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OPERATIONS IN DEKKAN, 




PREFACE. 


4c 


iVlR. Orme, with whofe elegant works relative to India the 
publick are well acquainted, has, in his Hiftorical Fragments of 
the Mogul Empire, inferted the following note ; 

^ ^ r 

** We are not without .hopes,, that fbme of the many in 
India, who have the means, will fupply the portions of in- 
formation which are deficient, and mufi:, otherwife, always 
continue out of our reach. The knowledge is well worth 
the enquiry 5 for, befides the energy of the charadlers which 
** arife within this period, there are no llates or powers on 
the continent of India, with whom our nation have any 
“ connediion, or concern, who do not owe the origin of their 
prefent condition to the reign of Aurungzebe, or to its- 
** influence on the reigns of his fucceflors/' 

I 

The perufal of Mr. Orme^'s works, when in India, firfl: 
excited my curiofity to obtain that information, the want of 
which he regrets j and for this purpofe I procured every manu- 
fenpt likely to afibrd any anecaotes of Aurungzebe and his 
fucceflbrs. Of the Tranfadtions of his reign, e^ecially his Oper- 
VoL. II, ' ' B ations 
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ations in Dekkan, by far the moft important, (unlefs we ex- 
cept his wars with his brothers, and the depofal of his father, 
which have been publiflied by colonel Dow, in his third volume 
of the Hiftory of Hindoohan,) I have not met with a better 
account than the following. It is a free tranflation of a Jour- 
nal kept by a Bondela officer, 'who attended Dulput Roy, the 
chief of his tribe, in all Aurungzebe’s campaigns, which was 
prefented to me by the Raja of “Dutteah, a great grandfon of 
Dulput Roy, when I adled as Perfian interpreter to a detachment 
under colonel Popham, in the Ghoed country. 

■ A principality, according to the imperial divifion of the empire, forming 
.part ' of the Agra province. This raja- is now tnbutary to the MhaiattasJ 'as 
well as all the other Bondela chiefs, whofe country is denominated, in our maps, 
Bundelcund, ■ , , 



AURUNGZEBE’s 


OPERATIONS IN DEiaCAN. 


Ha\tng in tlic preceding volume, as far as autliorities could be 
obtained, brought tlie hiHory of Dckkati to the decline of her two 
laft monarcliies of Golconda and Bccjaporc, in wliich the gradual 
encroachments of die Mogul or Dhcl/ emperors arc mentioned as 
far down as the clofc of die reign of Shaw Jehaun, we come next to 
the operations of Aurungzebe,' his fon. He caufed tlieir final diflb- 
lution 5 but, by adding to the extent of his dominions in Dekkan, 
deftroyed a balance of power, die want of wliich enabled the flates, 
who rofe on the ruins of liis conquefls, in lefs than a century to be 
die cliief agents in rendering the, empire of Hindooflan, to die 
family of Timur, a mere nominal fovereignty. It will be recolled:- 
ed, that Aurungzebe was governor of Dekkan, on the part of his 
father ShaWv Jehaun ^ and that at the clofe of the lafl volume he 
had juft impofed fevere conditions on the fultan of Golconda, when 
he was drawn from ,liis operations, by the alarming ftate of affairs 
at the court of his father,. 

/ ^ 

At this period a new power, the celebrated Sewajee, founder 
of the Mharatta ftates, was riling into notice ^ an account 'of whom 
begins the following pages. 

VoL. IL B 2 
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OF the origin of Sewajee, the founder of the prefent Mharatta 
ftate in Dekkan, vve have the following account. Bheem Sing, or 
Sein, rana of Odipore, the firft in rank among the Hindoo princes, 
had a fon named Baug Sing, by a ‘ concubine of a tribe Veiy inferior 
to his own. On the d^th of his father, Baug Sing finding himfelf 
defpifedand negledted by his relations, the Sefodia Raajepootes, who, 
from the low caft of his mother, regarded him only as a baftard, 
and not of their tribe, became] weary, of, the indignities Ihewn him; 
and moved from Odipore to Khandeftie, where he embraced the 
fervice of a zemindar, named Raja Ah Mohun. Pfis abilities pro- 
cured him the confidence of his-patron to fiich a degree, that at his 
death he appointed him guardian to his Ion ; and Baug Sing executed 
the truft with honour. When the young raja became of age to 
take upon himfelf the condudt of his affairs, Baug Sing, for.wEat 
reafon does not appear, declined hiS fervice, and retired into Dek- 
kan, where he purchafed a tra€t of land near the prefent Mharatta 
capital of Poonah, and fettled upon it as zemindar, in which fituation, 
he died. ^ a, , i. i > 

. r » 

I 

Baug Sing had four fons, two of whom, Malojee and Bumbojee, 
being of an enterprizing fpirit, entered into the fervice of Jadoo 
Roy, a Mharatta chief, and of diftinguifhed rank at the court of 
Bahadur Nizam Shaw, 

Malojee had two fons, Sahjee, or Shawjee, and Shurfajee.' 

‘ Bumbojee had fix fons, who entered, as foldiers of fortune, into 
the fervice of a zemindar of Beejapore. 

Malojee 

* Said to be a carpenter’s daughter* This is ovcrloolwCd by the Bhofelah family, 
^ho in their own annals arc filled only a younger branch of Odipore. Baug Sing was 
^called m Dekkan, Bhofelah, of which terra are*given two interpretations. One is 
"complimentary, as Cgmfymg the terror of his encmiesi the other opprobrious, of his 
mother’s low condition. 

^ From him the prefent raja of Nagporc Bcrar is defeended, and the head of the 
Bhofelah family at prefent, if the elder branch is extinft, as reported. 



AURUNGZEBE’s OPERATIONS IN DEKKAN. 

* • » ^ 

Malojee gradually acquired rank and influence with his jpatron, 
from whom he obtained a promife of his only daughter in marriage 
for his eldefl: fon Sahjee ; but Jadoo Roy afterwards, from fome dif- 
-gufl:, refuflng to fulfil his engagement, Malojee appealed for redrefs 
to Nizam Shaw, who obliged the chief to ' confent to the nuptials, 
which were celebrated witli great pomp ; and thus the Bhofelah 
family became incorporated with the Mharattas, and commonly 
efteemed as fuch in Hindooflan. 

A connedion tlius introduced upon him by force, could not be 
pleafing to Jadoo Roy, who from the moment of its confummation 
accordingly became jealous of his fbn in law^ and on the death of 
his father Malojee, Salijee, by his abilities having acquired the 
favour of the queen mother, regent to her fon a minor, was regarded 
only as a dangerous rival by his wife's father. An open rupture 
enfued, and Jadoo Roy, by the afliftance of die imperial troops dien 
meditating conquefts in Dekkan, obliged Sabjee to quit the kingdom, 
though -at die expenfe of its welfare, by introducing the enemy of his 
fovereign. ' 

. . • Sahjee with his followers, thus driven from Ahmednuggur, now 
entered into the fervice of Ibrahim Adil Shaw, king of Beejapore, 
who gave him a jaghire in the Carnatic, widi a command of ten 
. thoufand horfe. Soon after this, his fon Sewajee, afterwards fo 
celebrated in Dekkan, was born, from the daughter of Jadoo Roy 
Mharattaj by whom Sahjee had already one fon, named Sambojee, 
who was in early youth killed in adtion againfl a refradlory zemindar 
of Beejapore. ^ ‘ . 

. ■ Sahjee having difagreed with his wife, on account of his hatred 
to her father, , refolved ^ on feparation ^ and, accordingly, fent her, 
with the, infant Sewajee, to whom he flbewed no affedtion, to refide 
at Boonah, of which, and the vicinity, he had obtained ar grant, 

' ' ' under 

/ 
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under the charge of one of his ofBcers, nameii Dadajee Puhf, to 
whom he 'alfo committed the toanagement of the zemindaree. 

Sahjee now married a fecond wife, alfo a'Mharatta, by whom 
he had a fon named Angojee, or Ekojee, to whom he transferred'all 
his fondnefs from his former connexion. Continuing to rife m honours 
and confequencb, under tlie patronage of Morar Jugdeo, dewan to 
the fultan, he became one of the principal chiefs of Eeejapore; and 
though on the death of the king his patron was put to death by the 
queen regent, Sahjee fuffered no injury in his fortunes. 

' o ’ 

Junjuppa Naik, poligar ofMudkul, being at enmity with Punches 
Ragoo, zemindar of Tanjore, invited Sahjee to his affiftance ; and 
in conjunftion they defeated the raja, who was flain in the adlion, 
and poflefled themfelves of the Capital and all his dominions. The 
allies quarrelling on the divifiort of the plunder and the fum to be 
paid to Sahjee- tor In's lervices, he attacked Junjuppa, flew him in 
battle, and thus obtained an eafy conqueft of the zemindarfees of 
Tanjore and Mudkul, in which he obtamed confirmation from the 
regency of Beejapore, and fettled them on his fon Ekojee, whole 
pofterity ftill hold them under the navob of Arcot, or rather, the 
Britilli government. * 

Sewajee, though neglefted by his father, was properly educated 
by his guardian Dadajee; and at the age of feventeen excelled in 
every accompliftiment. Military fame was his firft palfion ; and the 
government of Beejapore being now weakened by inteftine divifions 
and the encroachments of the Moguls, he had foon an oppormmty 
of fignalizmg himfelf among other rebels. Contrary to the remon- 
ftrances of Dadajee, he raifed a banditti, and plundered the neigh- 
bouring diftncfls ; which conduit in his charge lb affeaed the old 
man, that he poifoned himfelf from vexation, and to avoid the im- 
putation of aflifbng in his defigns. Sewajee now took pofleffion df 

the 
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tlie jaghirc, raifed more troops, fuccefsfully levied contributions on 
feverd. jjemindars, and much extended the limits of his territories.; 
Sahjee, either from inability, or contented with his rich zemindaree 
V of Tanjore, connived at his excelles, and, made over to him the 
revenues of Poonah. 


At this criiis Aurungzebe, governor of the imperial territories in 
Dekkan, was , meditating the overthrow of his brother Dara Shekkoh, 
who was the jfevourite of their father, the emperor Shaw Jehaun, 
now in a dangerous flate of health. For this purpofe he was pre- 
paring an army to march to Agra } and, • obferving the enterprizing. 
genius of Sewajee, fent liim .an invitation to liis fervice. , Sewajee 
pretending to be ilruck with' horror, (for his own condudt provesits 
hypocrify) at the rebellion of a fon againil a father, received the 
prince’s melTenger wdth indignity, drove him from his prefence, and 
ordered thejletter ; he had brought to be tied-to the tail of a dog. 
Aurungzebe for the prefent ftifled his refentment, but never could 
forgive Sewajee’s infolence ; and hence may be- dated, his , tedious 
vvar in Dekkan, and finally the ruin of . the Mogul empire by the 
: Mharattas. . . ; , - * 

Aurungzebe, on his moving from Dekkan, committed .the A. 
government of it to his fecond fon, fultan Mahummud Mauzim, 
udder the tutelage of an experienced general, with orders to adt only 
.on the .defenfive till ^ he fhould have decided his pretenfions to the 
. imperial throne.' ' ; ■ - - - - ; ; , : . “ , , , , 

.v, Aurungzebe having-left 'Dekkan, Se wajee refolved to turn the 
. inadtiyity of the imperial troops, and the weaknefs of the .Golconda 
and Beejapore. princes, ; to the utmoft advantage.' ' He took the firong 
' ; fortrefi'of Rairee, .or Raujeghur,; ; which he fixed upon as the feat of 
his ;goyernnient; and fucCeflively captured Porundeh, Jagneh, an.d ; , 
Othehplaces, with confiderable dillridts dependant on Beejappre. :■ 

■ , ,, ■- ; ^ The^ ^ 
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The regency of Beejapore, being alarmed at his encroachments, 
fent him threats mingled with offers'of pardon ; but he regarded nei- 
ther, and continued his rebellion. Having by treachery put to death 
the zemindar of Jaowlee, he poffelTed himfelf of an immenfe treafure 
and that diftrift. He next plundered the rich manufadluring-city of 
Kallean ; took Madury and Purdhaunghur ; at which laft he found a 
valuable buried heafure. Tlajapore near Bombay, Sungarpore, and 
'an ifland belonging to the Portuguefe, next fell into’his hands. 

The Beejapore government having iti vain defired Sahjee, (who 
difclaimed all connedtion with him, and pretended, that he had dif-^ 
carded him as a relation,) to reprels the excelTes of his fonj at length 
fentagainft him a confiderable army, under a general jiamed Ab- 
doolla Khan. ' 

Sewajee with artful policy now wrote to the general, imploring 
pardon for his crimes, and inviting him' to come and receive his fub- 
million. Abdoolla advanced without oppofition near the refidence'of 
the rebel, and it was agreed that he fliould repair to a tent, with fen 
followers, where Sewajee would meet him with only five attendants. 
They met accordingly, when the treacherous zemindar ftabbed Ab- 
doolla in embracing him. Upon a fignal given, the Mharattas, rufli- 
ing from an ambufcade, attacked the unfufpeiSing army of Beejapore, 
which, deprived of their chief, was quickly defeated. Sewajee 
plundered their rich camp, and by this viftory became mafter of all 
Kokun, the zemindars of which flocked to acknowledge his authority, 
to fave their poiTeflions. The ftrong fortrefs of Sittarra and other 
places alfo opened their gates to receive him. 

A new army was fent from Beejapore under Afzul Khan, fbn of 
the murdered general, but without fuccefs j Sewajee, even without 
hazarding an engagement, obliging them to retreat by cutting off 
their fupplies: and after this the Beejapore government, divided 
, internally 
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internally, and' apprehending attacks from the armies of Aurungzebe, 
who had now obtained poflefhon of tlie throne, made no effort againfl 
him. In tlie courfc only of three years, Sewajee became a power- 
ful prince, liis authority being acknowledged over almofl the whole 
coafl of Malabar. 

To relate here the flruggles for the throne between Aurungzebe 
and his unfortunate brotlicrs, Dara Shekkoh, fultan Shujah, and 
Moraud Bukfli, with the depofal of their father, the emperor Shaw'' 

Jehaun, would interrupt too mucli the objedt of this work, the 
History of Dekkan. Of thefe events, by fuch as wifli to 
perufe them, * an excellent account may be feen in the Travels of 
Bernier, publiflied in Lord Oxford’s Collcdlion of Voyages. It 
agrees with the native hiflorics of flindooftan in every fadt, and 
abounds wltli juft obfervations of his own. Bernier refided with 
Danufhmund Khan, a nobleman of high rank and office, in the fer- 
vice of Aurungzebe, during tlie events he relates. Suffice it to fay 
here, tliat Aurungzebe afeended the throne by tJie title of Aulum- 
geer, in tlie year- 1068 of the Mahummedan aira. From tliis .period, A.D. 1657. 
-the memorable events of his whole reign are noticed, but tlie affairs 
of Dekkan more particularly detailed in the following work. 

Of tlie proceedings of the imperialifts in Dekkan, during thefe A. -11.1069. 

, events, • no notice is taken in tlie hiftory of Aulumgeer; It is proba- 
ble, they adled merely on the defenfive. Sultan Mahummud Mau- 
zim was this year recalled by his father, and the ameer al amra, 

Shaifteh Khan, appointed foubahdar of Dekkan, with orders to Hop , 
the progrefs of Sewajee. 

. - ^ ’ 

The ameer al amra, after fome ftay at Aurungabad, marched to A. H. 1070, 
reduce Jagneh, a ftrong-fortrefs in polleffion of Sewajee'; which he A.D; 1659, 
took, and proceeded to Poonah, where he fixed his refidence ; .while 
VoL. II. , C. ‘ - his . 

* There is one alfo in. the third volume of Dow’s hiftory of Hindooftan, nearly the 
fame as Bernier’s, 



AURUNGZEBE’s OPERATIONS IN DEKKAN. . 

his troops under Naumdaur Khan laid wafte the country of the 
rebel, who, though unequal to cope '.with the imperialifts in the 
' field, harafled them frequently by night attacks and cutting off 
their fupplies ; fo that their conqueft of feveral forts was but of 
little ufe to the progrefs of their arms. 

2. ■ Sewajee ftill continued to refill in Dekkan, and this year fignal- 
ized himfelf by a remarkable exploit at Poonah, where theiameer al 
amra yet relided. Having by his fpies learned that ^the navob, and 
his troops were lulled into .carelels fecurity, he one night, with a 
feledl band of tried 'followers, after a forced march of forty miles, 
entered the city, and palling without alarm to the palace, mined his 
paflage into the women's apartments, with fifteen of his companions. 
The ameer al amra, awakened by the noife, llarted up, and received 
two wounds as he ran to call for help into an outer room } hut his 
fon Abou Futteh was Ilain, and fome female fervants with him, be- 
fore he could procure allillance. At length, the. guards .arriving, 
Sewajee made his elcape by the way he had entered, without loCng 
,a man. The ameer al amra attributing this furprize to the con- 
nivance of JelTwunt Sing, his fecond in command, was fearful of 
remaining longer at Poonah, and retired to Aurungabadj from 
whence he was recalled foon after to court, and the prince Mahum- 
mud Mauzim again fent to the government of Dekkan, which he 
held for two years. During thefe, no memorable event occurs in 
hillory, and at the end of this period the prince was ordered to court. 

075. Mirza Raja Jeyfing, who was fent governor of Dekkan on the 

664. recall of the prince Mahummud Mauzim, immediately began opera- 
tions againll Sewajee, who had extended his ufurpations over great 
part of the Beejapore territories on the coall of Malabar, and carried 
his predatory incurfions as far as ..Surat, which he plundered of im- 
menfe wealth, it being then the richeft feaport of the empire. 


Mirza 
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ISlirza Raja, 'with his fccond in command, Dilleer-Khan, after 
ha\dng fuccefsfully repulfed tlie armies of Sewajee, and laid waftc 
Ms countr)*-, fat down before Poonadher, a flrong fortrefs, wMch 
the Mharatta, regarding as impregnable, had chofen for the afyluin 
of the women and trcafurcs of himfclf and all his principal followers. 
The imperialifls, by a refolutc allault, having made themfelves 
mailers of a redoubt, fituated on an eminence which commanded the 
fort,. Sewajee was reduced to the lad extremity. In this exigence, 
he took the refolution of throwing himfelf on the mercy of his 
enemy. To the furprize of the befiegers, he, witli a few attendants 
unarmed, appeared fuddcnly at one of tlie outpofls, and demanded 
to be conduced to the general. The Mirza Raja fent his own fon, 
Keerut Sing, to accompany him to his prefence, with all the cnflo- 
mary honours due to his rank. The wliole camp preffed in crowds 
to fee tliis celebrated hero, and tlie Mirza Raja having come as far as 
the door of Ms tent to meet him, after embracing,- enquired the 
occafion of his thus putting himfelf into his power. 

t 

Sewajee replied, that war was attended with the ruin of thoufands, ^ 
and crirnes thus accumulated on both parties that he was at length 
fenfible how heinous it was in him, the meaneft of Haves,- to rebel 
againft the orders of the king of kings, and that he now law his own 
intereft, and that of his family and country, to be in fubmiffion and 
obedience to the emperor. That, /egarding the Mirza Raja as his 
father, he had thus of Ms own accord lied to his prefence, that he 
might, tlirough his paternal mediation and interceflion, obtain for- 
givenefs and pardon for the crimes he had been guilty of, and 
procure from his majelly fome honourable command, as that againft 
Candahar, or any other equally important ; that in cafe the Maha- 
raja would lay the hand of paternal protedlion on his head, he would 
immediately make an offering of twenty four of his forts, with the, 
countries dependant. 



AURUNGZEBE's operations in DEKKANi 


The Maharaja, looking on this occurrence as a gift of the divine 
bleffing, inftantly exchanged vyith him the adoption of father and 
fon, ordered the march of viftory to be beat, land informing DJleer 
Khan of Sewajee’s fubmiffion, delhed him to ceafe hoftilities. The 
Khan was at firft offended that any capitulation had been made without 
his confultation, and fent for anfwer, that as muffulmauns had been 
killed during the liege, and a breach was effefled, alfo a difpolition 
tnade for the alfault, he would not confept to a peace until the fort 
Iliould be taken. The MirZa Raja the next morning, in order tq 
mollify the Khan's difjileafure, fent Sewajee witli his fon Keerut 
Sing to vifit him j which compliment had the delired effeiS, and he 
withdrew his troops from the batteries. Sewajee the fame day fur- 
rendered Poonadher to the imperial generals, and gave up the k^s 
of twenty four other forts to .the Murza Raja, who appointed kella- 
daars to each, and fent off a petition in favour of Sewajee to the 
fublime court. 

075. Orders had before this been iffued to the Mirza Raja, that he 

f’^S. Ihould immediately upon the redudtion of Poonadher polfefi, himfelf 
of Beejapore. Sewajee alfo, after the imperial, troops had taken 
poffeffion of the places he had given up, and the difpatch of, his 
petition to the prefence, reprefented to the raja, that it was ufelefs 
to remain inadtive with fuch p fine army until the arrival of an 
anfwer, that, if he approved, he would join him to belifege Beeja- 
pore, the fall of which would be a proof of his good fervices ip the 
eyes of his majefly. The raja accordingly having, belides the 
cuftomary imperial donations, diftributed from his own treafury a 
. corore of rupees among the amras and troops, began his march with 
an army of fifty fix thoufand horfe and foot. Syed Elias, from 
Beejapore, advanced to meet him, with an army of eighty thoufand 
men, and a defperate engagement occurred j in which the Beejapore 
general being killed by a mufquet bullet, by Soopkerrun Bondela, 
bis army was defeated, and the imperial troops purfued the fugitives 

to 
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to v/ithin iive cofs of the city: but foon after this a great fcarcity 
of provifions prevailed in the camp, as the enemy had laid wafte die 
country round, and it was impofliblc to carry fupplies for a con- 
flancy for fo large a force, fo that it became daily more difficult; 
to remain or advance, 

, At this time alfo, anfwers arrived from court, and his majelly’s 
orders were iffiued, that Sewajee ffiould receive a lack of rupees from 
die treafury of Dekkan, and proceed to the imperial prefence. Fat- 
teh Jung Kiian, wJio was cfcorting treafurc from Aurangabad to the 
Mirza Raja’s camp, was attacked by a large body of the enemy 
between Porundeh and Sholapore. He made a gallant defence, but 
was ilain m the adion, and the treafurc and baggage fell into the 
enemy’s hands. The Mirza Raja liaving given aflurances of pro- 
tedion' to the nobility of Beejaporc, many cliiefs came over to him, 
\yhOm he gratified with prefents and honours in the emperor s name* 
Hiving given Sewajee permiffion to retire to regulate his country, 
previous to his going to the prefence, and. fent with him Kallean 
Sing, a commander of five hundred, the Mirza Raja retreated from 
Nagpana, and' cantoned for the rainy feafon at the refervoir of 
Edkeroolla, twelve cofs from Porundeh, 

Sewajee, having vifited his country, began his journey to the 
, imperial court. When he arrived , at Aurungabad, he was attended 
by five hundred noble horfe, elegantly caparifoned, and about tlie 
farne number of feled and well accoutred infantry. The whole city 
came out of curiofity to meet him. Suff Shekun Khan, an ameer 
of three thoufand : and ; deputy governor, regarding Sewajee only in 
tlie' light' of a Mhafatta zemindar, fat hiinfelf, ■ with the publick 
officers in fuli affembly, thinking, that, he would pay hirri the frfl: 
yifit, and only fent his nephew to meet : him without the city,- and 
CPndua him to his palace. But this affronted Sewajee, who turned 
off dir4;^ly to the Mirza Raja’s palace ; : and- ;upon being told that 
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the governor expeiled him in fall affembly, alked angrily. Who is 
SufFShekun Khan? what office does he hold here? and why has he 
not come out to meet me ? Then, having difmiffed the nephew and 
his train, he alighted at the palace. In the evening, SufF Shekun 
Khan and the pubhck officers came in ftate to vifit him, and he 
received them at the Jbot of the carpets, and entered femiliarly into 
converfation. The next day Sewajee returned the vifit. The 
deputy governor and other officers each" entertained him, according 
to their ability. He flayed at Aurangabad till he had received the 
bounty ordered from the treafury, and then proceeded on his journey 
to court, where he arrived in f&fety. 

Sewajee, when introduced to the imperial prefence, did not meet 
with the honours he expedled. Being placed among the amras of 
five thoufand, he afked, to. what rank the llation was affigned? and 
being told, it was that allotted to the raja Ram Sing Sefodiah, 
wept, and fainted away. ' Orders were given to carry him into the 
court of the bathing apartments, where they fanned and fpnnkled 
him with rofe-water. Apparently, he was overcome by the fplendour 
and magnificenp e of the imperial court ; but none were acquainted 
with his real diforder. When he came to himfelf he begged to he 
carried to the place appointed for his refidencej where being ar- 
rived, he began to talk in a fiantic manner, and pretended maif- 
nefs, often crying out, “ Now fuch a criminal as I am have put 
“ myfelf into the talons of the eagle, why does he not quickly put 
" me to death ?” . 

Thefe mad efFulions were related to his majefty, who ordered 
that Ram Sing, fon to the Mirza Raja, fhould take care of hiru. 
Shortly after this, agreeably to Sewajee’s own requefl, it was repre- 
fented to the emperor, that as he now had come to the prefence, he 
defired that his attendants, who were ufed to Dekkan, and did nut 
chufe to live out of it, might have leave to return to their homes. 

His 
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His majefty regarded this requeft as highly favourable to keeping 
him at court without trouble, and permitted all his followers, except 
his foil Sambah and a few of the principal perfons, to return to 
Dekkan. 

Before tliis, Sewajee had made it a cuftom, every Thurfday to 
diftribiite among the poor, who crouded in great numbers to his gate 
on this occafion, great quantities of paftry and fweetmeats, whicl 
-Were brought in large baflcets, each of which requhed three or fou 
men to bear it ; and thefe, when emptied, were carried out again t( 
ihe confedioner’s. Ram Sing had requeued that his people migh 
be recalled j and the guards of Folaud Khan, the city cutwal, wen 
then ordered to keep the watch over him. Sewajee by his generofit^ 
fo gained upon his keepers, that they were contented with feeing 
him every morning and evening 3 after the laft of which vifits, h* 
conftantly retired to fleep, on pretence ofillnefs. When every thin^ 
was ripe for his intended plan, Sewajee, one Thurfday evening 
having acquainted' his confidants of his defign, ordered a Have - 1 
take his place on the bed, and leaving the cuftomary attendants i] 
the room, emptied tlie fweetmeats, and putting his fon into one o: 
the baikets, laid himfelf in another, in which they were carried ou 
of the houfe. ' When he had got clear of the city, he mounted hii 
fon upon 'a forry horfe, • and led the bridle himfelf on foot on th 
Mutterah road. True it is, that the wife man does that withou 
“ noife, which avail army, cannot efiedl.” In the morning, th 
guards not feeing him prefent himfelf as was cuflomary, were alarmed 
and gave intelligence to Folaud Khan, who entering the bedchamber 
awaked the Have who occupied the place of Sewajee. He faid 
that he had been ordered to lie on, liis bed, which he had done finc< 
evening, but could give no farther account. The cutwal carried th 
Have and feveral other perfons bound to his majefiy; who ordei'ed < 
ftri6: fearch to be made, and proclamations' to be ififued in evei^ 
diftridt of the empire, deferibing Sewajee, and ordering him to be 

feized 
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Ceitei, bat all in vain. Terbeut P.oy, the fuperintendant of the 
fpies, was difgraced for not having given information of the ftrata- 
gem j and Ram Sing, who had requefted the recall of 'his people 
from the guard over Sewajee, was fufpefted of a connivance, and 
baniihed the court. The Mirza Raja was ordered to leave Dekkan, 
as foon as relieved by the prince Mahummud Mauzim and the 
Maharaja JeiTvvunt Sing. 

t 

Sewajee having arrived at Mutterah, ftiaved his beard, mufta- 
chios, and long fide locks, to difguife himfelf. Committing his fon 
to the charge of a bramin, who lay under many obligations to him, 
• with a promiie of grbat rewards if he fliould condudt him in faiety 
to Dekkan. He for the prefent gave him fome jewels and gold 
mhors for his expenfes. He then travelled as a pilgrim from Mut- 
tcrah, by the route of Aleabad and Benaras to Geiar j from whence, 
afttr meeting two officers whom he had fent on before, he travelled, 
aifcompanied by them, to Cuttac. Here, being much fatigued, he 
‘Ventured to buy i forty horfe ; but, not having lilver ready to pay 
for It, Unguardedly opened a purfe of gold. The news of his 
efcape having reached this city, the owner of the horfe, who was 
fufpicious at feeing a perfbn in the drefs of a beggar with fo much 
money, faid, “ Surely you muft be Sewajee in difguife, as you offer 
" fuch a fum'for a lorry horle."^ Sewajee made no reply, but gave 
him the purfe, and departed with all poflible Ipeed to Jaggernaut j 
-from whence, after performing thO cuflomaiy worlhip, he travelled 
(through Hyderabad to his own country. The bramin of Mutterah, 
putting a girl’s drefs on Sewajee’s fon, then a boy with long fine 
(hair, and taking his wife in company, called him his daughter, and 
-brought him in fafety into Dekkan to his-fither; who rewarded 
him fo generoully, that he was ever after independant of the world. 

The Mirza Raja having fent Dilleer Khan to colka: the tributes 
of the zemindars of Chandna and Deogur, retired to pafs the rains 
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ftt Aurangabad, until the arrival of "the, prince to relieve him in the 
government'; and about this time the emperor difapproved of feyeral 
promotions he had made of the Dekkan amras, who had come 
over, to the imperial fervice by his invitation from Beejapore, the 
efcape of Sewajee having rendered his loyalty fufpedted by Aurung-* 
zebe, ' ^ . , ■ ' ' 


Tlie prince Mahummud Mauzim and Maharaja Jeffwunt Sing A.H. 1077- 
advancing near, the publick officers of. Dekkan went to meet the A. D. 1666. 
prince as . far as . tlie pafs of Ferdapore, and the Mirza Raja to 
Bullumreh, where he was honoured with an . audience. On. their 
arrival at Aurungabadj fome days paffed in entertainments ; when 
the Mirza Raja, having taken leave, departed for eourt, but . died 
on: the road," fboh after his arrival, at Boorahanpore, :and left a w;orld 
in forrow for his Idfs. There never was a prince among the :Raaje- 
p.ootes equal to him in accompliffiments. In pleafing manners, he 
Was unparaheled ; ; in valour, fecond ,t6 no one. j .sind Jils^generoGty 
reminded. men of -Tai. /.He- vyasxompletely learned dniHin-.; 

dooeh, and .underilpod .the:Turkiffi, Perfic,* and Arabic languages^ . 

'/;He will never wholly die, who leaves beliind:him a_ good name.’' 

When the jraja was declared pail recovery,. Deeraaje; his moonffiee. 
and manager-pf-aifairs, apprehending his deilrudlipn frpm.the Raaje^ 
ppotes; tp fave. himfelfrifrpm their:^ jealouiy took f efiige . with -'Daood 
]^an Koreiffiee, fpubahdar of Boorahanpore, and became a muffuR 
maun. ; . On . this:, account ithe; Raajepootes were fbrongly fulpieious 
that he . had poifoned the raja, and his fon Reeriit. Sing, wiflied ■ 
much to force him from . Daood Khan to put him to a difgraceful 
death ; •but ^^not jhnding an .opportunity,; after the , funeral , rites of 
Gontiriued his, journey :ito coutt. : ' . . ' - 


; : ; Thp, emperor recalling" Sirig,' ;jeldefi: .fohrof the Mirza :Raja, 

^hq had been .forbidden the.' court;;fince; Sewajee’s.iefcape; diftiri^. 


® A celebrated Arabian chief. 
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guiftied him by the title ''of raja, and put him in p’oflefllon of his 
fither’s territories. ' ‘ 

Sewajee, immediately upon his arrival in'Kokun, alTumed royal 
titles and ftmck coins, detached different bodies to invade the royal 
territories, plundered the feaport of Surat, the pergunnah of Kar- 
inja, and took moft of the forts which he had delivered up at his 
late fubmiffion. Some of the governors died in defence of their 
commands, and every day news was brought to the prince of the 
lots -of one place or othet. Sewajee attacking the fort of Maolee, 
which was much in want of fnpplies, and every hope of affilknceto 
it cut otf, was Informed by the governor, Munnower Dafs, that he 
and his garrifon were Raajepootes, who would facrifice their lives 
man by man, rather than give up the place.’ Sewajee was tre- 
folved to perfift j and one night five hundred of his' bell troops, "well 
acquainted with the private paths, marched fuddenly to the fort,' 
and fixed ladders to the walls, by -which they afcendedj but the 
garrifon,) who Were, upon the watch day andnightj were ready to 
receive them, and put a great number to, the fword j 'upon which’ 
the reft relmquilhed the attack. Sewajee, upon this. faUute, raifed 
the fiege, and attacked Ouzbuk Khan, the tannadar .of . Kalleah 
Beemrah,. who,' with many of his followers, after "a’ gallahl relift-T 
ance, attained the honour of martyrdom, and the filrvivors tied in 
a wretched condition to Aurungabad j but ' Munnower Dafs kept 
poflelRon of the fort, and fent exprefs accounts of the fituation of 
affairs to the prince, i i _ o t t 

1 , Daood Beg Khan Koreithee was fent to his afliftance, . with fup.’ 
plies for the garrifons j and after relieving Munnower Dafs, and 
throwing in fome fmall quanties of provifions to different forts, 
retreated. Sewajee again attacked . Maolee, and carried it 'by an 
affault, in which the new governor, Aliverdi IChan, was llain. Soon 
after this, he poffelTed hunfelf of all the newly ceded garrifons,' as 

alfo 
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aifo of the fort of Aoont, which had long beea iri tHe itnjperial 
.podeffion. Dilleer Khan, ’having colledted a coniiderable tribute 
from Chandna and Deogur, was ordered to caiTy. the treafure to 
Aurangabad, where he had the honour of an audience from the ^ 
prince. 'As Raow Kerrun, :the zeiriindar of Bikkaneef, an ameer 
of two thoufand, and fbme time kelladaar of Dowlutabad, had 
lately been very neglectful in tlie imperial affairs, and his ill conduCt 
had reached the ears of his majefly, his fon, who had quarrelled 
with his father, thought this a proper time for revenge, and ob- 
tained- the grant of the zemindaree of Bikkaneer for himfelf. Raow 
Kerrun upon tliis, grew daily more and more negleCtful ; and being 
at this period detached with Dilleer IClian, not only refufed to obey 
his orders, but as his revenue was flopped, he, for want of money, 
made ,a practice of . robbing in the camp with his Raajepootes at 
night, and had the audacity to plunder fome villages on the march. 
Dilleer Khan -having proofs of this, and dreading that, if his info- 
Pence -was - unnoticed, he might proceed to exceffes which would 
. ahb endanger his fame, wrote comjplaining letters of him to court ; 
which -were anfwered by orders to put him to death, or confine 
him, . if he harboured farther evil intentions. . -The vaqueel of Raow 
Bhaow' Sing. Arrah, . having obtained intelligence of this order at 
court, wrote it immediately to his mafler at the camp of .Dilleer 
'Khan, . , - . 

The morning after the receipt of the order, Dilleer Khan, under 
pretence of going ;to hunt, pafled; near -the tents'^ of Raow -Kerrun, 
to -whom he'fent word that iriuch game was furroiinded in the 'toils,^ 
and invited him to come and fhare in’ the amufement; "The Raow,' 
equallyrcarelefs : of: every thmg, 'and unmindful of the deceit in- 
tended, quickly mounted his elephant, and came out ' attended by a 
few Raajepootes to, the Khan j when duckily for him, Raow Bhaow ^ 
who had -heard of his, going, rode up quickly' with his fol-’ 
lowers, and, ^by drawing- his friend from -among the Khan's troops, 

‘ D 2 faved 
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faved his life. Dilleer Khan iwas-defcated in hiJ defign, iand rode 
on towards Aurangabad, where the two raows alfo arrived feme 

.hours after him. _ > ' < , ' > ^ 

^ ^ , ( t. c j _ ( d . ' '' 

1 The manners of Dilleer Khan not being agreeable’ to the prince 
or Maharaja Jeflwunt Sing, they 'detached him' for the punilhment 
of the enemy towards Zuffirabad Bieder, 'and the raows, agreeably 
to the prince’s orders, remained at Aurungabad. ^ , 

f . . lij 'j , ^ " r ' ’ 

H. 1078. Sewajee now entertaining defigns ‘of fubduing fhc' countries de- 
D.1667. pendant on Beejapore, and wanting to fupply his garrifonS with 
provifions, which he could not eafily do while invaded,' wrote tp 
the Maharaja, that' had not the emperor flighted '^his'Vervicesj he 
had intended to offer them agaifift Candahar ‘that he had made hiS 
efcape only through fear of his life, but now,' (his'patroni the 
Mirza Raja, being 'dead) if, by his interceffion, 'Jeffwuht Sing 
could procure a pardon' for his late offences, heVould'ferid hl^'fen 
Suntah to the prince, that he might be'pro’moted td'a'' munfub? and 
ftrve wherever there was occafion. He’ wrote allb in this 'humble 
manner to the prince j who, as vvell as the Maharajah, apphed to 
court in his favour, and their requefts met with the royal com- 
phance. " * ^ ‘ . ^ 

Sewajee upon this, dilpatched his fen Suntah to Aurungabad, 
under the care of Pertaub Sing, a principal chief, efcorted by a 
thoufand horfej and, after an audience of the prince, he was 
honoured by the munfub of five thoufand, a prefcnt of an elephant, 
and arms fet with jewels, as alfo a jaghire in the province of Berar, 
to which he detached one half of his 1 force, and kept the other 
attend.'uit on his peffen. After feme time, Sewajeejequefted that 
liis fen might be fent home, as be was then a child, promiflng that 
lie Ihould be dilpatched to court, when of age to a6t m ‘ the royal 
fcnice. This was complied with, and a party of the Maharaja’s 

troops 
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troops efcoited him to his father,, while Pertaub Sing remained at 
the prince’s court. . Suffeh -IClian Bukhfhi of Dekkan laid before his 
majefty a lift of the munfubdaurs created by the ameer al amra, the 
Maharajah, and the Mirza Raja Jey Sing. Many were dilplaced, but 
ibme deigned to accept of inferior ranks, and others were reftored,at 
the requeft of the prince. The reft went’ over to the fervice of' 
Sewajee, who gladly received them. 

When intelligence of this defertion reached Aurungzebe, and it 
appeared that Suffeh Khan had much oppreffed the munfubdaurs of 
Dekkam among, whom - were fbme old fervants of the throne, he 
was much difpleafed, and this nobleman was ordered to the prefencco 
He had alfo confifcated the receipts of fome parts of Suntah’s jag- 
hire,' .‘as a payment of the lack of rupees Sewajee- had received from- 
the treafury on his going to court. This circumftance being made 
known -tO\. Sewajee, who had now conquered much of the Beeja-i 
.pore country, and amply fupplied all his forts with provifions,- he 
'recalled Pertaub Sing from Aurungabad, who left it immediately, 
and the other part of his force in tlie jaghires plundered the diftridts, 
and went-off in fpite of a force which was fent in purfuit, but could 
not overtake them. ‘ ■ 

Sewajee, during this truce, punifhed a whole tribe with death, 
who had rebelled againft his father Sahjee- in Mudkul, and de- 
livered him up to the refentment of die Beejapore government, 
by. which he was condemned to be buried alive -for withholding the 
revenues of Tanjore, but faved at the interceffion -of Rundowlah. 
Khan, the minifter of Ali Adil Shaw. Sahjee, v penetrated with 
gratitude for this fervice, -being fet at liberty and- -reinftated. in. his 
employments, vifited his fon. Sewajee, notwithftanding.his;rexnon- 
ftrances, ran ten miles on foot by the’ fide of his palanquin s ^.nd 
on his alighting at his palace feated hirii on the mufhud ; while he 
himfelf took his flippers, and flood among the menial attendants. 

' Sahjee 
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Sahjee fpent two months with his fon and firft 'wife, in mutual 
interchanges of aifedlion. Sewajee on this occafion obtained the 
deferved applaufe of all mankind, for his conduit to a parent, who . 
had hitherto, from his birth, fliewn him no marks of aftedlion, but 
rather treated him as an alien of the family. Sahjee, after this 
vifit, joined his patron Rundowlah Khan, in reducing the refrac- 
toiy zemindar of Sonedeh Bidenore ■, at which place he died, by a 
fill from his horfe in hunting. A fplendid maufoleum was eredted 

to his memoiy. i T 

’ * ' 

Sewajee obliged the fultan of Beejapore to pay him a tribute 
of three, and the king of Golconda the fum of four, lacks of pago- 
das. He had now formed a conliderable fleet, with which he 
infefted the coafts, and blocked up Dunda Rajapore, held by the 
Siddees, who ailed as admirals of the few fliips of Aurungzebe, to 
proteil the trade of Surat and the coafts, for which they enjoyed 
large penfions. 

About this time a favourite eunuch belonging to Ali Adil Shaw 
of Beejapore, being difgufted at his fovereign, came over to the 
prince at Aurungabad. Add Shaw wrote repeated requefts that he 
ftionld be fent back, agreeing, in cafe of compliance, to give up 
the fort of Sholapore, and make a valuable offering. The prince 
fending intelligence of this to court, his majefty ordered that Geaus 
ad Dien Khan Ihould go to Beejapore, to determine and colleil the 
offering, and Eeruch Khan be appointed to the government of Sho- 
lapore, after which the eunuch fliould be fent back. This was 
accordingly done. This year the prince’s mother came to Dekkan 
on a vilit to her fon, by the emperor’s orders, to advifi him to 
continue jirm in his allegiance j Ibme filpicions having ariftn thati 
he meditated independance. . " ' i i 'i 


Dilleeci 
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DDIeer Khan, who had marched againft the Mharattas, pur- A. H. ioy( 
fued them as far as Batterree, when an order of recall arrived, 
commanding him to repair to Aurangabad ^ but on account of his 
difagreement with the Maharaja, he was apprehcnfive for his fafety, 
and delayed. This being rcprefentcd in a heinous light, he was 
accufed of rebellion to tlie emperor, who difpatched Iftikhar Khan, 
by poll Rages, to enquire into the caufe of his not vifiting the 
prince ; and if, on examination, it Iliould appear' to be rebellion, to 
bring him by force, and ad: as circumflances might require, even to 
the putting him to deatli, if judged neceffary. MultufFut Khan, 
brother. to Iftikhar Khan, incited by fricndiliip to Dilleer Khan, 
wrote him advice to be wary how he fliould vifit the prince j which 
encreafed tlie apprehcnhons he had before entertained of treachery. 

Iftikhar Klian being arrived at Aurangabad, wrote to Dilleer 
Khan, that his refufal to vifit die prince having been reprefented to 
the emperor, he was difpatched exprcfs to enquire the caufe ; . there- 
fore, it would be proper that he fliould march nearer, to the city, 
in order to give him an opportunity of examination. Dilleer Khan 
having encamped within three cofs of - Aurungabad, was vifited by . 

Iftikhar Khan, who gave him much encouragement and affurances 
of fafety. Dilleer IChan in reply told him he apprehended treachery p 
upon which the other took an oath that there was none intended 5- 
when the Khan fhowed him his brother’s letter,’ which being 
original, left him without doubt of the Maharaja’s deceit. It was 
now judged ad vifeable that Dilleer Khan, under pretence of illnefs, 
fhould continue his operations . without vifiting the prince. He ac- 
cordingly moved with his troops in fearch of the enemy, and Iftikhar 
fent the account of his brother’s inforrnation to court. , The prince 
and Maharaja now wrote, that Dilleer IClian had drawn his head 
from the collar of obedience 3 and extending the hand of rapine 
wherever he went, his Afghauns plundered the country. This news 
y/as put into all the papers of Dekkanj and Dilleer Khan, not 

' , . thinking 
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, thinking it fafe to -remain, marched with intentions to proceed to 
court; upon which the prince wrote again to the prefence, that hh 
was going with evil defigns, and a firmaun came hot to permit him ; 
when the prince began to levy troops to oppofe his pallage. '> 

H. 1080. , The prince having colledted about lixty thoufand horfe, in the 
D. 1669. jjeigjit of the rains marched from Aurungabad to punifh Dilleer 
Khan ; who, all his people included, had not more than five thou- 
fand. The prince alfo Induced Sewajee to join him by promifes of 
favour, and encamped about fifteen cofs from Boorahanpore, and 
three from the ferry ofHanuck, over the river Taptee, intending to 
. crofs and proceed to the 'city of which Oaood Khan was fbubahdar. 

. I - . I , . ...ij 

Orders were fent to procure boats for the paflage of the army, 
when TJaood Khan reprefented, that Dilleer Khan was then fixly 
cofs diftant, and had not eroded the river ; that to procure boats at 
lb fhort a warning was impolBble, but that in the time. which mull 
be expended, if the prince waited for them, he might effedlually 
linilh the expedition. The prince replied, that he did not chufe 
to march fuch-a diftance through bad roads; belides, if .Dilleer 
Khan Ihould crofs the river before him, the trouble would be 
thrown away; he therefore thought it bed' to -proceed! with, the 
army to Boorahanpore, and, by waiting there; to elieftualiy block, 
up the road. Daood Khan fulpedting, from this determmation, 
that a rebellion was on foot, and having informed Raow BhaOw 
Sing of his conjefrures, agreed with him, that if the' prince Ihould 
attempt to crofs the river, they would oppofe him. The.prince and 
Maharaja JelTwunt Sing perceiving Daood Khan’s alarms, attempted' 
to lure him to an interview, with defign to make him a prifoner; 
but he, being experienced, did not throw himfelf into thhir fnares! 
Dilleer Khan reprefented to the prefence, that^the'princfeiand Maha- 
raja, entertaining rebellious defigns, had’falfely accufed him of dif- 
afTcdb'on, merely to have a pretence for levying troops; upon which 

the 
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and feparated-fr9m the reft. '.’Akhlaafs Khan.r^whjojcommanded the 
advanced-guard, , haying gained an, eminence;,. ;at' daylight .defcried a) 
'jo'ly- °f the Mharattas 5 upon which- he ordered his'.peopie -to ;pre-; 
pirej; c but,- before they tyere pdy, he, cfrom fthe rafhnefs'.of .youth;- 
with a fmall number,' charge'd the eneiny,i;whoiwere-not';Iefs :thah 
-eleven thoufand horle, .but .paid dear .for- his impatience; and was 
feyerely. -wounded.. , When Uapod -.Khan; came 'to ' the' height; and 
beheld the.fimprudence of-.Akhiaafs- Khani .he deta'cKed a reinforce-: 
tpent,: and haftened to a. ruined viljage,- wHerebleaying the elephant 
flags.-.and .drum' bearers, -who .were -.tired; 'under Ibrahim. Khah 
Punnee, ■ .with inftruiftions , to :keep with him the rear and baggage 
theyrcam,e:.up,t he proceeded., : i The- advanced .-troops :foon.-en-‘ 
gaged with,*eien'emyi and at firftimany of the imperial, 'officers 
were wounded; but at length, Roy Muckrind and Bhaiin Peroheet 
drove them off witlv the cannon, and Daood Khan arriving, after 
^tan^from the'grqu,nd,,-.}!urfued, tjjem,. Ifhea a 
V^tn.aftionjenffi^m which of the, .roy^, troops fell;-, -I, The 
Mhjr^ttas, accp^ing. to their cuftpmi^ 

gjeat nu,mbeis qf them beinghiUsd, by the.tcanhon Iho Jthe reft'fldd 
in;;conftiftom .:P,a9od^^^K^^^ not.:With,-him atithis timeimore' 
a •,1,houfa'ij,d,. horfe j;;:andj though tlye. enemy niade. n j 

attack towards nigh 4 l!i;,he,oondudled; hii^^ 

tq.,defeat.them.;.^after,,which.he.ordem 

proper parelpfyhe wounded PSce^ and m^em 

SFRhpd tpgoolffiunabad,;and;fent-,the,.wounded.oh to IdmiT’n 

rvT -™S'-°f-*.=-'Mharattas having:ren^ 

he..lu.Ited,aboupa.month,; 'after- which; he®ffioS^^^^^ 

^>mednuggur,,iyhere:he received letters- from- his foh Hr ^ -t 
ad.jDien Khan.- his- deri„tv .,i,„ ■ . . ^ -Hummeed 

that tlie 'MhVrattas' li-ith a very'laree foffie"”!)” ^ - BdoraharipP-feJ 

the;ciV,;,whichhe‘Is 

Jfl^^dejivaspedeffary:^ 

.«te.,the,enemy,hadplunderod:§ahadu.^^^ 

-• miles 
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miles of the city, redoubled his fpeed j but on his arrival at Fer- 
dapore intelligence' Vvas brought hims that they had retreated to- 
wards Buggellaha, upon which lie' altered his route to purfue, Th< 
enemy plundered the town of Multeher, under the fdit of Auriiii. 

ghur, *and then' beheged Sultangllur, conimbnly named Salheen 

\ 

D'aood Kdian arrived at Multeher about eight o’clock at night 
after a -forced march, but the baggage did not -come up, nor alfi 
a great number of the fepoys, until the next day. Here he let 
the baggage, and the next morning, before funrife, moved to th( 
relief of Salheer ; hut before he had advanced far, hearing that i 
had beeh takem he returned, and Halted fome days^ after which 
feciiring his hagg'age at the pats of Kunche'hah Muiichenah, he pre 
pared Id follow the eiiemy-with fpeed, who were plundering On a] 
quarters.' 'Meef Syed at tlie fort of Tippehghur in BSrar, heariiij 
of a body of the enemy collected in the iieighboUrhbod, 'niarchei 
upod thetn-in- the night, and put feveh hundred to the fWord. A 
this timej the emperor being much dilple'afed at' tile ill-* cohd'ub 
Of the. Maharaja Jeffvvuht ' Sing; in exciting enmity • between th 
prince dnd Dilleef Khan, recalled him from Dekkan, and orderec 
Hiih to Giizarat; fending iii his room Lohraip Mahabut Khan, foj 
of the’ celebrated Mahabut IGi'an Jdhaungeeree. ‘ This ameer,'“afte 
the death of his late majedy, left off beating the nbhut as lifual 
only at twelve o’clock at night and at daybreak he founded it j 
diott fiffie; m'erely out- of cool fefped: to the reigning fndnarch j bu 
during the time of marchings \vhen it was notxuffomary, from Get- 
ting Out until his difivd .at the ground, his elephant druihs nevej 
ceafed,- andr at eVeiy two miles one loud hfeat of thd ndbut 
founded. When he '-alighted, a general difch'arge of. the artiller) 
was given; This difplealihg Aurungzbbe, he was recalled from 'the 
governfhent of 'Gabur-fO tHd prefence, 'and thbrdy after ordered' h 
cOrlirhand- tlie army in’ Dekkan. .He\had three' thouland houfe- 
hold ' troops,' his ovvn dependants. ‘Daood Khan being appointed 

. ' E 2 ^ - hh 
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his fccond, was difgufted, and requeued to be recalled. Mahabut, 
after; paying his refpefts to the prince at Aurangabad, joined' the 
army at Chandour, where, he -was ■vifited by Daood IChan, who, 
though an, ameer of five thoufand, was not treated by him witli 
much attention which encreafed that , nobleman’s difguft, and 
raifed it into enmily; but as the imperial affairs were in queftion, 
and dependant on their agreement, he did not chufe to fhew it 
openly., 

1 . . - -.1 . , , 1 

t It was determined that, prior to engaging in other fervice, the 
fort of Aoont, which Sewajee had reduced, Ihould be retaken. 
Accordingly, Mahabut Khan carried on his approaches on one fide,’ 
and Daood Khan on others, fo as to form a blockade. -The bat- 
teries, played for a whole month, when a breach being made on the 
fide of ih^ahabut Khan, the befieged, terrified at the dangers of a 
ftorm, applied to Daood Khan, who let them pafs from the fort 
through hi$ entrenchments, and lending his own men, took polfef- 
lion ofjthe place. Mahabut Khan, as this was done without his 
knowledge, ijvas much offended, and their mutual ’hatred grew to 
the greateft pitch.’ The fort being properly garrifoned, the army 
marched’ to Ahmednuggur, and then cantoned for the rainy feafom 
in the pergunnah.of Balneer; but Daood Khan, agreeably to his 
petition, tyas recalled to the prefence. 

I 1 ' 

H.ioSa. • Mahabut Khan, during the months of the rains, ipent his time' 

D. 1671. in a continual round of fellivity, giving no attention to publick 
afiairs or the, punilhment of the enemy j land the army was cor- 
rupted by his luxury and indolent example. He had brought in his 
train to Dekkan, four hundred dancing girls, drolls, and mimics 
of Cabul and Lahore, who were daily rewarded , by 'prefents and 
favours. It at laft reached the emperor’s ear, that Mahabut Khan' 
was in fecrct combination with Sewajee, whom he did not pufli to 
fach extremities, nor pumlh, as he had it in his power to do. 

Upon 
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Upon tiis, he , ws recalled ‘to court,- iand; Kbkultafli . Khan; ap^ ■ 
pointed; in liis rieady i.who, with Dilleer Khaii , Afghaun, Koottuh; 
ad Dien Khan, ■. and others, coming from .Guzarat, agreeably to the 
imperial orders, immediately : befieged the fort of : Sultanghur, de- 
taching for • this purpofe A khlaafs ; Khan Meana, Rapw Amir Sing • 
Chunderaowt, vvdth. their own and other troops; , - Kokultafh Khan 
marched to : within . fix cofs ^ of Ahmedhuggur to , meet Mahabut 
Khan, who after the interview departed for court. Intelligence 
how arrived, -that the enemy ; had’ attacked Akhlaafs Khan, v7ho, 
with Mohukkuni Sing,. , fon of Raow ; Amir Sing Chunderaowt, 
being badly wounded, were, taken prifoners.. The raow himfelf; 
with .many others, falling- in the adtion, the royal forces were de- 
feated, /and all the baggage fell into the hands of . the . vidlors. 
Bahadur Khan, upon tins,., inarched to ;Oyertake 
themy but “ upon; his - arrival at Noleher in; Buggellana, learned that " 
they had fafely retreated ^o Kokun with all their plunder. . < 

: ..::/,.A/bQdy.^^^^ in the iervice of Dilleer ^an having • 

committed great irregularities, and killed a traveller,- Bahadur Khan 
,endeaydtired to bring the murderers- to punifhment, ^ but they could 
. not, be apprehendedy as .they always Ikreened each .other j upon 
which .Bahadur Khan, by way of example,; to,: deter them ^ for the 
future,, drew out his ^ artillery j but they> ,difregardirig., this,. 'He 
to throw rockets, 'when he ordered the cannon to fire, and abo'nt , hx 
hundred of the Afghaiiris- were ; in an: inftant laid dead on the plain, 
yhe .prince.v Mahummud ' Mauzim Was recalled from the govern- 
i^?ht of pekkan, and -Bahadur TChah fucceed, him. 

Narndaur Khan, the ;fon .of Jaffier.;!^ was entrufted with the 
care of. the rCountry of ;Buggellana. . Jadop Terrai Dekkannee and 
Seedee ,Hullall Khan wero di^atched - to. prote^ 'Goolihunabad and 
:^he Mham^ from entering the country on- that quarter. 
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- The prince Mahubimud Mauzim shavihg Ihewn grdat fa\*our to, 
and having an aifedtionate regard forj Mohin 'Sm^, fon of Raovv 
Ketrtih, oft this account he was much envied by the prihce’s fer- 
vants, who were daily feeking for an opportunity to difgtaCe him. 
It happened that a tame deer, belonging to MahuinfflUd Shaw, the 
meet tozuk, efcaping from his keeperioftrayed into Mohin Sing’s 
' court, and wa^ brought to him by his ferVants. He, not knoiVing 
•whole it was, and feeing it a fine dnimil, 'ordered it to be kept. 
The next morning, when MOhin Sing was fitting in fhd haE of 
audKiiee with other attendantsi before the prince’s entrance, Ma- 
hummiid Shaw came up to him, and began to cfvE. ''ThoiigH 
Mohin Sihg repeatedly aflured him that he would return the deer 
as foon as he Weht home, this did not^ fatisfy hiin j and advancing 
to the fe£t, hfe exclaimed, “ Sedd for it hfcre inftantly, of I sVill 
” “ not let you fife.” Mohin Siiig, ' upon 'this, being ihu'ch' fen^ 
raged, clapping his hand to his Ikbre, got up quickly, dnd a ren» 
centre enfued, in which they each received feyeral wounds. At 
length, fome of the prince’s fervants ruflied together -on hiohin 
felng, who, being weak from lots of blood, leaned againft a pdlat 
of the hail, when an armoufbearer gave him another Wodnd-'On* thef 
head, and he fainted away on the ground ; but his fervants nbtv 
gathered^ found him, and prevlefoed hi5 receitrihg’ ’fiirthef^hurt. 
Puddnm Singi his elddt brother, -who Was fitting’ in anpthe'f part 
of the hall, hearing Of his being Wounded,' nOW rafl up,' and with 
one ftroke of his fabre finiflied'Mahummud Shaw ; upon Which the 
prinde’s ferVant^ ran confufedly out of the balcony, and o"thers threw 
themfelves headlong into the area.' ^ Pilddufn SiHg flood 'over file 
body of Mahummud Shaw, refolved to kill any 'one who ihould 
attempt to fake it aWay"; when 'a number of Raajepobtes,' Eelongf 
irtg to liirtl and his brother, ‘ entered the hall with i palanquin, ihfd 
uluch they put Mohin Sing; -not ”701 deadj ahd werfe' advance'd ofi 
the nay out as far as the flation of the rocket men, when the prince 
entered the hall, but, feeing aE in confufion, inftantly retired, and 

ordered 
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ordered flrid fearch to be made, for tlie murderer of Mohin Sing, 
but his domeilics concealed him. Puddum Sing, fufpedling that 
tlie prince might be difpleafed and order him to be apprehended, 
refolved to die in that cafe on the fpot, and therefore continued 
Handing, until raja Roy Sing Sefodia, an ameer of five thoufand, 
came and carried him in fafcty to Mohin Sing’s, lioufe. 

Mohin Sing breathed his laH on the road home, and his women 
burned themfelves alive with tlie corpfe. The prince was much 
ajftedled witli grief; but, tliough he made much enquiiy, never 
could find out the murderer. 

.Sewajee at tliis time, having - made a peace widi the king of 
Hyderabad^ and received promifes and afiurances to his perfed: 
fatisfadion, went to vifit him. Adna Pundit, .the king’s miniiler, 
tbougb a man of great policy and cunning, and a rival: of ' Sewajee 
in intrigue,' was deceived by his Ihperior art. It was agreed that, 
joining forces, they fhould march againfi: the Beejapore .fultan, ,and 
divide what country they ' might cpnquer between them, and after- 
wards expel the Moguls from Dekkan. Their' firfi: operation was 
planned againfi: Tanjawer, a zemindaree belonging .to.Angpjee, 
Sewajee’s half brother, tributary to Beejapore. 

* • r 

- Sewajee accordingly,- having received a great fum of money 
and large reinforcements, of troops from Hyderabad,, marched for 
Tanjawer, 'and wrote to. Angoj'ee to come; and meet him. - Angojee, 
n6t dreaming of his. brother’s; treachery, came, from Tanjawer to 
Ji'njee, agreeably -to his . requefi-; .and they, had^ an interview, at 
which Sewajee demanded the freafiires which’ their father^ -Sahjee, 
he faidy ^had- left - to him. Angojee, now“ feeing no. way for. efcape 
but by 'chicane, humbly' told; hisL brother, . that the fort' of Tan- 
jawer, the country, -and’ every thing -he' had,.- was' at his.feryice; 
vvhich declaration. fatisfied'Sew^ee, who' fu-ppofedhe. had-his' brother . 

in 
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in his power, and thk he could get from him what he pleafed j hut 
for once he was deceived. Angojee having returned to his tents, 
fled the fame night, with a few confidential fervants, for Tanjawer/ 
where he arrived in twenty hours from Jinjee, which is diflant one 
hundred and tvventy miles .from 'that fort..i Sewajee upon this 
, plundered his brother’s .camp; and haying gotten pofleflion of Jinjee 
by treacheip, as alio of fome other forts belonging to Beejapore and 
Hyderabad, into which he put his own garrifons, retreated,' and then 
fent back the Hyderabad troops to their own country. .Bahadur 
Khan hearing of the meeting - bettyeen Sewajee and the king of 
Hyderabad, marched into his territories; and having exafted 'the 
payment of a large fum of money as a fine, returned to Ahmed- 
nuggur; where he remained fome time,' and then encampe'd for the 
mins at the great 'tank of Temh Bang. ■ Akhlaafs Khan Meana,' 
Mohukkum Sing, and others who had. been wounded and taken 
prifoners-at Sultanghur, ..being now releafed, .joined the camp at 
Ahmednuggur; and having paid -their 'j-efpeas. to Bahadur Khan, 
were re-eftabli(hed in their different tanks. Jadoo Terrai Dekkan- 
nee :wd Seedee.Hullall, who Bad beep. fent for the proteihon of 
GoolBunabad,. having b^n reprimanded harflily by Bahadur Khan 
on the Mharattas entering their neighbourhood,' fin refentment, 
deferted to Sewajee s army. As the Mharattas had, invaded the 
imperial territories, Bahadur Khan marched from Ahmednug<mr 
and, leawng moft of his baggage. in the fort of Candahar^ad 
vanced with all fpeed in purfuit of the enemy to the fort of R.!; 
gecr, where he learned that -they had left tb,. i ^ 
before, after plundering! the towif, and” carrvm ^ 

wives of the inhabitants prifonets. The 
vicinity of Hyderabad, plundered and laid wafte fL'Tnl 
inftigation of Dilleet Khan Intel! places, at, the 

eneiy, who had been at kaml” 
bodies, one of which had paffed^ on the^Lrd "" 


were 
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were plundering tlic imperial poffeffions. Bahadur Khan difpatched 
Dilleer Klian, Koottub ad Dicn KJian, and .other chiefs, after the 
enemy, who had retreated homewards, and marched in purfuit of 
the otlier body himielfj fending Bakee Khan and Futtaeh Khan 
with the artillery and baggage to Aurungabad. He came up with 
and engaged the enemy at a pafs near the fort of Antour. Raja 
Shujaun Sing Bondela, and his brother Inder Mun, with the Mogul 
cavaliy, formed the ■ advanced guard. The enemy Rood lirm for 
fome time, till Soopkerrun Bondela charged the grand body in con-- 
jundtion witli the troops of Balclieram ; when, after a fliort Rruggle, 
they fled, and the royal army purfuing them till night* took much 
fpoil and many horfes^ which had been feized from merchants, to 
whom they were moflly rcfl:ored. 'Bahadur Khan marched the 
next day through the pafs of Antour, and the day after refolved to 
reach Aurungabad, which was flxteen cofs diilant, A few pflicers, 
who had rode on before, fell in witli fome thoufands of the enemy, 
and defended themfelves on an eminence till tlie army came up, 
when they fled, and Soopkerrun Bondela purfued, them for fome 
’COjfs, and killed above four hundred, taking much plunder : his fon 
Raow Dulput was wounded. The next day Bahadur Khan arrived 
with .the army at Aurungabad, and encamped fome time in the 
neighbourhood of that city. He conferred prefents of horfes and 
arms on his gallant offleers, and, in return' for their Services, re- 


commended them to his majefly for promotion to higher rank. He 
next marched from Aurungabad to Satterah Batterah,. thirty cofs 


diflant, where he encamped. Dilleer Khan, with his detachment, 
had purfued the enemy as far as the fort of Merrooje in Beejapore, 
' when he returned with much plunder taken from them. As the 
Mharattas had for the two lafl fpring harvefls made incurflons into 
Khandefhe through the hills of Ballaghaut, Bahadur Khan caufed 
^ redoubts to he eredfced in each pafs, , and artillery, with proper 


guards, to be flationed in them. Accordingly, they were built at 
the following places j Ferdapore, Loondapore, Mulkapore, Kuflb- 
VoL, IL ■ - F . ! ree. 



! 
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ree, Raujdehr, Laknehwara, Deogatn, Rajorah, Dilleerpore, and 
three or four other places. 

' This year died Koottub al Moolk, fultan of Hyderabad ; and, 
leaving behind him no male children, was fucceeded by Abou 
HouSun, who had married his eldeft daughter j a perfon of a moft 
debauched charafter j but, to the furprize of all, upon his acceffion 
to the throne he threw off every bad habit, and became both an 
excellent man and prince. , According to cuftom, he fent am- 
baffadors to the imperial court with proper offerings, which were 
received, and a gracious firmaun returned in anfwer. 

Mahahut Khan, on his arrival at court from Dekkan, was ap- 
pointed a fecond time to the government of Cabul; but again 
diljilaced in a Ihort time after, and died on ^the road in his way 
to the prefence. He was a’ chief poffeffed of true nobihty, and a 
great encourager of brave Ibldiers, of whom he had always a fine 
houfehold body. He had a rehance on the Rdajepootes, in pre- 
ference to the Moguls, Shekhs, or Afghauns , and, ■when m Dek- 
kan, had about a thoufand of the former with him, to whofe 
charge he always trufted the guard of his haram and fleeping apart- 
ments. Bahadur Khan bellowed a munfub and other honours on 
Beejajee Naick, a capital zemindar of Dekkan, whole fon had 
married Sewajee’s daughter, and was a chief of great gallantry 
' and reputation. 

I 

1083-4. Bahadur Khan, learning that the Mharattas were colleaing in 
5.1672-3' the neighbourhood of Poonah, left his baggage at Chummar Koon- 
dah, and by forced marches came up with and gave them a fignal 
defeat, in which Soopkcmin Bondela behaved with particular gal- 
lantry. He then moved to Burragaum, twenty cofs diftant fronv 
Ahmednuggur, on the banks of the Beemrah, a river fepamting 
the Hyderabad territories from thofe of Beejapore, .and which has 

its 



AURUNGZEBE’s OPERATIONS IN DEKKAN. 


3S 


* 


jts fource from the mountains of Kokun at a place called Bliamcan / 
Sunkree, near tlie fort of Loeghur. Here Bahadur, to perpetuate 
his memor)^ built a fort and ercdlcd a magnificent palace, which 
he called Bahadur Ghur. Dulput Roy Bondela • was promoted 
to the rank of. three hundred, and tlie fons of Bahadur Khan,. 
Mirza Houfilin and Mirza Mhoufilin, were honoured with the 
titles of khan. Inder Mun Bondela was appointed to command 
the fiation of Goolfliunabad. Sutterfal, the fon of Chumput Bon- ■ 
dela, difgufled at not finding promotion, and being in diflrefied 
circumfiances, went over to Sewajee ; but, as he placed little con- 
fidence in the people of Hindoofian, after fiiewing him fome civilities, 
he gave him his difmiffionj upon which, finding himfelf without 
refource, he returned to his own country, where, colledling liis 
dependants, he. raifed a rebellion, and pofiefied himfelf of great 
part of the zemindaree. 

About this time died Ali Adil Shaw, king of Beejapore, wdiofc 
ancefiors were defeendants of the emperors of Turky. Eufufi^ a' 
prince of- tlie Ottoman family, was entrufted by his mother to the 
care' of a merchant, through fear of' the brotlier, then emperor.’ ' 
The merchant coming to Damaun brought the young prince with 
him, and firom thence, travelled to Dckkan, where, fortune be-’ - 
friending his charge, he founded the kingdom of Beejapore, filling 
himfelf Eufuff Adil Shaw, and eredled the citadel of Beejapore, 
which bears his name. Ali was fucceeded by his fon Secunder, an 
infant. Khouafs Khan Hubfliee, a favourite of his father’s, was 
entrufied with his education and the command of the fort. Abd al 
Kerreem Meana, the fon of Abd al Raheem, fon' of Belole Khan, 
(who, in the reign of the late emperor Shaw Jehaun, had followed 
the fortunes of Khan Jehaun Lodi, and efcaped with him from* 
Agra, upon his death entering firfi into the fervice of the king of 
Hyderabad, and afterwards of the Beejapore prince, who raifed him 
to, high rank) .commanded the minor king’s armies. 

- F'2 On 
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On the death of AU Adil Shaw, Sewajee, intending to reduce 
the country, and marry hU fon Simbah to the daughter of Ruftum 
Raowj with royal fpkndOuf and magnificence, in order to divert 
from him the imperial arms; that he might be at liberty to exe- 
cute his defigns, began to intrigue for that purpofe. He difiniffed 
Jadoo Terrai and Hullall Khan, who. had deferted to him from the 
imperial army, telling them he could not keep them, as he now 
meaht to aik for peace. Thefe chiefs having at the interceffion of 
SoOpkerrun Bondela been .pardoned by Bahadur Khan, returned to 
his camp. Sewajee now fent deputies, with prefents of an ele- 
phant and many rarities, to Bahadur Khan, requefting a truce, till 
through his intereft forgivenefs of his crimes from the emperor 
could be ratified 5 upon the arrival of which, if the KhaOj would 
fend his elded fon to condutl him, he would fubmit to his clemency. 
Bahadur Khan, not aware of his intriguing craft, confented to a 
truce, and immediately fent olF an exprefs to the emperor, then at 
Houffiin Abdal on the borders of Cabul, which arrived at court in 
thirteen days. A firmaun was iffiied in reply, that he fliould ba 
cautious not to be deceived by the Mharatta, and before he formed 
any treaty, fend Mailed Berkhordar, who knew the artifice of 
Sewajee, with fome Confidential fervants of his own, to found his 
fecret defigns, which he ihould, when explored, communicate to 
the emperor, who Would then give futther orders. 

Bahadur Khan, upon the arrival of the firmaun, difpatched 
Mahummud Saad Khan and Gongaram Guzaratee, confidants of 
his own, with Mailed Berkhordar, to amufe Sewajee. This crafty 
politician, who had already found time to elFefl: part of his fchemes 
and pOlTefs himfelf of the fort of Pemalleh, belonging to Beejapore, 
received the deputies at Rairee, and for the firll day treated them’ 
with all cuftomaiy honours; but the next, gave them a final 
anfwcr, faying, “ What fuperiority has your mailer gained over 
« me, that I fliould confent to fubmiffion? Be gone fpeeddy from 

“ hence. 
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<< hence, or yon will be dilgraced/' Upon hearing this, the 
^firighted deputies returned with an account of their reception to 
Bahadur Khan, who forwarded it to court. The emperor, out of 
his abundant kitidncfs, to confole the mortified khan, promoted him 
to the rank of feven thoiifand hoife and the title of Khan Jehaun 
Bahadur Kokiiltafli Zuflir Jung ; his elder brothet, named Muzzuffir 
HoufTein, to the title of Aziim Khan and rank of fix thoufand; 
and his fons, one to the title of Muzzuflir Khan, and the otlier, of 
Nufierut Khan, with proportionable commands. 

Baliadur ICItan upon this promotion kept a grand feflival, to 
wliich he invited Namdaur Khan, the fon of Jadier Khan, from 
Buggellana ^ and gave away among the amras and their followers, 
thirty one elephants, above five iumdrcil horfes, two tlioufand ele- 
gant drefics, befides fwords, armour and other valuable articles. 

At this' time contentions prevailed between the Dekkanees 
and Afghauns of Beejapore. Dunnanut Pundit, who was much in. 
the confidence of Khouafs Khan, artfully promoted the inveteracy 
of the parties, in hopes that he fliould fucceed whatever chief 
might be difplaced. He obferved to Khouafs Klian, that the 
Afghauns had acquired - too much power in the flate ; that the 
prince being a minor, himfelf confined to the fort, and Sewajee 
having feized many diflridls of the kingdom, in this fituation it 
Would be pradent to implore the protection of the emperor, in 
conjunction with hisT troops' to punifli Sewajee, and regain the 
ufurped territories ; which effected, he might then eafily expell the 
mutinous and rebellious Afghauns. 

■The Ethiopian approved of his fchemes, and fent ' his dewan, 
'Serjatn Raovv, to Zuffir Jung with offers of friendfhip and alliance, 
a's:alfo an invitation to a conference. Zuffir Jung, upon receiving this' 
unexpected but welcome overture, propofed that ICliouafs Kh'ah 
' fhould 



AURUNGZEBE’s operations in-dekkan. 

Ihould march from tBeejapore to Burrapore on the banks of 'the 
Kiftnah, where he would meet him. Accordingly, both parties 
moving to the place appointed, magnificent tents >vere pitched; 
but, as the vvaters of , the Kiftnah fuddenly rofe very high, Zuffir, 

. Jung went in boats to the camp of.Khouafs ;Khany from whence,- 
after fo’me converfation,„he brought him back with him to;his own, 
and gave him) and all his, followers ra grand entertainment ^and rich 
prefents.j Mutual alliances were 'entered into, t and_ the ^daughter of 
Khouafs Khan was betrothed .to Nufferut Jung, the fecond fon of 
Zuffir Jiing ; after which the two chiefs took leave of each other, 
and departed to execute their intended purpofes. i s " 

,1 o.i t ' ' 

Abd al Kerreem, who had attended Khouafs Khan,; Was en-l 
camped at thc'diftance of twelve miles, and DunnanUt conveyed tc.'' 
'him all the particulars of the interview between Zuffir Jung and his 
mafter, infidioufly obferving, that if the Hubfhee Ihould make the 
fort and kingdom an offering to the emperor Aulumgeer, ‘it would 
put an end to Abd a! Kerreera's and his own fortunes. , j ' f ■ 

Abd al Kerreetm, who was eager to obtain the . regency, "de- 
termined to take an opportunity of confining Khouafs Khan on the 
march to Bcejapore; but he being informed of his treachery,^ left 
tlie camp and baggage at Alingah, forty miles from the city, to 
which he departed fuddenly in the night, and thus defeated the 
defigns of his enemy. On Abd al -Kerreem’s arrival at Beejapore,- 
a negotiation of reconciliation was fet on foot, and -at length Khouafs 
Khan, with a few attendants, came out of the citadel to encourage 
the Afghauns; and after the ufual ceremonies of meeting, retired 
with Abd al Kerreem only, to confult in a private apartment. On 
notice being given that Khizzer Khan Punnee, a principal ameer 
was approaching, Abd al Kerreem left the room,' as if to meet him 
but the door was fliut immediately after him, and Khouafs Khan 
made a prifoncr under a ftrong guard. Jumffieed, a Have of Abd 

al 
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al ICcrreem's, got into the fort without oppofition ; and foon after 
he, with Khizzer KJian, entered, and treating witli fliekh Mun- 
naje and tlie oUier Dckkanccs, perfuaded them to march againft 
Sewajee, towards the river Kiilnah } after wliicli he put Khouafs 
Khan to death, 

^ Soon after this, Abd al Kerreem difpatchcd Khizzer Khan, 
towards the KiRnali, witli inflrudlions to afiaflinatc flickh Munnaje,'. 
Khizzer Khan for this purpofc invited him to an entertainment. 
The tliekh complied with the invitation, and had left his tents, 
when on tlie road he heard, that Khizzer Khan had placed a num- 
ber of armed men in concealment to murder him. The fliekli, 
notwithftanding, proceeded, and ' when Khizzer Khan came to' 
meet Iiim, alighted and embraced, but ilabbcd the treacherous 
nobleman while he had him in his arms, cfcaped, and joined his 
troops on the other fide of the river. A feufile enfued between the 
Afghaun and Dekkance attendants, in the fquarc of the tents, in 

which many were, fiain on both fides, 

\ 

Shekh Munnaje retired to Adonec, and being joined by Seedec 
Mufaood, Syed Mukhdoom, Sheerza Khan, and other Dekkan 
lords, made an alliance witli Kafil Koor, a principal zemindar, who 
had a confiderable force, and it was refolved between them, to 
attack Abd al Kerreem and cut him off. ‘ 

Abd ai Kerreem being informed of the union of the Dekkanees, 
prepared 'a confiderable army, and marched to oppofe them ; when 
a defperate battle was fought near the fort of Shaw Doneghur, 
twelve cofs from Adonee, in which many chiefs were killed on both 
fides, and it was doubtful to whom remained the vidloiy. Kafil 
Koor, the zemindar, was fiain. At night Abd al Kerreem beat 
the march of vidtory, -and encamped oh the field of battle. The 
Dekkanees having in the night conducted tlieir- wounded to Adonee,' 

moft 
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moft of them . .went'o'ver. td .the'idng oT Hyderabad- ' SJjekh Mun-- 
naje'tbokfup his refidencemtrKoolburga in his nwriijaghire,- and 
Aid jd^Kerreem;) with' >his . 'force much diminifoed, retired to: Beq- 
japore;.' where 'he put' to ^ death''Durinanut'LPundit,'Avho 'hadibeeti 
the inftigator of fuch fatal faflion, and feizing' all his’.’.wealth! paid 
- his troops their arrears' with the money; tlms verifying the obfer- 
vatioh, that ‘‘iHe vvho 'digs laipit'fof ^another, ofien.falls into it 
•V-himfelf.”''' It ' tik.-'itV-f ■’■ivY',:'. 

* This year .the' Mliarattas invadedithe; impend 'territories neat' 
Aurangabad,' and Khan Jehaun purfding them;!, engaged and. de- 
feated their 'army near Lafoor. only fourteen cofs ; from the cify; 
after, which he' chafed them as'fir as the fort of Chumber in'Kbkun.- 
At . this time - came intelligence of the imprifotimeht : and death of 
Khouafs Khan, which- difappointed Khan Jehaun's imeafures, and 
he, feprefented the affair to court; after which he. returned to the 
cahtonments'.at'Bahadur':Ghur., ',Orders, fame from the- empetor* 
thatheftiould endeavour either t6:takel Abd el t.Kerreem prifoner, 
or put him to death, and befiege Beejapore; Dilleer Khan was 
again appointed fecond to Khan Jehaun,; and deputed inftantfy on 
his nomination from court to Dekkan; 

1086, ' Khan Jehaun, having made -the necel&ry, preparations. for the 

‘675. w'ar againft Beejapore, ordered Ifla'am Khan Roomee, (formerly 
named Houflein and patha of Buflbrah, who had fought proteftion 
with toe emperor fome years fince, and was promoted, to toe govern- 
ment of .Malwa) from Aurangabad, ., toe charge of which ci^ was 
given to Raow Bhaow Sing, and marched to the banks of the 
Beemrah, ten cols from Sholapore, where he waited for the junOion 
of -his troops.'. , • j.- , . . . ( • - 

Abd al Kcrreciti Khan, having left Beejapore, with a great 
^ arniy encamped at Abundee, about fixr cofs.diftant.; upon which,. 

Khan 
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Khan Jchaiin font the women of liis camp, wiih liis own and the 
fuperiluous baggage, to Sholaporc, and flationing what he meaned 
to' carry with him on this fide the Bcemrah, wliich was at this 
time very higli, crolTcd with the troops, and formed his difpofition 
of battle. On this day, R'aow Raajc Sing Rhatorcc, commanding 
the advanced body of the army, who had been long ill, died on the 
march. Shekh Mnnnajc and fhekh Mahiimmiid Junccdec, having 
agreeably to promife arrived from Koolburga, were introduced to 
Khan Jehaiin by raja Soopkerrun Bondcla, and received a prefent 
of elephants, horfes, and one lack of rupees. Next day the two 
armies prepared for engagement. Koottub ad Dien Khan with 
the advance, Klaam Khan on the right, wdth the corps of Soopker- 
run Bondcla, flickh Munnaje and others, Raow Anoop Sing, Rag- 
onaut Sing Mharatta, Bocherajc Cutchwai and others, on the left, 
having formed, the battle commenced. The cncniy charged 
furioufly in front of Iflaam Khan, but his Turks drove them oit 
twice with great lofs, when their ammunition being expended, Iflaam 
I'Qian ordered up florcs, clofc to his elephant, and was fupplying his 
men, when a Ipark unfortunately lighting among a quantity of car- 
tridges, they blew up, killing and wounding a great number ; but 
to add to the melancholy event, the khan’s elephant being fright- 
ened at the explofion, became ungovernable, and ran into the 
enemy’s line, where the khan, his fon, and the driver, with fome 
horfe who had followed their leader, were fbon cut to pieces $ but 
the elephant having received fevcral wounds,, ran back without his 
houdah, which had been cut off his back. The heat of the battle 
next fell on Soopkerrun Bondela, who, together with fliekh Mun- 
naje and other chiefs, was wounded. The left . wing was ' alfo 
engaged, and Raow Kibber Sing Rhatorce, Kerrun Sing, a mun- 
fubdar, with Raow Raaje Sing, and the other Raajepootes, after 
fighting defperately, were wounded. Great numbers on both fides 
fell, and the fwarry elephant of Abd al Kerreem was taken by 
Kifhoor Sing Harrah. The battle ceafed on the approach of night, 1 
, VoL, II, G without 
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without being decifive on either fide. Khan Jehaun. remained on 
this fide the river, threw up entrenchments round his camp, and 
fortified them with artillery. The Afghauns during the night 
made an attack upon the baggage on the other fide of the river, 
great part of which they plundered, put numbers to death, and 
carried oif fuch of the followers of the camp as they chofe j fo that,' 
from this lofs, and the hidden rife of the river, it no longer remained 
in the power of the imperial army to oppofe the Afghauns. Koot- 
tub ad Dien Khan, with the approbation of Khan Jehaun, formed a 
truce ; and the army then recrofling the river, fliekh Munnaje was 
difpatched to Koolburga, to fecurc poflefilon if poflible of that for- 
trcfs. At this time Dilleer Khan arrived from the prefence, and 
the waters of the Beemrah, on account of the rains, ftill continuing 
exceedingly high, it was agreed for the prefent, that the fort of 
Tulderruk Ihould be taken from the fons of Khizzer Khan Punnee, 
who refided there. Khan Jehaun accordingly marched, and began 
his approaches. Raja Inder Mun Bondela, agreeably' to orders, 
joined the camp Irom Gool/hunabad. Mahummud Atta, a fon of 
Khan Jehaun’ s, being wounded by a cannon fhot, died. Akhlaals 
Khan Meana made an aflault on the town belonging to the fort, 
and carried it. Abd al Kerreem at the infiigation of the Afghauns 
in the royal army, who refpedled him on account of their connec- 
tion by tribe, having moved from Eeejapore, crofled the Beemrah 
with a confiderable force, to the relief of Tulderruk ; upon which 
Khan Jehaun thought proper to raife the fiege and march to receive 
the enemy. Abd al Kerreem encamped within fix miles of the fort, 
and his tents appeared in fight of the royal camp. Though the day 
was far fpent and twilight approached, yet by the advice of Dilleer 
Khan and others, having left Runmufi Khan for the proteSion of 
the baggage, a battle commenced. A body of Afghauns from Abd 
al Kerreem s line, and another from the fort, having formed a 
jun£Uon, charged in the rear of Khan Jehaun’s army, and the 
khan having crofled a watcrcourfe, deep and muddy, with Boche- 

raajo 
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raaje Cutcliwai and Ragonaut Sing Mharatta, oppofed tlie enemy. 
Bocheraaje was killed fighting gallantly, and the latter, with many 
others, was wounded. Koottub ad Dien Khan, charging to their 
affiftaiice, prefervcd the wounded from being cut to pieces. Abd 
al Kerreem- trying to gain the fort during the night, his baggage 
was plundered, and Khan Jehaun followed him within cannon fliot 
of tlie walls. After fome days the army encamped at KJiaut- 
kaloon, eight cofs from Tulderruk. Raow Anoop Sing, at the 
requefi: of IChan Jehaun, was honoured with the title of raja. 
Madna Pundit, minifter to Abou Houflun, king of Hyderabad, had 
joined Abd al Kerreem with troops and money j but feeing that 
oppofition could not in the end be made to the - imperial army, 
retreated to his own country. Abd al Kerreem, after remaining a 
month in Tulderruk, returned to Beejapore. Khan Jehaun fent his 
dewan Luckeram, to bring over fome Beejapore chiefs, who had 
taken refuge at Hyderabad, as alfo the troops of 'that Rate, to join 
him, and marched in purfuit of Abd al Kerreem towards the Beem- 
rah. Many Ikirmiflies happened on the. route. At Hingeh he 
halted/ and called together the Dekkanees and exiled Beejaporees, 
who had fled to different places. Seedee Mufaood, Sheerza Khan,' 
and' others, joined. Luckeram brought an army from Hyderabad, 
and had alfo effeded a truce with Sewajec. Four thoufand horfe, 
fent by different imperial fojedaars, and a^ number of other troops, 
joined y fo that an army^was now colleded fufflcient to reduce 
Beejapore. 

While affairs were thus fituated, the Afghaun chiefs of the im- 
perial army, out of regard to their tribe, privately fent meflages 
to Abd al Kerreem, that if this vafl army fhould march to Beeja- 
pore, his affairs would be ruined pafl: redemption; fo that his 
only way to avoid the florm would be to make propofals of peace 
to Khan Jehaun, and come in to vifit him, after vvhich the troops 
‘ ' . G 2 would 
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would be'difperfed, and he be at liberty to regulate his govern- 
ment. 

Abd al Kerreem, liftening to this advice, entreated peace of 
Kdian Jehaun, promifing that if the imperial army fliould .move to 
the banks of the Beemrah, he would come to meet himj and 
requeuing that he would fend Akhlaafs Khan to conduit him to an 
interview ; after which he would fubmit to any conditions he might 
impofe, as he regarded himfelf now as the emperor’s fubjedl. 

Khan Jehaun, after deliberating on the difcordant ftate of his 
army, agreed to his requefts ; and having fent away the auxiliaries 
to their different countries, moved from Hingeh, and encamped on 
the banks of the Beemrah. 

hio86. ' Khan Jehaun, agreeably to the requell of Abd al Kerreem, 

D. 1676. his brother Akhlaafs Khan to meet him, and a few days after- 
wards dilpatched alfo Koottub ad Dien Khan. A letter arrived 
from Ihekh Munnaje, that novv there was an opportunity, which, 
if troops were fent to Alinder, he would feize, of acquiring the 
fort of Koolburga. Abd al Kerreem requefting that Dilleer Khan 
might be fent to receive him, Khan Jehaun left him at Angul- 
kote, and went himfelf to Alinder, from whence he fent Gon- 
garam, his own dewan, with Vizier Beg, fon to Collinder Khan, 
the kelladaar of Zuffirabad Bieder, to Ihekh Munnaje, who, on 
the day of their arrival with him, got admiffion into Koolburga by 
treachery, and having confined Nangooroy, the khelladiar, put the 
place into their poffellion, and agreeably to orders returned to Khan 
Jehaun. Khan Jehaun, through Runmull Khan, made promifes 
of munfubs and prefents to the fons and dependants of lUiizzer 
Khan, and fending his own bukhllii, Alla ad Dien Khan, to them, 
they evacuated the fort of Tulderruk, when ZufHrnuggur, com- 
monly called Tumnee, was allotted for the refidence of their fhmi- 
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lies. After vifiting Tulderruk, and ordering meafures for its fafety, 
he returned to camp, and difpatched to court an account of his 
operations; which meeting the emperor’s approbation, the fons of 
Khan Jehaun were promoted to liigher rank ; Muzzuffir Khan to 
the title of Himmut Khan Baliadur, and Nuflerut Khan to that of 
Sippedar Khan, Raja Inder Mun Bondela dying, at die requeft of 
Klian Jehaun, his zemindarce and the title of raja were conferred 
upon his foil jeffwunt Sing. 

Abd al Kerreem having left Beejapore with Akhlaals Khan, 
and condoled with the fons of Koottub ad Dieii Khan, who had 
died on the road, met Dilleer Khan. He encamped about four 
cofs from ■'Alinder ; and Khan Jehaun, agreeably to his promifes, 
having pitched a mojfl; fplendid tent, with poles and ornaments of 
lilver, went in the.greateil pomp and magnificence, attended by all 
the amras, to receive liim. Abd al Kerreem Khan and Dilleer 
Khan, with all the Afghauns in their train, advanced, and the • 
chiefs firfi; met fitting on their elephants, and, after pafling mutual 
compliments, alighted at the tent'; when Klian Jehaun prefented 
Abd al Kerreem * with elephants, horfes, and arms, ornaments of 
jewels, trays of rich cloths, as alfo the tent, and proper carriages 
for its conveyance. After converfation, he difmilfed him to his 
camp, and returned to his own. Mallek Berkhordar, agreeably to • 
the emperor’s orders, was fent as xefident to Beejapore. Abd al 
Ruflbol Khan was appointed kelladaar of Koolburga, Collinder 
Khan* of Tulderruk, and Vizier Beg exalted by the title of Jaun 
Baz Khan^ 

> 

Abd al Kerreem Khan and Dilleer Khan being difiatisfied at Khan 
Jehaun’s having got pofieffion of Tulderruk and Koolburga, agree- 
ably to the fchemes they had formed from the infirant of their meet- 
ing, wrote petitions to court, fetting forth, that Khan Jehaun had 
made private agreements with the king of Hyderabad, the Dekkan- 
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nees, the king of Beejapore, and Sewajee, and did not aft with vigour 
in his governments but that if he fliould be called to> the prefence, 
and proper affiftance afforded them, they would bring Hyderabad 
into the imperial pofTeffion without delay. 

.Khan Jehaun, with Abd al Kerreem and the united armies, 
marched from Alinder to Koolburga, and it was agreed that they 
fhould go fhortly againft Hyderabad. They vifited the tomb of the 
famous lyed Mahummud Gelbo-derauz, who flourifhed in the reign 
of fultan Firoze Bhamenee. It is a very magnificent edifice, covered 
with a dome, in the middle of an extenfive court. Many of his de- 
feendants repofe near the faint, over whom they have eredled domes. 
A number of them ftill refide there; and during the reigns of the 
Dekkan fultans, great films of money were annually offered to them 
in vows and prefents. The kings of Beejapore and Hyderabad, as 
alfo the zemindars in the vicinity, every year gave rich prefents, and 
many villages were afllgned by both kings'to defray the expenfes of 
the tomb. When it came into the imperial pofieffion, Aurungzebe 
alfo fettled feme farms upon it. There is almoft a continual diifen- 
tlon between the defeendants of the faint, who 'generally come to 
blows every year; and they fpend their time in an affluence and lux- 
ury, enjoyed but by few of the firft nobles. There are alfo at Kool- 
burga many tombs of the Bhamenee kings of Dekkan. In the 
pCrgunnah of Alinder are the magnificent fepulchres of Ladee Anfa- 
rcc, the faint’s lifter, and her children ; and at Boorahannuggur 
thofc of many celebrated perfonages. 

The emperor, deceived by the petitions before mentioned, re- 
called Khan Jehaun from Dekkan, and appointed Dilleer Khan in 
his room. Khan Jehaun left Koolburga for court, the fame day that 
the firmaurt arrived for his recall. 


Dilleer 
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Dilieer Khan, and Abd al Kerreem marched with the army to, 
Mulkeh, a fort .ten cofs from Koolburga, which being but of little 
firength, the befieged evacuated it in the night, and ded to join the' 
Dekkanees, who made fuch oppofition, that the Afghauns durft 
not even dare to look towards Hyderabad. There now fell a con- 
tinual rain, and the fcarcity of grain in tlie camp became exceffive. 
Skirmiflies between the two armies occurred for two months toge-' 
ther daily. Mahummud Beg Khan, commander of tlie artillery, 
Serafrauz Khan Dekk'anee and his fons, with many other imperial 
officers, v^^ere wounded. The other Afghauns who had an enmity 
to Runmuft Khan and the fons of Khizzer- Khan, for having.given 
up the fort of Tulderruk, did not afiift them in the day of battle 5 
but, as they had a feledt body of their own, they gallantly Rood firm 
in > the field, were wounded, and great numbers of their followers 
killed. : 

. ^ . .* 

The troops of Abd al Kerreem being difirefled, defefted in great , 
numbers y fo that the tide of ill fortune turned againfi: the royal army, 
and it became impofiible to remain much longer in. the enemy’s' 
country. Dilleer Khan therefore, on this account,' and to pleafe 
;Abd al Kerreem, , for whom . he entertained the utmofi: friendfliip,^ 
and who had been taken ill, fet on foot a negotiation of truce with 
the . Dekkanees, and began to retreat 'towards Koolburga, intending 
to leave his fuperfluous baggage there, and after fupplying himfelf 
with provifions, to return and attack them, . . ; 

' The firR day’s march the Dekkanees did not moleR him / but 
I on the fecond, looking on the ’ Afghauns as ranning away, appeared 
in great numbers, attacked the; baggage,- killed hundreds pCpepjjle, 
and acquired an immenfe ' plunder. The" fight continued from day- “ 
light till fun- fet, when the royal army- halted at a dry nullah, . where 
it remained two days in the greateR .confufion, being obliged to dig 

wells, 
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wells, before tbe camp could.be fupplie'd With water; Akhlaafs 
Khan and Kunmuft Khan Punnee conamanded’the right wing, Abd 
al Kerreem the left, Dilleer Khan protedled the baggage, and 
Soopkerrun Bdndela, with Ghierut and Muzzuffir, nephews of 
Dilleer Khan, were Rationed in the rear of the whole ; but though 
they had above eight thoufand horfe, it was difficult to quit their 
Ration/ Soopkerrun Bondela, his fon Dulput Roy, and the other 
Raajepoote chiefs, having confulted together, reprefented to Dilleer 
Khan that it was impoffible to remain here longer, as the army 
muR perlfli from want of provifions. This advice had a proper 
effedl, and the chiefs being all united, for the royal honour, and 
their own prefervation, at length marched, but in twelve days 
could only move ten cofs, when they arrived- at Koolburga. The 
Dekkanees, who were full feventy thoufand in number, feldom 
ceafed from the attack j but as the fortune of Aurungzebe attended 
the Raajepootes, tlie enemy did not prevail. The Raajepootes 
upon this trying occalion Ihewed aRonifhing inRances of valour j 
but which to relate would appear as vain boaRing. Mahummud, 
the fon of Koottub ad Dien Khan, was killed by a rockets -and 
on this march the camp was without grain for fome days, when 
the poorer fort were obliged to eat the roots of the plaintain and 
date tree, from which numbers were taken ill; and died Ihortly 
after of dlfordcrs in the bowels. 

As Abd al Kerreem was ib dangeroufly ill as to be pronoun- 
ced paR recovery, Dilleer Khan negotiated a peace between him, 
Scedce Mufaood, and the other Dekkan chiefs, bringing them 
together for a conference. Mutual civilities and vifits were ex- 
changed between the chiefs of both armies, and it was agreed that 
Abd al Kerreem fliould deliver up the citadel of Beejapore to See- 
dee Mufaood, who Riould tlien pay off the arrears to all the troops. 
Abd al Kerreem foon after died, and Dilleer Khan delivered up his 
fon Abd al Raooff for education to Seedee Mufaood, who promlfed 

to 
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to ' let . him fucceed his father in the , command of the • army. ^ The 
' Dekkanees then returned; . to Beejapore,' : where Seedee ' Mufaood 
delayed to pay , the arrears of Abd al Kerreem’s troops, and they > 

'offered . numberlefs indignities ; to his fon, who had inherited but 
Jittle property from his father... The- foldiers proceeded to fuch ex- 
tremities and clamour for their pay, as to feize every thing he had, 
not excepting even the jewels and ornaments of , the women, which 
they forced from them without regard to common refpedt and de- 
cency for the honour, of their;. chief. While the young man was 
thus ufed by his own tribe, the treatment he experienced from 
Grangers mty eafily * be imagined. . Dilleer Khan retyrned with h js 
. army to the imperial provinces, thus ending, without any advan- 
- tage, a very, expend ve and difgraceful campaign. . : ; ^ . 

Khan Jehaun Bahadur on his arrival at court, not finding him- 
felf treated fo gracioufly as ufual,- abfeflted himfelf from the durbar, 
and- refigned his rank. 'and ; commands ; upo.n,. which . Aurungzebe 
pbferved> that he had no oCcafion for pomp, and commanded liim ' 

• to refign his equipage '‘ and train. Accordingly, the khan made an ' 

' offering of his .elephants, horfes, and other ehfigns of dignity,' to 
the - emperor, ' who, however, >after fpme time, . was gracioufly 
pleafed to recall hini to, the Vprefence, and reftore -him to all his 
honours. Raja Jeffwunt Sing Bondela, fon. of the late raja Inder 
-Mun, joined the army in Dekkan with a force befitting, his rank. ' 

. ? ' .DUleer Khan receiving information that the Mharattas had ap- a . H. 1091. 

peared near ZufErabad Biedef, ; having left his baggage at Porundeh A, D. 1680. 

With Soopkerrun Bondela, marched to purfue them j and having 

defeated them and cleared the country, returned to .pafs the rains 

' at Bahadur Ghur. ' Intelligence arrived that . Sewajee had detached a 

force againf: the fort of ; Joneer. Abd. al Tezzeez Khan, the go- 

' Vernor, was . a perfon of much experience and gallantry. Three 

hundtyd of the .enemy in the night afcended the walls by rope lad- 
'VrkT' ' TT‘J - - xV. T • ' 
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3ers, atiA-'etitered'j' but though’ jbe-fcelkdaar-Wd- fent moft of his 
people -with his foris to the affiftance pFYiah'Khan, fojedaur of the 
town,, he bravely '’collefted the few he had left, : with I'his fervants;. 
ahd-pu'fmoft o'f the’aflailahts to 'thefwora. • A few were 'found the 
next 'day Ikulking under ’the bufhes ahd'.ftdries'-a't'the bottom 'of the' 
•^'all, watching for an ;o|)poitunity‘. td-bfcape. Thefe'be ’treate'd 
with 'much kindhefs, . arid fent 'ffidm back to Sewajee, tyith a mBf= 
fage, that while he ..commanded .iri tiie fort, he 'defied^him to take 
it." . ' T - : •/' ' . :/ ./■ 

, As '’the 'eniperdr was much diifatislied at the 'late behaviour of 
theAfghaun chiefs, Jumlat al teolk Affud Khan ‘was ordered'td 
command in Dekkah,- until the 'appointment -of 'another fo'ubahdar;- 
Thepnnce Mahummud Mauzim fliortly after was inverted with, the 
and a firm'aun came to Dilleer 'Khan,' enquiring, as 

were ‘difperfed, ana di'Seni 
hons -occumed among the 'Dekfcanefcs,_ •Why he'; had deliverediup 
Beejapore to.;beedee.‘Mufa'ood-? 'He Vas ':btdeted>tb':.‘colieft'-'rthd 
Afghauns, and enroll tHeiri' in. the. iinperiil teniide'-j alio io-'diaVsr' 
ovei-.'tb himUe qfficers'of -BedjdpoVe 'aha Hyderab'd'd, till fuch timb 
. as. jaghires could be bertowed, allowing each hbrfem'an' -daily riav’ 
'japore ‘^^a^^aty, ■ and lb march immediat'ely 'rigainfl-Beef 

Dilleer Khan,, agreeably to thefe inrtruiuons. havino- .'n. v j t. 
relations of Abd al Kerre'em and other Afghaun chiefs "f 1 

...a Eca 

commended proportionate rank for each j and for fuch hn - v '" 
brought, :,vhich amounted to about W SoS ' n n 

daily pay. Many chiefs received jagh^s lf wt ’ 

by Dilleer Khan for- titles of ndbi ^ bilS 
nifed to the rank of a thoufand,ld came to 
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- ’ On the breaking up of the rains, Dilleer Khan marched from 
Bahadur Ghur, Sambah, the fon of Sewajee, who had qu^relled 
witli his father^ and was confined by him in the fort of Pernalleh, 
having made his- efcape with a few attendants, fent a mef^nger to 
Dilleer Khan, requefling liis protedlion, and that he would fend 
a force to afiifi: him, as Sewajec’s troops were following him clofely. 

Dilleer Khan immediately difpatched Akhlaafs Khan, with Ghierut 
Khan, his own nephew, and other chiefs, with a proper force, and 
followed himfelf Sambah having met Akhlaafs Klian at Kerkum 
Deoee, joined Dilleer Khan with a few of his family ; and tHc 
klian, regarding his corning as a mofi: favourable occurrence, beat 
the march of vi(5lory, and reprefented it to the imperial court, 
from whence Sambah was fliortly after honoured with the title of 
raja, the rank of feven thoufand, and a . prefent of an elephant. 

Dilleer Khan^ made him many prefents himfelf, and appointed ^ 
refidenc^ for his family, with a proper guard, at Bahadur Ghur. 

• 'Dilleer Khan remained the reft of this year,at,Illoje, preparing ^ 
for the expedition againfi; Beejappre. Soopkerrun Bpndela being 
'dangerouhy ill, left his fon Dulput Roy and his folbwers with the 
army, and retired to Bahadur Ghur. ’ % ' - 

In the beginning of this year, Dilleer. Khan marched againfi A. H. 1092. 
Bhopaul Ghur, a fort belonging to Sewajee in the Beejapore coun- A. D. 4681, 
try. Cannon being planted upon a height which commanded the 
inner- part of the place, it was taken in three hour^, and a vafl . 
quantity of grain found in flore, part of ^hich was- delivered to the ' 
troops, much taken by the canip followers, ^^d the remainder fet 
on fire ; after which the fort was razed to the ground, 

'..The fame day the Mharattas appeared, intending to fqccpur the 
place^ and an ad^ion enfued, in which they were defeated and fled. 

The fame -body, a few days • ^terwards, fi?ddenly: attacked and 

Ha plundered ^ ' 
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plundered a detachment fent to colka fupplies for the army, under 
the command of Eeruch Khan, who' took Ihelter in a fmall fort, 
leaving his people and baggage to Ihift for themfelves. Dilleer 
IChan waited on the banks of the'Beemrah for fome necelTary ftores, 
and to crofs his cannon, the river being flooded. \ 

' Soopkerrun Bondela, an ameer of two thoufand five hundred, 
died in his fifty third year, at Bahadur Ghur, and was much la- 
mented'hy ali. Many of his women burned themfelves npon-the 
funeral pile with his corpfe. He was a foldier unequalled, had in 
repeated battles won the prize of valour, and was in general fuccefs- 
ful. He often remarked, that he had efcaped with life from many 
dangers ; and that in the day of battle a foldier Ihould never think 
of himfelf; for whatever the Almighty had decreed would happen 
of courfe. He alfo faid there were two days in which a perlbn 
Ihould not fear death, on that on which providence had decreed it 
Ihould not happen, and that on which it had decreed it Ihould. He 
was bountiful to his friends, and unanxious for his own fortune. 
Dilleer Khan and all the amras condoled with his fon Dulput Roy, 
who was recommended to court, and exalted to the rank of five 
hundred. Soopkerrun always kept a numerous and gallant body of 
men in his fervke, by paying whom munificently he was never 
rich, and though his fon Dulput Roy was raifed but to a trifling 
rank, yet, regarding his future profpeas, he encouraged all his 
father’s followers, and retained them in his own fervice. 

Secunder Adil Shaw now reprefented to Aumngzebe, that he 
efleemed himfelf as one of his ancient flaves, and notwlthllanding 
Dilleer Khan was advancing to invade his country, if the emperor 
would permit one of his fons to many his filler, he Ihould regard 
it as an honour. This met with the royal approbation, and, ac- 
cordingly, Secunder fent the young princefs with much pomp, 
condufled by the phylician Shumfe ad Dien to court, and Dilleer 

Khan 
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Kliati fupplied him with a proper efcort ; but, notwithftauding this, 
he advanced to Beejapore, wliich, although he had twenty thoufand 
horfe with him, he was not able to blockade. On one lide he 
kept up a conftant cannonade, and ruined a canal made by the firlt ' 
Adil Shaw,\which flowed by the citadel and the great mofque, 
tlirough the city. The enemy 'made a fally Trom the town, and 
prefled hard on Syed Lutteef, but Dulput Roy being fent to his 
afflfliance, he repelled die aflailants, and took their ftandard. At 
this tkn.e> the condudb of DLlleec Khan not being approved of by 
Aurungzebe, he recalled liim to die prefence; and the prince 
Mahunimud Mauzim alfo being removed . from the government,. 
Khan Jehaun Bahadur was a fecond time appointed to the foubah- 
daree of Dekkan. Dilleer Khan, upon this, raifed the flege of 
Beejapore, and plundered the country all around it, digging up and 
totally deflroying the magnificent gardens in the environs of the 
city. Sewajee’s meflengers were allowed communication with Sam- 
bah, who now made his efcape with only eleven attendants ; £o diat 
it muff .have happened by the connivance of Dilleer Khan, who 
' made no enquiries or example among the guards wdio watched his 
perfon. Dilleer Khan next attacked the town of Sunker, near Bee-, 
japore,. and having battered down the walls with liis cannon, the 
troops entered, and began to plunder^ but the inhabitants, after 
a defperate fkirmifli, drove them off' again with very grea,t lofs, 

. when Dilleer Khan evacuated the country. 

This year died the Maharaja i Jeffwunt Sing, nearCabuI; and 
his followers brought his infant children, ’ and his women who did 
not Burn- with him, towards their native country. ^ Orders iverO 
fent to cdndudl them to court, where on their arrival, Aurungzebe 
infiftednon the children being made Mahummedans. . Upon this 
the Raajepoote attendants, determining to die rather than fubmit 
to this .order, fled with their charge towards .the raja’s .territories, 
and being hotty purfued by .the emperor’s, troops, fought valiantly. 
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and were moftly cut to pieces, 'but the women and infints arrived 
ftfely at Jodepore; After this, the .courtiers brought a young child 
to his majefly, and pretended he Was the maharaja’s fonj which 
the 'emperor feigning to believe, had him circumcifed, named 
hfahummedee ,Rauje, 'and educated as' luch. The emperor, dif. 
pleafed at the reCIknce'of the Raajepootes to his commands, 
marched to expel the Ions and relations of the late raja from Jode-‘ 
pore ; , which fort loon fell into his hands, and raja Ajeet Bing, with 
the family, took flieltdr in the recefles of the mountains and woods.' 
Inder Sing, was exalted to the rank of three thoufand, and the 
pofleflion of the rauje ; but ’as the dependants of the late prince and 
the people could not be prevailed upon to pay him a proper obe- 
dience, and the country remained long in an unfettled Hate, he was 
degraded and depofed. 

Sewajee having marched from his country to invade the imperial 
territories! totally laid wafte the diftrift of Jalneher and otliers ; and 
his foldiers, notwithftanding his commands to the contraiyi offered 
ihfults to the fervants of Jaun Mahummud, a religious, from whole 
curfes it was believed Sewajee was taken ill, and fhortly after died.* 
Sewajee was as a foldier unequalled, Ikilled in the arts of govern- 
ment, and a' friend to men of virtue and religion. He planned his 
fchemes wifely, and executed them with fleadinels. He confulted 
many on cveiy point, but ailed according to that advice, which/ 
'after weighing in his own mind, he thought beft applicable to his 
defigns. No one was ever acqukinted with his determinations but 

by 

* The Mharatta report is, that he aras poifoned by his wife Soorabaye, who 
could not procure his confent for her fan Rama to fucceed him. Sewajee in this Jaft 
expediiion was defeated, and hotly purfued by the Mogul general, Runmutl Khan. 
Nearly at the fame time, his fleet was almolt deflroyed by the Siddces, in conjunfiion 
svith the Enghlh of Bombay. "It is probable, therefore, that he died neither by 
Po'ifon, nor the vifitation of God at the prayers of a devotee, but rather, by ao 
Uln^ from fatigue in his flight, and vexation at the ill fuccefs of his arms. 
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byte tece;fs of dieir execution. built palaces and -eroded for- 
tifications in every -part of his -country ; and it feemed as if he-had 
the -att of feeirig all hidden treafures, for wherever his people were 
ifent 'to make war, he direded them ■ to fpots where valuable's Were , 

; buried, as if ie had laid them there himfelf. “■ He 'kept forty thou- 
fand horfes in his ftaibles, which he had mounted to adion by fol- 
diers named bargeers. Every ten horfes -had one taweeldaur, who 
had the care ;of feeding them, as alfo -one water cai'rier, and: a torch 
•bearer ^ each hundred had an ofxicer - over the ten taweeldaurs j ' • arid • 
'every dioufand a chief, who comnianded the other ten. Wherever Ke 
Tent hye or iixrihoufand, a chief of confequence , commanded on the 
Tervice. He alfo entertained men who had their, own horfes 5 but the ^ 
'Mliarattas, whohad moil pay, were bargeers. W'lien hehetached 
an army on fervice, he fupplied his bargeers with clothing and arms ; - 
land ' after ,te plunder of a country, whatever rerriained iri their 
‘hands above their amount, -was carried to the -account of his trea’- 
Tury. , He had , numberleis . informers about his troops ^To- that if 
'Ihey kept back ‘any money or goods from account, he forced them 
fe)';^ve. theni'up.r ' v,. i'-" ■ V-:.'- '•■\v 

' ' Sambah/ ^ or Sambaj ee, who fucceeded- his * father - in the 'ratij e, 
"generally-'iiient his time in female pileafures and exeetee dfinking, 
‘anh poireffed.no talents government. He purfued fuch a Jirie-df 
‘Cbndu(fl'as difobliged his father’s fervants, a.rid' in a ihbrt time-dif- 
lipated in vanity the treafures ' Sew^ee had^amalfed.: He liflened to 
the advice of no one, having a .conceited- opinion of his own abili-^ 
tiesV/and ChofeTor his favourite, 'Kubhullufs,- abramin, .with whoria 
he' adled fuch fceites as made him hateful to the world. 


iAfker 


t t .TEe partlzahs Rama'cndeWoufed -tb ‘.ppipofe - the fucceffion of -Sanibah, '.but 
Were foon Overcome, ^andrRam^ into /Cpniinement.: j.Spofabaye,rin'.delp3irat:the 

fate pfher fon,' put herfelf to death, V ^ ^ . , 
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Aflcer JChan Bukhfhi and Dulput Roy, with Serafrauz Khan and 
other amras, having obtained leave from Dilleer Khan, went to meet 
■ Khanjehaun. Dilleer Khan marched to efcort his women from 
Bahadur Ghur,. and prepare for his journey to the prefence. Khan 
Jehaun having arrived, after an interview with the prince Mahum- 
mud Mauzim, difpatched_ an efcort with him to court, agreeably 
to orders, and then halted for the rainy feafon near the fort of 
Aoont. After the rains, the Mharattas having entered the imperial 
territories, Khan Jehaun marched along; the banks of the Gung on 
the road to Loehghur, which 'had been deftroyed by Khan Dow- 
raunj and moving through the pafs of Ferdapore, ten cofs from 
Aurangabad, afcended the mountains of Kunneher, through a moll 
.uneven road, covered with wood; fo that the troops met with great 
difficulties, and were two days and nights without their tents and 
baggage, diftrefled for water and provilions. At length he en- 
camped near the tomb of fhekh Fereed, thirty cofs from Aurunga- 
bad. At this city died Raow Bhaow Sing Harrah, and many of his 
women facrificed themfelves on his funeral pile. . As he had no fon, 
his nephew was fent for, agreeably to the imperial orders by the 
prince Mahummud Akber, to Oojein, where he was ftabbed in the 
wardrobe as he was putting on a drefs of honour, given upon his 
' inveftiture in the zemindaree of his uncle. This was fuppoled to have 
been done by the emperor’s command. Raja Anoop Sing Rhatoree 
was left in charge of Aurungabad, and Khan Jehaun detached 
Raow Dulput in purfuit of the Mharattas. 

• 1 

1094. j The beginning of this year, when Khan Jehaun was encamped 
1682, at Babilgaum, fixteen cofs from Aurungabad, intelligence was 
brought one morning, about four o’clock, that the Mharattas, by 
the route of Ahmednuggur and Moorgee Puttun, were advancing 
rapidly towards Aurungabad. He ilTued orders of march inllantly, 
and having fecured his baggage, left a force to protedl it; then 
moving from the ground with all expedition, reached the city about 

noon; 
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noon ; "which, if he had not arrived that day, mull inevitably have 
- been plundered. Accounts were now brought that the enemy were 
feen in great numbers at Kafee Porah and the Hill of Sitterrah ; 
alfo, _that^ raja Anoop Sing, with his followers, was drawn up in 
his quarters, but duril" not venture to advance j upon which Khan 
Jehaun' marched oh with all poffible fpeed, and upon -his appear- 
ance > the enemy fled without haring to engage, when he encamped 
at the - tank of Maharaja Jeffwunt Sing. The inhabitants of the 
city had been much alarmed, and thut up their houfes, the doors 
of which they had barricadoed, and prepared" for defence. Khan 
Jehaun, as the rains were now fetting in, took up his refidence in 
the imperial palace 5 and an order having arrived from court for the 
purpofe, began to eredt a wall round the city, • in order to- prevent 
'any fudden attack frorn an enemy. 

/ 

Intelligence arrived, that fultan Mahummud Akber,. from the 
rafhnefs of youth, and the intrigues of the Raajepootes,. having 
rebelled, the erriperor had marched with a few ’ troops from Ajmeer 
to correct him. The prince had, without , {landing a battle, fled, 

' with Darruk Dafs Rhatoree, towards Dekkan. ^ Khan Jehaun; 
upon ' this intelligence, marched from the .city at twelve o’clock at 
night', and on the road received a letter frorn^ the fojedaur of Bug- 
gellana, informing him, l that Akber had gone by that way to Gool- 
fhunabad,' and the khan, on his arrival there, found that he had 
only one day before pafled and entered Kokun by the road of Ter- 
rung 5 upon which, being difappointed of overtaking the fugitives, 
he retreated to Aurungabad, and dilpatched the news to court : but 
it was afterwards reprefented, that Khan Jehaun was' negligent in 
the purfuit, and might have taken the ' prince, if he had chofen. 
Sambah, efleeming Akber’s coming as a fortunate circumftance, 
received him with the 'refpedl due to his rank, and gave liim a 
, fliitable refidence near the fort of Khulna; on the fea coafl:. He 
appointed extenfive ' hunting grounds for his amufement, prelented 
■VoL. II. I him 
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him 'daily ■rtfith money to pay fix hundred cavalry, his follosvers, and 
once a week, regularly, 'Vifited him, always obferving a 'proper 
deference to his dignity, as one of the imperial princes. ' 

Dulput Roy, who had been detached to puniih the IVlharatfas, 
returned after his campaign to Aumngabad, when an extraordinary 
And dangerous affair occurred to "him. It appeared that a fervant of 
Sambah’s, having taken a houfe in Begum Porah, fecretly levied 
foldiers and bought aims for the fervice of the rebel prince. This 
intelligence was conveyed to Khan Jehaun; who dilpatched a guard 
to feize the' accufed perfons and it happened that, Dulput Roy 
palling at' the time, he ran through the crowd of his attendants, and 
got clear off. . Khan Jehaun’s people avowed that they had taken 
the man, and that the roy’s followers had feized him from them by 
force ; ,'upon which the khan fent to demand him of the roy ; but 
he, wild had not the leafl kfiowledge of the affair, went to Khan 
Jehaun, and related his innocence of the charge. Khan Jehaun ftill 
relying on .the declaration of Ms own people, was offended j and 
the roy, finding argument of no avail, left him, in a palliorl. 
Two days afterwards, the khan determined to fend a force to fearch 
for the offender j but all the Bondelas in lthe city, hearing of his 
intentions, joined Dulput Roy, who rcfolvcd to oppofe fuch indig- ' 
nity; upon which Khan Jehaun 'defifted: but being exceedingly 
enraged, reprefented- the affair to court, as did alfo Dulput Roy. 
•The emperor, gracloully obferved, on hearing both fides of the 
queftion, that the roy was an ancient imperial fervant, incapable of 
fuch treacherous behaviour, and ordered him to join,' the prince 
Mahummud Mauzim, who was again appointed to govern in Dek- 
kan. ' ' • - , , ' , 

. ’ . - . • • ' i. . 

- Khan. Jehaun, at the breaking up of the rains, marched to 
Bahadur Ghur, and the prince arrived at Aurungabad. Houllun 
, Ali Khan was detached with an army for the punifhment of the 

‘ Mharattas 
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Mharattas and conqueft ■ of ■ Kokun, and Dulpiit Roy ordered along 
witli him. cMany fevere : engagements were ifbught in ; this expedi- 
tion, in, which the roy. performed fignal fervices. . Jadoo Roy Dek- • 
kanee, an ameer : of three thoufand, : was killed, and Jagdeo Roy, 
hiS; grandfon, promoted to liis: rank. : 'Khan, Jehaun, leaving his 
baggage at Bahadur\Ghufj piirfued the' enemy, whenever he heard 
of their entering the royal territories. ’ . 

. - , : In the beginning of this year, Houffun All was detached for the A. H. 1 095. 
punifhment of the Mharattas by the way. of Porundeih. , Kifhen Sing, -A* ^^^3* 

the grandfon of the . late Mirza Raja; Jey Sing . Se wai, who, throwing 
afide the manners of the Raajepootes, iriiitated thofe of the Moguls, 

Was killed in. a drunken quarrel: for a dancing girl, near Porundeh, 
by . an. Afghaun, : This, year Aurungzebe refolved to extirpate Sarn- 
bajecj and began his march from Ajmeer, tow^ds Dekkan. Dulput 
Roy - was promoted to the rank of lix hundred'by the royal favour. / 

Iv - ^ after remaining fome time at Boorahanpore, a. H. 1096, 

.moved with ai- vaft arniy . into Dekkan, - and arrived at Aurungabad. A. D, 1684. 
The prince Mahumniud Mauzim Shaw, 'with Dilleer Khan Afghaun, 
was detached to Ahmedhuggur. Shaub ad Dien Khan, fon .of 
Kooliich . Khan, i fiiddur al: luddpor, with Dulpilt Roy, , and ■ other 
imperial ofiicers, ; were ordered yto. Befiege the fort of Ramfudjej 
’ ,five 'Cpfs from Go6i& . Tlaving began their approaches, 

they erected upon an eminence near the walls a platform ; of wood, 
of tavalier, which could contain : five ! hundred men, and Was railed 
fiory -upon fioiy toTuch :a ^height,, that the. foldiers at the top could 
fire mufquetry at', the., befieged within the walls,: fo as to prevent 
them 'idaring' to file w their heads from under cover. Intelligence 
being brought to Aurungzebe, , that Sambajee’s army had marched 
tPTaife the fiegCj Khan Jehaun was ordered to canton at. Goolfiiun-' . 
ahad, . in order to be ready to fuccoiir ihe afiailants inf cafe of 
neceflity 5 and he accordingly marched frpih Bahadur Ghur. Khan . 

V : f -2 . Jehaun 
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Jehaun'leaving his army. Vent 'to 'pay his refpedts to 'the emperor" 
at Aurangabad, taking with him Runmuft Khan, who, at his re- 
quell, was promoted to the title of Bahadur Khan, and lent with a 
detachment againll Kokun. Shaub ad Dien Khan was ordered to 
the vicinity of Joneer, where the enemy were committing depreda- 
tions, and Khan Jehaun to command the liege of Ra'mfudje, upon’ 
which place an unfuccefsful aflault was made fome time after, and. 
Dulput Roy, with many others, wounded. Dulput was promoted 
to the rank of feven hundred. Mahummud Moraud was honoured 
with the title of khan, and the office of fecond bukhflii in addition 
to the other polls which he held in Khan Jehaun’s army. Bahadur 
Khan Runmuft marched towards Kokun, and reprefented to the 
emperor, that if Khan Jehaun Ihbuld ■ be llationed at the pafs of 
Mhajah, he could then invade the country. Another alTauIt was 
made upon the fort of Ramfudje, but it proved unfuccefsful j upon 
which the liege was raifed, and the great platform of wood built by 
Shaub ad Dien at an immenlb expenfe, being filled with com- 
buftibles', was fet on fire and deftroyed. The belieged upbraided 
the troops with cowardice as they retreated, calling out to them to 
Hop and cover themfelves with the alhes of their battery. 

Bahadur Khan entered Kokun by the pafs of Mhajah ; and as 
the Incurfions of the enemy were daring near Goollhunabad, Khan 
Jehaun moved towards that town, upon which the' enemy took to 
flight ; when leaving his baggage to the charge of Maha Sing Bha- 
doreah, fojedaur of the place, he purfued the fugitives. Orders 
were ilTued to Khan Jehaun to join the prince Moiz ad Dien, eldell 
fon of the prince Mahummud Mauzim Shaw Aulum, who had 
marched for the puniftiment of the enemy. Accordingly, having 
ordered his baggage from Goollhunabad, he joined the prince near 
Rampore, on the banks of the Gung, lixteen cols from Aurangabad. 
The prince did him the honour to alight from his horfe at their 
meeting, and embrace him; at hearing which the emperor was 
^ dilpleafed. 
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difpleafed, and- angrily enquired of Shaw Aulum, why his fon had 
condefcended fo far from his dignity. The prince replied, that the 
emperor Jehaungeer had deigned to honour by the like favour 
Mortiza Khan, after his defeating fultan Khooferoo. ' . 

* V * 

The prince Moiz ad Dien, after halting fome days in the vicinity 
of Nabudter, marched to ZufHrabad Bieder 3 where, on the day of 
his arrival, intelligence was brought him, that the imperial ele- 
phants and thofe of Shaw Aulum, which had been fent to fodder at 
Patterree Bacherra, were juft attacked^ by a body of the enemy. 
Khan Jehaun, inftantly leaving the prince with , the baggage at the 
fort of Bieder, marched ; and hearing on the route that the elephants 
were carried off, he .quitted the little baggage he then had with 
him, and^moved night and day with redoubled ipeed after the Mha- 
Tattas, who fled at his appearance, and he recovered the elephants, 
except a few that were iWifteft of foot, which the enemy had fent 
on before them. He did not defift from the purfuit,' but leaving 
what he had recovered in charge. of the fojedaurs of the diftridts, 
marched on, and near the borders of Terk Chandeh recovered the 
remainder from the Mharattas j after which he returned to within 
four cofs of Zuflirabad, and fending for his baggage, encamped on 
the banks of the tank . of Kam'feaneh. The troops in this march 
experienced numerous hardihips, and even Khan Jehaun was with- 
out his tent and proper provifions. Numbers of the foldiers fell 
behind, fatigued, at every place on the route, and were not able to 
join for fome time after. v . 

His majefty being difpleafed with the condudt of Mahummud 
.Azim Shaw, who had been fent to Ahmednuggur, he was ordered 
to the prefence 'with DilleerKhan; but he delayed his departure, 
and did not move to court until after repeated commands; upon 
which Dilleer Khan incurred the royal difpleafure.' On the way, a 
furious elephant broke- through the . ranks,* and ran towards the 

- prince’s 
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prince’s palanquin, but was luckily put to death without hurting his 
perfon. The prince Shaw Aulutn was ordered with ari army info 
Kokun, to reduce the Mharalta fortreffes on the fea coaft. A 
plague, which had feldom happened either in Dekkan or IChan- 
delhe, occurred this year in both countries, and carried off fuch 
numbers, that many large towns were depopulated. 

The prince Mahummud Moiz ad Dien attended his father, Shaw 
Aulum, to Kokun, which he entered by the way of Ramdirrah ; 
but the country in that part being but thinly cultivated, fupphes of 
provilions fobn grew Aort, upon which the prince moved to the fea 
coaft, and the emperor iffued orders for provifions to be conveyed by 
fliipping to Dunda Rajapore, near Bombay, but /they could not 
bring fufficient, and famine prevailing in the prince’s camp, num- 
bers died through mete want of food. Khan Jehaun moved from 
the tank of Kamfeaneh to Buggulkote, where he halted for fome 
lime, and then went againft the fort of Mulluknehur, of little 
ftrength, which he carried by ftorm in two days. Himmut Khan 
and Raja Jeffwutit Sing Bondela headed the aflault. Khan Jehaun 
at the approach of the rainy ieafon, having cantoned his army at 
Bukkriun Bullee, twelve cols from ZufHrabad, Went himfelf to re-' 
fide at Koolburga. Juggut Sing, fonofMukkund SingHarrah, an 
ameer of two thoufand, died, and, as he had no fon, his country 
was given to his uncle’s fon KiAoor Sing. _ Shaub ad Dien Khan 
knd Raow Dulpnt Sing, having entered Kokun, had an affion with 
Sambah at Nizampore, and having defeated him, plundered the 
place of his refidencej in reward for which fervice, the emperor 
conferred on the former the title of Ghazi ad Dien Khan Bahadur, 
and promoted the latter to the munfiiB of one thoufand, calling 
them to hi^ prefence ; after which he detached them againft the 
fort of Joneer. 


Dilleer 
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Dilleer Khan ,Afghaun, an ameer of five thoufaiid, who had 
won the prize of military fame and condudl from all the cotempofary ' 
nobles, and fully underflood tlie modes and policy of Dekkan, 
where in his operations lie was generally victorious ; upon feeing 
new amras preferred by tlie emperor over his head, and that what 
he reprefented out of duty was but little attended to, grew weary 
of tlie world, and died from vexation and difappointmerit. In the 
time of his youth he had a remarkable appetite and flrength of 
body, and in his old age was blcfied with good health. Upon his 
death the emperor confifbated his fortune, which he fuppofed im- , 

menfe ; but it not anfwering his expectations, he confined Peerc 
Mahummud, his fecretaiy, in order to invefligate the caufe, who 
would not inform, though put to the torture. At length he was 
^releafed. 

i 

The prince Shaw Aulum had reprefented repeatedly to the A.tt. rogj 
emperor, that firom the inclemency of the air in Kokun, a plague A. D. 1686 
had broke out in his camp, which deflroyed great numbers, and 
the diflrefs for provifions was ' excefllve ; upon which a' frefh army, 
under Roh Oollah Khan, was difpatched • to efcort the prince to • ' 
court.^ Aurungzebe marched from Aurungahad with the grand 
camp to Ahmednuggur. ’ Khan Jehaun, who had purfued a body 
of the enemy to Sangoulah, met Roh Oollah Khan on his march, 
and they accompanied each other as- far as Ramdirrah. Khan 
Jehaun afterwards encamped, by the imperial , commands, near the 
' town of Annunderee, only feventeen cofs from Beejapore. ' The 
prince Shaw 'Aulum returned through the pafs of Ramdirrah in his 
way to court. Moft of his, cavalry had loft their horfes, and the ' 
greatefi part of the army were on foot for want of conveyance, as ' 
i the Mharattas, , with the ficknefs and famine, had made the greatefi 
havock among them. Khan Jehaun paid his refpeCls, and, having 

fupplied the prince with all neceffaries, took his leave ; then poll* 

■ - ^ . ing 
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Ing a detachment in charge of Annunderee, cantoned his army, 
according to orders from the emperor, at Almillah. 

. Several of the amras attendant on the court, on account of the 
‘wafte of their jaghires in the foubahs of Dekkan, now received 
Salaries in lieu ; and the great officers, who from the fame caufe 
alfo were become diftrefled, opened their hands to the receipt of 
bribes, notwithftanding the politive injundtions of the emperor to 
the contrary; they alfo extorted 'money, under the pretence of fees 
for forwarding the views of expedtants at court ; fo that the im~ 
perial fervice now became but of little advantage, except to the 
civil officers of high rank, and their greedy deputies. . 
r 

_ Serdar Khan, an Afghaun munfubdar, hired a number of ban. 
ditti, and made a pradtice of fending them to rob ; but being foon 
detedled, he was punilhed with death, and his effedls confifcated. 

), Khan Jehaun having quited his cantonments at Almillah, en- 
camped on the banks of the Bccmrah; and detached Sippedar Khan 
and Dilleer Himmut towards Koolburga- to puniffi the Pinderras ; 
which having done, ffiey returned. Orders arrived to ftation Dilleer 
Himmut again near Koolburga, to prevent theta from croffing the 
Beemrah ; but he died foon after his march, and was'fucceeded in 
command by Jaun Niflaur Khan, &n of CoUinder Khan. 

Orders were fent to Khan Jehaun to march to Ruflbolpore, and 
flop the communication with Beejapore on that quarter, while Roh 
Oollah Khan blocked it up on the fide of Shawpore : but, prior to 
the arrival.of thefe inftrudtions, Roh Oollah Khan had encamped at 
Ruflbolpore, and Khan Jehaun at Taktannah ; fo that they met 
together, and, upon the arrival of a farther order, the latter en- 
camped at Shawpore. 


As 
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As the emperor had determined to attack Hyderab^id and Beeja- 
pore, he moved mth the grand camp from Ahmednuggur to Sho- 
lapore, and appointed fyed Zein-al-abid-Dien kelladaar of the former 
city. The enemy, fuddenly colleding, attempted a furprize; but 
the fyed, being timely advifed, was on his guard, and defeated 
their enterprizc, Ghazi ad Dien Khan, being recalled from Joneer, 
was font to proted Alimednuggur, and Dulput Roy was now pro- 
moted to the rank of one thoufand three hundred. 

Klian Jehaun was now ordere ^to Hyderabad, and Roh Oollah 
Khan to march for the hege of Beejapore, where the prince Shaw 
Azim was alfo fent with a powerful army. The king of Hyder- 
abad hearing of Khan Jehaun’s approach, fent Mahummud Ibrahim, 
the chief of his nobility, to oppofe him with feventy thoufand horfe. 
Skirmiflies occurred between them for many days ; but as Khan 
Jehaun had but a fmall force compared with the enemy's, he dur/l 
not hazard a general engagement; therefore, having thrown up 
entrenchments round his camp, he communicated his fituation to 
the emperor. The prince Shaw Aulum was difpatched with a 
reinforcement to his affiflance, and orders given for Beheramund 
Khan arid Eaticaud Ipian to attend him part of the way. The prince 
having reached Mulkneher, put his baggage under charge of Jaun 
NifTaur Khan, and marched with his troops in order of battle towards 
the entrenchments of Khan Jehaun. The Hyderabadeans made a 
charge in different quarters, but in vain,- and in the evening the 
prince joined the camp, where it had rained- fo hard, that it was 
impoffible to pitch the great tents ; and the prince, -with his wives, ' 
was obliged to put up with a very fmall one. Khan Jehaun, who 
was fituated conveniently, fent dreffed provifions for his family and 
all the amras who attended him. After ^ three days, the prince' and 
Khan Jehaun advanced; and, as- is the’ cuftom with the Dekkan 
troops, the Hyderabad army made falfe attacks’ on all rides of the 
line. This continued for four days, after which Beheramund ' Khan , 
, Voi-* II* K . and 
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and Eaticaud' Khan returned ' to the prefence. 'Orders arrrived that 
the treafury officers of Khan Jehaun’s army ffiould alfo adt as fuch 
to the prince, Eeruch Klian, an ameer of two 'thoufand five hun- 
dred, an excellent officer, of great experience, was much in the 
efteem of Khan Jehaiin, who always placed him near his own per- 
fon in the field. During this march, Eeruch Khan’s elephant, 
frightened at the noife of a rocket, ran away. The driver ufed 
every endeavour to turn him, but in vain; fo that the khan was 
taken prifoner, but died Ihortly^^ter. He was much regretted by 
his followers, who were all treated by him as brethren. The khan 
was generous, not only to his fi’iends, but to all, being ever ready 
to ferve a petitioner ; fo that his good name was univerlal. He ex- 
celled moft of the greater amras in the elegant lUle of his living, 
and entertained fervants of the firft abilities, to whom he allowed 
high pay. His table tvas always richly and plentifully provided; 
and whenever either acquaintance or ^travellers paffed near his re- 
fidence, he fumiffied.them amply with all neceflaries, treating all, 
with that attention due'to their quality. If a merchant came to him 
from Perfia, or any other diftant part,' he generally kept him with 
him fomc days, bought his whole cargo, and difinifled him with 
many favours. His mind was truly noble, and he died univerfally 
lamented. Himmut Khan Bahadur, Raja Jeffwunt Sing Bondela, 
with the commander of artillery, Aga Ali Khan Roomee,’ making 
a charge upon a large body of the enemy, who were 'eroffing a long 
fwamp of rice fields, two of their principal officers were taken 
prifoners by the raja’s followers. The fame day,’ Mahummnd 
Ibrahim, who commanded -the Hyderabad army, fled une;4>sG:edly 
to the city; and from that day the enemy’s forces difappeared al- 
together, and the royal army purfued their route clofe to Hyderabad 
by repeated marches. The Dekkanees accufed Mahummud Ibra- 
him' of treachery, exclaiming, that if he had done his duty, the 
imperial troops could never have advanced. 


The 
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The king, not thinking it iafe to remain longer in the city, fliut 
himfelf up in the fort of- Golconda, though Madna Pundit, his 
prime fninifter, earneftly entreated him to the contrary ; obferving, 
tliat it would be better to retire to Warunkul, or fomc other fort, 
fi'Oin whence he might with cafe /uccour Golconda, in cafe the 
imperial troops fliould fit down before itj uhereas.he would, by 
(hutting himfelf up in it, be totally cut off from refburces. Abou 
Houffun would not liflen to this reafonable advice, and thus clofed 
upon himfelf die gates of adverfity. 

» 

Mahummud Ibrahim, die general, confulting his own interefts, 
came -over to Khan Jehaun, and was introduced by him to the 
prince, who received him gracioufly, and recommended liim . for 
promotion in die imperial fervice. Akka Ali was fent to guard die 
city, of Hyderabad, and affure the inhabitants of protections but 
moft of thofe who were able to procure conveyance for their fami- 
lies and effeds,' had retired into the fort, of Golconda, while the 
remainder flayed terrified in their houfes, expeCting their fate. The 
next day the prince fent his own followers to guard the city, but 
they extended their hands to plunder. The houfe of Madna Pundit, 
the minifler, was robbed of goods beyond all account, and flripped 
even to the fi-ames of the doors and windows.- So many new tents 
were found' in it, that, immediately after, an old one was not to be 
feen,in the prince’s camp. The king’s palace was alfo plundered in 
a great degree ; but, after two days, tlie charge was given to Khan 
Jehaun, who' reftored order, and collected fome property for the 
emperor’s account j but if all the plunder had been thus taken care 
of, it would have amounted to an imnienfe value. Though the 
emperor repeatedly wrote, that when he ' had plundered this city, 
before his accefiion to the throne, large fums were^ found in the 
ceilings of apartments, and infilled on all being preferved for his 
ufe with the' iitmofl rigour, yet no one regarded the imperial order, 
and many of the firll houfes were plundered by the troops.' 

K z ' Mahummud- 

< 
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Mahummud Ibrahim being one of the creatures of Madna Pundit, 
that tninifter was . fufpedted of having' perfuaded him to go over to 
the imperial army, and of intending to follow himfelf. It was faid 
that the reafon of his advifing the king not to take refuge in Gol- 
conda, was, that he 'might have an opportunity of betraying him 
into the emperor’s hands. Abou Houffun had, on appointing Madna 
Pundit prime minifter, taken a Iblemn oath, that he would not 
attend to what any perfons might fay; againft him, and therefore be 
did not liften to thefe infinuations : but the officers, who 'hated 
Madna, at the inftigation of the king’s mother in law, widow' of 
the late fultan, affaffinated him as he was going into the king's 
prefence, and cutting off his headjfent.it to the prince Shaw Aulum, 
with a meflage, importing, that it had belonged to him, to whom 
only, all the infolence and difrepeft ffiewn_to .the emperor was 
owing, for which he had at laft met .his deferts, 

Abou Houffun, -who had committed to Madna all his power, 
and contented himfelf with the pageantry of royalty, being by hiS 
death left without an advifer on whom -he could- rely, immediately 
made requefts for peace, and promifesof a very valuable offering. 

The prince Shaw Aulum now moved his quarters into an exten- 
five garden near the fort, where Abou Houffun had built a Iplendid 
palace, in which the prince took up his own refidence. 'When the 
news of the fall of Hyderabad reached the emperor, as a mark of 
his favour he fent jewelsj elephants, horfes and 'dreffes for Shaw _ 
Aulum and the amras, under the care of Abd al Kerreem, keeper 
of the oratory, and other chiefs i who ^on their arrival at Momin 
Putteah, pot far from the city,, were lurprized, plundered, and taken 
prifoners, by ' ffiekh Munnaje and the Afghauns in the fervice of 
Abou Houffun, not a man efcaping without a wound. The prince 
Shaw Aulum' upon this difafter, font a meffage to Aboii Houffun, 

■ threatening 
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threatening; to ftop the negotiations for peace, and take ample . 
vengeance for fuch atrocious infults breach of the truce. 

/ Abou HouITun made liumberlefs excufes, declared that the 
attack was not made by his , orders, and that he had not the fmallefb 
knowledge of itC He colledted the; plundered efFed:s -with much 
care, and fent them with the wounded prilbners to the prince, pro- 
mifing, if h^ grant , him peace, to make an offering of 

*< two corores of rupees in treafiire and effects, which he would col- 
lect and pay, whenever the , prince, fhould move from. , the city to 

Sha.w Aulum forwarded his, petition to court, and it meeting 
tvith the einperar's approbation, Moniin Khan was left to receive 
the money, and the prince ; retreated. Aurungzebe was difpleafed 
at the great force his fon .and Khan Jehaun kept about their perfons, 
and the .plunder of the city and the king’s palace not being accounted 
for in_ the royal treafuiy^^^^^ Calling Khan Jehaun to the prefence; 
he ient him to the government of Lahore, and- dilpatched Syef 
Gollah Khan to order JCuUich Khan, fuddur al fuddoor, Himmut ^ 
• Khan, IVIambor Klian, and feveral other amras, to quit the prince 
immediately, and return to court. Ibrahim Khan, the Hyderabad ' 
general, was" promoted to the title of Mahabiit Khan and rank of 
hx thoufarid. The prince was ordered to remain at Koehr, '.till the 
funis Ihould be paid agreeably to the ■ treaty of peace with/Abou 
"jipufluii... ‘ 

; .The arniy againff Beejapore under the prince Azim Shaw had 
repeated adions with the’ enemy. Amaun Oollah Klian, fon of 
Aliverdi Khan, and other Dekkan amras>' were killed, and Kiihoor, 

: Sing Harrah , and others wounded-. The communication between 
this army and the imperiar camp at Sholapore being cut off by the 

enemy’s . 

* Tvvo millions ilerlingi : , 
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enemy’s horfe, an .extreme fcarcJty'of grain prevailed j fd that a 
>feer of rice fold for eleven' rupees, and at even this exorbitant 
price was procured with the greateft difficulty. Ghazi ad Dien 
Khan, with Dulput Roy Bondela an'd others, were dilpatched'from 
Ahmednuggur to efcort provifions, llores, and a large fum of monev 
to the prince. About five cofs from camp they were attacked by 
the enemy's army. The khan taking charge' of the convoy, Dul- 
put Roy, Mujahid Khan, and other chiefs, received the enemy 
and, after a fevere engagement, defeated them, killing about fow 
thoufand foot who could not efcape the fuiy of the enraged Mo™ls 
Snd Raajepootes. The convoy arrived fafely at the camp before 
Beejapore, ^d provifions again began to be cheap. Ghazi ad Dien 
Khan was honoured with the additional title of Ferofe Jung, and 

The emperor this year, at a fortunate inftant, departed with' 
the grand camp from Sholapore to the fiege of Beejapori and bat 
teries were’ opened immediately upon his arrival before the place 
The prince Akber, 'who had taken refuge with Sambah, by his 
inftigation, fuppofing the imperial territories undefended bv manv 
troops, with DarrukDafs and about ten thoufand Mharattas made an 
incurfion from Kokun towards Hindooftan; but the emperor hav 
mg advice of his intentions, had left Merhummut Khan at Ahmed' 
nuggur who intercepted the rebel prince in the neighbourhood of 
Chakneh, and defeated him, after a very obftinate^engagement • 
which put an end to his enterprize, and he retreated again m”al' 
bah s countiy. Syed Leffikar Khan and bther amras^ere left at' 
Sholapore, to guard the heavy baggagb of the army and furnilh 
efcorts for provffions to the imperial camp. Eaticaud Khan, fon 
of Jumlat al Moolk Affud khan, was detached 'with a force to 
, . 'obferve 


• About two pounds* 
‘ A fort of pike. 



AURUNGZEBE’§ OPERATIONS IN DEKKAN., ' JTI ' 

obferye the eneiAy’s motions. JBeejapore was .now Turrounded on 
all lides, ,and the different ffations allotted to, the afnras. ^ Syed 
Fatteh Ali Klian, reconnoitring too near' the ditch, received the 
honour of martyrdom, and many of his followers were wounded. 

Many Ikirmithes occurred on the foraging parties,. , and the befieged 
daily made failles from the town. Raow Dulput was wounded 
in one by an arrow. Sy.ed Leflikar Khan was recalled from Shola- 
pore,, and the command given to Eaticaud Khan, 

The iiege of Beejapore Rill continued, and the belieged to op« A.H. noi. 
pqfe the approaches with great' gallantry. The grand powder A* D. 1689. 
magazine, which was placed under ground in the camp, by fome 
accident blew up with a dreadful explolion,' which was heard for 
fixty miles. As the country round Beejapore had been long laid - 
wafte and uncultivated,, fupplies were cut off from the fort, and the 
belieged at length became exceedingly diftreffed ^ for provilions.' 

Every chance of fuccour was loff, and the foldiers became difatisfied ; 
but ftill, in this hopelefs condition, they gallantly refilled. At length, 
feveral breaches being effedled, the difpofition of afiault Was made 
by Kouwaum" ad Dien Khan, commander of the imperial artillery. 

The befieged, upon this, judged it fafell to capitulate, and requelled 
terms through Ghazi ad Dien Khan Ferofe Jung j when- it was 
fettled, that the young king Secunder -lhould pay his refpedts to the 
emperor, and his principal officers be exalted to munfubs. Ferole 
Jung fent Dulput Raow with a few followers into the fort to bring 
Secunder to his quarters, when , he conducted him. himfelf to the 
prefence of Aurungzebe, by whom, after paying his compliments, 
he was allowed to fit. The emperor honoured him with the title of 
khan, bellowed upon him many favours, and allotted tents for his 
accommodation in the Ruggela Bar. Sheerza Khan was raffed to the ■ 
title of Rullum Khan, Abd al Raooff to that" of Dilleer Khan, and 
both to munfubs of feven thoufand. Seedees Salim and Jumlheed 

were 
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were honoured with titles and the munfub of five thoufand, and 
all the officers promoted according to their quality. 

Aurungzebe pafled to view the fort, through the breach by 
which the afiault was intended to have been made, fitting on a 
travelling throne, and to the great mofque, where he offered up 
thankfgivings for his fuccefs. Syed Leffikar Khan’ was appointed 
governor of the citadel. Upon an aftonilhingly large piece of 
ordnance was engraved this inlcription; “ The prince Ma- 
“ hummud Ghazi, in fplendour like the fun, under whofe um- 
“ brella the world fought a ffielter, by the force of his all-deffroy- 
“ ing fabre, in half the winking of an eye, took the * mailer of 
“ the field from Nizam Shaw.” This cannon, molt probably the 
largell ever known, was made by Roomi Khan, an officer of one 
of the Nizam Shaws, and fell into the hands of fultan Mahummud 
Beejaporee. The emperor ordered this infcription to be erafed, and 
the following to be put in the Head : “ Shaw Aulumgeer Ghazi, 
“ emperor of kings, who rellored juftice and conquered the fove- 
" reigns of Dekkan, reduced Bcejapore. Good fortune on him 
“ daily finiled, and vidlory exclaimed. He hath fubdued the mailer 
“ of the field.” In this infcription is conveyed the date in which 
the fort furrendered. The city and environs of Beejapore are upon 
a fine plain without any declivities ; the fort probably the largell in 
the world j and, between it and the city wall, convenient room 
for.fifteen thoufand horfe to encamp. Within the citadel was the 
king’s palace, the houfes of the nobility, and large magazines, 

' befides many extenlive gardens; and round the whole a deep ditch, 
always well fupplied with water. There were alfo without the 
city very large fuburbs and noble palaces. Sultan Mhamood kept 
on foot one hundred and eighty thoufand horfe; and in the time of 
Ali Adil'Shaw, when the Mirza Raja lay, before Beejapore, that 
fultan had not lefs than eighty thoufand. , On the emperor’s taking 

it. 


* The name of the cannon. 
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- if, flie'fe Were not mofe fhsiri two thoufand horfe within it. After 
this vicSo'r^,' the waiters" of the refervo'irs and the wells in the fort 
> defcreafed ; thfe couhfty found remained entirely wafte for a great 
diffance^ and a confidera&le part 6f the reft was feized by the pin!- 
derfahis arid zeriiindafSf who ackrioMedged* nri fuperior. About a, 
cofs from the city ftood once ariofhef vaft town, which might be 
called a fecorid Beejapbfe,- named Norufs, and built by Ifmaeel and 
Ibfahifh Adil Shaw 5 buf if- was now quitd depopulated, and ruined 
palaces only ' f emaiiiing, ^ith a thick wall furrounding it, whofe 
ftately. gateways were falling to decay. 

t 

- Gafirh Khan was appointed fojedaur of Carnatic Beejapore, and 
Ghazi ad Dien Khan with other amras fent to reduce the country 
round Hyderabad. 

► ~ - 

The j)tiricd Akber, finding nothing more to expedt from Sambah, 

tbrik hi§ departure on board a fhip, with a few atteridantSi for 
Peffia, and- DafrUk Dafs returned to his own country of Marwar. 

Ru'ftum Khan Beejaporee,' who had been promoted to the rank of 
feveri thoufand, was detached towards the fort of Sittarra againfl 
the Mharattas, who attacked', defeated, and took him prifonery but 
releafed him on his paying a Very large fum of money. 

Ghazi ad Dien Khan, and the amras under him, having en- A. H. 1102. 
tered the Hyderabad territories, laid waffe all parts of it j and the ^^9°* 
eiriperor marching from Sholapore with intentions to befiege Gol- , 
conda, on^ the way vifited the forts of Tuldoorg and Koolburga, alfo 
the- tomb of f^ed Mahummud Gefoo-derauz. The prince Mahum- 
mud Azim Shaw was detached to Goolfhunabad to punifh the Mha- 
rattas ; and the emperor, having moved by the route of Zuffirabad 
Bieder, at length fat down before Golconda, and the fiege was 
commenced. As Abdu Hbuffun had efcaped into the fort, Mahum- 
mud Moraud Khan, the refident at Hyderabad, incurred the royal 
VoL. II. L ■ difpleafure 
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difpleafure for having allowed him to do fo, and was degraded from 
his munfub ; but reftored Ihortly after, 'at the interceffion of AlTud 
Khan. Ghazi ad Dien Khan was recalled to the prefence. Shekh 
Nizam Hyderabadee colledled an army to relieve the fort, and 
Raow Dulput being fent againft him, -gave him a complete defeat. 
Orders were iflued to attack a camp of, the belieged which had 
taken Ihelter clofe to ' the ditch. ‘This fervice was performed by 
Mujahid Khan, Kiflioor Sing Harrah, Raow Dulput, and others, 
who plundered it. Kullich Khan, fuddur al fuddoor, going too 
clofe to the fort, was killed by a cannon (hot. Skirmifhes happened 
every day with the enemy, and it rained fo continually, that the 
roads were rendered impalTable j and grain became fo fcarce in the 
camp, that many of the followers died of hunger. 

The emperor, from the reprefentations of the Ijsies about his 
perfon, entertaining fufpicions of the loyalty of the prince Shaw 
Aulum, privately gave orders for a body of armed men to be drawn' 
up in the grand audience tent ; and fending for the prince with his 
fons, commanded AlTud Khan to dilarm and confine them. They 
were degraded from their ranks in the army, their elTedts feized, 
and treated with the fame rigour as common criminals. An allault 
was made upon the fort by Ghazi ad Dien Khan, and his majelly 
went in perfon to the batteries to encourage the aflailants,- but they 
did not fucceed, the enemy repulfing them with great gallantly. 

At length, after a liege of feven months, Golconda fell by 
treachery. Abdoolla, a principal chief and favourite of Abou Houf- , 
fun, who had been moll adtive in the defence of the place, being 
gained over by bribes and aflurances of high rank in the imperial 
fe'rvice, admitted 'in the night a body of the Mogul troops, under 
the command of Roh Oollah Khan,' into the fortrefs. The gar- 
rifon, except a few who were foon overcome, laid down their arms 
and the fultan Abou HoulTun was elcorted by the prince Azim Shaw to 

the 
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tKe emperor’s tent. The date of this occurrence is included in the 
•following lines : Hyderabad was conquered by Aulumgcer^ under 
the aufpices of the ' Almighty, fighting ‘for the true fiiith. He 
** had the power of Jumflieed, and tlie wifdom of Alexander. His 
valiant heroes, ^ with pious zeal, tore up infidelity and wickednefs 
by the roots in Dekkan.” Hyderabad was now named . The 
Manfion of Zeal. Cafiin Khan was ordered to take charge of this 
part of Carnatic, until a fojedaur fliould be appointed. The Car- 
natics, now divided between Hyderabad and Beejapore, were for- 
merly fiibjedt to the dynafty of Ramraaje Carnaticai, once of great 
power and dominion, whofe capital was Beejanuggur, fituated fifty 
cofs from the fbrtre'ls of Adonee, and one hundred and ieventy from 
Bieder 3 from which their dominions extended to the fea coafi; one 
vvay, on another to the fiver Kifinah, and fome parts to the river 
Beemrah. They kept an army of thirty thouland horfe, a million 
of .infantry, and' their 'wedth was beyond enumeration.- The lafl 
Ramraaje attempting to conquer the territories of Adil Shaw Bceja- 
pbree, Koottub Shaw Hyderabadee, and Nizam Shaw Dowlu-\ 
tabadee,- the three fultans formed an alliance for their mutual 
fecurity, and, having joined their forces, marched to the banks of 
the Kiftnah, on the oppofite fide of which Ramraaje was encamped 
with an innumerable hofl. The allies crolTed the river and attacked' 
him. Adil Shaw was panic-flruck, but his nobility and troops 
flood firm, and continued with their allies to charge the enemy. 
Rarhraaje, priding himfelf on his vaft fuperiority of numbers, had 
pitched ""a magnificent .canopy^ under which he fat upon a throne 
fhining with jewels, to give orders to his troops 3 but when the. 
army of' the fultans' brpke. in upon his line,' he removed into a 
palanquin, the bearers of which, being much frightened, threw it 
down, ' and he was feized by Nizam Shaw’s people, and brought 
prifoner to their fultan 3 ' who cut off his head and fixed it on the - 
point of his fpear. The enemy, upon feeing it, took to flight, and 
an immenfe treafure of money, jewels and effe( 51 :s, with two thou- 
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fand elephants, fell into the hands of the 'vi&orious allies, who 
purfued the fugitives with great daughter to the walls of Beejanug- 
gur j from whence, after receiving a valuable contribution from the 
late raja’s brother, they retreated, leaving him in poffeffion of the 
government. 

The imperial firmaun was fent to Mohib Ali, Abou Houflun’s 
governor of Carnatic, who had been honoured with the title of 
Ulker Khan and munfub of feven thoufand, to prevent the people 
of the diftrifts from difperfing ; and a force was alfo appointed for 
their defence from the prefence. Ifraaeel, Ajeet Naire, and other 
Dekkan officers, with the zemindars, had plundered him, but diC- 
perfed on the arrival of Mukkerum Khan With the royal troops,. 
Bam Kaick, governor of Supker, dependant upon Beejapore, hav- 
ing'made his fubmiffions to the emperor, delivered up the place j 
which was new named Nuflerut Ghur. Raja Anoop Sing was 
honoured with the command, and the rankf of five thoufand, but 
died fhortly after. Bam Naick and his fon were promoted to the 
rank of three thoufand j but they in a little time fled to Wakip 
Kerah, their native place, fix coft from Nuflerut Ghur, and raifed 
difturbances. Mahummud Azim Shaw coming from Goollhuna- 
bad, paid his compliments at court. Shekh Nizam Hyderabadee 
fubmitting, was honoured with the title of Khan Zummaun and 
munfub of five thoufand. Meer Houfleinee, a principal officer of 
Abpu Houffun, being raifed to the tank of fix thoufand and tide of 
Ali Merdan Khan, was appointed to the fojedauiy of Ktnjee, de- 
pendant on Hyderabad Carnatic ; and more nobles were created 
than had ever been in the reign of any former emperor. Ghazi 
ad Pien, Khan was fent with a large army^ to befiege the fort of 
Adonee, and Raow Dulput who accompanied him, was promoted 
to the rank of two thoufand one hundred. The khan upon his 
march took feyeral forts belonging to Beejapore, and one of them,’ 
Heybut Kerrumna, was named Ferofc Ghur. The fort of Kernole 

was 
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was. .called Kummerauggur. •, The' prince. Mahummud Azlrd Shaw' 
was Pent agaiiift Mullukgaum, ' belonging tO' Beejapore,’ which 'he' 

.took;. , , J ' :^v/. 

. - , I ' ^ 1 ^ j ' r:. 

' } 

^ -Jeliwunt Sing Bondela- dying, ' the -zemindaiy of -Oorcha was 
conferred on Bugwunt Sing, his fon, ^n infant of' four years, ^ with 
the title of raja. At this time an epidemical ague raged over all 
Dekkaivfpfr which numbers died; > as alfo;.a great fcarcity of grain. 
Ghazi ad "DieniKhan- having fon fome .time blocked up the- fort of 
Adonee, Seedee .Mufaood delivered it up ; and with his family 
going to the prefence,' was.,, honoured with the title of khan and 
munfub of feyen thoufand. The emperor now moved from Hyder- 
abad by , the way of -Koolburga tp.Beej'apore. < Khan Zurnmaun> was 
appointed to theTojedaury , of Kolapore,- in the, neighbourhood of 
Pernalleh... 'A peftilence,brok9 out in the camp.-of Beejapore, raging 
to a great pitch, and, many of the ladies of the har^ died; upon 
which the emperor moyed to 'Bahadur >Ghur. ' . ^ 

The ipies of Khan Zummaun brought him„ intelligence, that 
Sambah^wasxncarnped near the Tort of Kalneh, r belonging to him, 
about 'fifteen cofs ' from. Pernalleh, in the paffes to .Kokun, entirely 
off his guard, immerfed in debauchery, and hard drinking. , The 
khan marched immediately, and about daylight next morning fur-’ 
prized his camp. Sambah, intending to move, had Tent off the 
greateft part of his. attendants with his wpnien^ on before him, and 
was waiting for Kubkullufs, ’his favourite,? who was performing his 
devotions, when they'were both takemprifoners. -.Edian Zummaun 
immediately informed the emperor pf his Tuccefs,. -who beat the 
mairch of victory, and dHpatched, Eaticaud Khan with a 'confiderable 
army to fiefiege the fort of Rairee, which had -been the capital of 
Sewajee and his fucceffor, ; • ’ - 


Ghazi 
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,,:;Ghazi'aJ''Dieri'' Kha"n-:after;tKe^urrender,'6f."the’f6rt of^Adonee/ 
camb '^to-' encainp^^near- Beej'apore, nvhere,^he was affliaed with "the 
plague j from which he recovered, but with the total lofs of eyefight'. 
-The prince -Mahummud . Azim -Shaw was difpatched to Loluk- 
ikowahj^rdependa'nt oh'* 'Jo'neer* in'-Kbkuti; - ah'd' 'the 'emperor'\noved 
to Tummerla, fourteen* cofs ■froth' Porundehi -with, the grand cathpl 

,."b:-.The emperor 'mbved'to* Bahadur . Ghur, ■ and Khan'Zurnmauh 
"having brought' Sambah-to' court,! orders' ' Wbrefgiveh 'to"Jut -vVoodeh 
crowns upon the heads of him'and- nihcorhpariidns;' and,- moiiritihg 
them upon camels, after the manner'ofcriininals in'Perfia, to cohb 
dua-.thetri to the prefence.' ■ The-eniperdr '^gave'dhanks to' God for 
■ having thus put his enemy in -his"' po'wer,’''.arid'’ railed Kh'ari-Zumm'auii 
.to a' higher rank, with the^title of'Fatteh^uhgi i.'-'Sambah had’ared ' 
hSt'iron drawn before his-eyesr'arid fome days; afteri vvaspbivith' his 
favourite Kubkullufs,- put. to -death'.' '■The'bmperbr-"rhafchedrffom 
Bahadur Ghur to Bugg'6feh-Gauiri; 'fixicofs''frbm'’-Pbonah' ■oh -‘'tlie 
banks of, the Beemrah. . ■ 

■'-Eadc'a'ud Khan fought rtiany fuccelsful -battles in Kokun, 'and 
blpcl^ed Up Rairee,' ® fo'a's' to diftrefs -the inhabitants greatly. ' ' Sewa- 
jee’s fecond fon,,“Ramai after the capture bf-Saihbah,- fled with 
■fome principal chiefs to Seringapatam,- and lyed Abdoolla' Khan', 
Bareah was ordered to purfue him j but Rama, near a fmall fort,-, 
crolfed the river, then very^ high, with two of his'followers'i Mand. . 
got clear off.' About' eighty ' chiefs tobk-fhelter in the fort,'- and'fall-' 
irig into, the khan’s hands, he ' vvas ordered to keep them confihed,-at' 
Beejapore. -Rama Ihut himfelf upin the fortof Jinjee. 'Wojeh.ad- 
Dien,' the ' fon of Syed Lefhkar Khan, who cbmmanded ^a.s his 
father’s; deputy in Beejapore,' not attending ftriiSly ' to his prifoners,- 
they 'made their,. efcape, by the connivance . of his fervants, . and-, 
rejoining their brethren,, foon railed difturbances. A few, who in 

■■■■■•'- leaping 


AURUNGZm^s OPERATIONS IN ;PEKK:aN. 


leaping from the wall^ had broken theh limbs,' werc retaken under 
the prifon, and fecured; -K r \ ' ' 

Roh O ollah , KJian, agreeably to, tlie royal inftruftions, moved to 
Pemalleh, >witli an offer of terms, to tlie inhabitants, but they would’ 
not deliver up the place j upon which he returned, and marched to 
punifli die Mharattas round Rhamutpore, and the fort of Sittarra, 
in the country on the banks of the Kiftnah, which is within the 
Beejapore boundaries. Orders were fent him to leave the aniiy with 
Khan Zummaun, who had been dilpatched to command it, and 
return to the prefence. ' : " 


, Eaticaud Khan having taken Rairee, , and Saoohj the infant fbn 
of Sambah,, with his wives and thofe of Rama, was exalted by the 
title of Zoolfeccar Khan and the privilege of uling the “ m'aeh 
meratib, ' Which he had taken 'belonging / to Sambah. , . The infant 
Saooh was honoured with ■ the title, of raja, and a, place within the. 
Ruggelah Bar allotted for his refidence. About this time prepara- 
tions were made fbr fending off the heavy baggage to Aurungabad, 
^rid it was reported that the emperor would return to Agra or 
phely j blit news ; arriving, that a Finder chief, named Eeluck, 
paving colledled together a numerous rabble,; had taken -Eerofe- 
iiuggur, Roh Oollah Khan was detached to that quarter, and all 
thoughts of moving to Aurungabad "were laid afide. - The khan, 
iiarched with all fpeed, and Raow .Dulput, who; was then' kella- 
laar pf Adon'eej hearing of the difturbance, fent Hafiz Morad Khan,- 
i principal officer of his own> with a pConfiderable force,' who der- 
eated.fhe rebels but, as he had mo. neceflaries; for .a^fi 
mcamped ' at ■ a 'little , diftanee, from: the fort, where he was- joined 
vith a; reinforcement aiid .fome , cannon, .under Summunder Khan, 
governor of Koolburga. - Roh Opllah Khan ; commenced the' fiege 
ncnhediately on his arrivah , ^ i ,v.. : : i V . i 

' ■> --''Raja, 


A ftandard, on' the point of which is a gilt fifh. 
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ilflgWutlt Sin^'-'Borifllk- dying, 'fh'fefe'‘i'emainefd Wo 6fie,bft 
the family of rajas Shujan Sing or Inder Sing- to fucC^sd * hitll j' 
upon which the rannee Amir Koor, grandmother to the deceafed 

- pririfce, placed' in the ra'Eijd Oodiit Sing,- who v^as defcdnded ’ from 

rWiidhokef -Saw, father to Raja-Bdr Sing] Deo/ - which itfas approved 
of liy the dfiipdror,' 'tvho' conferred pn^him'tHe' title of raja/ and a’ 
fiiifiihle nitlnfuh. • f ' 

r . I . . '.'i ■ li. .1-! L'l.'j! J 

- When th'd-enipdr'dr heard of Kama’s' being arrived-at'‘Jinjee,,hO 
ithmediafely ' dirpitihed 26olfebcar' Khan to ! b'eli'egb that - plac'e.- 
Roh Oollah Khan, having by llratagem forced Eeluck- fO leave^ 

- Ferofenuggur, took pofleffion of the place, and then purfued him 

to -a great- diftance. Upon his ' flying near Hyderabad, Hfe was 
feized by the' fojedaur, and pii't to deith; • •* ' i • 

■“ ■ Zoolfeccar Khan being arrived at Korufnctihdah,- lixty-cofs' 
from Jinjee,' was attacked by a large army' of the- Mhafatfts, under 
IfmaeelMukh, Ajeet Naire,- and other zemindars j ' ahd' though he 
had but a' fmall force compared to the enemy ’s» ‘ydt relying on the' 
imperial aufpices, he engaged, and giving them a complete over-- 
throw, marched on towards Jinjee in triumph, taking feveral.forts 
• belonging to the enemy on the way. 

OS" • The emperor encamped at Kulkulla, fixteen cofr from Koree 

’52' Gaum, and diljratched Jumlat al Moolk to the afliftance of Zool^j 
feccar Khan, who was furrounded by the Mharattas near Jinjeej 
Several of the new Dekkan amras had deferted from him to Rama,’ 
dnd the fcarcity of provifions' in his camp was grown to the mofl: 
alarming pitch. Syed Lethkar Khan, upon this intelligence, was 
ordered .with treafure from the prelence and a large fupply of 
provifions to join Jumlat al Moolk Aflud Khan, upon whofe arrival 
the army experienced fome relief. Zoolfeccar having given the 
charge of his camp to Alimerdan Khan, fojedaur of Kinjee, 

marched 
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marched fixty cofs into tlie territories of Tritchinopoly and Tan- 
jore, from tlie zemindars of whicli he colledled confiderable con- 
tributions, and then returned, after gaining feveral advantages over 
the Mharattas. , . 

Khan Jehaun Bahadur being called from Hindooflan, was gra- 
cioufly received by the emperor, with whom he interceded for the 
Mharatta chiefs, who had fent their .vaqueels to him defiring his 
mediation, and to be allowed to make tlieir’ fubmiffions ; upon 
which he was empowered to give them affurances under his own 
feal, and fent his fon Himmut Khan Bahadur to bring Suntah Chore- 
ra, Dhunnah Jaddo, and others, to the prefence, but they would not 
ponfent to this, being fearful of treacheiy. Himmut IClian returned 
without effedling any thing, much to the vexation of his father, 
who felt himfelf di^raced by being unable to fulfil his promife to 
the emperor, . ' , ' 

, ■.Ifniaeel Mukh, commander of the Dekkanees in Carnatic Hy- 
derabad, having made his fubmiffions to Zoolfeccar Khan, whom 
he joined with his relations and followers, was at his requefl ho- 
noured with ’the rank of five thoufand and the title of khan, and 
proportionate rewards were bellowed on the reft, Ajeet Naire 
joined Rarha in the fort' of Jinjee, 

Raow Dulput having refighed the government of the fort of a. H. 1104 
Adonee, named by Aurungzebe, Imteauz Chur, was fent with his A, 0,1692 
followers as far as Sholapore to efcort the prince Bedar ‘ Bukht, eldeft 
fon of Azim Shaw, : who was on his return from the fipge of Sinljn- 
nee, in the Jaut country, near^ Agra. , Being arrived at Bhome, he 
heard that the Mharattas had blocked' up the road, having plundered 
Maleegaum, and put many of the inhabitants, and travellers to 

death;, upon which he fecured: his baggage in a fort, and marched 

in purfuit. Mamoor Khan, fon of_.Dilleer Khan, : joined him oh 
Yol. II. M, ' - • . . the 
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tlie route, and they came up widi the enemy near Tuljapore. The 
Mharattas were full twelve thoufand, and Dulput Roy’s force not 
more than eight hundred j but he had fome artillery, with which 
he made great daughter among the enemy, who fled on the fall 
of fome of their chiefs. A detachment from the prefence being 
fent to watch them, Raow Dulput marched to Sholapore and met the 
prince, whom he condudted to the emperor. He was now ordered 
to efcort the Petfian ambaflador from the imperial camp to Aurang- 
abad ; .which having done, he returned, and was joined by a vaft 
number of all ranks, who had been waiting' at that city for an efcort 
to the grand army. Being arrived near Dewaree, intelligence was 
brought him, that a large body of the enemy was approaching with 
the hopes of plunder j upon which he left his convoy in a place of 
fecurity, and advancing with the troops, forced the enemy to en- 
gage, and gave them a total defeat, taking prifoner the chief, 
Lukko Sindia, with feveral other perfons of rank. A valuable 
plunder fell into his hands. For this fervice, the emperor was 
pleafed to reftore the five hundred to his munfub, which he had 
taken off on his religning the kelladaree of Adonee. The Rdharattas 
were now become Ib imprefled by his^gallantry, that they ever 
after fled on hearing of his approach. He was next commanded 
to, efcort a fupply of treafure, arrived at Aurungabad from the 
inner provinces, which he fuccelsfully performed. This year the 
emperor ordered a magnificent palace to be ereiSed near Aurung- 
abad, on the banks of the great refcrvoir. 

Raow Dulput having brought the treafure from Aurungabad, 
notwithftanding the hourly intelligence of the fuperiority of the 
enemy, arrived fafely at Sholapore. Agreeably to the imperial 
orders, he gave a muiler of nine hundred excellent horfe above his 
compliment, whom he had called from his own jaghire to attend 
him; but though they did not meet with encouragement from his 
majelly, yet regarding his own reputation on tire freipuent ferviees 
. upon 
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Upon wMch lie was ordered, he chofe to. be at the additional 
expenfe of maintaining tliem out of his private revenue. . ' ' , 

Beheramund Khan at Porundeh, hearing that ’ the Mharattas 
had marched towards- Toomree, left his baggage at the former 
place, and. moved by forced marches to purfue them ; but meeting 
with Ghazi ad Dien Klian, who was detached on this fervice, he 
returned to Iiis camp. 

The prince Mahummud Kaum Bukhfli moving with a large 
army, to befiege the fort of Wakin Kerah, was joined by Dulput 
Raow, and on their arrival before tlie place, after a very fatiguing 
march in the height of the rains, the liege was commenced. 
Skirmiflies happened with the enemy^s troops every day. 

; As the liege of Jinjee had linge^ed^to a great length, many of 
'the Mharatta rruinfubdars deferted to Rama, and a vaft army was 
advancing to relieve the place. Notwithftanding Jumlat al Moolk 
was at Gurpah with a great force, orders were fent to the prince, 
to leave Roh Oollah Khan for the liege of Wakiii Kerah, to march 
himfelf with all Ipeed to Gurpah, and to dilpatch Raow Dulput 
with treafure and live thoufand horfe from thence to Jinjee to affill 
Zoolfeccar Khan. 

^ / 

Roh Oollah Khan took command of the liege, and- the prince 
marched for Jinjee by Kernole to Gurpah. Between Kernole and 
Nudeall, where the road runs clofe under a range of mountains, 
were feen the inhabitants of them, a wild people, whofe language 
is not in the deaft underfhood by ‘ the people of the villages below. 
Their common food is honey, the roots of trees, plants, and the 
flelh of animals ' caught in hunting. They are exceedingly black, 
with long hair on every part of their bodies, and bn their heads 
I wore caps made of the leaves ‘of trees. Each man had with him 

M 2 unbarbed' 
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unbarbed arrows and a bow for hunting. They molefl: no one, 
and live in caverns, or under the lhady branches of trees. The 
prince prefented fome of them with gold and filver, but they did 
not feem to put any value upon either, being quite unconcerned at 
receiving it. Upon the firing of a finall gun they darted up the 
mountains with a furprizing fwiftnefs, uncommon to man. 

On the prince’s arrival at Gurpah, Affud Khan paid his refpeits, 
and joining him with his army, proceeded on to Suddom,’ which is 
fixty cofs from Jinjee. From this place Raow Dulput was dif- 
patched with treafure and a large fiipply of provifions to Zoolfeccar 
Khan. Raow Gopal Sing Chanderout, Malojee Goherree, Seedee 
Salim Khan, and other chiefs, accompanied him. The route lay 
through a foreft, which had been totally impervious, until it was a 
little cleared by the royal army having cut down many trees and 
removed them. Horfemen palled with much difficulty, but the 
loaded elephants and camels were reduced to the laft diftrefs. The 
undervvooi which was thorny, was lb twined together, as to 
make it iropofiible to pafs either on the right or left of the road. 
This tedious pafs extended for near forty cofs from Suddum to Kin- 
jee. The laft is one of the feven chief worlhipping places of the 
yfeiiDDS, wVndnatc as loWow j KjcAeab or OuAe, MvAtttaVi, Pyange 
or Aleabad, Kafee or Banaras, Kinjee, Ontkaporee, and Dowaroutee. 

Thefe feven have a fuperlority above all the other holy places of 
refort. The environs of Kinjee cannot be lefs in extent than ten 
cofs. There are two temples, Seo Kinjee and Bilhen Kinjee, the 
walls round each of which are not lefs extenfive than the citadel of 
Beejapore, and within them are innumerable edifices, the coft of 
which cannot be afcertained by guels. Within the town are many 
Iplendid temples, and without, round .about it, a great variety. 
The breadth of the town is trifling, being generally one ftreet of 
fliops, behind which are the houfes and gardens of the inhabitants. 

There 



■ ' .AURUNGZEBEV bPERATIQNS TO DEK^ 

There are ' every way a' grea^ variety 'of tanks/ which are all lined 
with done, and have fteps defcending the whole length of each fide 
from top to bottom.; Thefe are called in Hindoeh, Kund. Gobind, 
collectively, but each has. a feparate name and feafon appointed for 
bathing in it. The . court of Seo Kinjee has been formed , int6 a 
citadel, with billions and battlements ; and in :a part of it relides 
the fojedaur. Upon account of the frequent paffage of troops, who 
commit great exceffes, this was but tliinly inhabited ; but Billien 
Kinjee, which is larger, and the cuftoms of it in the receipt of the 
fojedaur, as part of his.falary, was populous and flourifhing, being 
reforted to by numerous pilgrirris, who paid a toll for permiffion to 
perform their devotions at the temples ; fo that a great fum is annu- 
ally colledied. From near the fort of Adoneei to. Kernole, Kinjee, 
Jinjee, and hence to the fea coaft, there is not a village without a 
temple, dedicated either to Luchmun, ' or the god Ram. ^ Raow 
Dulput at length having arrived at Kinjee, i tooh with him Ali- 
merdan Khan, the fojedaur of that’ place, •• and. moved to the fort' 
of Bindwaftnee, ' which is twelve cols from Jinj ee / then iiiarchm g 
by Velore, a fort equal to, Ahmednuggur, reached the ; neighbour- 
hood of . Jinjee. As Muttullub Khan, who came with Dulput 

Raow, had an imperial firnlaun for Zoolfeccar Khan, that noble- 
man advanced to meet it fome diftahce from his camp, the foldiers 
of which received new life from the treafure and provilions, having 
long been in extreme, want. Zoolfeccar Khan having appointed 
Raow Dulput to, the command of his right wing, he went to recon- 
noitre round the fort, and the enemy making a fally, the raow 
detalched a fmair body, who cut many of them to pieces. 

'Roh Oollah Khan, who had returned . to the imperial camp 
after being obliged to raife the liege of Wakin^Kerah, was taken 
dangerbully ill; and feeing death approach, fent this verfe to 
Aurungzebe : ‘‘ The ' broken-hearted in • the night . of abfence, his 

life haftening to the dole: with what pangs mull he die who 

' ' ' cannot 
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“ cannot fee thee !” The emperor repaired to his houfe without 
delay, and on his arrival- being announced, the dying chief exclaim- 
ed in verfe, “ With what fatisfaffion does the fubjed quit the 
“ world, whofe dying moments you cheer with your prefence !” 
He expired inflantly after utteiing this, and the emperor retired 
much affeded at the lofs of fo old and faithful a minifter. The date 
of his death is included in the following verfes : “ The navob, the 
“ beams of whofe bounty gladdened the world, when the Wall: of 
“ death extinguifhed the lamp of his life, the heavens wept, and, 
“ mourning, faid, “Life hath left the world.” Sippedar Khan, the 
fecond fon of Khan Jehaun, was railed to the rank of three thou- 
fand, with the government of the province of Aleabad. 

The prince Mahummud Kaum Bukhfh, with Jumlat al Moolk 
AiTud Khan, being arrived in the vicinity of Jinjee, Zoolfeccaf 
Khan and other amras went to pay their refpeds, and accompany 
his highnels to the fpot fixed for his encampment. The khan was 
himfelf ftationed oppofite the great gateway of the fort, and a 
rivulet ran through his lines. It was now judged proper to furround 
the place. The camp of the prince and Jumlat al Moolk was fixed 
toward the hill of Solungwerum, near the redoubt of Kilhenghur, 
which joint, to the fort, about a cofe and a half from. Zoolfeccat 
Khan’s poll, and a trench thrown up round it. Ifmaeel Khan 
Mukh, with others, was ported on the road of Carnaticghur behind 
the fort. Near Shytaundoeh, where was a port by which the be- 
fieged had a communication with the woods, and procured fupplies, 
Kaker Khan was'rtationed to prevent them. 

As the enemy frequently at night difturbed the prince’s camp by 
throwing rockets, Zoolfeccar Khan ported a body of his own troops 
as an outpoft, when they ceafed their infolence. Six thoufand of 
the enemy made a fally from the gate facing the baggage camp. 


• A pun on his name, it lignifying foul or life. 
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and were repulfed by Zoolfeccar Khan with Raow Dulput and other 
officers, who purfued them clofe to the gate with great daughter. The 
prince and Affiid Khan moved nearer to Zoolfeccar IClian, and fyed 
Leffikar Khan took up their ground. The rains now fet in with 
great fury j grain again became exceedingly fcarce, and the condant 
duties of the liege beyond meafure fatiguing to the troops. The 
enemy made a defperate fally from the fort on the pod of Mahum- 
mud Momin, and drove away his troops ; but, by the timely fuc- 
couf of Dulput Raow, were again repulfed with great daughter. 

At the concludon of the rains, Suntah, Dhunnah, and other chiefs, 
with fifteen thoufand horfe, advanced for the affidance of Rama to 
the relief of Jinjee; upon wliich, as there were not troops fufficient 
to keep up tlie blockade and at the fame time oppofe the enemy in 
the field, it was refolved, before their arrival, to recall feveral of 
the detached pods to the main body. Orders were indantly dif- 
patched to the different amras for this purpofe, upon which fyed 
Ledikar Khan and Kaker Khan joined immediately, but Ifmaeel' 
Khan Mukh, who was on the other face of the fort, "made fome 
delay, and his followers were employed in collecting their baggage 
1 when Dhunnah arrived. The khan upon this formed his people as 
well as he could, and moved towards the camp, but was attacked on 
the march by Dhunnah’s army and a large body of the enemy from 
the fort, with whom he fudained a running fight to the pod of Kaker 
Khan, when night coming on. the battle ceafed, but with the lofs of 
great part of his men killed and taken prifoners. In the morning, 
the khan, with his remaining followers, purfuing his route over a 
pafs, waa hlmfelf wounded and taken prifbner, but releafed foon 
after, by the kindnefs of Ajeet Naire on account of former friend- 
ship. . . ' ' ' . ‘ ■ 

All conimunication between the prefence and this army having 
been long dopped,, various idle reports of the emperor’s illnefs and 
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even death prevailed. 'The prince, on account of the advance' of 
the enemy from all quarters, thinking or feigning to believe fuch 
tales, confulted apart with his own fervants, who imprudently gave 
him advice to make terms with the enemy, and, having' confined 
AITud ad Dowlah and ZoolfeccarKhan, to adl independantly. Having 
agreed with Rama, the prince refolved to join him, and fuddenly 
ordered out his followers and baggage for march j but Affud Khan 
being informed of this ralh meafiire, fent immediate tidvice of it to 
Zoolfeccar Khan, alfo a meflage to the prince, requefting to know 
the caufe of his preparing his troops in the night. To this an 
anfwer was fent back, that' he had received intelligence of the 
enemy’s intending to make a night attack. Jumlat al Moolk -re- 
plied, that the alarm was falfe, and defired that the troops might 
retire to their tents, and only the ufual guards be ported, as other 
preparations only ferved to fpread falfe alarms, and diihearten the 
army. 

The prince learning that Aflud Khan was upon his guard, arid 
had called together the imperial officers, thought proper to difmirt 
his troops, and defer the execution of his plan to another oppor- 
tunity. Zoolfeccar Khan being informed by his father of the 
’prince’s conduft, coll^&ed ail his officers, and remained under arms 
during the night. In the morning, after burfting as many of the 
cannon as could not be carried off from the batteries, he moved 
with all his troops to the grand camp. A body of the enemy frord 
the fort, after much cautious reconnoitring, advanced to deftroy 
the works, while another attacked the line on its march. 

Zoolfeccar Khan having joined his father, a council was held, 
in which it was argued, that if the prince’s plan fhould take effedi, 
the emperor would be very juftly difpleafed, fo that it would be 
moft advifeable to prevent it by putting the prince under confine' 
ment. This being agreed upon, Affud Khan, Zoolfeccar Khan, ' 

and 
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and other, amras, pafling by the audience tent, and from thence 
upon their elephants within the netting, threw down the Ikreens 
of the dewan khaneh.' The prince’s fervants. were alarmed, and 
the attendants of the mahal fired fome mufquetry. 

The prince, difturbed at the intrufion, came running con- 
fufedly from the fquare of the women’s apartments, when fome 
foot foldiers belonging to Jellall IChan feizing his hands, brought 
^him without his flipes before Jumlat al Moolk. Dulput Raow 
feeing him in this humiliating fituation, immediately rode up, and 
placed him upon his elephant, feating himfelf behind in the khow- 
affeh. A'ffud Khan now addreffed the prince, telling him that the 
late rumours were falfe, as the emperor was in health ; alfo, that 
he had aded in fuch a manner as would not only difgrace himfelfj 
-but bring fhame upon his grey hairs. The enemy by their feints 
kept the camp in conftant alarm all this day. As it was not fafe to 
leave the prince in his own tents, AfTud Khan brought him to his, 
and having performed the cuftomary compliments upon his alight- 
ing, ordered every thing necefiary for his accommodation. Syed 
Lefhkar Khan was appointed to guard him, and the attendants of 
the mahal were placed feparately. 

, % 
t 

Intelligence arrived that Suntah was following Dhunnah, and 
had arrived at Cavereepauk, ten cofs from. Kinjee, and that Alimer- 
dan Khan Fojedaur had marched to oppofe him, thinking himfelf 
fuperior. Suntah had a very large force ; ' and, in the adion, a 
numerous bpdy of Bhela foot, which _ the khan had hired, deferted ' 
to the enemy, fo that he was obliged to fly, and attempted to 
regain the poll of Kinjee, but was taken prifoner with many of his 
offlcers, and all his elephants, camels, horfes, and baggage were 
plundered. 


VoL. II. 
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Suntah arrived fliortly after this at Jinjee, and the enemy 
amounted now to twenty thoufand horfe, befides the garrifon of the 
Jjlace. Of the imperial troops, great part were unavoidably em- 
ployed in guarding the prince and the charge of the baggage. The 
prince’s followers were dilgufted, and would not llir out of their 
lines, and Maun Sing Rhatoree, an ameer of two ihouland, with 
fome others, feigning illnefs, Ikulked ‘With the baggage. Zool- 
feccar Khan, Dulput Raow, Serafrauz Khan, Fatteh Oollah Khan 
Tooranee, Raow Kanoo Mharatta, and fome other chiefs, with 
about two thoufand horfe, engaged the enemy and repeatedly de- 
feated them, fo that they could make no impreflion. 

The fcarcity of grain became now fo great in the camp, as to 
be intolerable : Upon tvliich Zoolfeccar Khan with his brave friends 
marched to procure fupplies at the fort of Bindwaftnee, twelve cofs 
from Jinjee, and arrived during the night. The Tooran Moguls,' 
under cover of the dark, plundered the corn merchants, anif proper 
order was loft by the impatience of the troops. In the morning, the 
khan colledting what was left, returned towards the camp. The 
enemy had colledted at Deoee to oppofe him, and attacked on all 
quarters. Raow Dulput on the flank repeatedly repuhed them, 
adlfted the front when hard preffed, and often took charge of the 
rear. This night was pafled near Juijee, and in the morning the 
enemy in great force charged oh all quarters, firing fo quickly, that 
the grain merchants vyere thrown into confufion. Their markfmen 
aimed chiefly at the amras’ elephants, and many foot pafled over 
Raow Dulput, who alfo ufed his matchlock, and wounded fome of 
the enemy’s officers. The bullocks with grain now funk into foe 
mud in crofling a fwamp of rice fields, and even the horfe could 
move but with flownefs and diSiculty. Tlie ammunition was 
alfo nearly expended. At this junSure, moft of Raow Dulput’s 
cavalry moved to the right, where was a found road, and thus 
became feparatedfi-om foe infantry, fo that not above eighty horfe 

remained 
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remained round the raow’s elephant. The enemy feeing this, 
detached a party of their foot to an eminence near, who fired fo 
quick, that matters became dcfpcratc. The raow had flopped to help 
the camels and bullocks out of tlie fwamp, and during this the reft ’ 
of die troops Iiad marched on. Tlie raow, determined to fell Iiis 
life dearly, flood firmly, and fliortly after was joined by Serafrauz 
Khan Dekkanee with five or fix dioufand horfe, when he charged 
the enemy, and drove about twelve thoufand near half a mile; then 
halting till the bullocks were difengageJ from the fwamp,. he jQovvIy 
followed die baggage. The firing now became lefs frequent, and 
being arrived at a brook, where fome fmall pieces of artillery were 
fwamped, the khan fixed to them flrong ropes, which having put 
found the elephants, they drew them out. The enemy were ap- 
palled at fuch gallantry, and went off towards Jinjee. Zoolfeccar 
Khan arrived at the camp about nightfall, and fully reprefented to 
Aflud Khan ‘the raow’s • behaviour, on which he conferred many 
praifes. ; - ’ • . ' 

The fupply now brought was but fniall, and the fcarcity foon 
became again difirefiing. Some of the followers ventured to the 
enemy’s camp with money, and were allowed to buy -fufficient for a 
meal, which they ate on the fpot, but not to bring the fmallefl 
quantity away. The enemy from morning till night daily made 
attacks on the camp, in which was now neither provifions, money, 
nor hopes of any fpeedy fuccour, fo that affairs were reduced to 
thejafl pitch of difirefs. ’ ‘At this alarming crifis, Rama, contrary 
to the advice of all his chiefs, propofed a truce, that the army 
fliould move to Bindwallnee, when he would prepare a proper 
offering for his majefly. Dulput Raow repeatedly advifed Afiud 
Khan and Zoolfeccar Khan againfl compliance, obferving, that it 
could only be attended by difgrace, and offering to advance thirty 
or forty tlioufand rupees for the immediate ufe of the troops, it 
being fafer at all events to wait a few - days longer, arid expedl 

N 2 relief 
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relief from the emperor, than make terms. On the other hand, 
all the foldlers, particularly the artillery, declared they would not 
remain another day, as they mull inevitably die of hunger ; fo that 
Aflud Khan was reduced to comply with their clamours, and maJte 
a truce. 

1 f 

AlTud Khan with the prince moved at twelve o’clock the next 
day, but the horfes, camels, and other animals of the camp, were 
fo weakened by famine, that they could not take away the baggage, 
great part of which was fet fire to, and much left on the ground. 
The Mharatta foldlers came into the camp freely, and 'feeing great 
quantities of valuable baggage lying about, promifed the owners 
that whatever they left behind Ihould be fafely conveyed to them"; 
hut about a thoufand of them followed the army on the march, and 
plundered the llraggling followers. The exhaulled troops arrived 
in three days at Bindwallnee, and grain was procured. News now 
arrived that Cafim Khan was advanced as far as Cavereepauk with 
large fupplies, and that Suntah had marched to attack him, but he 
took timely thelter in a fort with his convoy. 21oolfecear Khan, 
leaving the prince in the fort of Bindwallnee, marched to Calim 
Khan’s allillance, a'nd brought the fupplies in fafety to his camp. 
The reports which had prevailed were now happily contradidled, 
and the troops inlpired with new confidence. As feveral zemin- 
dars had attacked and plundered former convoys on the road, Zool- 
feccar Khan and Cafim Khan, having marched, collefted con- 
fiderable contributions from them. When the news of the liege of 
Jinjee being railed reached him, the emperor was greatly dilpleafed, 
and ordered the prince and Afliid Khan to his prefence. Great 
favours were conferred on the former, but much coolnefs Ihewn to 
-the latter. This year a fortification was begun round Begumpore 
at Aurungabad, to proteft it from the Mharattas. 


When 
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■ When Zoolfeccar Khan, upon raifing the fiege of Jinjee, re- A. H. 1109. 
moved to 'Bindwaftnee, the enemy. pofTeffed themfelves of feveral A. D. 1697. 
fmall forts. He now marched to regaili ' them, and ftorming the 
fort -of Permacoil, put the garrifonto the^ fword. He after this 
alfo took many fortified temples, which abound through both the / 

Carnatics, and were built in former ages by the rajas, before the 
Mahummedan conqtiefts. When he arrived near Tanjore, the 
zemindar of Tritchinopoly fent a confiderable ofifering, with requefts 
of afiiftanc'e to recover feveral places which tire raja of Tanjore had 
taken from him. Zoolfeccar Khan complied with the requefi;, and 
obliged the Tanjoree to refiore them. The raja of Tritchinopoly , 
was an infant, and the power of the fiiate veiled in his mother, a 
woman of great abilities, who conduced affaii*s with a mafculine , 
courage; Here is a fumptuous temple, built by the rajas, on the 

banks of the Caveree^ , , • 

* % 

* j ‘ ^ , 

, Zoolfeccar .'Khan overran Tanjore, Took much' plunder and a 
very large -contribution from the raja ; after whieh he demanded one^ 
from the zemindar of Palimcote, but he ufing many evafions, the: 
khan befieged^ the place, which held out, the ■ inhabitants making 
feveral bold fallies, for five, days ; when Raow Dulput,' with the 
lofs of fifty Raajepootes, got pofieffion of the town, and the polygars 
evacuated the fort by a wicket in the night, but they were intercept- 
ed and plundered by the troops. Zoolfeccar Khan, after the cap- 
ture of this poll, placed tannas in Anhetwaul, and' returned to the^ 
neighbourhood of Jinjee. Having doubts of the fidelity of Ajeet 
Naire, he communicated them to the emperor, who ordered him 
to be put to death i which was done by ftratagem, as he was too 
powerful to be punifhed openly; All his women burnt with him. 

His effed:s were plundered by the troops. 

Afiiid I^an'was now called to tlie prefence,' and again reilored A. H. mo. 
to the imperial favour. Zoolfeccar Khan having fent, under the A, 0,1698, 
' ' ' "1 charge^ 
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charge of Syed Kubbeer, the contributions of the zemindars' of 
Carnatic to the prefence, was diftinguiflied by promotion 'and other 
honours. The emperor with the royal family went to pafs the 
Ramazan at’Beejapore, and left the charge of the grand camp to 
AlTud Khan. At this time, the wells in the city of Beejapore dried 
up entirely, and the inhabitants were obliged to bring water from 
a diftance. ' 

The prince Mahummud Mauzim, with his family, had long 
been confined clofely in the Ruggelah Bar, and fufiered greatly 
from his father’s difpleafure. Mahummud Azim Shaw was dan- 
geroufly indilpofed with a dropfy, and Ibme ill conduit of the prince' 
Kaum Buhhfli had caufed him to be kept alfo in ftridl confinement. 
At length the emperor, moved by their diftrelTes and paternal af- 
feition, ordered the prince’s tents to be pitched without the Rug- 
gelah Bar, and permitted them more liberty. After this they were 
gradually reftored to their jaghires and commands. The prince^ 
Mahummud Mauzim was honoured with the title of Bahadur Shaw 
and government of Cabul. On taking leave, he was permitted to 
beat the nobut from the royal quarters. Several amras- were alfo 
fent with him. ^ The imperial camp moved to Birmahpore, called 
now Iflaumpore, twelve cofs from Sholapore, on the banks of the 
Beemrah river. 

Zoolfeccar Khan befieged the fort of Velore, and had reduced 
the place to great diftrefs, when Dhunnah and Suntah approached 
with a confiderable army to its relief. Dhunnah arrived firft, and 
the khan having fent his baggage and women, under charge of 
Raow Dulput, to the fort of Arcot, eight cofs diftant, marched to 
oppofc the enemy; who then retired to Tirivaddee, where they 
lurrounded Saadutmund Khan Choree, the fojedaur, but the khan 
arriving fpeedily, gave Dhunnah a complete defeat, after which he 
returned to recommence the fiege. 


Suntah 
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' Suntah following Dliunnali, arrived in the Beejapore Carnaticj 
where Cafim Khan, the fojedaur, joined by Khanehzad Khan and 
Amaun Oollah-Khan, prepared to oppofe liiin 5 but die zemindars 
joining Suntah, he was greatly fuperior to the royahfts. . Caiim Khan 
fed to the fort of Dundobre, but there being fcarce any provifions in 
the place, many men,- elephants, camek, horfes, and bullocks, began 
to die of hunger. Every hope of relief was cut off ; aiid about a 
month had paffed in this diffreiled iituation, when a capitulation 
was unavoidably entered into. .The effedls, which had efoaped the 
[plunder in the field, were all given up to the. enemy, and the troops 
came out in a moft wretched and famiflied fituation. Cafim* Khan 
died during the blockade : the other amras, after recruiting them- 
felves,and men at Adonee, moved to the ^prefence ^ . but the emperor,, 
being much dilpleafed, would not admit them to an audience, and 
detached them to various .places. Khanehzad Khan was appointed 
kelladaar -of Mahummudabad Biederj Sufffliekun Khan fojedaur' of 
phamouneej Mahummud Moraud IClian fojedaur of Godereh in 
Ouzarat-j and Ram- Chund, fon of Raow Dulput,' kelladaar of 
phur. Nummoona ; but he fled from thence to his father^s zemin- 
paree with intention of taking . forcible poffeflion ; upon which the 
bmperor fent orders to the* fojedaurs of that quarter, either to take 
him' prifoner, or put him to death. 


Suntah after his victory moved towards Jinjee j when Zoolfeccar 
K-han marching from Arcot gave him a total defoat near the fort of 
Arnee. Himmut Khan, fon of Khan- Jehaun Bahadur, being fent 
■o the aid of Khanehzad Khan,^ was killed by an arrow in an adtioii 
vith the enemy, and foon after Khan Jehaun died in the imperial 
:amp. ' Aurungzebe did him the honour of. a vifit in his lafl: mo- 
nents. . His fortune was confifcated to the treafury, but the amount- 
lid not anfwer expedlations. He was a nobleman of true dignityj 
ind, : being the emperor’s fofter brother, thought himfolf fuperior 
:o alLthe other amras. - He was expend vely -magnificent in his equi- ' 
- ' ' ' ■ - . - pages,. 


'9S 
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pages, lioufes, and attendants. He ufed great freedom of fpeech 
with Aurungzebe, who was often difpleafed with his repartees, 
particularly, when on alking his advice in the aflairs of Dekkan, 
he talked in a free ftrain of cenfure on the imperial operations. 

II- This year was employed in purfuing the Mharattas, who plun-i 

99« dered Dekkan in parties, as far as Ballaghaut. 

I a- Zoolftccar Khan, leaving his baggage at.Arcot, marched to 
'colled contributions, which he exadled from the zemindars of Tan- 
jore and other diftrids j but they did not fuffice to pay up the troops. 
He then moved near Jinjee, where inteftine divifions had happened 
among the Mharatta chiefs, which gave hopes of taking the place. 

Dhunnah, having difagreed with Suntah, reprefented to Rama, 
that this chief had ufurped dangerous power, from his large army, 
and had formed plans of treafon againft him. Upon this,' Rama 
difpatched Amreet Raow, a chief of 'much reputation, with his 
own and Dhunnah’s troops, to attack Suntah, who defeated them. 
Rama and Dhunnah retreated to Jinjee, and Suntah returned to his 
own country, much difpleafed at their treatment,- but he was 
killed in a furprize fhortly after, by the brother in Jaw of Amreet 
Raow, who cut off his head, and lent it to the emperor. Dhunnah 
now acquired great power among the Mharattas, and formed a 
party with Ram Chund Pundit, Rama’s minifter; but Perferam, 
another principal Pundit, favoured the caufe of Ranoo, Suntah’s fon, 
and his uncle Herjes Hindoo Raow. 

At this time Rama entreated peace on certain conditons, and 
fent his fon Kerrun under care of Ram Chund Harrah to Zoolfecc.ar 
Khan, who forwarded his petition to court, and encamped during 
the rains at Bmdwaftnee. The emperor would not liften to Rama’s 
offers of fubmiffion, but ordered Zoolftccar IChan to commence the 

/lege 



AURUNGZEBE’s OPERATIONS' in- DEKIC AN/ ■ 




liege of Jinjee; upon which Kerrun was fent back to. his father, 
Zoolfeccar Khan was honoured by the title of NufTerut, Jungj 
upon which he made a great' feafb, and conferred rich prefents upon 
his officers and troops. 

Nufierut Jung marched, and encamped before Jinjee, of which 
he began the fiege without delay. He himfelf chofe the poll of 
Soulungwerum, Dulput Raow was Rationed, before the gateway 
and on the back of the fort,' Ram Chund Harrah between it and 
Chummar Tungara, a redoubt which was taken by Rorm two days 
after by Daood Khan Punnee. Here was the wicket of Shitaiin 
Dooee, and Nufierut Jung might have taken the fort of Jinjee in 
an inRant if he had chofen to follow his blow by this pafiage s hut, 
like many other generals, he wiflied to prolong the war. Indeed 
^e total ruin of the Mharatta power might have been effected 
•with eafe many years before, but the amras delayed on purpofe, and 
fecretly affiRed each other to draw out the war to a never ending 
length, for their own advantage ; alfo dreading, that when the 
emperor fhould have finally reduced Dekkan, he would carry his 
arms to Candahar and Bulkh, which expeditions were difagreeable 
to the nobility, who did not wifh to encounter the hardfhips of the 
north. , ■ • . 

Rama being alarmed, left his family, and fled to Tanjore. 
Raow Dulput, who was Rationed near the gateway, carried his 
approaches to Kifhen. Ghur, which joins to Jinjee,' and was ad- 
vanced near the - wall, when Zoolfeccar . Khan thought proper to 
recall him to his own poR, and Daood Khan was Rationed at 
Chuttun Ghur. 'A perfon having found out a path which led 
through the woods into the fort, communicated his difcovery to 
Daood Khan, who went himfelf with fome attendants to furvey it, 

- and finding it pafiTable, the Rorm was immediately ordered. Raow 
Dulput with his followers fbon gained the duter wall in fpite of 
^ VoL. II,‘ O - ail 
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pages, houfes, and attendants. He iifed great freedom of fpeech 
with Aurungzebe, who was often difpleafed with his repartees, 
particularly, when on alking his advice in the affairs of Dekkan, 
he talked in a free llrain of cenfure on the imperial operations. 

rn* This year was employed in purfuing the Mharattas, who plun-* 
dered Dekkan in parties, as for as Ballaghaut. 

Zoolffccar Khan, leaving his baggage at .Arcot, marched to 
'coUedt contributions, which he exadted from the zemindars of Tan- 
jore and other diftridls j but they did not fuffice to pay up the troops. 
He then moved near Jmjee, where inteftine divifions had happened 
among the Mharatta chiefs, which gave hopes of taking the place. 

Dhunnah, having difagreed with Suntah, reprefented to Rama, 
that this chief had ufurped dangerous power, from his large army, 
and had formed plans of treafon agamft him. Upon this,' Rama 
difpatched Amreet Raow, a chief of much reputation, with his 
own and Dhunnah’s troops, to attack Suntah, who defeated them. 
Rama and Dhunnah retreated to Jmjee, and Suntah returned to his 
own country, much difpleafed at their treatment; but he was 
killed in a furprize (hortly after, by the brother in law of Amreet 
Raow, who cut off his head, and lent it to the emperor. Dhunnah 
now acquired great power among the Mharattas, and formed a 
party with Ram Chund Pundit, Rama’s minifter; but Perferam, 
another principal Pundit, favoured the caufe of Ranoo, Suntah’s fon, 
and his uncle Herjes Hindoo Raow. 

At this time Rama entreated peace on certain conditons, and 
font his fon Kcrrun under care of Ram Chund Harrah to Zoolfeccar 
Khan, who forwarded his petition to court, and encamped during 
the rains at Bindwaftnec. The emperor would not liften to Rama’s 
offers of fubrnimon, but ordered Zoolfecc.ar Kiian to commence the 
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fiege of Jinjeej upon wliicli Kerrun was fent back to his father. 
Zoolfeccar Khan was honoured by the title of NuITerut Jungi 
upon which he made a great feaR, and conferred rich prefents upon 
his officers and troops. 

Nu/ierut Jung marched, and encamped before Jinjee, of which 
he began the fiege without delay. He himfclf chofc the poR of 
Soulungwerum, Dulput Raow was Rationed- before the gateway 
and on the back of the fort. Ram Chund Harrah between it and 
Chummar Tungara, a redoubt wliich was taken by Rorm two days 
after by Daood Klian Punnee. Here was the wicket of Shitaiin 
Dooee, and NuRerut Jung might have taken the fort of Jinjee in 
an inRant if he had chofen to follow his blow by this paflage ; but, 
like many other generals, he wiflied to prolong the war. Indeed 
the total ruin of the Mharatta power might have been effedted 
-with eafe many years before, but the amras delayed on purpofe, and 
fecretly affiiRed each other to draw out tlie war to a never ending 
length, for their own advantage ; alfo dreading, that when the 
emperor fhould have finally reduced Dekkan, he would carry his 
arms to Candahar and Bulkh, which expeditions were difagreeable 
to the nobility, who did not wifh to encounter the hardfhips of the 
north. 

Rama being alarmed, left his family, and fled to Tanjore. 
Raow Dulput, who was Rationed near- the gateway, carried his 
approaches to Kifhen Ghur, which joins to Jinjee, and was ad- 
vanced near the wall, when Zoolfeccar Khan thought proper to 
recall him to his own poR, and Daood Khan was Rationed at 
Chuttun Ghur. A perfon having found out a path which' led 
through the woods into the fort, communicated his difeovery to 
Daood Khan,' who went himfelf with fome attendants to furvey it, 
and finding it paffable, the Rorm was immediately ordered. Raow 
Dulput with his followers foon gained the duter wall in fpite of 
-,yoL. IIv O - all 
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all oppofitlon ; upon' -which the hefieged fled towards the citadel, 
called Calicote, but the Raajepootes were too fwift for them, and 
put to death great numbers j alfo' taking five elephants belonging 
to Rama. The furvivors took refuge in a building called Rauje- 
ghur. The wicket of Shitaun Dooee, which.had been bricked up, 
was now opened, and Zoolfeccar Khan entered with his people. 

Daood Khan alfo entered at another part, and the inhabitants 
here afked for quarter, which was granted them, but an immenfe 
plunder fell to the viflors. Rama’s femily having barricadoed 
ihemfelves in Raujeghur, the ftrongeft part of Jinjee, entreated 
terms j upon which Zoolfeccar Khan came himfelf to the gate, 
and fent in by a ladder Ram Chund Harrah to give them afliirances 
of protedHon and good treatment. Palanquins were fent for the 
women and children, who came out and were faved from violence j 
but one of Rama’s wives, fearing dilhonour, threw herfelf from the 
top of the wall, and was daihed to pieces on the rocks below. 
Zoolfeccar Khan remained in the fort to colledt the plunder and 
poft guards j but the other amras returned to their feveral flatlohs. 
About four tboufand women and children were taken, but very few 
fighting men. Jinjee is the general name for the whole of the for- 
tifications, though there are fix forts and a large town, extenfive 
tanks, groves of cocoanut trees, and gardens. The khan having given 
orders for the repair of the fort and an inveftigation of the private 
paths, appointed Ghuzzunfir IChan kelladaar for the prefent, and 
came out with Rama’s women and children under his own pro- 
teftion, to the camp. 

13. This year the imperial camp was overflowed by the rifing of the 
Eeemrah, and great numbers of people drowned j but at length his 
majefty penned a devout prayer, which upon being thrown into the 
water, it fell inftantly. The prince Bahadur Sliaw was .appointed 
to the government of CabuL 

.Zoolfeccar 
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Zoolfeccar Khan Nuffemt Jung .was called to the preferice A.H.1114. 
from Arcot. The emperor marched in ' perfon againd; the enemy, A. D. 1702. 
and after taking in three days die fort of B^ffunt Gurrah, fat down 
before Sittarrah, a place of great direngdi. Bhaow Kiflina, a 
Mharatta chief, witiv fifteen thoufand horfe, crolTed the river Nerr 
budda, and after laying wafte Dhamounee and fome other diftridts, 
retreated. This was the firft time that a Mharatta chief had ven- 
tured to extend their depredations acrofs the Nerbudda. Ranoo, 

•Suntah’s fon, ' with Harjee Gorereh, commonly called Hindoo 
Raow, in conjunction had collected great riches by their incurfions, 
and Rama, at , the head of a vail: body, alfo committed great exceffes 
in the imperial foubah of Berar. ' 

. Sultan Bedar Bukht was detached to puniih thefe banditti, alfo 
Zoolfeccar Klian ; who, leaving his heavy baggage at Sholapdre, 
met the prince near the town of Jarnate, and marched in purfuit of 
Rama, who iled before him,, by the road, of Porundeh,'^and crofled 
the Beemrah into his own country. Dhunnah . , with ' other chiefs 
marched for Birmahpore, where was the imperial baggage camp, 
and had the khan not followed by very quick, marches, they would 
moft probably have plundered it. On the day of his approach tliey 
fled towards Sittarrah Ghur,: and being arrived near the royal camp, 

, attempted the. plunder of the grand granaries 3 but Zoolfeccar Khan 
coming np, gave them a total defeat.. The evening of the battle 
■ Beheramund Khan, meer bukhflii, joined the khan, <and requefted , 

.that he would permit him to take the. credit of the victory,, in order 
to give him reputation with the emperor. The- khan cpnfented^; 

-and accordingly the bukhfhi and his followers were honoured with 
■ the royal thanks and. honorary, dreffes;. Some days after,. Zoolfeccar 
Khan requefted ; an audience, arid was gracioufly received, by the 
emperor, who; difpatched him with other ; amras . to obferve the 

eriethy, ; and prevent, them firom committing excefies. on the baggage 

camp: at Birmahpore. On his arrival, he . learned tl^at Ouzbuk 
• • Khan,-' 
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Khan, with a large convoy of money and provifions, was arrived at 
Roigurrah, twelve cofs off, but had halted, not daring to advance 
through fear of the enemy, who were on the watch for fo rich a 
prize. The khan upon this marched to join him ; then leaving the 
bitggage under his charge, purfued the enemy four and twenty cofs 
from the morning until nine o’clock at night, not giving them the 
fmalleft refpite or himfelf refrelhment. He then returned, and 
condufting the convoy in fafety to Birmahpore, halted fome time in 
that neighbourhood. 

Intelligence arrived that Rama dying of the fmall poi, was 
fucceeded by his fon Kerrun, who furvived him but a few days, 
and was fucceeded by his fon Sewa, an infant of only two years, 
under the guardianihip of Ram Chund Pundit, who took up his 
refidence with his charge in the fortrefs of Kalneh, and was unani- 
moufly obeyed by the other chiefs. Nufierut Jung purfued a body 
of the enemy by Sholapore, and crofled the Beemrah at Tuljapore, 
into their countiy. ^ 

Ruttun Sing, fon of Gopal Sing, who had been Pent by his 
father to manage his zemindaree, kept back the revenues to his own 
ufe; upon which Gopal Sing complained to the emperor who 
ordered Ruttun Sing to the prefence, but he would not obey 
However after fome time he made his fubmiflions, through Mukh-’ 
tar Khan, the governor of Malwa, and embraced the Maliummedan 
faith ; which pleafing Aurungzebe, he conferred upon him his fi. 
ther’s territories. Gopal Sing being difgufled at this, fled from the 
fultan Bedar Eukhfs camp, and endeavoured to recover his country 
by mbelhon; but, not fucceeding, he fought a Ihelter in the rana 
of Odipores dominions. The emperor at this time fliewed but 
little favour to his faithful and moft ufeful fubjefts the Raajepootes 
which greatly cooled their ardour for his fcrvice. ^ " 


Zoolfeccar 
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Zoolfeccar, after croffing at Tuljapore, purfued . the enemy A. H. 1115, 
wherever tliey fled, and had feveral fevere engagements, in all 
which he was vidtorious. DifTentions had happened between Dhun- 
nail and Ranoo 3 But : tliey now faw it their intereft to unite, and 
agreed to meet for a reconciliation, and to form a plan, of operations, 
near Koolburga. The khan, having purfued Dliunnah to the neigh- 
bourhood of Tuldoorg, left his baggage at Sholapore, and marched 
towards the town of Monillah, which was the place of conference 
fixed upon by the two chiefs. Dliunnah upon this, ventured to en- 
gage, and was defeated. He after this met Ranoo, who brought a 
vafl body to join him, at Firofeabad, eight cofs from Koolburga. 

Being reconciled, the two chiefs formed a regular camp, near the 
ruined fort of Firofeabad, on the banks of the Beemrah. Zoolfeccar 
Khan> though his force was comparatively fmall with that of the 
enemy, wliich confifled of thirty five thoufand horfe, repeatedly de- 
feated themf and, at length, after a fpace of eight months, they 
were rendered unable to keep the field, and feparating their forces, 
took fhelter in the woods. After a continuance of fome months, 

Ranoo went towafos Pernalleh, and Dliunnah towards WakinKerah^ 

The khan, upon intelligence of this, leaving Birmahpore upon his 
right, marched, and encamped near the fort of Mujhunder, be- 
longing to the emperor. The rains now fet - in, .and the horfes, 
elephants, and camels had been fo harafied by cbnftant marching 
as to be quite unferviceable. The khan had in this laft campaign, 
in marches, countermarches, and purfuits, moved above two thou- 
fand: cofs, fo : that the whole army was’ exceflively fatigued. Intel- 
ligence no vv arrived, that ; a body of the ; enemy committed I depreda- 
tions between Birmahpore and the royal camp ; /.upon 'which the 
emperor ordered the khan to . take pofi: where he thought proper 
between thefe two ftations, to keep open the communication. The 
khan a£ted accordingly, fhifting his , ground from place to place, as 
he. faw occafion. Daood Khan Punnee. was detached fforri.him to 
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the fojedauiy of Carnatic Hyderabad, fo that but a very fmall force 
remained. 

, The emperor was ftill engaged in befieging the fort of Sittarrah 
Ghur, which yet held out againft his arms with an obftinate bravery, 
and found means to procure daily fupplies by private roads. The 
belieged allb made feveral tallies by night on the camp, but were 
always driven back with lofs. 

-Terbeut Khan, commander of the artillery, at length carried 
two mines under a baftion, which were Iprung, and blew up about 
four hundred of the belieged who were ftationed upon the walls of 
the fort j but Terbeut Khan having negledted to give proper infer-' 
mation to the troops in the batteries, about three thoufand of them, 
with feveral chiefs of note, were killed by the explolion : which 
misfortune brought upon him the royal difpleafure, and the refent- 
ment of the whole army, as every one had loll a relation or friend. 
The governor of the fort, finding it vain to fland out longer, beggetJ 
quarter; and, at the interceffion of fultan Bedar Bukht, was par- 
doned, and promoted to the rank of five thoufand. The emperor 
named this fort ^Azim. Tarrah ; and, after fettling a proper garrifon, 
moved to .befiegc Perlee, another flrong .fortrels not far ddlant. 
Fatteh Oollah Khan was commanded to conduit the fiege, and 
having found an. opportunity of planting wooden ladders on the 
walls, about three hundred Moguls and others were killed in an 
unfuccefsful florro j but the enemy foon after fubmitted on capitu- 
lation, which was granted by his raajefty, at the interceffion of the 
prince Mahummud Azim Shaw. This place was named by the 
emperor Norufs Tarrah. 

After this, the emperor marched, though in the height of the 
rains, which was fo diftreffing to the army, that even many noble- 
men were obliged to travel on foot. He halted for fome days at 

Bhofegurrah, 
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Bliofegurrab, wliich was new named Iflaum Tarrah: the prince 
Aziin Shaw v^’as fent to Malwa, as the rana had Ihewn iigns of 
difafFedlion by giving flielter to Gopal Sing Chanderaowt, and a 
rebellion in that quarter was expected, more efpecially as Shujaut 
Klaan, tlie governor of Ajmere, was lately dead^ and a new one 
not yet appointed. Ghazi ad Dien Khan, who had been fent to ^ 
corredt the zemindar of Deogur, was recalled to the pVefence, and 
the prince ordered to punifli liim on his march. Upon this account 
he halted fome time at Boorahanpore, and was then ordered to 
take upon him the government of Guzarat. 

Dulput Roy was honoured with the command of the advanced 

body of Zoolfeccar Khan’s army, in the room of Daood.Khan Pun- 

nee 3 and though he had before kept up a force out of his own 

purfe, beyond his compliment, he on this occalion greatly encreafed 

the number for his own reputation. 

• / 

. The emperor moved to encamp at Khouaflpore for the remain- 
der of the rains, which were fo violent, that the camp was over- 
flowed by the river, and a great number of people and cattle 
periflied. The waters rofe up to the gate of the royal mufic room, 
and danger was apprehended to the apartments of his majefty, who 
was at this time much indifpofed with a fore in the right foot, 
which refilled all the power of medicine, and was very painful. 

V 

The prince Bedar Bukht was fent towards Mortizaabad fbr the 
fiege of Pernalleh, and Zoolfeccar Khan w^s ordered to attend him. 
He accordingly joined the prince at Moorje, where he halted Ibme, 
time on account of the overflowing of ^e waters ; but repeated in- 
flrudlions coming from court to proceed, the prince af length moved 
by forced marches, and fat down before Pernalleh. . Zoolfeccar 

Khan made an excurfion as far as the fort of Khalneh. The 
, '■ emperor 
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emperor ■ moved from Khouaflpore to Moorje, in order to give 
inftruftions and affift the liege. 

Dhunnah with a great body of Mharattas having plundered in 
the neighbourhood of the imperial camp, Hummeed ad Dien Khan 
and Munaim Khan were detached againft him j but a great number 
of their followers being killed, they required reinforcements, and 
Zoolfeccar Khan was ordered to their affiftance. The enemy ded 
immediately on hearing of his approach, and he purfued them as far 
as Jugoanee in Beejapore, when they made a Hand, and were de- 
feated with great lofs. The next day a frelh body appeared, and 
Raow Dulput purfued them without halting for thirty cofs, with 
much daughter. Zoolfeccar Khan after this moved back with fpeed 
to Pernalleh, led: the enemy Ihould attempt to didurb the dege of 
that place. 

All the Mharatta chiefs after fome time united under Ram 
Chund Pundit, and moved to the neighbourhood of Pernalleh, 
where they plundered the camp followers and travellers Without 
mercy. A number of grain merchants coming with proviCons, the 
enemy furrounded them at RoUapore, only dve cofs from the camp j 
upon which the prince fent Serdaur Khan Dekkanee to their adift- 
ance; but the enemy being in great force, he could only ad upon 
the defenfive, of which he fent notice to the prince, who imme- 
diately difpatched Nuderut Jung, Raow Dulput, and Ram Sing 
Harrah to his relief. Raow Dulput arriving firft, his Raajepootes 
killed about four hundred of the enemy’s foot. Zoolfeccar Khan 
remained under arms the whole night, and in the morning the" 
enemy, feeing no advantage was to be gained, took to flight. The 
whole imperial army was much diftrefled this year, by fatiguing 
marches, fcarcity of proviflons, and other inconveniencies. 


Ghazi 
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-^ '..Ghazi.ad Dien Khaii. being recalled from Deogur to'tliepre- a. H. 1116. 
fence, was ordered 16 piirfue, Ranoo, • who committed depredations A, D. 1704. 
in the neighbourhood of Koolburga ; and alfo to. punilh Ponapah 
Finder,' the raow of Wakin . Kerah. . ;Ghazi, ad- Dien marched 
towards Roolburga, and the emperor to carry on the fiege of Per- 
lialleh with greater vigour: . Mucklifs .Khan,, fecond buklhi, .died, 
and Khanehzad Kham fon of Roh QoUah Khan, being recalled 
from Hyderabad,, was honoured with his father’s title and the office 
of grand . fte ward of the imperial . houfehold . • When ' the ■ emperor 
arrived in the vicinity of Pernalleh, the prince -with all his officers 
received the honour of an audience. Abou Houffiin, the depofed 
king of.Hyderabad, ' died at this ‘time- in . his confinement in the for- 
trefs jof Dowlutabad. Dhunnahi and other . Mharatta chiefs, ad- 
vanced to the grand baggage camp, at Birmahpore, and the enemy 
even invaded 'Khandefhe and' the province- of Mai wa, Zoolfeccar 
Khan purfued and defeated Dhunnah. * 

i: V ' ■ ■ ' ^ j ; 

. . Jumlat al Moolk' Affiid Khan was recalled to the prefence, and- 
Ghazi- ad Dien Khan entrufled with the charge of the baggage 
camp.ih his room. - The fort of Pernalleh 'was at -length taken,: 
after which the emperor moved with the grand camp, and’ cantoned 
in the vicinity of Kuttafon and Burrah' Butchgaum. . Beheramund 
Khan was fent to.befiege the fort of Chundun-Mundun, which the 
enemy marched to relieve 5 but’ Zoolfeccar Khan advancing in the 
night, when it rained very har'd^ came upon ‘their' army by furprize, 

•and defeated them. The emperor how marched to befiege.the fort 
of' Khalneh,-,and. was pleafed.. to exalt AfTud'Kh'an’ to the title of 
ameer al amra. ‘ - ^ 

‘ Zoolfeccar' Khan again defeated a great body of Mharattas 
in the neighbourhood of Porundeh, and at feveraf other places. 

During this purfuit, he paffed through part of Berar, which was 
much laid wafte by the enemy 5 but they.^ had /pared ibme pergun- 
VoL, II. . P nahs. 
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nahs, tlie zemindars of which were regular in the payment of the 
choute. The landholders of Berar and Khandelhe joined the 
enemy, to the number of fixty thoufand, and oppofed Zoolfeccar 
Khan, whofe force was but fmall, and Alimerdan Khan, the nazim 
of Berar, durll not move from Elichpore, the capital of the pro- 
vince, out of dread of the enemy; upon which the khan marched 
to within ten cofs of that cityi and lummoned him to join ; which 
at length he did, but every day begged to be difmilTed. Zoolfeccar 
Khan, regarding the good of the imperial fcrvice, would not com- 
ply with his requeft. , 

One day, the khan having made a tedious forced march, came 
to an eminence where he defigned to halt for the night; but per-' 
ceiving the enemy’s camp, Dulput Raow was diipatched to attack 
it with his advanced corps, and the khan followed to fupporthim* 
with the whole army. The enemy were foon put to the route, and 
fled feventeen cofs without once looking behind them, fo great was 
the dread of the khan’s arms. He now permitted Alimerdan Khan 
to return to Elichpore, and was vifited by Khodabundeh Khan, 
fon to the late ameer al amra Shaifteh Khan, but this nobleman; 
would not move the fmalleft diftance with him out of his diftrifts, • 
fo that Zoolfeccar Khan was left with not more than three thoufand 
horfe. Notwithftanding, he ftill purfucd the enemy, who amounted 
to about lixty thoufand, to the fort of Kolafs Ghur, in the Hyder- 
abad country. It is the cuftora of the Mharattas to prefs chiefly on 
the rear of an enemy, and they followed this mode on the prefent 
crifis, but were as often repulfed by the bravery of Ram Smg 
Harrah and Dulput Raow. 

4 

Zoolfeccar having in the purfuit expended moft of his ammu- 
nition, found it advifeable to retire to Mahummudabad Bieder for 
frefo fupplies,. which having procured, he again marched after the 
enemy, and gave them a complete defeat on the banks of the 

river 
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fiver Baumgunga after which they .feparated, and fled to the hills 
in different bodies. They foon again threatened Berar, but Zool- 
feccar Khan, by forced marches, advanced to .the borders of that 
province, when they thought proper to retreat. At this time, from 
the river Nerbudda, through all Dekkan, Khandefhe, Berar, and 
Kokun, in every diftridf, the Mharattas fwarmed like ants or locufls. 
It may not be unneceffary to mention the caufes of the enc'reafe of 
thefe plunderers, who, though always defeated by the royal troops 
in the field, yet by their fudden inroads often laid whole difb:i<^ 
Wafle, before armies could arrive to- punifli them» 

Tn the reign of Shaw Jehaun the governrrient of provinces wasr 
lodged with amras of the firfl: rank, who kept a large force on foot, 
but were now held by new nobles, of inferior, rank, poor, and 
rapacious, who neglected to maintain proper troops, and at the 
fame time oppreflfed the people. The zemindars- would not obey 
dbjedaurs 'without troops, and became rebellious, and remifs in their 
payihents. As the fojedaurs could not force them, they were glad 
to content themfelves with what they could get; and in order to 
lead a quiet life, , entered into fecret agreements with theni, and 
winked at their difobedience, which made them flill more infolent^ 

» • t 

N i- 

In the countries dependant bn Hyderabad and Beejapore, which 
before their conquefl: maintained above two hundred thoufand horfe, 
there were not now flationed above thirty four thoufand. The 
jaghiredars could not get polTeflion of their jaghires for want of 
-troops; and if they did,, their holding them for any time was fo 
uncertain, that they did not, confider the eafe of the farmers, but 
opprefled them for money by every mode that avarice could- devile, 
fo that they entered into combinations with the enemy. While the 
newly conquered .countries were thus unfettled, the antient terri- 
tories of Dekkan were not lels troubled by the tyranny of governors, 
and the frequent changes of them and the jaghiredars, who werfr 

P 2 . obliged 
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obliged not' only 'to lupply their' own neceflities, but fumifli large- 
bribes to the civil officers about the. court. It was reprefented to 
the 'emperor, that thd zemindars were in confederacy with th^ 
enemy j upon which he ordered all their weapons of defence to be 
feized, and this left them an ealy prey to invaders, whom at laft 
they joined for felf-fecurity. ’ . , . ' 

Contributions were then collected in lieu of Tegular revenues, 
and the parties fent every where to colledt fupplies for the grand 
camp were guilty of every fort of excefs. Added to this, the col- 
ledlors of the odious religious capitation, forced millions from the 
farmers, and accounted but for fmall films with the royal trealury. 
Whenever the emperor appointed a jaghiredar, the Mharattas ap-‘ 
pointed another to the fame • diftridl,. and both coUefted as they' 
found opportunity}- fo that, in iadt, every place had two-mafters. 
The farmers, thus oppreffed,-left off cultivating more ground than 
Would barely fubfifl: them, and in their turns became plunderers 
for wdnt of employment. 

The emperor having taken moft of the Mharatta fbrtrelles, 
they were left without any refource but plunder, out of which they 
paid a lhare to their chief the fon of Rama. Many of the powerful 
difaffedled zemindars joined them, lb that they amounted to above 
an hundred thoufand horfe. The imperial amras, deprived of their 
revenues- from the jaghires, had recourle to falfe mufters, and did 
not keep up above half their compliments of men ; fo that detach- 
ments could not be fent every where to puniffi the invaders, and 
the grand army was always employed in lieges, which left the 
Mharattas at liberty .to plunder almoll: Without molelVation, but 
particularly during the liege of Khalneh, their excelles vvere un- 
bounded. They flopped every communication of fupply to the 
imperial camp, where numbers penlhed by famine ; and their info- 
lence grew to fuch a pitch, that they once a week offered up mock 

prayers 
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prayers for the- long life' of Aurungzebe, whofe mode of making 
'Uvar was fo • favourable to their invabons' and depredations. Added 
to . this, 'the imperial troops were ,tired out with a conbant campaign 
of above, twenty years, and grew difgufted and remifs,in their duty, 

s 

. .. Zoolfeccar -Khan, during fix months, had nineteen a(ftions with 
the enemy, and purlued them from place to place, above three 
' thoufand cofs, in marches and countermarches. 


(I09 


Zoolfeccar Khan 'encamped for fome time near Satoor, and then A. H, 1117 
made incurfions to the neighbourhood of Kundaneh, where the 
Mharattas had fixed their cantonments. The fort of Khalneh now 
fell into the emperor’s hands, when, notwithftanding the height of 
the rains, he moved to Bahadur .Ghur. ' This march was attended 
with fo .many inconveniences, that eVen the emperor’s tents were 
often left far in the rear, and bodies of the - enemy plundered part 
of the baggage, which, 'through .the fatigue of the elephants, 
camels,' and bullocks, ' were left- behind in different places. ZooK 
'f^ccar Khan was difpatched towards Ahmednuggur in purfuit of the 
enemy, who were committing depredations in that quarter, Behe- 
ramund Khan, meet bukhfhi, one of Aurungzebe’s .oldefi: nobility 
and -friends, dying was buried at his own requefi: in a fmall 
tomb at Bahadur Ghur. . He was fucceeded in his office by Zool- 
feccar Khan Nulferiit- Jung, who,' notwithftanding this appoint- 
ment, continued in the command of the army againft: the Mharattas, 
aiid Muttullub Khan aded as his deputy in 'the prefence. 

f 

/ ' * • * y 

The depredations ‘ of a large Body of the enemy near the royal 
camp were ' encreafing daily, and forhe of the imperial elephants 
were carried off from their foraging ground, at only two cofs diftant 

from it. Mahummud Ameen Khan- Tooranee; fuddur al fuddoor, 

was fent to recover them, but the enemy preffed him fo hard, that 
his elephants, horfes, camels, and baggage, fell into their hands. 

He 


'AURUNGZEBE’s operations in dekkan. 

He himfelf with tlie greateft difficulty efcsped alone into a village, 
from which he travelled in a common hackery to Chumarcondeh, 
where the fojedaur fupplied him with neceffaiy conveyance to the 
royal camp. Aurungzebe however received him gracioufly, and 
conferred many favours upon him. The empejor after this marched 
to befiege the fort of Kundaneh, and Fatteh Oollah Khan wasfent 
to condudt the artillery from Khalneh. He was hard pulhed by the 
enemy near Rhamutpore, but Zoolfeccar Khan arrived in time to 
his affiftance, and it was refolved to punifli Dhunnah effeftually. 
At this inftant intelligence arrived, that Cheen KooUich Khan, 
Ibjedaur of Carnatic Beejapore, was arrived on the banks of the 
Kiftnah, fixteen cofi from the city, and that a large body of Mha- 
rattas had marched with the hopes of plundering him, Zoolfeccar, 
upon this, moved by forced marches to fupport him, but upon his 
arrival at Beejapore he learned that KooUich Khan had lafely gained 
the fort of Mudkul, and Dhunnah, being difappointed, had gone 
towards the neighbourhood of Koolburga. Though Ghazi ad Dien 
Khan, was at the head of an army to punifli the enemy, he did not 
move to the affiftance of his fon. Upon his arrival at Koolburga, 
Zoolfeccar Khan received orders to haften to the prefencc. At this 
time the emperor was employed in the liege of Kundaneh, where 
Terbeut Khan, commander of the artillery, had eredted his batteries 
on the fame lull, that the Maharajah Jeflvvunt Sing had formerly 
done. Zoolfeccar Khan being arrived in camp, was gracioufly 
received, and ordered to carry on approaches on the lide of Sewa- 
pore. Many days had not pafled, when intelligence arrived that a. 
body of Mharattas, having crofted the Nerbudda, were committing 
depredations near Oojein, and that tlie Afghauns of Malwa had alfo 
rafted a rebellion j upon which Zoolfeccar Khan was ordered to 
march for the defence of that country. Raow Dulput was now 
promoted to the rank of three thouland. Ghazi ad Dien Khan was 
appointed to the government of Berar, and to defend the country 
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of Telingana, wliea he fixed Iiis cantonments clofe to the fort of 
Candahar. 

The emperor hill lay before Kundaneh. Sultan Mahummud 
Bedar Bukht was appointed to tlie government of Aurangabad and 
Boorahanpore. The enemy, after plundering the environs of the 
lafi: mentioned city, crofifcd the Nerbudda, and deftroyed the town 
of Ghurkore. Though Raja Jey Sing and Ruflum Klian Dekkanee 
were detabhed againfl: tliem by the prince, yet no advantage was 
gained ^ upon which the royal orders were iflued, tliat the prince 
and Zoolfeccar Khan hiould abt in conjunction. 

The khan arriving near Ferdapore, the Mharattas quitted the 
fiege of tliat city, and made incurfions into Berar. The prince left 
Alimerdan Khan for the defence of Booralianpore, and Zoolfeccar 
Khan detached Ruhum' Khan Dekkanee for the protection of Berar. 
Intelligence arrived, tliat the enemy under Dhunnah’s fon had be- 
fieged Sultanpore Nudderbar, upon which Zoolfeccar Khan marched 
to that quarter, where, on his arrival, he learned that they had 
gone to Buggellana. The khan purfued them, and arrived ‘ at 
Ambolah, where Ragnoo, a Mliaratta chief in the fervice of Mo- 
attiber Khan, tannadaar of Kallean and fojedaur of Goolfhunabad, 

, maintained a body of robbers, and carried on an* open traffick un- 
molefted with merchants, for the effeCts plundered by his people, 
but he found means .to evade the khan's dilpleafure. ' 

Dhunnah’s fon now moved with intentions to infefl the environs 
of the royal camp, but Zoolfeccar Khan, by forced marches 
haftening to Nerool, prevented' his putting his defign into execu- 
tion. The fort of Kundaneh was now given up by the governor to 
the emperor for a fum of money. The enemy, foon after this plun- 
dering in the neighbourhood of the imperial camp, Zoolfeccar ' 
Khan as often repulfed them as they dared to approach. About this 

time 
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time negotiations were carried on by iultan' Kaum Bukhfh with the 
enemy for a peace, and^Raja Saooh was releafed from the Ruggelah 
Bar, and entrufted to the care of the prince ; but the Mharattas, 
who now had acquired great ftrength, and plundered at pleafure all 
the provinces of Dekkan, were 'lb infolent in their demands, that 
all thoughts of accommodation were foon again laid alide, and Raja 
Saooh remanded to his confinement. Zoolfeccar Khan was dif- 
patched into Khandelhe, where nearly forty thoufand Mharattas 
committed great depredations. 

The emperor, after the fall of Kundaneh, cantoned in the town 
of Poonah j but, owing to the plunders of the enemy, grain was fo 
dear ^in the royal camp, that only three feer could be had for a 
rupee. A great drought had alfo happened m all the provinces 
of Dekkan, fo, that. there was little cultivation, and many of the 
inhabitants fought an afylum acrols the hlerbudda. The emperor’s 
affairs' vifibly declined, and the ^ enemy roamed at large in eveiy 
quarter. Zoolfeccar Khan moved by rapid marches to the neigh- 
bourhood of Boorahanpore,^ when they fled into Berar ; and Ghazi 
ad Dien Khan being entrufted with the proteflion of that province, 
he did notpurfue them, but agreeable to the imperial orders marched 
to protedl Aurungabad and Ahmednuggur. ^ 

Though provjfions were beyond 'exprellion fcarce in the royal 
camp, yet Aurungzebe marched from Poonah to befiege the fort of 
Raujeghur; and Sudder ad Dien Mahummud Zumman Khan, third 
bukhflii, was ordered to proteil the grand baggage camp at Bahadur 
Ghur. Zoolfeccar Khan with a convoy of gram, of which he had 
collefted a great quantity,, arrived fafely at. the royal camp, and 
was promoted to additional rank for this fervice. The Mharattas in 
Berar, having completely defeated Ruftura Khan, crotTed the Ner- 
budda , upon which Ghazi ad Dien. Khan marched after them,,- and 
orders were fent to the munfubdars of Malwa to colledt and oppofe 

them. 
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tliem. The prince Mahummud Bedar Buldbt was alfo ordered to 
crofs the Nerbudda, and Zoolfeccar Khan to protect Aurungabad 
and Boorahanpofe, till his return. 

Negotiations towards tlie fettlement of a peace were ftill carried 
on, through the fultan Kaum Bukhfli, with Dhunnah Jadoo, who 
only entered into them to deceive and delay time. Neema Sindia, 
after croffing the Nerbudda, plundered the province of Malwa as 
far as Seronje. The forts of Raujeghur and Toorreah fell to the 
royal arms. - 

Zoolfeccar Khan encamped on the banks of the Gang, and the 

• prince Bedar Bukht marched towards Oojein, but cantoned for 

fome time ’near Boorahanpore. The emperor, after the fall of 

Raujeghur, moved towards the fort of Sumber Ghumber ; but, on 

account of the rains, halted within fourteen cofs. Raow Dulput 

efcorted a large convoy of fupplies as far as Ahmednuggur, in the 

way to the royal camp. Ali Nukkeei a grandfon to the Periian 

emperor, being difgufted, fled to Surat, from whence he fent a 

j)etition to Aurungzebe, who invited him to court, and upon his 

arrival conferred upon him the command of three thoufand horfe, 

and the title of Mirza,Suffavee Khan. 

» 

I 

Zoolfeccar Khan detached Dulput Raow and Ram Sing Harrah 
in purfuit of the enemy, who had made incurfions to the vicinity of 
Beejapore and Beelbuttah. They followed them from thence into 
/ Khandefhe, where they completely defeated and. obliged them to 
evacuate that province entirely, taking a great number • of their 
horfes and arms 5 after which they returned' to Aurungabad. * ^ 

I » 

I •“ 

Neema Sindiah, who had quarrelled with Dhunnah, feparated 
from him ; ‘ and croffing the Nerbudda, as before mentioned, plun- 
.^dered the -province of Malwa as far' as Seronje, at the infligatidn of 
^VoL. ir. ■' - - '' the 
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the rebel raja Sutterfal Bondela; but they f did not long agree to- 
gether. The imperial orders had been fent for .the prince, Bedar 
Bukhtto purfue the invader, but. he was delayed, and’Ghazi ad 
Dien IChan Ferofe Jung, after pumfhing the Mharattas in Berar, 
Jcft his baggage at Bporahanpore,’ and moved by quick marches to 
Seronje,' from which the enemy fled before his arrival; but the 
'khan wrote to court that he had gained a vidtory, which pleafed the 
emperor lb much that he immediately conferred upon him the title 
_^nf Sippaeh Sallar, and many fayours. on all hisqirincipal officers; 
but they were withdrawn on the truth being made known, and he 
returned to his government in Berar. Dulput Raow agreeably to 
tlie orders of Zoolfeccar Khan, condudled the family of the prince 
to Boorahanpore, and then returned. Roh Oollah Khan, grand 
Reward of the imperial houfehold and treafurer of the ‘privy purfe, 
fon to the deceafed nobleman of the fame name, died about this 
time. The emperor himfelf was taken very ill, but recovered in a 
fhort time. A great fcarcity of grain prevailed all through Dekkan. 
The Imperial revenues, numerous elephants, and a vaft' caravan, 
having arrived froth Hindooftan at Aurungabad, Raow Dulput 
and Ram Sing Harrah efcorted them at two diiferenf times to 
Ahmednuggur and the imperial camp. Khodabundeh Khan, fon 
to the late ameer al amra, who was fojedaur of Carnatic Bee- 
japore, was called to the prefence, and diftinguiflied by the 
poft of grand Reward of the houfehold. Two caravans, one 
fbon after another, coming from HindooRan towards Aurunga- 
bad, were both greatly plundered- by tlie Mharattas near the pals 
of Ferdapore, fb that the army, by thele difaRers and the waRe 
of the jaghires by the enemy, were exceedingly diflrefled for all the 
-neceflaries of life. The Mharattas, by their frequent fuccefsful 
plunders, became very rich and powerful. A party even advanced 
clofe to the city of Hyderabad, with intentions to lay it vvaRe. 
Dhunnah, Kunnoot, and Hundoo roamed at large in the Carnatic, 
where Daood Khan, an ameer of five thoufand, deputy of Zoolfeccar 

Khan, 
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Khan, fought with them many battles. Though the emperor was 
in Dekkan, and above’ one hundred and fcventy thoufand horfe were' 
paid for by him in the camp and die provinces, yet they did not 
fufiice. The powers of government became relax in every -quarter. 
Aurungzebe moved from the cantonments of Ghur Kerroofs to punifh 
Ponapah Pinder, who had rebelled in the diflridls of Wakin Kerah, 
and entertained evil defigns upon Zuffirabad Bieder. The enemy 
made an attack on the imperial baggage near Baliadu'r Ghur, and 
acquired a great plunder, befides fetting fire to great quantities of 
valuable effedts. Their infolencies were greater than in the lafl: ' 
year, fo that the lands round all the capital cities were ' totally 
wafte, and day uncultivated. Neema Sindia made an attempt to 
advance to Banaras, through the country of Nagpore, but- the 
Zemindars united, - and' prevented his defign. The Mharattas retook 
feveral fortrefles that had lately fubmitted to the royal arms; but par- 
ticularly the ilrong fort of Loeh Ghur. The prince Bedar Bakht ‘ 
had, agreeably to the imperial orders, gone to Oq/ein, fo that there 
did not remain a force at Boorahanpore to furnifli efcorts for the 
caravans which came from Hindoofiran ^ upon which ZooIfecCar 
Khan marched with, his army to that city, ^hd after punifhing a 
body of the enemy, who were on the watch for plunder, cohdudfed 
the treafure and' fupplies to Aurangabad. His force being but final!, 
he was obliged to requeft a reinforcement for the • defence of that 
- city.' Accordingly, Mogul Khan Tooranee was detached to join 
him for this purpofe, and" ZodlfecCat Khan, leaving him there, 
marched with a large convoy of treafure and fupplies td the imperial 

camp. " . 

' - ’ * - 

The. emperor was^ flill engaged againfl' the rebels of Wakin A.FI. mS, 
Kerah, 'but the roads all ‘■round were' crowded with large bodies' of A, 0.1706- 
the enemy 3 yet fuch was their dread’ of Zoolfeccar Khan, that,' 
whenever he approached, they fled inflahtly to the diftance of thirty 
five or forty cofs 5 and he efcorted his convoy in fafety to the royal 

Q_2 camp,^ 
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camp. The emperor encamped about a cofs from the fort of-Wakin 
Kerah, and ordered Cheen Koolhch Khan, Hummeed ad Dien Khan, 
Terbeut Khan; commander of the artillery and others, to conduft the 
fiege. They accordingly raifed two large mounds of earth near the 
gateway, which were immediately occupied by the troops of the 
fultan Mahummud Kaum Bukhlh: Cheen Koollich Khan attempt- 
ed, but in vain, to get pollellion of a hill on another quarter of the 
fort, but was repeatedly repulfed by the enemy, who fallied out in 
great numbers. Hummeed ad Dien Khan^ allb was obliged to quit 
his ftation, and with difficulty regained the camp. Dhunnah, with 
other chiefs, having colledled about five thoufand horfe and five and 
twenty thoufand foot, infefted the neighbourhood. An entrench- 
ment was drawn all round the royal camp. , The enemy made' fuch 
powerful failles from the fort, daily and nightly throwing rockets, 
that not a Angle perfon durfi: venture out of the camp. Detachments 
from it were repeatedly defeated, and the diftrefs for grain and 
forage became pinching to the laft degree. The caufe of thefe 
difgraces was, that the prefent race of amras, out of ■ avarice, folly,, 
and inexperience, negleited the veterans and their fans, and mounted 
as cavaliy their own timid, llothful, menials and Haves, whole 
fighting and running away became fynonymous terms. , The deceit- 
ful Pinderrehs made propofals of peace, through the prince Kaum 
Bukhffi and Cheen Koollich Khan j but, though the emperor re- 
peatedly dilapproved of them, they Hill continued their importunate 
folicitations, and indeed all the amras were alarmed at the enemy’s 
encreafing fuperiority. 

At this time, Zoolfeccar Khan was on his march with fupph'es 
fropi Aurungabad. The emperor lent repeated orders to haften him 
and Daood Khan to the prefence ; and, for the prefent, regarding 
the fears of the amras about his perlbn, feemingly hllened to the 
propofals of the enemy, and beftowed khelauts on Ponapah, with 
. . an 
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an elephant, and gave feme jewels to his mother. Mohtufhuni 
Klian was fent into the fort as kelladaar. Zoolfeccar Khan being 
arrived at the imperial camp, was gracioufly received by Aurungzebe, 
who ordered him immediately to march againft the Mharattas and 
Pinderrehs. The khan, accordingly, with Raow Dulput, Ram 
3ing Harrah, and other chiefs, moved to the ipot where the hefieged 
had repulfed Hummeed ad Dien Khan, and reconnoitred it carefully. 
The enemy, confiding in the natural Rrength of the place and their 
numbers, made a great fliew of refiftance j but the khan foon drove 
them ,away with a very great .daughter, upon which they fied for 
fhelter to Tulwarreh, dole under the hill near the gate of the fort. 
'Zoolfeccar drove other bodies from feveral pofts, killing great 
numbers of the enemy, and lofing feveral ^ of )|is own men, who 
gallantly purfued too near the ditch. Cheen Koollich Khan, who 
remained all the while an inadlive fpedtator, and who, if he had 
' joined in^e afiaults, might have been of great. fer vice, complained 
oi) his rerarn that he was not affifted by Zoolfeccar Khan, and was" 
believed by his majefiy. The next day Zoolfeccar Khan went to fix 
on proper places for eredling batteries, and a body of horfe and foot 
came out 'to oppofe him, but were foon repulfed by Dulput Raow, 
and fled to the hill. Some days after this, Daood Khan Punnee 
joined from the Carnatic, and Zoolfeccar Khan with his troops and 
fome other amra’s gained pofleflion of two 'eminences near the gate. 
Jumfbeed Khan, an ameer of five thoufand,. was killed by a ball in 
the attack. Day and night were now employed in eredting batteries. 
Intelligence arrived, that Kunnoput, who was advancing with a 
l^rge body of Mharattas to. relieve the fort, had died on the march, 
and tliat the .lately Conquered fort of Kundaneh was retaken by the 
enemy. The befieged, who were now r greatly alarmed at the gal- 
lantly and fuccefs-of Zoolfeccar Khan, made ferious propofals of 
fubmiflion j and the prince'Kaum Buklifli with Cheen Koollich Khan 
were ordered to examine them, and manage the negotiation j but 

this 


Ilf 
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this did not prevent Zoolfeccat Khan, who was not to be diverted by; 
their ftratagems, from carrying on vigorous hoftilities. He divided 
his army into two bodies, and with one, in perfon, attacked the 
town of Tulwarreh, clofe under the fort, which he carried, after a 
very bloody aflault. The enemy then took Ihelter in the fort, and 
annoyed the troops with rockets and mufquetry from the walls, but 
to no purpofe ; fo that in the evening Ponapah, with the Mharatta 
chiefs, being quite diflieartened, made tbeir efcape by a private road 
behind- the fort. Raow Dulput feeing that all firing from the walls 
had ceafed, and hearing no noife, ventured up to the fort, and 
finding it empty, fet the houfes on fire. MunfoonKhan was ordered 
to take pofleffion, and Zoolfeccar Khan fent to inform and con- 
gratulate the empeipr. The fire continued burning the whole night 
and the next day, when a magazine of powder blew up, and killed 
many people. An accident of the fame kind happened the next 
day alfo. The fort of Wakin Kerah is of no great lln|pgth, but 
requires a very large garrifon to defend it. ' 

- Zoolfeccar Khan was not properly rewarded for this vidtoiyp 
the praife of which was bellowed upon others, who had no fhare hr 
it, yet had the addrefs to make the emperor reprove the khan for 
having let the enemy efcape unmolefted. The royal ear indeed had 
long been poflefled by a few defigning men, who diverted him from 
attending to his moft ufeful fervahts, which gave much difguft, and 
weakened'the alFedlions of the army to the royal perfon. - 

Zoolfeccar Khan was- lent to punilh the zemindars about Kool- 
burga and Khankernee, and to efcort the imperial elephants and 
horfes to Aurungabad. Terbeut Khan was difpatched with an army 
to" retake Kundaneh, about three cofs from which the emperor now 
' ereaed cantonments. Zoolfeccar Khan, affer fettling the contribu- 
tions of Koolburga and other places,- moved to Aurungabad, where 
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he remained fome'tirrie, and diipatcjied Mogul Khan withtreafure 
and /applies to the, imperial camp. Intelligence arriving that Neema 
Sindia was plundering the pergunnali of Bertoo, iive and twenty 
cofs from Aurungabad, though Zoolfeccar Khan had fent great part 
of his iroops to efcort treafure to the royal camp, he did not wait 
for their return, but moved by forced marches, and the enemy fled 
as he approached. He tlid not give over the purfuit, but followed 
them to their baggage camp, to defend '^hich they made a ftand, 
and were completely defeated, with the lofs of feveral of their chiefs, 
and all their baggage and plunder fell into the hands of the vidors, 
who returned in triumph to Aurungabad. This was that body of the 
enemy who had laid wafl:e the province of Malwa as far as Seronje. ^ 

-N t 

V ‘ ^ 

_ Zoolfeccar Khan was again fummoned to tlie imperial prefence, 

But. being taken ill, was obliged to delay his march for fome time. 

Upon his'.recovery he obeyed, and had an audience of the emperor 
at Bahadur Ghur, who had moved there to keep the Ramazan. 

Seyadut Khan, who had gone out to hunt with a fmall party from 
the camp, was made prifoner by a body of the enemy. The em- 
peror at this time was taken dangeroufly ill s upon which the prince 
Mahummud Azim Shaw was called with great hafle from Guzaraf 
to the prefence.: 

\ “ j , 

f J X ’ 

Zoolfeccar Khan with Terbeut Khan, meer atufli, was fent 
with a conflderable- army to retake Kundaneh ; and raja Saooh, 
Sambah’s fon, . who had been confined long in the Rug'gelah Bar, 
was delivered over to his'cufiody. Roy Bhan Bhoflela Mharatta, 
who had been railed to the rank of fix thoufand,- was alfo fent with- 
him, in, hopes that by his means the>^other chiefs might be prevailed 
upon to fubmit and conclude- a peace. ' Zoolfeccar Khan entrufled 
the-.guard over Raja] Saooh to iyed Ghuzunfir Khan. The emperor 
gave inftrudtions, that as diflentions had now broken out amopg- the 

Mharattas, 
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MHarattas, letters Ihould be written from Raja Saooh to invite them 
tofubmit. This was done, but without eiFeft. Ten thoufand were 
ftruck off from the rank of fultan Kaum Bukhih; who had been 
guiliy of fome undutiful behaviour. 

Aurungzebe. marched from Bahadur Ghur to Ahraednuggur, 
and on the route the enemy committed great infults on the line. 
Hummeed ad Dien Khan was ordered to repulfe them j but he com- 
mitted the charge to his officers, who were foon defeated, and 
many of them taken prifoners. The, enemy then charged the bag- 
gage, and carried off a vaft plunder; but when the emperor’s train 
came in light, they, as if ftruck with awe at the tremendous pomp 
of majefty, retired and looked on quietly at a diftance, which was 
at this period the greateft good fortune. Th^ royal camp halted 
under ffie walls of Ahmednuggur. Gopal Raow Chanderaowt, 
being much diftreffed in his circumftances, deferred to the enemy. 

Dhunnah Jadoo, Neema Sindia, and Odooah Mulhar, with other 
Mharatta chiefs, furrounded the imperial camp at Ahmednuggur, 
but were bravely repulled and obliged to dy by Khan Aulum, Ion 
of Khan Zummaun. Zoolfeccar Khan reduced the fort of Kun. 
daneh, and the belieged capitulated through the mediation of Ratn 
Sing Harrah, at whofe requeft they were allowed to depart in 
fafety. 

There are above an hundred fine wells in this fort. Munfoor Khan 
was appointed kelladaar, but proper llores of provifions could not be 
Ipared for its fupport ; and this was the cafe with all the forts which 
had been taken in Dekkan, where the long wars and continual depre- 
dations had rendered all the neceflaries of life exceedingly fcarce. 
The prince Mahummud Azim Shaw arrived from Guzarat at 
Ahmednuggur, and had an afieffing meeffiig with the emperor, 

Ibrahim 
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Ibrahim -Khan, foh of the late Aliinerdari Khan, was removed ' 
from the 'government -of Gaflimire and appointed to ‘ that of Guzarat^ 
of which the prince Bedar Buldlt was ordered to talce charge until, 
his arrival, and punifh the rebel Anoomiirid, who, from being a 
feller of drams,_, had pradtifed robbing, and'by his fuccelTes raifed 
himfelf to the command of a large body of banditti/ with whom he 
had- joined the Mharattas. This rebel, ,on the departure of Azim 
Shaw, finding Guzarat unprotedted, . had entered the province, 
where he defeated and took pfifoner Nuzzer Ali' Khan, the foje- 
daur of Brodrah, a very wealthy town, inhabited by capital mer- ^ 
chants and bankers,, whom- he. plundered of an immehfe booty, and 
made a feeure retreat with his prize; ' . 

, Great bodies of banditti plundered at dilc'retion abotit Auruh^abad*' 
and the zemindars of Multan aiidTatta rebelled, but Were quelled by 
fultan Moiz ad Dien, who on this occafion dilplayed great gallantry 
- and c6ndu6ti Khan Aulum Was fent to proted the province bf Mai wa, 
and Nijabut Khan aiid Zoolfeccar Khan were' both ordered to drive, 
the enemy from Aurungabad. Zoolfeccar Klian fent his baggage into 
Ahmednuggurj and moVed by forced marches, but . upon his arfivat 
near Payed Ghaut, he learned that-tlie .enemy, had fled another way 
to therbanks of the Gung^ Ghazfad DiehKh’an had remained; all 
this while inadtive, only ten cOfs from the enemy’s campl Zoolfeccar 
Khan flill purfued them without remilfion, and at laft they eroded 
the Beemfah into their own diftridis /. upon- which, finding the 
country clear and the rains fetting’ iny he returned to the imperial 
carnp. :,His' troops in' thi^ purfuit fuifeied every hardfliip frqni w 
of provifions and exceflive fatigue. ^ He next ' marched towards the 
fort of Moorje, upOii which Dhurinah crofled; the Kiflfiiah. Intel- 
ligence arrived, that Ponapah .Pinderreh arid Hindoo Raow had 
pOflelTed'themleives-. of the fort of Bilcondah, .belonging to Beeja- 
poreV and taken the. kelladaar priforier ; ' alfo that the fort 6f Buf- 
Vbri, 11. . / / ■ R ' . / ' . funt 
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Hint Gliur Iiad fhllcii into their hsnds. Daood JChan recovered the' 
former to the imperial polleflion* Seyndut Khun procured his reieaie 
from the enemy for a large fum of money, but he was rendered 
blind of both eyes from the wounds he had received. Zoolfeccar 
Khan encamped, on account of the rains, within twelve cofs of 
Moorje, but was fo diftrefled for proyifions that his cavalry became 
almoft unfit for fervice. 

When Shaw Jehaun fent the ftiltan Dara Shekkoh againft Can- 
dahar, he gave the foldiery two years’ pay in advance, and fent 
two years of grain with the army. During his whole reign, the 
fingle war of the rana was the only one that gave trouble. Aurung- 
zebe’s reign had been a continued >var, and now, even in the royaf 
camp at Ahmednuggur, notwithftanding the vicinity of the Kiftnah, 
fcarce any provifions could be obtained. 

Zoolfeccar Khan after the rains purfued Dhunnah, who fled to 
the Beejapore country, and the khan followed him to the banks of 
the Kiftnah. The Pinderrehs took Velore, which however Was 
foon again retaken by Terbeut Khan. Sultan Mahummud Akber 
died this year in PerCa. A great caravan, very rich, coming from 
Aurungabad was totally plundered, and every thing carried off by a 
body of Mharattas, at only twelve cols diftance from the imperial 
camp. 

The prince Mahummud Kaum Bukhlh was promoted, honoured 
with prefents, and appointed to the foubadary of Beejipore ; and at 
parting, the emperor, weeping, permitted him to beat the nobut _ 
from the gate of the palace. The twenty firft of the fame month, 
Zeehidge, the prince Mahummud Azim Shaw was diljiatched 
towards Malwa. Rama’s widow, who had great power among 
the Mharattas, vviftied to confine Hindoo Raow, but he took re- 
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fdge in the, fort of Koorkul. Dhunnah plundered alf his effects, 
and clofely belieged him ; upon which he fent to beg affiftance of 
Zoolfeccar Khan, who croffed the Kiflnah, and, leaving his bag- 
gage in the' fort of Sundeo, marched againft Dhunnah, who fled 
upon his approach, when* Hindoo Raow took fhelter in . his own 
country, and Zoolfeccar Khan then retreated. 

' I 

A few days after this the emperor was feized with his lafl: 
illnefs, which encreafed every hour, and .alarming reports prevailed ; 
till on Friday, the twenty eighth of' Z,eekaud, 1 in the fiftieth A. H. iii8. 
year and fecond montli of his reign, he left this vain life of toil, A. D. 1707* 
for one of blifsful repofe. 


END OF AURUNGZEBE’s OPERATIONS IN DEKKAN. 







APOLOGY. 


A GREAT number of the Memoirs of Eradut Khan having 
been formerly printed off in the year 1786, and fufficient re- 
maining on hand for the purpofe, I hope my readers will ex- 
cufe their being bound up in the order of connedtipn and time. 
To my liberal friends, the regular numbering of pages will, I 
truft, be of lefs moment than the contents; the reprinting of 
which would have added very greatly to my expenfe, and 
but; little to their accommodation ; efpecially . as Eradut Khan 
gives a much more fatisfadtory account of tranfadtions than any 
other writer of the fame period, whom I could have tranflated 
_ in his place. 

\ The following account of the author of the Memoirs is 
taken from the * Maffer al Amra, or Biography of Nobility, 
written by Sumfam ad Dowlah Shaw-nowauz Khan, prime 
minifter to Sullabut Jung,! brother and predecellbr in power to 
the prefent Nazim of Dekkan. 

Meer 

* Which I had not feen, till favoured with it lately by Mr. R; Johnfon, 
who, in his refidency with the nizam at Hyderabad, coUedted many curious 
Perfian manuferipts relative to Dekkan, which he with great liberally has 
permitted me to make ufe of. , 



APOLOGY. 


Meer Moobaric ' Oollah Eradut Khan Wazeh, was the fon of 
* Ifauk Khan, fbn of Azim Khan. Both his grandfether and 
fither were noblemen of high rank. The former was Meer 
Bukhflii to the emperor Jehaungeer, alid the latter held various 
offices 'of importance under Shaw Jehaun and Aulumgeer. He 
died foon after his appointment to the government of Oude. 
His title was alfo Eradut Khan. One of his fons (our author) 
had his title conferred upon him, and in the thirty third year 
of Aulumgeer was appointed Ibjedaur of Jagneh, and at otlier 
periods, of Aurungabad and Mando in Malwa. In the reign of 
Shaw Aulum he was governor of the Doab, and the intimate 
friend of Moazim Khan Vizier. He died in the time pf Ferokh- 
fere. His abilities as a poet were great, and he left a volume 
of poems behind him. His Ion was honoured by the title of 
Hofhedaur Khan, and afterwards with that, of Eradut Khan, and 
the fojedaury of Doohiperayeah in the province of Malwa. In 
the fixth year of Mahummud Shaw, he attended Afoph Jah to 
Hekkan, and after the vidtory over Mubariz Khan was appoint- 
ad dewan of Dekkan, with the rank of four thoufand. He was 
afterwards governor of Koolburga, and died in the year 1157, 
[A. D. 1744.] He had many fons, moft of whom died in his 
life time. His eldeft furviving fon, Hafiz Khan, fucceeded him 
in the government of Koolburga, which he held at the time 
Shaw-nowauz Khan wrote the Biography of the Amras. 


* Afterwards entitled Kedaiut Khan. 
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T O 


WARREN HASTINGS, Esq. 


S I R, 

P ERMIT me to dedicate, this Tranflation to you, 
who fo amply patronized my attempts to make 
myfelf ufeful to my honpiirahle 'employers;; ^wHen'. m 
India. The diftin^lion 'you were' pTeafed ’ to confer- upon 
me, by an appointment in your jFahiily, 
of your friendfhip, ‘ i ihall - ever regard . as honours . of 
.which I may reafonably . fcoaft : and I ,trUft a time will 
come, when far more important pages than mine will 
acquire merit with the nation, from being adorned with 
the name of Hastings. 

I a,m, Sir, 

Your molt obedient' 


London, 

1 2 th May, 1786. 


And grateful humble fervant. 


JONATHAN SCOTT. 
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O R IG I N A L 


R E F A C E. 



H U S fayetli tlie compiler of tliefe records and 
events, an humble and Sinful flaye, ’ Moobanc 
Oollah - Eradut Khan ^ Wazeh, fon of tlie 
ered in mercy, ^ Keffaiut Khan, writer of the ^ Shekeft : 
>Vhen I had fciiflied the ' Kulmaut Aleeaut, it entered my 
nind to draw up’ a concife relation of what events had 
lappened to my felf, while I was compofing that wbrlc 

* Anglice, BlefTcd of God. - I .. . . r. ’ ‘ - 

^ The author’s title of nobility, lignifying The Faithful Lord. 

^ His poetical name, by which he chofe to fignify himfelf in his poems j Anglice, 
Clear., . -Ea^rn authors always ufe one.' ' 

^ The’ Mhflulmauns, when mentioning a^deceafed perfon, never lay.fuchA whp 
is dead, but ‘fueh a one'fheltered' in mercy, received in pardon, or fonie timllafexpfef- 
Qon. . When mentipning^a-.deceafed prince, they fay^the j)rince whqfe;fejit isjinParadiiTc. 

® Anglice, The ferviceable. - . : 

^ The broken-hand^^ -generally -ufed in bufinefs. . • ■ ' 

7- A.nglicc, ^pblime 'pifeourfes. . This worlc-I-neyer , could obtailij’ tpa.ugh; Lmade- 
ftridi enquiry after it. ' . 


a 


I have 



oRiGiNrAL Preface. 

I have obferved, that delightful fcenes,, and the Ibciety 
of friends, are not fo linking at the time of enjoyment, as 
after>vards, when refleifted in the mirror of recolledlion. 
On this account,^! write dowrr molt- paffing occurrences j 
and whenever I perufe them, or ruminate uiJon them, a 
particular feeling, a lurpnling pleafure and aftonifliing 
extafy, prevail, in my ^ mind.'. My waitings alfo ferveTas a 
memorial to my friends.. 

During the Ihort period of my age, which has this day 
arrived at thnlixty^fourth year, and the 1 1 26"’ of theholy 

It I ") * * ^ \ < 

7ir. Hijhera, fuch wonders, of time^ Fuch. a^nilhing marks of 
the power of the Cteator-of night and. day, in &e vicilE- 
tudes of worldly afFaiis, ^he. deiftruaion of, empires, the 
deaths of many princes, the ruin of, ancient houfes and 
noble .families, tjie fall of .worthy men, .and rife of the 
unworthy, have been beheld by me,. ,33 have not been 
mentioned by hiftory to have occurred, in fuch number 
or fucceffion, in a thoufand years., > > 

As, on account of my office, and being engaged in 
thefe tranfaftions, I have obtained a perfea knowledge of 
the fources of nioft events, and what, to others, even in- 
formation of mull be difficult, was planned and executed 
in my fight j and as I was a lharer, as well as fpeaator. 
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\ - ■ ' ' 

I . ' - 

of- alLtlie dangers, and -troubles, . I have therefore record( 
them^p ' ' ■ 

r " - r f'-X' ■■ ^ 

My intention,, however,:,:, not being to compile a hifto: 
of kings, or a flowery work, but only to relate fiich eyenis • 
as happened \yithin my own knowledge, bhave therefore,, 
preferably to , a difplay of learning in lofty phrafes and . 
pompous metaphors, chofeh a plain flyle, fuch as -aifriend,,, 
writing to a friend, would ufe for . the purpofe of infor- 
mation. Indeed,., if ' propriety - is. conflilted, loftinefs of: 
flyle is unfit for plain truth, which, p.ure in itfelf, requires 
only a limple ' delihe ah^^ I . hope, therefore, that ..my 

readers will not Idofeh the reins of impartiality from theii- 
hands, , nor . call my modefly, ignorance... 


^ TO 





T O THE 

■ .E " 'A^^- '-EiVr' '£■■' 


T-T Avill "be neceflary to remember, that Aurungzebe is 
JL ‘the fame perfon with Aulumge'er. He took, the latter 
• j^itle on his acceffion to the throne, agreeable to the cuftohi 
-of ‘the eaftern princes, who , always affume a new. one ,pn 


'that ofccafiori;- 



It is hoped that tlie number of notes will not prove 
, ‘tedious, nor perplex the reader’s attention. Some, per-- 
haps, may appear trivial to thofe whofe local knowledge 
•.renders fuch affiftance, to them, unnecelTary ^ but, as 
■their number is comparatively very fmall with thofe who 
■require it, the tranflator requefts the indulgence of the few, 
in compliment to the many. 
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OF THE 

MOGUL EMPIRE, 

B Y 

ERADUT KHAN WAZEH. 


I SHALL begin my narration from tlie time of my removal from 
the command of the fortrefs of ' Imteeauz Gur. For the ' 
duties of that office I had entertained numerous followers, a 
tenth of a tenth of whom, the fuddennefs of my. recall rendered me 
incapable of payings but, as my life was yet to remain, I made 
my ' efcape from among them in' the bell manner I could, with 
my family. 

On account of my diftrelTed circumftances, and the great- diflance 
of - my late command from the Imperial camp, dn order that' I 

- * Art important fortrefi'in Dekkan, or the fouthern part of Hindoftan. It is called 

Oodneh by the Hindoos, and is now in pofleflion of the Mharattas, who retook it foou 
after the death of the Emperor Aulumgeer, 

* To be obliged to fly from their own troops, is frequently the cafe with the nobles 
of Hindoftan, 'on recall from office,' or other emergency, as they generally keep up 
more than they can pay with regularity. 

B 


might 
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might take fome repoft, his m^cHy had confeired upon me the 
governiiient of 'Ahfllinabad ICoolb'urgah, where I remained one 
montlij and then, leaving my,deareft fon, 'Huddaiut Oolla, as 
my deputy in that ftation, I proceeded^with a few followers to the 
^ Stirrup. I had the honour of an audience in ‘Pargur, while his 
majelly was engaged in the reduftion of ‘ Kundaneh. He fhewed 
me much favour, nor had any change taken place 'in his efteem 
and regard towards me. f was ftationed, -during the fiegei four 
cofs diftant from the camp, on the only road*of communication then., 
left, as I had been fuccefsfully employed on the like fervice, fince 
the commencement of the reduftion of Dekkan, at “Beejapore, 
’’Hyderabad, aiH other places. , Though the enemy now.was very 
numerous, and plundered even to the fkirts of the camp, yet, by 
the divine alTiftance, I maintained my poll with a very trifling force. 
For this fervice, I was honoured with much applaufe by his ma- 
jefty, and my reputation with the public became high. Additional 
rank was alfo conferred, as a reward,- on my dearellToii,- and other^ 
relations, _at Koolburgah. ", ’ ’ ! , ' 

• A city, formerly the capital of the Bhamenee fovereigns of Deklran^ Ferifhta^s 
Hiftory of whom, and the fucceedjng Dynaftics, has been tranflatcd, and will one day 
be offered to the public, /hould their approbation ^ await this attempt. It is now of 
little note, and in pofleflion of the Nizam. jj , 

Anglice, dire£led by God. 

^ Meaning the emperor's perfon, when travelling. 

* A fortrefs in Dekkin, 

’ Another in ditto. , ' 


® Once the capital of the Adil Shawee Sultans of Dekkan, and celebrated for its 
' magnificence. It was reduced by Aulumgeer, with oli.the dependencies, ejicept what 
the famous Mharatta chief, Sewajec, who was a rebellious vafTal of this monarchy, 
' bad wreficd from it. It is now ruined, and in poffcilion of the Mharattas. Luropeans 
have generally written it Vifiapour,'but theMufrulmauns as above. 

r This city was the capital of Golconda and Koottub Shawee fultans, the laft of 
•whom was'taken piifoner by Aulumgeer, and his kingdom reduced. It is now one 
of the capitals of- th'e Nizam, who is however obliged to fharc the revenues with.thc 


Mharattas. 


After 
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/ 

After the. redu6lion of ' Kundaiieh and ^ Raujegiir, the emperor 
moved to another quarter. He had defired feveral of the principal 
nobility to accept the command of the latter, as it was of import- 
ance, and but newly conquered 5 but it being a poll only of diffi- 
culty, they had all requefted to be excufed. One evening therefore 
he lent for me, and my fon ^ Moraud Khan, and when I had 
entered the prefence, faid, '' I wifli to fend thee to Raujegur, art 
“ thou willing to go ? ” I replied, that his Have was ready 5 upon 
which he gave me part of the coffee before'him, and ordered that, 
having drank it in the ^ Aubdar Khauneh, I fhould come back, and 
receive my difmiflion. When I returned to the prefence, his 
majefty gave me his blefling, two hundred mhors, and one coin 
weighing one hundred ^ mhors, with two horfes to me and my fon, 
and five for my bretheren. Two hundi'ed bullock loads of grain 
were alfo ordered with me 5 and the following day, -after morning 
prayer, I departed. At taking Jeave, his majefty promifed that I 
fhould be relieved before the rainy feafbn, then about two months 
diftant. 

. t 

By the aufpices of the divine blefling, I arrived in fafety at my 
ftation in eight days, and remained there forty 5 during which, from 
the folitude and romantic fituation of the place, my leifure. paffed 
in ple'afingly enthufiaftic contemplation. Munfoor Khan was 

then 

' A fortrefs in Dekkan, 

* i 

. * Another in ditto. . 

^ Anglicc, object of defire. 

^ The place in which water, flierbets, &c. arc cooled in ice or faltpetre, 

* Golden coins, of this and greater weight, were often given as marks of favour. 
Silver coins, of fcv^eral hundred rupees value, were allb in ufc ; and there is one of 
them now in the Britifh Mufeum, of which the ingenious Mr. Richardfon has given a 
very full defeription, in his very learned work, the Pcrfian and Arabic Dictionary. 

® Vi£torious. It is, perhaps, not yet quite unnccefiary to mention, that every 
proper name or title of perfons, in the Pcrfian, and frequently in the Hindoo language, 

B a is 
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then’ lent to relieve in^, and 'Iiis hiajefty wr6tc livith his" own hand 
on die firniaun of recall, 'that/ agreeably to his promifc, lie cont- 
manded me, to the 'prefehce ; 'te which ■ wbit -addea. many "gracioifs 
aflurances'cf favour. ,• I left Rauj^Ur withHlife fame Wee I had 
come; but as 'it was a'^greit 'difl'ance from 'the''c&fflli,'-and parties of 
the enemy were hOverihg' ahfoad, at:’fcveral’'places I was, much 
prelfed . On my arrival at the ' prefence, s I was received with great 
favblln . n '' t c;; oi : ■' 

Beihg"iidiv -higaili in tth’e'‘lame Jifuatiori -as "Wh'^ ‘ I quitted 
Ittiteehiz fJurl'‘(f6t rhy' jA^heef had been-fuined by various de-^ 
predatiohs,) I was much' ' diftrelTed 'iti 'hiy affairs! when "hTs 
rfihjefty', who was ihfdtmed of ''every thihg '' public and, private! 
fe'rit-.’' ‘Ameer ■lth'ati'‘’'tq liie ■witK'd-’meirage/^'impbi'tirig, thAt/ -as 
dili'refs had invaded iiiy Affairs,' ‘I had? ■'b'e'ttSef 'feek a little repp® 
in fofaie fettled dffice, arid that'-h^'''wduld'-corifer''upPn- meithe 
•'K^fladatee and'’ Fo}t:5kre'e o’f '*'MAhd6ii',‘ then heid'by ’ Novvazulh 
. Khan, who, though an ameer of three thouland, was unequal- to 

orb l,. ' 

, Iviy attachment and. regard to his ihaje'lfyVere To' great, that, 
phferving'his life Verging to the clofe, 1 did hot wifli to .quit the 

I :i / 

is an epithet deferiptive of fome quality in them on whom it is conferred, or the donor 
fuppofes them to poiTefs : but, of late years, tides of hononr -are become' fo‘ common, 
as to lofe their relpeftj and there are many vjflorious lords of Hindoftan, whomever 
faw a battle, or drew a (word againft an enemy. 

» Noble. ' “ ! 

• '^^^Oommahd 'bf'a‘4afrifoh( ■ >' j 

’ *‘!Mil[t:iryhjath’ority ih' a'dfftri^^’UliderwhlcliiiiT'thc criminal courts ofjuflice. 

‘3 ‘14 N ve^ fextetifivc fdrtfefs In the'pTovthce of 'Malwa, of which it was the capital 
undfer the'-Patan fovercign’s. It'is ■Ji6w’mfai:h'’dccayed, and in 'pbflcffion of tbc Mha- 
Wttas.'.;' - 

* Pbnying affabinty, . ^ ' 

’ . ' ' 5 ’ .prcfencc, . 
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prefeiice, fearful of never beholding liim more, and therefore 
declined the offer ; but, when my fon and tlie women of my family 
heard of the refufal, they , became immcjfed in grief, for the Soubah 
of Malwa was to them dear as their native place. The difappoint- 
ment of my fon was fuch, that he privately rcfolved to give up the 
fcrvice, and leave me; and my whole 'family wcre’hearilefs and in 
defpair. At length, overcome by their fituation, • and indeed they 
had juftice on their fide, I, in‘ fj^iite of my own grief, faid to my 
fon, “ The power is in thy hands j I refign myfelf as a ranfom for 
thy happinefs.” The foul of my life went the fame evening to. 
Ameer Khan, and informed him of my acceptance of this office. 
As that minifter was plcafcd with my confenting on many accounts, 
he reprefented it to the emperor the fame night, when the affair 
was fettled, Alas 1 how can I exprefs what paffed within my own 
breaft? The following morning, at the ’ affembly of juftice, his 
majefty beftowed npon me aiiorfe and - khelaut, and the fame upon^ 
my fon and grandfon. It was alfo allowed me, at my particular- 
requeffi, to- come daily to pay my refpedts at the prefence, till the 
grants of my new office could be prepared j and though my pofts 
Meer Tozuk and '^ Darogah of the Dekkan cavalry w^ere givem 
to others, yet, from his majefty’s gracious favor, I was permitted^ 
to exercife the duties of them till I left the camp.. 


* It was a cuftom of, tho Mogul emperors to fit daily once, for the purpofe of 
hearing and redreffing the complaints of the people, and often twice ; but this noble* 
iifage was difcontinued by the fucceflbrs of -Aulumgecr, which tended greatly 'tO;lofe: 
'them the refpedt of their fubjedts. 

* Ari honorary drefs'.given always to perfons entering into office,, and frequently b/- 
^ fuperior to an inferior, as a mark of efteem. It is varied, in richnefs of materials,, 

' and number of garments, according to the rank of the receiver. 

A marfhal, whofe^bufinefs it. is to preferve order in- a proceffion,, or line of march,, 
•and'to.-report'abfentees. ' 

. , * 'SupecintendaHt, who examines ^the number of , men .,and. horfes, . to check.^falfe, 
mufters. , ' . ' 
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On the evening before my departure, the emperor opening the 
tvindo\y of his fleeping apartment, called me to him, and faid, 
Abfence now takes place between us, and our meeting again is 
uncertain. Forgive, then, whatever willingly, or unwillingly, 
*' I may have done againft tliee, and pronounce the woids, I 
" forginie I three times, with fincerity of heart. As thou haft 
“ ferved me long, I alfo forgive thee whatever knowingly, or other- 
“ wife, thou mayeft have done againft- me.” Upon hearing thefe 
cxpiedions, my fobs became like a knot in my throat, fo that I 
had not power to fpeak. At laft, after his majefty had repeatedly 
prefled me, I made fliift to pronounce the words, I forgive ! three 
times, interrupted by heavy fobs. He fhed many tears, repeated 
the words, and, after blefling me, ordered me to retire. Sorrow 
Jay fo heavy upon my mind, that, upon my arrival at ' Aurunga- 
bad, I was feized with a violent illnefs 5 but, as my borrowed life 
was not yet required, the foul and body did not feparate. Until 
my arrival at Mandou, I was unable to move, without help, from 
my bed to rriy feat. My fon remained in the fort with me only 
one night, and then departed for his command at * Koterree 
Perrayeh. I lemained one year imraerfed in the fame grief and 
forrow. 

The prince Mahummud ' Bedar Bnkht being appointed fo the 
•goveinment of Malwa, I paid my relpefls to him at ♦Oojein. In 

• A confiderablc city, founded by Aulumgecr before his aceelTion to the throne, 
near the celebrated fortrefs of Dowliitabad in Dckfcan. He named it Khojefleh 
Boonniaud, or The Happy Maniion ; but the people called it Aurungabad, in com- 
'plimeot to his title of Aurungzebc, by which Aulumgecr was diOingmihed before he 
feized the empire. 

< ’ A diftridl in Malwa. 

a Signifying wakeful liar, or propitious fortune. He was the cldcll fon of Azim Shaw. 

» Suppofed to be one of the oldeft cities in India, and is at prefent the capital of 
Malwa, and of Mahajee Sindia, a principal Mharatta chief. 
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a fliort time, fucli a friendfliip grew between ns, that a greater 
between a prince and fubjedl cannot be conceived. He would not 
be an inftant without me : he would not eat of any thing, but he 
fent me part of it : he did nothing of importance without afldng 
my advice, and confidered my opinion as religioufly decifive. In 
fliort, the particulars of his favour are beyond relation j but, on 
this account, I became envied by all his dependants. 

Soon after this, the illuflrious prince Mahummud ' Azim Shaw, 
coming from Guzarat to vifit the emperor, paffed through Malwa, 
on his route to “ Ahmednuggur. From the favour he had beheld 
me in with his father, my attention to liimfclf, and the unbounded 
praifes of liis fon Bedar Bukht, he beliaved to me in fuch a gracious 
manner, as to relate would occafion prolixity. When he had gone 
through Malwa, the. government of Guzarat was conferred on 
Bedar Bukht, who departed for that province, and took me with 
him as far as the frontiers, beyond which I dared not pafs without 
leave from the emperor. . How fliall I exprefs his manner of part- 
ing ? He made me promife to write him weekly, and faid, that he 
would favour me as often with letters under his own hand, in- 
cluding every important occurrence, in order to have the benefit of, 
my advice for his condudb. This, fort of correfpondence was kept 
up between us regularly, till 'the life of his majefty fliadow ^ of 
God arrived at an end. I muft now relate fome particulars of 
that important event‘d.. 

. The. 

* Signifying great king. He was the third by birth, but fecond fujrvl'vihg fon of 
Aulumgeer. - . , 

^ A confiderable city of Dekkan,, once the capital of the Nizam Shawee fultans, 
reduced to the Mogul yoke under Shaw Jehaun,' but now under the Mharattas.. 

^ An epithet common to majefty, . with -all the orientals. • ' - 

'*■ It may not be amifs to infert here two letters written by Aulumgeer to his fons, 
Azim Shaw, and ICaum Bukfli,' a-few. days before his death, 

^ ^ ■ ■ . ' ' ' ' Td. 


A.H. II 

A.C. i.f 
Feb. 2i; 



M1EM0IRS ,0 F THE 

The emperor, a few days before his death,' with a ftiianefs of' 
command felddra to be enforced by monarchs at fuch a feafoh, 

' ^ ' difpatched 

j To Sha-w Azim Shaw- ° ' ' 

HEALTH to thee ! My heart is near thee. Old age is arrived : weahnefs fubdues 
me, and Ibength has forfaken all my mcmbfcrs/' I came a ftranger inti this world, 
and a ftranger I depart. I know nothing of myfelf, what I am, and for what I am 
deftined. The inftant which palTed in power, hath left only forrow behind it. 2 have 
not been the guardian and protedior of the empire. My valuable time has been paffed 
Vainly. I had a patron in my own dwelling, (confciencc,) but his glorious light was unfeen 
by my dim fight. Life is not iafiing; there is no vcfiige of departed breath, and all hopes 
from futurity are loft- The fever has left me, but nothing of me remains but Ikin 'and 
bone. My fon, (Kaum Bukfti,) though gone towards Beejapore, is ftill near j and 
thou, my fon, art yet nearer. The worthy of efteem, Shaw Aulum, is far diftanl ; 
and my grandfon, (Azeem Oofhaun,) by the orders of God, is arrived near Hindoftan, 
The camp and followers, helplefs and alarmed, are, likemyfelf, full ofalHrftion, reft- 
lefs asthe quickfilver. Separated from their lord, they know not if they have a mafter 
Of not- , 

I brougitt nothing into this world, and, except the infirmities of mao, carry nothing 
out. I have a dread for my falvation, and with what torments I may be puni/hed. 
Though I have ftrong reliance on the mercies and bounty of God, yef, regarding my 
ailions, fear will not quit mej but, when I am gone,, reiledilon will not remain, 
•Come then what may, I have launched my vefiel to the waves. Though Providence 
•will protect the camp, yet, regarding appearances, the endeavours of my fons are in* 
tiiipenfafaly incumbent. Give my laft prayers to my grandfon, (BedarBukht,) whom 
1 cannot fee, but the defire affedls me. The Begum (his daughter) appears afflidled ; 
tut God is the only judge of hearts. ' The foolilb thoughts of women produce nothing 
k)ut difappointment. . farewell ! farewell I farewell ! *■• > 

tht Prince Kaum Buksh. 

MY fon, neareft to my heart, ^ Though in the height of my power, and by God’s 
permifiion, I gave you advice, and took with you the greateft pains, yet, as it was 
’’ pot the-diVihe will, you did not attend with the cars of compliance. Now 1 depart a 
ftranger, and lament my own infigmficance, what docs it profit me ? I carry with 
. me the fruits of my fins and imperfeaions. Surprizing Providence ! I came here 
alone and alo'ne I depart. The leader of this caravan hath deferted me. The fever, 
which troubled me for twelve days, has left me. Wherever I look, I fee nothing but 
the Divinity. My fears for the camp and followers arc great j but, alas I know not 
myfelf. My back is bent with weafcncfs, and myfeet have loft the powers of motmm 
7 
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dilpatclied, tlie prince Azlm Shaw towards Malwa, and Kaum Bukfix 
to his government of Beejaporc. His feafon for this, proceeding 
waSj that no fends might arife upon Iiis death, in an enemy’s 
countiy, between his fons, to endanger the repofe of his fubjedts. 
Had the two princes remained together in the camp, fuch would 
have been the cafe, as occurred afterwards on the death of Shaw 
Aulum, whofe four fons were together in the camp, when, though 
not in an enemy’s country, the families, fortunes and hpnour of a 
world became plunged in the depth of min. 

Azim Shaw, though knowing the dangerous illnefs of his father, 
dared not difobey the orders of march. He departed from the 
camp, but his motions were flow and cautious ; nor did the em- 
peror prefs him to expedition, after the three firfl marches. He 

The breath which rofe, is gone, and left not even hope behind it. I have committed 
numerous crimes, and know not with what punifhments I may be feized. Though 
theProtcdlor of mankind will guard the camp, yet care is incumbent alfb on the 
faithful, and my fons. When I was alive, no care was taken j and now I am gone, 
the confequence may be guefled. The guardianfliip of a people is the truft.byGod 
committed to my fons, Azim Shaw is near. Be cautious that none of the faithful arc 
{lain, or their miferies fall upon my head. I refign you, your mother and fon, to God, ■ 
asl myfelf am going. The agonies of death come upon me faft. Bahadur Shaw Ts 
' ftill where he was, and his fon is arrived near Hindoftan. Bedar Bukht'is inGuzarat. 
Hyaural NilTa, who has beheld no afHiflions of time till now, is full of forrbws. Re.- 
gard the Begum as without concern. Odiporee, your mother, was a partner in my 
. illnefs, and vyifhes to accompany me in death ; but every thing has its appointed time. 

The dbmelHcs and courtiprs,- however deceitful, yet muft not be ill-treatedi It is 
neceffary . to ' gain your views ; by gendenefs and art. Extend your, feet no lower than 
your fkirt. The complaints of the unpaid troops are as before. Dara Shekkoh,“thoush 
^of much judgment and good underftanding, fettled large penfions on his people, but 
paid them ill, and they Were ever difeontentedv I am .going. ; Whatever good or evil ' 
1 have done, it was for .you. Take it riot amifs, 'nor remember what olFences I have ' 
done to yourfelf • that account may not be demanded of me hereafter. No one has 
..feen the departure of his ownfo.ul j but I fee.that mine is’.departirig, : , . ’ ' u, ; j, 

V ' n — ^ ' 

T ^ V..:’ •.even • 
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even Jhld 'to ' Hummeed ad dicn Khan, to whom heTiad committed-* 
tlie chaige of 'his funeral iites, “ Thiee days after my death, ohe 
iS " anive^in camp, and fend my remains to Aurun- 

S;.' “ gabad in ii pVopef -riiahner.” bn ‘Friday the twenty-eighth of 
Zeehaud, ‘his'maje]n:y‘pei formed his morning ‘devotions ‘in company 
with 'his' attendants, ‘after which, as w&s frequently his cuftom, 
he txclaimed, “ O that 'my 'death 'mdy happen on a Friday, for 

'blefled is'hfc wHo'dieth on that'day !” ' Sdbh after, he’ha'd ocCa- 
fion to retke. Upon his icturn toWaids his bed, 'he ‘had begun 
the * tiummum, as was always bis cuftom till water foi the ' vv uzzoo 
could ‘be ‘bi ought, and had made one 'Iprinkling, when-fuddenly 
his moft pure 'Ipirit fled from the narfoiVnefs of corporeal confine- 
ment, to the boundlefs 'expanfion of the Moft High. We are from 
God, and to 'God we muft letorn. His hands remained clalped,, 
and in motion, for fome time aftei he had ceafed to breathe. How 
fcan ■! expicfs' my own feelings'^' This much I know, that the 
kindnefs, favoui and ^diftiiiftion, for fifty years, of that atom- 
cheriftiing fun to me,,liis liumble flave, his great aftions, Ins glory, 
his piety, his perfeverance in virtue from youth to age, the rev'olu- 
tions of his rdgn, and all the wonderful events of time, ruflied 
upon my memory at once in afea of grief, and overwhelmed my 
heart, fo that I forgot myfelf, andiknew not what palTed aiound 
me. ‘ 

Azim Shaw, being informed of the event by his agents, and the. 
nobles who affefted to embrace his intereft, arrived on the third. 

( t 

* AnMice, Ai3er of the faith. 

» A purification by fpnnkling of dull over the bodj, ordered by Mabummud for the 
convemence of his followers inhabiting the dry deferts of Arabia, where water is too 
valuable for the poor to ufe on flight occafions. 

3 Ditto with water 

1 :> 


of 
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of. ' Zeehuclgetabthe,: camp;,at,Ahmednugg<ur. He omitted- no ilieW' 
of;affe6lipii and refpedl: to. his deceafedr-fatheri :but-s like; the; orphans 
pfcthpfe-m ’humble life, : tears. j; ^ 

. Many of . the, chief : . imperial - fepy^ as v bMuttullub; Khan-s. 

:Khoddabuiideh Khan, ^ Tei-beut . Khan, and ; others, , had"; a real 
attachment to: Azim Shavy. SonieLneither rioyedopr bated; him j. 


and: a few, though they difliked,; yetv from' inability:;to , ,opp6fe,i 
prudently, fubmitted ; to his authoritjL Three Mogul chiefs ; only;, 
delayed: to. come in to offer tliein allegiancCj;. •'^ Feeroze Jung, his: 
fon Cheen Kpollich Kham andc^ Mahummud Ameen Khan. 

. On the dentil of ■' ■Zeehugej i ri 8j Azim' Shaw^’* -afeendeci'- the*- A. c. i; 
throne of empire amidft the ufual rejbicingsf and cohf^ifedTavGufs- 


on the nobility according to their .flations, but on few in a'mamier 
affording fatis'faftion. Here I muff be perniitted to mention one 
or two. inffances of ffhe wonderfuracGomplifi^^ of the : decrees ' 
of Providence. ' Whife he was only a prince, moff of the hobility 
were attached to- A ziiii Shaw, and regarded' him as , poffefli’ngdvery 
approved . quality for empire 3 but .almbft immediately after his 


aGceffion to -the throne, the general qpihiqn was altered, from, liis 
own . conduct;. ; He- flighted the .principd,, nobility, and, betrayed 
great parfimpny tp ,the^ army, afting as if he had ,no oGcalion for- 
their feiwices. This proceeded from a vain rbelief that none dared 


to oppofe , him, apd that. his,, elder -brpther, . Shaw- Aulum, relin-^ 


’ The twelfth month of the Arabian year. 

Anglice, Object of the wifh. 

^ Slave of God. ' y. ; . 

^ Accompliflied in manners and morals,'- 
Fortunate in war. ' 

, * Faithful in Mahummud, ^ 

G 2 ^ quifliing 
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(juiming to Kim fuch a vaft empire as Hindoftan, without a ftmg- 
gle, would fly for fafety to another clime. At the fame time, he 
openly declared his jealoufy of his -own fon, Bedar Bukht, whofe^ 
favour with the late emperor had dilpleafed him. He treated the 
old nobility with contempt, and would fay ^publicly, that they were 
lioffit for his fendee. He removed Terbeut Khan, a veteran and 
loyal general, from his command of the artillery, , ini the moft in- 
fulting manner, without any 'notice, and conferred that important 
ftation on a young man of low rank among his. creatures. In 
fliort, I cannot enumerate all the ill omens to the fortune of Azim 
Shaw, .which proved the will of Providence to have decreed heaven 
bellowed empire to Shaw Aulum. He who prideth in himfelf is 
ruined. When the will of God hath decreed an event, all things 
aid the accomplifliment. 

Mahummud Kaum Buklh received intelligence of the emperor’s 
death, on his third day’s march from Ahmednuggur, and was im- 
mediately defected by Mahummud Ameen Khan, and all the Too- 
raunee Moguls, though they had been purpofely appointed for his 
proteftion, at this crifis, byAulumgeer. In addition to this mif- 
fortuhe, 'Zoolfeccar Khan, his bitterell enemy, 'who had once 
confined him at the fiege of ‘linjeei lay in his route with a confi- 
derahle army, fo that it was probable his perfon would be feized 
by this nobleman, in order to obtain the favour of the new empe- 
ror. Azim Shaw had dilpatched orders to that effeft ; but Zool- 
feccar Khari, either from policy or compaflion, did not obey them, 
and Kaum Buklh arrived in fafety at Beejapore, which he was al- 

■ Anglice, Lord of the deftroying weapon. This was the name of a fcymcBr 
belonging to Ali, fon-in-law to the prophet. 

* A celebrated fortrefs in the Carnatic, 

o . lowed 
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iowed to keep, as his brother, being eager to quit Dekkan, did not 
endeavour to remove him. - 

Azim Shaw now proceeded with the Imperial camp towards 
Agra, by regular ftages, as if the principal of a caravan, and takiiig 
the route of Toomree, quitted the broad and eafy road of Akber- 
pofe, on his left j proving, by this imprudent flep, that, when 
delHny is unfavourable, man always doeth that which is wrong. 
The route of Toomree was hilly, full of woods, and, for many 
long Ipaces, void of water 5 fo that, during two days march, great 
numbers of men, women, children, and animals, pcrifhed through 
fatigue and thirft. It was remarked by numbers, at the time, that 
this foreboded evil to the fortune of Azim Shaw ; for hie had rafhly 
negle6led the example of his father Aulumgeer, who, when march- 
ing againfl: ‘ Dara Shekkoh, had chofen the route of Akberpore. 

I muft now return to the affairs of Bedar Bukht, whom it was 
my fortune to join. This prince, on the death of Aulumgeer, re- 
ceived orders from his father, Azim Shaw, to march immediately 
from Guzarat, and proceed towards Lahore, to prevent the advance 
of Shaw Aulum from Cabul. Bedar Bukht had the greatefl:' and 
moft'fmcere afFe6lion for his grandfather, who equally loved him; 
And on that account the father and fon became jealous of each other. 
Upon receipt of the melancholy news; he was overwhelmed with 
real grief, which dwelt long upon his mind ; for, when I faw him 
afterwards at Oojein, he would frequently weep at recolledlion of 
his lofs. In obedience to the orders of his father, he departed 
from Guzarat without delay, at the head of only three thoufand 

-* A moft excellent and authentic account of this prince’s adventures and misfor- 
tunes may be feen in Bernier’s Travels, which arc bound up in Churchill’s and Lord 
Oxford’s Collection of Voyages. Dow alfo details them; but I prefer Bernier’s 
iicccuut, as more artlefs, 

horfe. 
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horfc, Ills own dependants, and carried with him abput thirty 
Jacks of uipees in tieafuie, property of his own, not prefuming to 
touch ■ twenty lacks m the Imperial treafury. left it fliould raife 
fuflftcions of his fidelity in the mind of his father. For the fame 
xeafon, he made not any addition to his foice, though he pould 
%yith eafe 'havei laifed a great aimy, and might have procured a 
’coioieof rupees fiom the bankers and renters, by way of loan, 
without pppielfion, as did 'Moraud Bukfti, when he marched. 
Aom this^province againftjDara Shekkoh. 

On the eve of his maich, he dilpatched a letter to me and feveral 
others on his route; but the couriers brought none to hand in due 
-time, the public roads,being_ guarded by officers, who had orders 
tP|fearch all meflengeis, and.infpeft letters. As theprince expedled 
me on the frontiers of Malwa, he was much difappointed on his. 
arrival there, and lepeatedly exclaimed, “ 'What can have happened, 

to prevent the coming, of Eradut Khan ? ” My enemies, and 
feveral envious perfous, took occafion_ to defame me, laying, thatl/ 
would never join him , Ibr, knowing the jealouly betw cen iiim and 
his fathei, who was now emperor, I was gone to court his favour. 
In this manner did my, enemies addrefs him, till he arrived near, 
Oojem; when, not finding me, there, in fpite of his regard and 
jeliaiice upon me, fuipicion found, room in,hiS;mind of my fidelity,. 


*1 Two hundred thouland pounds. 

* Qne million ditto. 

’ Anglice, Accomplilher of the wifli. Youngeft ton of the emperof Shaw Jehaun, 
and brother to Aulumgeer, who, having made ufe of him to attain the defeat of Ills 
cider brothers, confined him in the fortrefs of Gualiar, and afterwards had him put to 
death on his being tried and condemned for murder, on the accufition of a dependant, 
sichofe father he had executed for feme crime, when m power, Aulumgeer was 
obliged to difplace the firft judge before whom the caufe was brought, as he refufed to 
give^fentence, faying, that a prince putting a man to death in the cxercife of his au- 
thoritj, for a crime, ought not to be accounted murder. 
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At length, on the iirfl of ’ hTohlrriin, the prince’s letters were 
brought me nltogctlier, and immediately after, having loaded a 
fmall tent and feme ncccflaries on two trained camels, I departed 
from Mnndon, leaving the fortrefs in charge of my dear relation, 
and friend, Mccr Sunjir, 

The prince had been for fomc lime encamped near Oojein,. 
waiting for the lucky day to make his entry into that city, fo that 
by chance I reached the camp at the inftant of good fortune. I-Ie 
was moving in his ' nallckce. towards the town, when he perceived, 
me at a diOrance, and faid to Jiis attendants, “ is not that Eradut 
Khan tliat I fee? ” And was fcarcely hnfwcrcd, when I came up.. 
Pie flopped his train, and opening wide his arms, cried, “ Come,, 
come my friend 1 in expeclalion of whom my eyes have been. 
“ flretched, even to dimnefs.” I killed his feet, and prefented my.' 
offering. He preffed my head to his bofom, and taking off his 
^ neem-afleen, put it on my flionldcrs.. Plis firfl words were- 
lamentations mingled with tears, for the deceafed emperor Jiis 
grandfather, for whom he knew the fincerity of my grief. He- 
then ordered me to mount my horfc, and ride near him j and, as- 
we proceeded to the city, related all that had happened to himfelf,. 
and his anxiety at not meeting me on the borders of the province. 
When I had fatislied him for my delay, he commanded thofe-who' 
had fpoken againfl me to quit his prefence, with much difpleafure,, 
and refufed to admit them again for many days.. 

* The firft'month'of the Arabian year.. 

A canopied litter peculiar to the princes, and allowed now and then to fomc few 
great officers of Rate. It is generally of lich materials, and often entirely of filver.. 
It is carried on the fhoulders of twelve or fixtcen bearers, on three poles, one on each = 
fide, like our fedans, and the third running under the middle of the machine. 

^ An upper robe with half-fleeves, commonly made of gold or filver tiffue. For a. 
prince, or perfon of high rank, to confer any part of his own drefs on an inferior, is . 
accounted a very great honour to the receiver. . 


Bedaiv 
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^ Bedar Bukht did not remain in the palace of Oojein ; but, after 
viewing the city, pitched his camp on the bank of the river, at 
about a cofs diftant. Heie he was attended by ' AbdooIIah Khan, 
thefoubadar of Malwa, and continued one month and twenty days, 
expeffing tlie ai rival of bis father, when tiiat lafli prince wrote 
liim the following firmaun : 

■' “ Why have you not haftened on, nor funk the boats in the 
“ * Suttulludge, to pievcnt the approacli of the enemy > Though 
“ he dare not face-me, yet you have been guilty of high negledt.” 

Soon after my ariival in camp, the prince lent a ’Nilhaun, 
with the following woids in his own hand, to my dear fon 
■' Huddaiut OoIIah Khan, then Fojedaui of a diftrift of about two 
days journey from Oojein. 


“ Your father, one of my moll efteemed dependants, attends 

“ thelfhrup. I am fuiprlzed that you have not as yet come to the 
“ piefence.” 


My fon, in reply, wrote to the prince, that he Ihould fliottly 
feek the honour of an audience ; but privately to me, defiring that 
I would reprefent to his highnefs, what lefpeft would not peimit 
him to mention himfelf. This was, that though I had no force 
under me, yet my attendance and advice might be of ufe j but that 
he,’ unlefs at the head of troops, could do no fervice ; that he had 
then with him two thoufand veteran foldiers, all his follow'ers for 
twenty years, who would accompany him without the limits of his 


* Slave of God. 

» One of the five great rivers between Cabul and Lahore. 

» The Iclicrs of the emperor arc ftylcd firniauns, thofe of princes, nifhauns. 

* Directed by God, 

^ government. 
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governnient. Of tliefe he had fent a return to the prince, whom 
he would immediately attend, on the advance of a month’s pay to 
enable him to march ; but without tliat they muft be cxcufcd. 

His highnefs, in anfwcr to this mefiage, Lid to me, ‘‘To give 
“ Huddaiut Oollah this fum, or much greater, I would not hefi- 
“ tate; but, alas! fliould I call in fuch a force, as your attachment 
“ to me has been reprefented to my father in a fufpicious view by 
“ interefted perfons, he would inftantly, on the junflion of your 
“ foil’s troops, be convinced of my difloyalty, and turn his arms 
“ from Shaw Aulnm againft me. Write this to your fon.” I did 
fo; and he declined coming to tlic camp, writing to me the 
following w^ords : “ I rcfign you to the pi-ote6bion of a gracious 
“ God, fince I am prevented by my ill-fortune from paying my 
“ duty in perfon, I wifli you could leave the party with which 
‘‘ you are engaged, as I fee deftiny will to it prove unfavorable.’' 
God be praifed, that from his prudent caution, my dear fon 
remained fecure from the enfuing troubles. 

Bedar Bukht, agreeable to the orders of his father, moved, 
towards Agra, and was joined from the prefence by Zoolfeccar 
Khan, Ram Sing Harrah, zemindar of ’ Koteh, and Dulput 
■ Bonedcla, alfo Amaun Oolla Khan, who were fent by Azim Shaw, 

* A principal zemindary in Malwa, now much circumfcribcd by the Mharnttas, 
who allow the raja, a defeendant of Ram Sing’s, but a very fmall proportion of his 
Jands. 

* The Bonedela tribe of R^apootes arc the pofleflbrs of Bonedelcund, an exten/ive 

trail, lying partly in the Agra, and partly in the province of Allahabad. Their proper 
chief, the raja of Oorcha, defeended from Ber Sing _Deo, the founder of the family 
importance, pofleffes but little territory, far the greateft part having been wrefted from 
hisfroufe by Chutterfaul, one of a younger branch of the Bonedelas, whofe defeendants 
how hold his eftates jointly with the Mharattas, who have a third part of the lands, and",, 
produce of the diamond mines of Pirna. , ‘ 

. : P . ils 
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as much to guard the prince’s motions as to'affift him. ’ Meer 2 a 
Riija Jey Sing, ‘ Khan Aulum a Dekkan ’ chief, with his brother 
’ Munnowei Khan, and other officers, alfo joined from the prefence, 
with about fix thoufand hoife. 

^ . < 

The prince ♦ Mahummud Azeem Ooihavvn, who had, by 
Aulumgeer’s ordeis, left his government of Bengal to proceed to 
the prefence, had. reached the vicinity of Agra, when he heard of 
the emperoi’s deceafe; upon which he maiched to fecure that city 
for his father, Shaw Aulum. ' Mukhtar Khan, the foubadar, 
who was attached to Azim Shaw, and father-m-law 'to Bedar 
Bukht,' hoping to impede his piogrefs, funk all the boats in the 
Jumna, 'and placed guards ataheneareft fords. But, alas' what 
power had fuchia vafial td face the fon of. his decreed foveieign? 
The prince moved higher up, and having ciofled the river, took 
him prifoner; but regaiding his former fervices, and thofe of his 

> Zemindar of a confiderablo tclritory in tlie provinceof AJmm, named Ambecr^ 
'but fmee this prince’s founding a new city called Jeypore, the rajalhip has alfo taken that 
name Teypore is reckoned the molt regular built city in Hindoftan , and Europeans, 
who have feen it, fpeak highly of its magnificence. Je, Sing was a great encourager of 
fcicnce, and built ftveral ohfervatotics for aftronomical ftudies. He alfo eredlcd a 
caravanfcrai and market in every province of Hindoftan, 'for the. convenience df tra. 
vdlers, at his own expence. The prefent raja of Jeypore, his grapd-nephew, pofferes 
tHe city, but not much territory, part of which has been feized byialTals of his family, 
and part by the Mharattas and Mogul chiefs, to both of whom he is tributary. Jeypore 
IS the great mart for hoffes from Perfia and the northern provinces of Hindoftan ; and 
the olLltadel of Ambeer, dofe to it, is find to contain vaft wealth laid up by Jey Sing. 
This will probably one day fall into the bands of the Mharattas, if they are not foon 
dnerted from their operations in this part of India, by troubles in Dekkan, that fliall 
furniih them employment nearer home. 

. » Anghce, Lord of the world. 

I "of h'gh dignity , fccond Ion of Shaw Aulum, the yldcft. fuiviving fon 

of Aulumgecr, ‘ < 

’ Anghce, Powerful lord. ^ , family, 
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family, did not offer him pcrfonnl injuries. It had as yet been the 
iifage of the princes of this illuffrious houfe, tliongh a nobleman 
according to his connexions with one of them, appeared againff: 
another in the field, that the viXor did not put him to death, or 
difgrace him. On the contrary, tlic fidelity and valour difplaycd 
by him, in the canfc of a defeated rival, were fure recommendations 
to the conqueror’s favour. The princes knew that the inability of 
power and regulation of empire refted on the fuppoit of an expe* 
rienced nobility, and they would frequently obferve, ‘‘ that tlicir 

enmity was not to the throne; for whenever a prince became 
" fixed upon it, they were faithful fubjeXs. If then we deftroy 
'' them, through whom can we adminiftcr the government.’* By 
this wife policy of the Imperial family, the rules and order of the 
extenfive empire of I-Iindoffran remained uninjured by the quairels 
of the princes. — But to return to my fubjeX, 

When Mahummud Bedar Bukht approached the banks of the 
" Chumbul,’ and Azim Shav/ arrived near “Gualiar, Azeem Oofliawii 
detached a confiderable body from Agra, under ^ Motuflium Khan, - 
to guard the fords. Bedar Bukht was fond of enterprize, jealous 
of his honour, and of high mind tempered with pmdence. A 
rivalfliip for glory had always fubfifted between him and his father, 
Azim Shaw, who was of raffi courage, and never looked beyond 
the prefent in his conduX. Like- the ^ whifker-twifting vaunters' 

* A river in the province of Agra. 

One of the moft celebrated fortrencs of Hindoftan, an elegant plate of \vhich, 
■with the account of its capture by a detachment under colonel Popham, in 1780, has 
been given to the public by major Rennell ; but another, on a. larger fcale, with a 
rnore minute defeription of the place, is now preparing by the ingenious Mr, W. Hodges, 
well known for his drawings under Captain Cook, and for his views of places in India, 
taken by himfelf on the fpot. . • 

■ ^ Dignified, 

^ The twift of the whifkers in India, and the outrageous cock of the hat in England,' 
are alike charaderiflic, 

Us . of 
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of Hindoftan, if his fon made any delay on his march, he would 
jeft and fneer, attributing it to cowardice, and dread of the en'emy. 
On this account, Bedar Buhkt relblved to crofs the Chumbul im- 
mediately, and attack the ports of Motuftium Khanj but this 
proceeding was rtrongly oppofed by Zoolfeccar Khan, an experi- 
enced genet al of appioved conduit j upon which a ftrange conten- 
tion took place, which is worthy of lelation. 

A number of low-minded per/bns, vain and imprudent, fueh as 
are too frequently the favorites of princes, who thought themfelves 
capable antagonirts for the nobility of Azeem Ofliawn, regatding 
this as a fit opportunity to fhew their loyalty and attachment, in- 
teifeied in the conduit of artairs. As Zoolfeccar Khan, in the 
^opinion of fome, was fufpeiled of treacheiy, they feized this occa- 
fion to perfuade the prince that he correfponded with Shaw Aulum, 
and wiflied to delay engaging till his approach, in order to com- 
plete' his defigns of defection to his caufe. God only knows the 
heart, and perhaps it might have been fo ; but, in the eye of un- 
deirtanding, good policy alone leemed to influence his conduit in 
this affair. 

, When he was informed that the prince had relblved on crofling 
the rivei the next moining, he repeatedly reprefented, through the 
proper officers, that fuch a rtep was by no means advifeable at the 
prefent crifis , but the prince refilled to take his opinion. Upon 
this, Zoolfeccar Khan went himfelf to his highnefs’s tents, and 
requerted an audience, fetting forth, that he had affairs of import- 
ance to communicate ; but the prince would not admit him, and 
fent word, that., nightly council was unlucky, therefoie he mull 
wait till the morning. I had heard of Zoolfeccar Khan's advice 
during the day, and of the prince's diffent, but knew not what had 
paired at night; for I made it a rule never to- go to his councils, 

imicfs 
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unlefs called upon j and his Iiighnefs had never failed, till nov/, to 
fend for me. It happened, that I had been this day to vifit Zool- 
feccar Khan, at his earncft requeff, but not a word on the affair 
in debate paffcd between us. Some envious perfons, however, took 
this occafion to perfuade tlie prince, that I was a partner with the 
general ; and, notwithftanding his convidlion of my fidelity, bis 
highnefs, in his prefent humour, believed them. Hence it is, that 
the ancients obferved, “ We fliould never rely on the favour of* 

princes j for when their minds are difgufted, though without 
“ caufc, a thoufand years of confidence may be deftroyed in one 
“ inffant of fufpicion.” 

The day following, fuddenly, before morning prayer, the march 
of battle was founded, and the prince, completely armed, mounted 
the elephant which he always rode in the day of adlion. I was at 
my devotions, when' I heard the drums j but dreffing myfelf in. 
hafte and aftonifhment, I fpeeded to attend him. He had moved 
foriie diftance from the tents before I came up. I found him, with 
an angry countenance, and contemptuous exclamation, uttering 
reproachful terms of Zoolfeccar Khan, as deceiver, traitor, falfe 
wretch, and the hke, to fome fervile attendants round his elephant ; 
but, on perceiving me, he became filent, and looked more dif- 
pleafed. According to cuffom, I alighted from my horfe to make 
my obeifance, of which he took no notice, nor fpoke, nor fmiled 
upon me as he was wont to do, but turned hi^ head another way. 
Though much hurt at this flight, I took my flation as ufual on 
his right hand, clofe to the ear of his elephant, and ruminated on 
.the change in his behaviour, while. my enemies, who during the 
night had formed this ' telifm, were rejoicing all around at my 
diftrefs. Though his higlinefs did not fpeak' to them after my 

* ^ - t » *> ' )i 

Charm, or talifman. 
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arrival., yet J judged, by.thtir exulting, .and winking to one 
another, that fomcwhat highly pleafmg to them had happened. 

Juft then, Zoolfeccar Khan fent an officer to icquefi I would 
attend himj for he, hoped that, at my defire, the prince would 
alter his intention of paffing the river. I informed his highnefs of 
the'officer’s coming, for I never, vifited any of the nobility without 
permiffion. Upon this,, he angrily exclaimed, Go! 'Your 
quiver -alfo hangs at his helt!” 1 then defired the officer to 
return, and tell what he had heard, as I could not go, but the 
prince, with a furious afpeft, cried out, “ Be gone ! Why don’t 
“ you go to your friend ” At beholding this, a giddinefs feized 
my brain, and I became diftiadted ; for I never expefted fuch 
tvords from him, whofe favour I thought fincere, and prided my- 
felf on deferving, by my fidelity. I became raging, rafii, and im- 
petuous, and faid, “ What bufinefs can I, the humbleft of the 
“ humble, have with nobles of Zoolfeccar’s exalted rank? He 
■“ was the firtl general of your grandfather ; but your father has 
•“ now detached him under your command, and certainly the 
** power is at prefent in your hands, to treat him as you pleafe.” 
His highnefsj upon this, more angrily than ever, exclaimed, 

“ Surely the emperor hath not made you my tutor ! " What 
fhall I fay ? Heaven and earth feemed to fail at once upon my 
fh'oulders, and I wiflied to die that intlant j but thefe words invo- 
luntarily flipped from my tongue: " What is my ability, to be- 
" come tutor to a pnnce like your highnefs ? Yet, fhould the truft 
be offeied me, I would rather fly from fociety with a thorn head, 

1“ than hccept it.l’ To this he made no reply, and I quitted his 
iperfon without ceremony. ‘ - 

• An iaiomitical expreffion, ngnifying that he was attached to his party. 

I had 
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. I liad not gone far, v/licn the generous, forbearing, patient and 
benevolent prince, cheriflier of his friends, fent to me the ’ daroga 
of his khowaus, to fay, as fi'om Iiimfclf, “ What troublcfoinc 
“ dreams hath my friend fecii, to difordcr his imagination, and: 
“ make him rave? Know you not, that fpies have prejudiced my 
father again ft you, as my advifer ? TJicrcfore, as much con- 
“ tention pafted laft niglU', between me and ZooJfcccar Khan, and< 
I have juft now infulted that deceitful traitor, I fpokc angrily to^ 
“ you alfo, to remove fufpicion of niy treatment of Ifim proceeding 
“ -from your counfel, not fuppofing you could miftpprehend me/' 
Upon tliis, I ftopped till the prince came up, when he called me‘- 
to him, and fmiling, whifpered in my car, I have beheld your 
“ deep penetration,” I replied, “ I did not cxpcfl* fuch cxprefllonS' 
“ from your highnefs.” Pie anfwcrcd, “ I alfo udflied- to try 
your patience, my friend, who jjrctend to fo much j>rudencc, 
‘‘ with fuch heat and palTion.” Having faid tliis, he took from 
his neck a large cornelian of 'Yemmun, on which were cngj’avedi 
feme prayers in a beautiful charafler, and. giving it to- me, faid 
aloud, “ Admire this graving !” at the fame time nodding that 
fliould keep it i but I returned it, fgnifying privately, that the. 
gift was improper before fo many envious witnefles. At length,, 
my late exulting and mean-fpirited enemies,, feeing, me again, in. 
favour, retired to a diftance, and left me to cpnverfe with his liigh- 
nefs 5 who .then faid, ‘‘ Surely you muft have forgotten what ray.' 
“ father wrote to me, concerning you, three days fince, and my; 
" anfwer to' his majefty I” That affair I will relate. 

'The prince had three days before received a firmaun under- his 
father’s own hand, and I went with him to meet it, agreeable to 
cuftom. About midnight, he fent for me again, and carried me. 

* Overfeer of ' domeftic attendants, * Arabia. Eelix.-, ’ • . 

■ into '' 
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into the fleeping apaitment of his '0131131. where he had been 
fitting with the mothei of * Bedai Dil, who retired as I came in. to 
another chamber. He gave me the firmaun. and defired me to lead 
if. In it was written, in Azim Shaw's own hand, the following 
fentence: " You are day and night confulting with Eradut Klian j 
“ I wilh to know for what purpofe !” When I had leturned the 
paper, his highnefs alked what was fit to wiitd in anfwer. 

' . ' ' ' ' ' ’ 

I replied, “ I am your fervant. Difmifs me for the piefent, 
” and when my duty is requifite, I will inftantly return.” He 
exclaimed, “ You muft not leave me; but fome anfwer muft be 
written. " I will attempt one; but you ,mull alfo compole 
‘ 1 , anothei', and we will fend, that we, both approve.” He then gave 
me, pen, ink Snd paper, 'from his Aandifli,' andfeated me at a lamp. 
He wrote, and I wiote. When we had finifhed, it appeared, on 
comparifon, tliat we had both wiitten the fame, almoft without' 
the difference of a word, as follows : , . i i. 

“ It muft be remembered in the iaered mind, that your miyeft/, 
■“ in paffing through, Mai wa to the prefence of the ’ Shadow of 
God, faid to your Have, Eradut Khan is our houfehold fervant, 
truly lojal^ -wife and experienced. Igivejiim to )0U, that, viben 
“ important affairs Jhall come in agitation, you may 'confult with him. 
Health to your majefty ! What crifis of affairs can be more im- 
portant than the prefent f',‘-Accoiding to the orders founded in 
benevolence, I do confult with him daily, on all affairs public 
“ and private. 1 know not what fufpicions thofe admitted to the 
prelence may have foimed ,of this faithful , fervant, but, were 
they communicated to me, I could lemove them to the fatisfac- 
■“ tion of your majefty." . ^ , t - 

. The hd.es apartments. * Hts fon; AngUce, Vigilant ’ The 

«mj)eror Aulum^geer. * ' TJlc 
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The prince applauded me much, and faid, with this able 
judgement and the fimilarity of our dirpofitions, how can I 
‘‘ avoid giving you my efteem ? ” But to be fmccrc in this afFaiiv 
juflice was on the fide of Azim Shawj for Bcdar Bukht was rival 
to Ins father, and waited opportunity to dethrone him. As for. 
me, I was never in the icrvice of Azim Shaw, nor had ever made 
liiin profcfTions of duty, being wholly devoted to his fon. 


Being alone udth him one night, he fuddcnly threw his arms 
about my neck, and holding down his head upon my bread, faid, 
“ If a fovercign and parent fecks the life of a fon, and that fon is 
“ truly informed of his intention, how fliould he a6l in fclf- 
defence ? Have you a precedent for it? " 


I replied, “ Such a qucftlon is unncceflary. The behaviour of 
“ your ’ grandfather to his fiithcr is a fufficient precedent ; and 
“ fovereigns are forced to expedients which are not judifiable in 
y. other men.” 


Converfation of this fort often paffed between us; and one 
evening he alked me, how he might gain an opportunity of feizing 
his fatlier, I replied, “ An opportunity will offer thus : When 
“ he has gained the vidloiy over Shaw Aulum, you will be the 
« firft to congratulate him. The troops will then be feparated 
«« here and tliere in fearch of plunder, or looking after the dead 
“ and wounded ; and, as the tents will not be ready, your father ' 
“ will be only under a ' ihaumianeh, furrounded by a few ,^kanauts. 


* Alluding to Aulumgeer’s dethronement of Shaw Jehaun; 

^ A canopy of cotton cloth. 

^ Walls of cotton cloth, which are always pitched round the tents of all who can 
afford them. The principal chiefs have them,-enclofing ground of a great extent 
round theirs. They have a very fplendid appearance. Bernier gives ,a good deferip- 
tion of a Mogul camp, to which the curious may refer. 
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You will be hamitfetl to audience, attended by fuch of your fol- 
‘ lowers as may have ijeferved notice in the adKon by their gallant 
“'conduaj' and, at fuch a time, they will be allowed their arms. 
‘ It is probable your father will not have many perlbns with him 
between the kanauts. Then is your time.” The prince eagerly 
exclaimed,^ “ You h' •« fpoken well 1 Dare you, at fuch a time, 
“ ftrike the blow ? ” 

1 replied, that though the aR was eafy, yet atacred oath relied 
upon our family never to Ihed the* blood of a prince unlefs by 
chdnce in battle, if engaged in the caufe of a rival, when it would 
be excilfable. I tlien faid, “ Your other opportunity will be thus t 
Ihould the enemy fly, an army will be fenl in purfuit, and pro- 
bably under your command, while your father, fettmg his mind 
“ at eafe, will be employed, without fufpicion, in pleafure and 
“ rejoicing. You may lefurn fuddenly upon him, and gaih your 
** wiflies. Should this opportunity not occur, as you are his eldelt 
“ fon and have feen much lervice, he will certainly appoint you to 
‘i the government of^Dekkan. You will have then a powerful 
“ army, at your dilpofal. As your father’s behaviour is dilguftful 
to the people, arfd many of the courtiers dillike him, they will 
"‘Said your^ pretenfions, life open force, arid try For whom God 
“ "will decide.” , 

’ Bedar' Bukht, having ^croflcd the ckumbul at an unohferved 
iird, the troops" of Azeera Golhaun, who were 'ftationed on the 
banks of the riv>er in anotlier quartei, left their artillery in the 
various pofts, and fled to Agia, happy to fave their hves. Zool- 
feccar, who had advifed the prince to remain on flie other fide, 
feeing lie had crofled, now came up leluflantly, and congratulated 
him" on' the fuccefs of liis 'iharch. ThisYubmiffion ple'aflng his 
highnefs, he refolved op the morrow to honour him with a vifit, 

, • ' 7 . 
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in order to atone for his late behaviour, Zoolfeccar Khan, 
hearing of his intention, fent a mcflagc to me, dehring that I 
would perfuade him to lay it afidc, as his highnefs’s vifit would 
occafion various reports, and the caufc be inferted in the intelligence 
of the fpics, with remarks that would injure the prince and himfclf 
in the opinion of Azim Shaw, ’ . 

I was preparing to execute the commiflibn ; but before I could 
leave my tent, Zoolfeccar Khan pafTcd by, having rcfolved to go 
himfelf to the prince. Begging pardon for his boldnefs, he pre- 
fented a 'garland of flowers to his higlmcfs, who, foftened with 
his humility, flicwcd liim more favour than was cbnfiflcht with his 
own dignity. It was a rule of Aulumgcer’s, never to fliew fuch 
condefcenfion to tlic nobility, as to make them tlflnk thcmlelves 
too neceflary to him, but he condubted himfclf fo as to be held in - 
refpeblful veneration by thofe even nearefl: his perfon.' Certain it 
is, that too much humility in a fovereign lofes him the objebt for 
which it is affumed. The prince, having honoured him with the 
robe he had on, and a rich " flrpeacli of jewels, difmifled him with 
numerous profeffions of kindnels, 

Zoolfeccar Khan the fame evening made another viflt, when I 
only was fitting with the prince, and thus began to offer his advice : 

Since your liighnefs has croffed the river, as- the prince Azeem. 

* Oofliaun is near, it is proper to march towards him immediately, 

'' left your father ' fliould cbiiceive evil fufjpicions, or the army 

* Garlands made of the chumbeely, a fort of double jafmine, are always introduced 

with the betel’ at entertainments, and prefented 'to the giiefts 3 alfo taflels of the fame 
for the turban, and fometimes leavds of .-gold and lilver foils, are interwoven with the 
flowers. . * . ' . , . 

* The firpeach is a jewel for the turban. A kulghee, or egret,. is generally vyoni 
■with it. 

• E s ,5^ i'appcfs 
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" that you fear to engage’ him." ,Tlie prlnte cfid not 

anfwerlum but nodding to me, faid, « Have you heard what he 

and he is an experienced general' 

" and faithful fervant ; yet there are fome points to be confidered 
Though engaging Azeem Ooftiaun is no hazaidous enterprize, 

. yet he is alfo a prince 5 and if, now your highnefs has croffed 
the river to meet him, he does not march this way, the reproach, 
of delay will reft on him. Let us confider alfo who, is neareft to- 
*' us, Azim Shaw, or Shaw Aulum. If the former, let us march :■ 
yet Azeem Oofhaun, if defeated, .has the city of Agra for a re- 
fuge, to reduce which muft require fome days. His father may 
" alfo arrive with his vaft army, laid to be an hundred thouland 
" horfe, and he lias already with him thirty thoufand. •" If Zool- 
feccar Khan judges he can, ' without the aid of your father, 
f' engage thefe two armies, and a prince of Shaw Aulum’s expe- 
“ rience and valour,, what can we dread ? Let us march.” ZooU 
feccar Khan, in reply to this, only faid, as was his manner when*, 
pleafed,' “ Good ! good ! good ! He hath Ipohen.well." ■ 

Some days after this,.Azim'Sfiaw approaching near, J3edar.Buhht 
moved a cofs in fiont, the fpot he was upon being chofen for his, 
father’s tents ; and the morning of his. arrival, vvent-two cofs from 
the camp to'meethim. Azim Shaw loved him as a- fon,. though, 
from the attention Ihevvn him by Aulumgeer,' he 'had regarded him 
as a rival. When he now behdd him, after long abfence, paternal 
fondnefs for the inftanf overcame his jcalouly, and he received him 
with ftrong marks of affeftion, conferring upon him a princely 
khelaut, with the 'chauikub, a fwoid fet with jewels, , elephants 
and horfes. The, prince, after the interview, alked me if I would 
’not pay rny reljiefts to his father: toi which I leplied, that I did 

’ * An upper robe, never conferred but on princes of the ro)al family, the vizier of 
the empire^ and Ameer al Amra. ^ ^ not' 
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not wifh it-, having no delire, to engage his notice, or embrace his 
fervice ; but, upon his obferving that my declining it would occa- 
lioii much fufpicion, I confented, and was introduced. Azim Shaw, 
upon feeing me, faid, “ Are you.alfo. come ?” I replied, Yes^ 
but without orders'. I left my ftation, though far diftant from 
the route of your majelly. Who elfe’has done fo He con- 
ferred the ufual khelaut upon me, and gave orders, for my being 
employed.. , - ' , 

Einpi're having been decreed. to Shaw Aulum, from the- agency 
of deftiny, fuch'vanity took pofleffion of the mind of -Azim Shaw, 
that he- was convinced his brother, though' fupported’ by the 
myriads of- ' Toor and Sullum, durib not meet him in the field. 
Hence,, thofe v/ho. brought intelligence of his approach he would 
abufe as fools and cowards, fo thatmo one cared to 'Ipeak the truth ^ 
as was formerly the cafe with the emperor " Humaioon, during the . 
rebellion of the Afghan Shere Shaw. Even his chief officers feared ' 
to difclofe intelligence 3 fo that he was ignorant of the fuccefsfuL: 
progrefs of his rival.. 

At length Shaw Aulumhaving' reached ^ Muttra, fent by a cele- 
brated dirvelli the following melTuage to Azim. S, haw. “ By the- 
“ divine aufpices, we inherit from ' our ancellbrs an extenfive ■ 
“ empire, ^ comprehending - many kingdoms-. It will be juft and 
glorious. not to, draw the fword’ againft’ each- other, nor, confenti. 

* Vaft armies, mentioned- lii the Koraun. 

* ' Father of Akber. See his reign in Dcnv’s-Hiftory. • 

3 -A, city .about -eighteen cofs N. of Agra, much venerated by'.thc'Hmdoos, if being 
the birth-place" of their god Kifhen. There -were formeily very .rich temples in it; 
but one, more celebrated than the reft, and erected by Ber Sing, deo raja of Oorcha. 
coft thirty-fix lacks of ‘rupees.. It was lazed'by Aulumgeer, who -built a mofq:'-.- on 
the fite with the materials. Mu'i-tra, however, has ftill many temples, which are 
vifited by pilgrims ftom all parts of India. 
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'' to Ihcd the blood of fhe faithful. Let us equally divide the" 
empire between us. Though I am the elder, I will leave the 

” choice in your power.” Azim Shaw, vain-glorious and haughty, 

replied, that he would anfwer his bi other on the morrow in the 
field, and upon this, the meflenger departed. Azim Shaw marched 
the next morning, and encamped between lajoo and Agra, on a 
barren plain void of' water, fo that the army was much diftrelTed. 
Intelligence arrived duiing this day, that Shaw Aulum'waS 
encamped feven cofs difiant, and intended moving on the morrow, 
but to what quarter was not known. < ^ 

I have already mentioned, that my defign is not to write the 
hiftory of kings, but of myfelf, and what J have feen. Accoid- 
ingly, of the battle between thebrotheis, I lhall only relate fuch 
•c'lrcumftances as I was an eye-witnefs of. 

** The morning dawned; but what a dawn! Daifmg fire, and 
ul,’ tinged with' blood; of whofe honors the lafi: day can only prove an 
5®; imitation. Call it not moiniag, it was the day of judgment ! 
Call it not dawn ; it was the evening of death ! Call it not day, 
but the gloomy eve of the woes of time ' 

Mahumrtiud Bedar Bukht, who commanded the advanced corps 
of the army, having given the neceflaiy orders, began his march. 
He was mounted upon his favorite elephant; and his molt valued 
attendants were near his perfon. Zoolfeccar Khan with the tuo 
Raujepoet chiefs. Ram Sing and Dulput Roy, alfo Amaun Oollah 
Khan, followed them, inchned fomewhat to the left of the prince. 
The main body of the army marched next, in the center of which 
rode Azim Shaw, furrounded by his courtiers and a numerous 
band of Mogul, Afghan and Hmdolhmee ■ munfubdaurs, of 

> Anglice, Holdmg ranV Petta cf family, but without talcs of nob, Iity. 

, “ . approved 
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approved valour. ;We had not as yet learned the pohfion of the 
enemy, or what was the defign of Shaw Aulum. 

Mahummiid Bedar Bukht had reached a village, near which was 
a ftream of clear water 3 and fome wells were alfo round about it. 
The troops at this time , were much feparated, and every chief, inat- 
tentive; to order, moved as . he chofe. Seeing which, I reprefehted 
to the prince, that the main body was far behind 5 that the country 
in his front was deftitute of water for fome miles, and the day pro- 
.mifed to be diftreffingly hot; . Without order, without intelligence 
of- the enemy’s motions, where would he haften ? I.remarked the 
fcattered' march of his followers 3 Zoolfeccar. Khan obliqued, fo far 
to the left as fcarcely,' to be yifible, and other chiefs equally diftant 
in every quarter. I pbferved, that, if he halted here tiU'fonie news 
--^rrived of the enemy, there was fufficient’ water . to refrefh the 
t^opSi the artillery . would ; come ; up, ■ the emperor ; Kave time to. 
join, -and ; order be reftpred in the line 5 alfp that, .fhould the enemy 
advance upon him, he would have the advantage of good ground 
and plenty of water. He replied,. Your advice is juft.’ Go, and 
‘‘ inform my -father I; fhaU. follow it^^^^^ , • ' . v ' 


- it happened allb',; that Shaw Aulum had 
of 'otir army 5 aiid, as there' was' btit li'ttl 


• t f ‘ ■ . ' " ■ ; 

had nb advice of the route 
army 5 ana, as mere, was nut little, ‘water 'where, he .was- 
encamped, he had this. 'mbfriihg- difpatchdd his,' rriain body under 
Mbnauim Khah,i while’ he, with hia fohs and perfonal attendants, 
hunted along the hank of the'_ Jumna.' His'/^ peeftikhaneh, with the 
ufual e'fcort 'under .Rooftqm-dii Khan, was commg pm in fipn of' 
the armyi in the Tameibut^^ - . . , .v . ' ^ 


■ Anglice, -Fortuhate.v^ Hfe was chief mihifter to Shaw-Aulum.,, - - - - . 

i ' Advanced -hoLife." The Hindoftanee chiefs have, always, tWo- Tets oil 

tents, &c. one of which is always difpatched, in front of the army,, to the next groundr;-, 
©f encampment, and pitched for their reception. ' 

^ Anglice, Of heart likc 'RooIlnmi '.the'-celebratcdl champion of Fir d oil’s Sfiaw'**- ' 
. jiammeh, or Hiftory of Perftan Kings,. 

Upon 



. M E M O I'R S ’OF THE 

a cofs and a half 'faither in the rear, and his troops become fepe- 
, rated /into three divifions, & that I could not eafily diftinguilh tlie 
'.royal poftj fdi the train of artilleiy had been left in Dekkan, and 
, the ftandard elephants v\eie out of their ftations,'fo that there was 
nothing to' mark the emperor from a dillance. When Terbeut 
'Khan was removed from the command of the artillery, and his 
Tucceffor applied for ordeis cbn’teming it to Azim Shaw, he was 
jmuch enraged, and paflionately exclaimed, “ Do men think that 1 
will *ufe cannon againfl: a ' breeder of cattle ? 1 will not even 
“ draw the fword, but bruife his head with a ftaff.” * 

p,.,'/^t length I ^ercbived I the imperial ’umbrella, and haftened to- 
, wards it. .-Some of the courtiers, who always firft received intelli- 
igence, that they, might accommodate it to the humour of their 
smaller, demanded my bufmefs'jtbut, not liltening to filch weak 
flatterer?, I rode on.. When Az'im Shavv faw me, he made adignal 
for) me to. advance j but, fuch was the crowd, I'had fcarce ability 
to piilh through it/ "tAt length, having come near to bis 'travelling 
throne, I alighted fiom my horie, and laid, “'The prince informs 
“ jour majelly of the enemy’s near approach.”’ What /hall I fay? 
lAzim Shaw,.flarting as if flung by a fcorpion, withfmious lookk, 
eyes' 'rolling, and, as was his cuflom when angry, pulling up his 
llMve, exclaimed, “ Comes an enemy to fne>” Being vexed at 
his manner, I replied, “ So it appears.” He then called aloud for 
his war elephant, and, in a frantic manner whiiling a ■‘crooked 

’ Alluding to the bullocks ufcd for the draft of the artillery, univerfal in HindoRan. 

‘ » The'urabrella IS one of the imperial enfigns, and, when the etiquette of the court 

was kept up. no fubjeA dared to carry one. 

s A feat, or rather fmall couch, fixed on three poles, like the nallekcc dcfcribcd in a 

former note . 

* A flioit crooked Half, about three feet in length, not unlike a crofier, ufcd by 

fakeers to lean on when they fit, and often by petfons of rank as an emblem of humi- 
lity. and having declared themfclves difciplcs to feme holy man. 
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ftaff, flood upright in his throne, and tauntingly faid; Be not 
alarmed ! I am coming up to niy fon.” Hurt at diis infult to 
the fpirit of my prince, I faid, ‘‘ His highnefs is fon to yourfelf, 
“ afylum of a world, and knoweth not fear. He only reprefents 
“ tlie enemy’s approach, that your majefly may advance with the- 
“ troops, and take the poll ufual for the emperor in the day of 
‘‘ battle.” ' ' . V 

, . ■ I 

Having faid this, I rode off to rejoin Bedar Bukht j but fuch , 
.crowds furrounded me to afk for news, that I could not difengage 
myfelf till within a rocket’s flight of' the prince. ^ Juft as I had, 
reached him, the enemy began to cannonade, and a ball ftruckthe, 
breaft of an attendant clofe to his perfon. ' ' 

As I had not been und refled for the laft two nights, and was 
exceedingly fatigued with hard riding, the fun and wind being 
burning hot^ my ftrength now failed mej and I fainted away. ‘ My.' 
brother, feeing, this, lifted me from my horfe, Jaid ‘me on the" 
ground, and loofened my armour, but coiild get no water to revive ‘ 
me. The prince, obferving my diftrefs, generoufly fent me a fmalb 
veflel from, his elephant, which gave me new. life. I untied the' 
folds of my veft, and poured fome of the water on my. breaft, but/ 
was ftill too faint to rife. By this time, Azim Shaw was 'come up;‘ 
but, contrary to the cuftom of the emperors,; whofe ftation-is thes 
rear of the center, pufhed on towards Bedar Bukht, and his 
attendants crowded after him without order. Ameer Khanpaffing 
by, and feeing me on the ground, offered me a feat with him on * 
his elephant, as did others of my friends ; but I refufed them allv 
At length my own elephant arriving, I mounted,* and lay with rny 
breaft bare upon three fkins of \yater, which luckily for .,me were 
iii the feat, to. prevent rny fainting a fecbnd time'. The train ele- 
phants of Azim Shaw, thofe of his women, of the treafury, and 

F 2 b the 
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office; nDiv;puffiecl:;lM,tvyeen;ine aWd.BedarBukht,. fo tiiat'; 
I(,yvaS;remo7ed fpmediftan'cpcfrom-ljim; ; •'fii-.-r , i i <• 

i;; f'i.'l ;i i-“, j-i .'ri; ' 

f'T^5;t_W9’}5odiesV0f the, enemy’ hadmow. app’rbached, ' and halted’ 
within a '■ rocket s flight of our: line. - phe df theiejvas headed hy’ 
prince, AieentjOofliauii, thel othcr by Monauim Rhan, with 
whom were alfo the princes * Moiz . ad Dien Jehaundar Shaw latid ' 
’ Jehaun Shaw. Our line was fb prefled upon on each flank, and in 
l?.^‘^]!?nts, (Canlg and follovyers/.'as greatly. to 
incommode., the- troops, :and render.thetn iifelefsi- 'Bhavv, Auhmi’sj 
artillery.played upon, ms incellantly, and did /great execution; and. 
his- ions advancing,, fired fliowers , of -niufquetry, . Which , fell like; 
hail. A line of rockets extending.;. in front of, our army, ’was re-, 
'peatedly difeharged with great effeft. The fun, obfeured by dull arid 
fm,oke, ,was in the^meridian, and theheat exceffive. AflerigthiOtir 
troops:, grown] impatient jfrpm; the galling of - the ehemyls cannon, ' 
prepared to charge.': ‘This being told me :by my brother, , who Tup- 
ported me on, rhe^Olephant,' I railed .rnyfelf i as imlich : as I. could> ■ 
adjulled my, armour,';andioblei'ved,themotioiis. IlawKhan Aulufri’. 
move .towards therenemy ,with'great..rapidity,- upon'which-I wavCd- 
ray ihandkerchief ■' as a'fignal 'for 'the' ptinie'Bedat -Bukbt toToUovf . . 
' which he rdid, To'-'that' T eflibftly could ■Tee'idrily the ■ top ^ of his ' 
hamaury."' As to'myfelf 'l ‘cSilldlhOt move,‘ btlng'wedged in by, 
the crowd Of elepliahts-'afduridTrieV ' 

' r,*.' The rocket in India is ufed in war, and the chamber being made of iron, does 
execution wherever'it ftrikes/hut cannot be fent in'tru'e diredlion.' It will reach Wnt 
three to four hundred yaWs. ' .i .- Vi^ ■!' ' ■ ' 

•,* Anglicc,,Rerpcacr of .the ..faith; king polTeffing- the world ; .eldeil fori, of -ShavV. 

Aulum. , . : 

: ^ king of the world j youngeft fon'of Shaw Aulum. . , ,, ; . ' , 

-■* A canopied feat for'an'eiephant. An open «nf is called hbwzah, of howdah. 
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As Khan Auliim advanced nearer the enemy, his followers di- 
miniflied, gradually lagging behind,, and not above three hundred 
fl'uck by him to the chai'ge. When I faw this, I well knew that 
all was loft. The brave chief, however, penetrated to the elephant- 
of Azeem Oofliann, and hurled his fpcar at the prince, but it 
mified him, and jftruck the thigh of an attendant j when the prince 
drew an arrow, which pierced the heart of Khan Aulum, and he 
died, on tlie inftant. His brother, Mnnnower Khan, was alfo 
wounded. Their followers fell back in the utmofl confuhon, and '- 
fled, as did the greatefl part, of our right wing, leaving the. prince 
Wallajah in a manner alone ; but, notwithftanding this defeition, . 
he. heroically kept his poft, Amaun Oollah Khan, feeing his 
danger, haftened to fupport him, when unluckily a rocket lighting . 
in the pad fupporting his feat on the elephant, it took fire, and 
burnt fo furioufly as to pain the animal, who turned back,. The- 
khan, half burnt, fell to the ground 5 and his troops, thinking he 
was killed, fled in diforder. The prince. Wallajah, upon this, rer-- 
treated for fhelter towards Bedar Bukht. 

•v 

A body of the enemy, under Bauz Khan Afghan, now attacked.i 
Zoolfeccar Khan, but was repulfed with great lofs, and the- chief- 
badly wounded -j but, by the decrees of Providence, Ram.- Sing, 
Harra, and Dulput Rapw Bonedelah, on whofe valour and edn-- 
duft Zoolfeccar Khan mofi: depended, were both -killed at the fame 
inftant' by a cannon fhot j . upon which their raujepoots lofi: all- 
confidence, and fled with the. dead bodies of their chiefs. Zool- 
feccar Khan, ■ however, yet remained firm with his own followei’s 5 - 
but, upofi being charged by the whole of Azeem Oofhaun’s divi-- 
fion, he left the condudl of the battle, to Syed -’Muzuflir, and -, 
retired to the rear of Azim Shaw’s pofi: with Hummeed ad Dien . 
Khan, and, having difmounted .from his elephant, .fled on- horfep- 

• ' ‘ ViiSlorious', - 
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■back to Gualiar, wheie he was received by his father, ' AtTud Khan. 
His flight detei mined the rout of oui army. , 

The piincipal followers and perlbnal attendants of Azim Shaw 
now difmounted, and laying their quivers on the giound, fat down 
to wait the charge of the enemy, and fell their lives in defence of 
their patron. Syed Abdoolla, and his brother HoufiTem Ah Khan, 
of the illuftiious houfe of Ban eh, ever celebrated foi'valour, whofc 
anceftois had in every reign pei formed the moll gallant aftions, if 
poflible fuperior to tlieii fires, defcended fiom their elephants, and 
prepared to engage on foot. The battle now raged hand to hand 
with fabres, and great flaughteron both lides. Houlfein Ah Khan 
received feveral y/ounds, and fell down faint with the lofs of blood. 
Amaun Oolla Khan was killed. TerbeutKhan, Muttullub Khan, 
and Khoodabundeh Khan, having expended all their arrows, ufed 
theii fables j but the former was foon killed by a mufquet ball, and the 
two latter fell down faint with many wounds. Suffawee Khan, of 
the royal houfe of Perfia, Meerza Abdoolla, and a numerous band 
of great officers of Azim Shaw, were flam, after each had fliewn the 
valour of Roollum in his defence. At lall a mufquet ball, and 
feveral arrows, ftruck the prince Bedar Bukht, and he funk down 
dead upon his elephant. I faw him fall, and in the agony of grief 
exclaimed, " Hadft thou not, O God, created ambition of crowns 
“ and thrones, the head of my prince had not been thus humbled 
“ in dull and blood 1 ” 

Azim Shaw, though much wounded, was ftill alive, when a 
whirl of dull winded towaids him from the army of Shaw Aulum. 
From this now iffued Monauim Khan with a feledt band, the 
princes Azeem O'ofliaun, Moiz ad dien Jehaundar Shaw, and 
Jchaun Shaw. Azim Shaw foon received a mortal wound from a 

• Anghce, Lion , fignifyiDg like one in valour. 
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mufquet ball, and refigned his foul to the Creator of life. The 
prince Wallajah alfo funk down in the deep of death. I now made 
my efcape towards Agra,' not chufing to go to the enemy’s camp, 
though 1 had many friends, who would have given me protedVion. 

’ Rooftum dil Khan, who, as already mentioned, commanded the 
efcort of Shaw Aulum’s advanced tents, when attacked in the 
morning by our troops, finding his efcape cut off, paid his refpedls 
to Azim Shaw, and had continued near his elephant during the 
battle, till his death, with great firmnefs. Seeing him dead, he 
afeended ‘the elephant, and cutting off the head of the corpfe, 
remounted his horfe, and haftened to the camp of Shaw Aulum. 
With exulting hope of great reward, lie laid his prize at the prince’s 
feet 5 but the compaflionate Shaw Aulum, feeing the head of his 
flaughtered brother in fuch difgrace, flied tears of affedlion, and 
gave him nothing but reproaches. He ordered the head to be 
buried with proper refpedl:, and forbad the march of vidlory to- be 
beaten. 

Monauim Khan took charge of the bodies of the unfortunate 
princes, and treated the ladies of their harams with the utmoft 
refpedl and tendernefs. Though he had received a dangerous- 
wound, and fuifered -extreme pain, he concealed his fitnation, and 
continued on the field till late at night, to reftore order, and prevent 
plunder.. He could not difmount from his dephant without help 
and was obliged, no pallekee being at hand, to be carried iii a-cloth 
to the prefence of Shaw Aulum. His eldeft fon, Nyeem Khan, 
alfp was dangeroudy wounded by a ball in the .neck, and was reco- 
vered, with difficulty. Shaw Aulum paffed the night under afliau- 
mianeh on the field of battle, _and the next day, having attained 
the important objefl ,of empire, with his mind freed from the 
8 . ■ . - " . ■ ' ‘ ’ dread - 
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-dread of a lival, moved in tiiumph to the gardens of 'Dhcra, 
round which his array encamped. - 

, f ' 

I fhall now relate fome 4>articulars neceflary to be known con- 
cerning Shaw Aulura j his march from Cabul, and other proceed- 
ings, to the day of engagement with his unfortunate brother Azim 
Shaw. , 

Some time before his death, Aulumgeer had appointed Monauim 
Khan to be * dewan to Shaw Aulum, who then lield the govern- 
ment of Cabul. This nobleman was of great abilities, aftive in 
the cabinet, refolute in execution, and of unbending integrity of 
mind. He foon airanged the prince’s affairs, w'hich, befoie his 
coming into office, were always in confufion, owing to the afeen- 
dancy of unworthy favourites. Diflblute and oppreffive, they, 
from felf-interefted motives, interfered with the duties of a dewan, 
and prevented him from doing juftice. A fuperiiuous foldieiy was 
kept up, exceeding the ability of the revenue, and, being confe- 
quently ill paid, was ever mutinous and dilcontented. At the 
fame time the lioufliold of the prince was diftrefled. Monauim 
Khan, refpefted from the efteem in which he was held by the 
empeior, and his ah eadyellablilhedcharafter of great ability, foon 
gained the perfedt confidence of Shaw Aulum. He diminilhed the 
prince’s army, but took care to pay that on foot regularly, fo as to 
leave no room for difeontent, or excufe for licentioufnefs. When 
he had thus reformed affairs at Cabul, he left his fon as his deputy 
there, and removed to Lahore, the colleftions of wvhich province 
were full of abufes. He had refolved to amend them, and fuc- 
ceeded, fo as to render the majority of all ranks pleafed with his 
adminiftration. When he heard of Aulumgeei’s illnefs, in order 

i 

• About three cols, or fix miles, from Agra. ’ Manager of the revenues. 
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to prevent cabals in favour of Azim Shaw, he circulated a report 
that Shaw Auluni would not contend for empire, but feek protec- 
tion from his brother by a flight to Pcrfia. Shaw Aiilum had him- 
felf, indeed, made this declaration long before j and \Yith fuch 
apparent refolution, tliat it was believed, and dreaded even by his 
fons, who rcfidal with him. Monauim Khan related to me after- 
wards the following anecdote, in thefe words : 

“ When I perceived that my attachment, finccrity, and abilities, 
“ had properly imprefled Shaw Auliim's mind, and that he was 
“ cominced I was a prudent, faitliful and fccret fervant, being 
“ alone one day with him, converfmg on the affairs of the empire, 
I took the liberty of thus addrefling him : A reported that your 
“ highvefs intends fying to Perjin^ ivith fo much conjidcuce^ that even 
the princes, your fons, aftire me by [acred oaths of its truth. He 
replied, In this rumour there lies concealed a great dcftgn, to for-- 
v)ard nshich, 1 have fpread it abroad, and taken pains to make it 
believed. Fipfli becaufe my father, on a mere fufpicion of difloy ally, 
kept me nine years in clofc confinement ; and, fiould he even 7io%o 
“ fhbik I cherifijcd the fmallefi ambition, he 'would immediately firive 
" to accompli fio my mtin. Secoiidly, my brother, Mahummud -Azim 
Shaw, who is my powerful enemy, and valiant even to the extreme 
“ <f rafimefs, would cxer-t all his force (igainfi me. Fr’om this reports 
“ my father is eafy, and my brother lulled into felf-fecurity but, by 
“ the Almighty God who gave me life, laying his hand on the Koraun 
** by him, and on this holy book, I fwear, though not one fiend fiooidd 
join me, I will meet^ Azim Shaw in Jingle combat, wherever he may 
“ he. fhisfecret, which I have fo long maintained, and even kept 
from my o%on children, is now entrufied to your car'c. Be cautious 
that no infiance of your condudi may betray it I 


I 
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To proceed. Wlien the news of Aniumgeer’s death reached 
Monauim Khan at Lahore, he wrote immediately by exprefs to 
Shaw Aulura, conjuring him to march with the utmoft expedition 
towards the capital, without anxiety 'or preparation, as he ihould 
find artillery and all fupplies ready at Lahore. This wife minifter 
then prepared bridges over the various rivers, fo that not a day’s 
delay was occafioned in ci offing to the prince’s army, which at 
Lahore was joined by a power firl train of artrllery, with fufficient 
draft. He aho paid irp all the troops, and advanced large firms to 
rreyv levies. Shaw Atrium, by long mardies of ten and twelve cols 
each day, foon arrived in the neighbourhood of Dh'ely, and Mo- 
Irauim Khan entered that city wrth a lelefl party, "rhe officers of 
A?:im Shaw were alarmed, and either fled, -or concealed themfelves 
in drfguifes. ' Mahum'mud Ear Khan, the kelladar of the palace, 
a cautious perfon,’ and ever looking into futurity, though he knew 
moll of the great ameers had embraced the caufe of Azim Shaw, 
yet was fo awed with the vizier ’s gallantry, and the arrival of Shaw 
Aulura, that he faw" no fecurity for himfelf birt in-refignrng his 
charge. He accordingly gave up the palace,'- in which were the 
treafures of Hmdoftan, collefted from the reign of Akber to the 
prefent times. ’ Thus' was Shaw'Aulum, -by the aflrvity and refd- 
lution of his fervant, made mailer of funds to fupport (if he chdfe) 
all the troops to be levied in the empire. The army was now 
mcreafed to one hundred thouland horfe, and foldicrs of every call 
and fefr flotked in crowds to 'the rmpetial llandard, where they 

‘were received with proper encorirlrgement and amply paid. Mo- 
nauim Khan advanced with fome cirofen troops before the ptitree 
to Agra', and though Bedar Bukht was'at the Chumbul, and Azim 
Shaw arrived at Gualiar, he was not alarmed, but encamped im- 
medrately before the citadel. ‘Bankee Khan, an old imperial fi.r- 

" ■ Anglice, Fiicnd of Mahuiomud. * Anglicc, Connont. 
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‘xmtj and governor of the fortrefs^ ’ which he had. rcfufed to refign 
•to Azeem. Oofliawxt. . bexng; certified - th^ Shaw; Aulum was ap- 
.proaching/ did* hot dnffcp.tp refift Ipngcf, but fen t offers, that if 
JVIonauim d<;hari v/ould, come hrff /alone into the. citadel, he would 
:i*efign the command. He-^xccordingly, without the Icaft diffruft, 
entered over 'a narrovy. plank/ only pafiable- for a fingle perfon, 
Xvhich was placed over a deep ditch. from- a- fmall wicket, to admit 
.him* ' As he had made a forced march from Muttra, of twenty cofs, 
he now lay down ta take .'a few- hours reff, till all his ' followers 
arrived. After this rcfrcflimcnt, he fealed up the treafury, polled 
his people at the different gates, and aboiit midnight went to vifit 
-Azeem Oolliawn, who was encamped at the dillance off fix cqfs, to ^ 
whom he offered much friendly advice for his condudl to his father, 
who was jealous of his loyalty. V/hen the news of the furreiider 
'of the citadel of Agra reached Bedar Buklit at ’Dholepore, his 
• fpirit was broken, and the effmfon of his ho 2 :)es faded into pale 
defpair. I was. with him at the tithe, and perceived that he -re- 
garded every thing as loll. He immediately feiitan account of. tire 
event to his father, who had not yet heard of Shaw Aulum's 
arrival at Muttra, as his weak fervants, fearful of his difpleafure, 
‘.and the ufual grofs abiife, dared not to inform him. At length 
' Shaw Aulum made the-propofal of a divilion of the empire, which 
‘ was refufed, and two days afterwards ,the conflidl enfued, as above- 
mentioned. - . ’ . . 


* y 

'Without doubt, Shaw Aulum's fucceffes, and. his attainment of 
the empire, ■ were owing to thehondu6l' and valour , of 'this great 
miniller j yet he never fet forth -himferf as having donqiany extra-, 
ordinary fervice, but would often fay to his majelly, that empire 
‘ was the particular gift of God, .and that no .obligation could^ be 


A town on the bank of the Chumbul, in the province of Agra, 
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laid on fbyereignsj fo that, if any one thought himfelf conducive 
to their luccefs, it was, in them, vanity and folly. To me, from 
whom he kept not Ins inmoft thoughts, he would fay, » Kings, 
■“ through the blaze of Ijilendor, cannot fee impartially; therefore, 
“ if any perfon prefumes upon fervices, and would Ihew that he 
thinks them an obligation on his mafter, the jealous diljjolition 
of royalty cannot bear it, and rejefts the claim, as was clearly 
proved in the pi oceedings of the emperor Mahummud Akber, 
“ and ' Beyram Khan, his affuming mimfter.” ' 

It is now neceflary to fay fomething of the four fons of Shaw 
• 'Aulum, their dil^iofitions and behaviour, both in public and pri- 
vate. ‘ 

t 

' ' * Moiz ad Dlen Jehaundaui Shaw, the eldellr, was a weak man, 
'devoted to pleafure, who gave himfelf no trouble about ftate affairs, 
ei to gam the attachment of any of the nobility, as will be feen 
when I come to relate his reign. 

Azeem Oofhawn, the ftcond Ion, was a ftatefman of winning 
manners. Aulumgeer had always purfued the policy of encou- 
< 1 aging his grandfons, and employing them in public afiairs , for, 
-as his fons were ambitious, of great power, and at the head of 
armies, he thus prudently controuled them, by oppofmg to them 
enemies in their own families, as Bedar Bukht to Azim Shaw, and 
^zeem Oofhawn to Shaw Aulum. To the latter he had given the 
advantageous government of the three provinces of Bengal, Bahai, 
and Onffa, from whence he had now come with a rich tieafure, 

t i 

■ 'Beyram Khan, on the death of Humaioon, became regent during the minonty of 
Akber, who, at the age of feventeen, not chafing longer to be governed by a fubjefl, 
flifplaced iiiin 

“ Anghce, Jtefpei2er of tjie faith. , 
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and confiderable army ; and though in the late battle he had per- 
formed great fervice, yet he was fufpe6ted by his father, and 
dreaded as a rival : but to relate the caufes would be ufelefs pro- 
lixity. 

' RufFeh Oofliawn, the private companion and favourite of his- 
father, was a prince of quick parts, a great proficient in religious 
learning, a fine writer, and of much knowledge in the law, but at 
the fame time addidled to pleafure, particularly fond of mufic, and 
the pomp of courtly fliew. He paid no attention to public affairs, 
or even thofe of his own houfliold. 

^ Khojefteli Akhter Jehaun Shaw had the greateff ffiare of all the 
princes in the management of affairs, before his father’s acceflion 
to the throne j after which, the whole adminiftration of the empire 
was long influenced by him. He had the clofeft friendfhip and 
conheflion with Monauim Khan, who, by his intereft, was a]^- 
pointed vizier. 

When Shaw Aulum had repofed from the fatigues of war, he 
took meafures to reduce Kaum Bukfli, who had affumed the imperial 
titles in Dekkan. It was not fuppofed that he could make much 
oppofition, but in the opinions of the wife and underffanding 
prejudged, that his behaviour would of itfelf ruin him in that 
' countiy. 

Monauim Khan now called together, by attention and confoling 
behaviour, the unfortunate nobility of Azim Shaw, who had 
.efcaped from the late battle to different places. Zoolfeccar Khan 
had fled to his father, ^ Aflud Khan, who had' the charge of Azim 

* Angliccy Of high rank. 

* Of happy ftar j king of the world. 

^ Angliccj Lion. 

Shaw’s 
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Shaw s baggage in Ghaliar. The vkieri had takeii pains to corf- 
■vince his mafter, that the ancient nobility were die pillais of i the 
date, and that the welfare of tht empire depended on- their perfons, 
whofe anceftors had held high offices, and acquiied influence and 
rclpedt with the people, fo that it was proper and politic to employ 
diem. - . , - , ' ' 

‘ ’ ’ t ’ - ■ ‘ ‘ i’ ,1 

. As the vizamt had been conferred) On Monauim dChan, at his 
irequefV, the moft dignified 'office of * vakeel 'muttulluk was ent 
tiufted to Affud Khan, and that pf ^meer bukflii to his fon Zool- 
feccai Khan, with the title of Ameer al Amra. The fecond 
bukhfliifliip was conferred on Meerza ‘ Shawnowaz Khan Suflawee. 
Monauim Khan, regardlefs of trifles, ‘Tubmitted to fit below Aflud 
■Khan in the divans, and to fliew him'eveiy refpefl: as his fuperior 
in office. The government of all Dckkan was- granted to the 
ameer al amra Zoolfeccar Khan, who'performed the duties by his 
deputy, Daood KliartPunnee, while he in perfon attended the court. 

Monauim Klian, fincerely loyal, generous in mind, and full of 
zeal for the fei-vice of his mafter, never preferred the gratification 
of his own paffions to the welfare of the ftate, or honour of the 
fovereign'. He both advifed and afted what was for his glory. 
For example, moft of the ameers of Aulumgeer had accompanied 
Azim Shaw, ‘and fought againft Shaw Aulum in the late'conteft, 
confequently were liable in juftice to whatever evils or jiunifliments 
,he chofe to inflidl upon them ; but Monauim Khan became their 
general intercelTor, xeprefenting to the emperor, that_ they were 

’ Anglice, Univerfal agent. This is an office ruperior to that of vizier. It js 
fcldom filled up, but in time of great emergency; but it Was lately conferred on the 
infant Peifilwa, by his prefent majefly of Dhely, though it cannot be confidered now 
but as an empty honour. It feems to have been no more to Afiiid Khan. ^ 

’ Chief paymafter. 

’ Anglice, Favoured by the king. ' ^.^cu/able. 
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excufable, having only obeyed an Heir who fat upon the throne, 
which, as' affairs were circumffanced at that time, they could not 
avoid ; that, after they had become his friends, ' eaten of ^his fait, 
and m-ade new compacts and declarations in addition to their former 
vows of allegiance, they could not in honour abufe his confidence 
by treachery or defertion. He obferved, that the empire of Hin- 
doflan was a Rate not to be kept in order by one or two perfons j 
that, like the magnificent pavilion of * Soleymauh, many ftrong 
pillars and powerful cords were required to fupport it, and keep it 
on a lafling footing ; that the noble families, who from generation 
to generation had the benefit of experience, a knowledge of the 
cuftoms of the empire and rules of government, were alone fuited 
to high employments 5 that moft of the prefent nobility had alfo 
held for many years important offices, and acquired wifdom and 
knowledge' He faid, that, if they were not ffiill entruffed with 
the pofts of greateft confidence, there would not remain a poffibility 
of fnpporting the^ rules of the empire, or obtaining able fiatefraen 
or good generals. He advifed his majefty to reward amply thofe 
perfons who had joined his flandard from every quarter, and done' 
good fervices, agreeable to their merits 5 but without exalting therh 
beyond their abilities, obferving that many of them had only been 
dependants on the princes and nobility; others again only fervants 
to fojedaurs and governors of towns. Where then could they have 
acquired judgment in politics and knowledge of government, dig- 
nity of manner, or fortitude to fupport the power of command ? 
He obferved, that, fuch accomplifhments were inherent to noble 
■birth and liberal education, the natural confequence of fuch ad- 
vantage. Such was the vizier, of whofe mafter (worthy of him) I 
now fpeak. 

* This cxprefllon implies a very ftrong connection in the original idiom. 

' * According to Mahummedan tradition, Solomon had a very fumptuous pavilion 
made foi him by the Genii.' 

2 Shaw 
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Shaw Allium was' generous and merciful, of a great foul tem- 
pered with affability, difcerning of merit. He had feen the ftiift 
■exeicife of power during the reigns of his ’grandfather and fatlier, 
and been ufed to authoiity himfelf for 'the laft fifty years. Time 
received a new luftie from his accelTion, and all ranks of people 
obtained favours equal, if not fuperior, to their merits ; fo that the 
public forgot the excellencies and great qualities of Aulumgeer, 
which became abforbed in tlie (bounties of his fucceffor. Some 
nariow-hearted perfons, however, out of ingratitude and envy, 
attributed his general liberality to' ill-placed extravagance and pro- 
fufion 5 but it is a fa£t, that the defeiving of every profeflion, and 
worthy of all degrees, whether among the learned or tlie eloquent, 
the noble or the ignoble, received an attention from the throne, 
which the eye of time piior to this had never feen, nor had fuch 
been heard of before by the ears of fame.- His perfonal qualities 
and perfedtions, fpeech is unequal to relate. His valour was fuch, 
that he had refolved on meeting Azim Shaw, whofe bravery was 
celebrated, in fingle combat. His four fans, pofTeffed of great 
power and confiderable force, he fuffered conftantly to be near his 
perfon, never giving himfelf a moment’s fulpicion regarding them, 
nor preventing their foiming conneiftions with the piime nobility j 
Upon which fubjeft I, the humbleft of his Haves, once ventured to 
prefent him a petition of a cautionary nature, thinking it my duty, 
as I had often done fo to Aulumgeer. To what I reprefented, he 
wrote a wife and juft reply, which, by God’s permiflion, I will 
one time or otlier relate. He permitted the fons of thofe princes, 
who had fallen in battle againft him, to appear at all times com- 
pletely armed in his prefence. The infant children he let remam 
unmolefted with their motheis, while thofe arrived at manhood 
' daily accompanied him in the chace, unguarded, and fhared in all 
his diverfions. His court was magnificent to a degree beyond that 
of Shaw Jehaun. Seventeen princes, his fons, grandfons, and 
, * 6 nephews. 
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nepliews, fat generally round his throiie, in the manner following .: 
—On his right hand, Jehanndanr Shaw, his el deft fon, with his 
three fons, his third fon Ruffch Qofliawn with his three fons, and 
Bedkr Dil, fon to his nephew Bedar Bukht. On his left, Mahum- 
mud Azeem Ooiliawn with his two fons, and Jehaun' Shaw with 
his fon. *Ali Tibbar, the ’ only furvitring foil of Azim Shaw, fat 
on ^ the right hand of Azeem Ooiliawn, and-. a little to tlie right, 
fomewhat .advanced, .the two fons of Mahummud Katim Bukili. 
Behind the royal princes, on the right, ftood the fons of conquered 
fovereigns, as of Secunder Adil Shaw of Beejapore, and Koottub 
Shaw, king of Golcoiida ; alfo a vaft crowd of the nobility, from 
the rank of feveii to three thoufand, fuch as were allowed to be on 
the platform between the filv-er rails. How can I mention every 
particular of the fplendid fcene ? On the "eeds,'and other feftivals', 
his majefty, with his own hands, -gave the betel and perfumes to 
all in his prefence, according to their ranks. His gifts of jewelsj 
dreifes, and other favours, ^ were truly royal. ' When in private, he 
dreifed plain and humbly, like a religious, and daily, without fail, 
prayed with many in company. 'Frequently on holidays and Fri- 
days, when travelling, he would read the prayers liimfelf, in the 

* Ahglice,' Of high" defceiit. 

The Mahunimedans' have two grand eeds or holidays, one at the conclufion of 
the ramzaun, and the other on the anniveffary of the day on w'hich Abraham confented 
to facrifice liis fon.’ 'On thefe days, tents are pitched about a mile diftant from the 
city,', :to’ which the emperpr goes in great.- ftate' to pray, and on his return receives 
prefents from his, ameers, on whom he confers honorary drelles according to rank. 
The fame ceremony is obferved.in every town, -by the governor. ■ At the laft cede, 
after prayers^ a camel is facrificed, and a fmall part of it drefled, and eaten ,on the’ fpot 
by the emperor and his attendants. ' The ci^valcades which I chanced to attend on 
each of thefe days, at Luenow and Banaris, were very brilliant, and ferved to give an 
idea of the aftonifhing fplendor which muft 'have graced thefe in the dourifhing times 
of the-empire. It is probable Mr, ZofFani may offer the public-a view of the proceffion 
atljUcnoW, on the firft eed in 1784^ as he v.’as prefent, and took a fkctch of it. ' 

. ■ ’ ■ , ■ grand 
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gland tent of audience, and repeat portions of the Kofaun with a. 
tone and fweetnefs which captivated the mofl eloquent Arabians. 
He never miffed the devotions of the latter part of the night, and 
fi equently employed the whole in prayer. In the early part of the 
evening, he had geneially an affembly of the leligious, or learned 
men. He himfelf related 'traditions, in the number of which he 
excelled, as well as in a knowledge of th'S holy laws. HeJiad ex- 
plored the different opinions of all fefts, iead the works of all- 
free-thinkers, and was well acquainted with the hypothefes of each. 
On this account, fome over-ftridl devotees accufed him of hetero- 
doxy in his religious opinions, through meie envy of his fuperior 
abilities. I heard mofl: of his tenets, and lamented the infolence 
of his vain critics ; for it was as clear as the fun, how juft and 
orthodox he was in his opinions' on religious points. But how cart 
3 enumerate all his perfedlions 1 It would fill volumes to recite but 
a fmall pait; therefore I ftiall defift, and now relate, as briefly as 
poffible, the expedition of his majefty to Dekkan, againft the 
death-devoted Kaum Buklh. 

It has been already mentioned tliat the late emperoi, a few days 
befoie his death, diipatched Kaum Buklh to Begapore. This: 
piince was of an excellent memory, learned, and a pleafmg wtiter, 
poffeffed of all outward accompldhments in a high degree ; but 
there was in his mind a flightinefs that approached near to infanity. 
He feldom remained a month in his father’s prefence, but, for fome 
milbehaviour, he was reptoved, degraded, or confined; and fome 
afls weie done by him, to mention which would be unwoithy of 
me. When he aiiived at Beejapore, he immediately proclaimed 
himfelf in the khootba, and itruck coin's in his own name. What 
' ' ; follies’ 

* Anecdotes and maxims of the prophet. ^ 

» T he khootba is a form of praje^in which the fouls of all^cparted patriarchs and 
prophets arc firft prayed for, beginning with Adam, and ending with Mahummud. 
The fouls of the teigning family’s anceftors are then recommended to mercy, 
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follies was he not guilty of, from the madnefs of his mind, and 
the confidence he put in l}dng vifionarics ! Thcfe wretches had 
liailed each of the piinces with a prophecy of fucceflion to the 
throne, fwearing they had converfations in their reveries with God, 
Ills propliet, and the pious faints, who had promifed their alTifl- 
ance, fo that human force was imneccflary. Tliey allured Kauin 
Bukfli, that he need not levy any troops for his fuppoitj for,' 
tliough an enemy fliould march againll him with all the myriads 
of ' Tool* and Sullum, they would not dare to face his light, much 
lefs engage in battle. Flattered by this, and impelled by madnefs, 
the weak youtli regarded himfclf as emperor, and invincible in his 
fingle perfon ; to prove which, he would often relate, in a raving 
manner, ftrange prognoftics and .divine greetings fliewn to himfelf. 
His prophets having told him, that his eldeft fon would alfo one 
time become emperor, he became jealous of the innocent child, 
and frequently meditated to put him to death, but was withheld 
from that crime by the dread he had of Aulumgeer : however, he 
kept him conflantly in confinement, miferably clothed, and worfe 
fed than the Ion of a wretched beggar, which was worfe than death. 
From the /fame caufe, on ill-placed fufpicions, he inflifted tortures 
and uncommon puhifliments on the ladies of his haram, putting 
many of them privately to death. To his fervants, companions, 
^nd confidants,' he often behaved witli outrageous cruelty, doing . 
fuch acSls to them as before eye never faw, nor ear had heard. 

' r , 

Notwithftanding thefe blots in his charadlef, as he was a fon of 
' Aulumgeer^ and that part of the empire had been given to him, at 
firil mofi: of the chiefs of Dekkan, whether Mufiblmauns or Hin- 

» r ' ‘ *• . , t » 

TN’hole concludes with a prayer for theprofperity of the monarclj.on the throne, and the , 
welfare of his fuhjefls. It is read every Friday in the mizid jamec, or grand mofque 
of all towns, and on the eeds or grand feftivals. .... - r j 

* Two great hofts, mentioned in the -Koraun, 

Ha ' dpos. 


I 
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doos,, crowded to ids ftandaid, and the Imperial officers, as Syef 
Khan, Rooftiim DU Khan, and others of all ranks, joined in ac- 
knowledging him emperor. Leaving his foftei -brother, Meer 
Mullung, a debauched youth of neither birth or merit, at Beejapore 
asgovernoi, he marched himfelf to Hyderabad, then commanded 
,by Rooftum DU Khan, who had fucceeded his father, 'Jan-fippai 
Khan,^ by Aulumgeers oideis, in that government. In this pro- 
vince he reduced fome povvetful zemindars to his obedience, and 
dilplaced others. 

’ Ghazee ad Dien Khan Bahadar Firole Jung, whoJiad acquired 
a moft powerful influence in Dekkan, was chief of the Tooranee 
moguls, and kept on foot a great army, had withdrawn himfelf 
from Azim Shaw. He was alfo -much in dread of Shaw Aulum’« 
lefentment, he having advlfed that prince’s being confined, when 
AulumgeeL’‘was before Golconda. The late emperor had ftre- 
nuoufly endeavoured to attach, the Tootane^ to KaumBuklh, and 
for thisopuipoletjiad appointed for , that .pi ince’s preceptor, Syed 
Oughlan s'eyadut Khan, the^ agent^at coui t, and bofom confidant 
of Ghazee ad Dien l6ian, .venerated allb by all the Toranees of 
every rank. He had alfo charged tfiem with the proteftion of his 
'perfon ; 'biU fuch was the ^ymper of the unhappy pjince, tjiat at a 
'time like this', when he , claimed the throne, and,^ favourably for 
his csufe, I Ghazee ad DienKhan-dieaded Shaw Aulum, he could 
not make him his friend : on the contiary, he did many adts to 
difpleafe him, and excite his alarms. This chief was an able ftatef- 
anan of long experien(;e,,'who, though blind of fight, could clearly 
.perceive the nSind of man!; therefore, 'vvhatevei wilbes he miglit 
have to enjoy the honour of making an emperor, yet he foon faw 
the follies of Kaum Bukfli, and declined his e.tufc, as ruinous and 

[ 1 [ t ■* * 

• Anglicc, Life-rcfignmg. ‘ ' . 

* Anglice, Champion of the faith ;'\aliant and fortunate in war. 


MOGUL EMPIRE.- 


loR. In a fliort time too, the chief zemindars of Dekkan, who 
had in general joined his ftandard, difpleafed at his condudl and 
heedlefs fliedding of human blood, his inconflancy of mind and 
breach of treaties, left him, and retired to their own countries^ 
wdiere they took care to fccurc tliemfelves, till the difputes for the 
tlu'one hiould be decided. 

Thus, though die pretenfions of Kaum Bukfli were of no great 
importance, yet he was a fon of Aulumgeer, and claimed a right to 
the empire. The behaviour of Ghazee ad Dien Khan alfo de- 
manded confideration. 'Ajeet Sing, hereditary zemindar of Jod_e- 
pore, and Jey Sing, of Ambcer, did not fliew that obedience and 
refpedl to the throne which had .been obferved by their anceftors, 
and meditated rebellion. All thefe circumftances made his majeffcy 
refolve on marching to Dekkan. The ■ khan khanan opened a 
.correfpondence widi Ghazee ad Dien Khan, to whom he gave much 
.confolation, alTurarices .of favour, and friendly -advice. That ex- 
perienced flatefman,; opening 'his. eyes on: the 'viciffitudes of life, 
faw it was his intereft, if his majefiy .would forget. the' pad:,, and 
notmolefl: him in his fortune, to'bend his head in fubmiffion, and 
retire from bufinefs to a life of devotion. . His only -fon, ^ Cheen 
Koolich' Khan, had /long .difagreed Avitlidiim,. and Jiis brother, 
Hamid Khan, whom he hadiappointed his ideputy in command 
•of the troops, had feparated rfrom him^ :.and gone over, to the pre- 
•fence. The Tooran chiefs ,of his houlhold alfo, when they faw 
•his fortunes on the decline, had deft his fervice. All thefe events 
‘ I > . ']■ d '■') :r y. W A s \ . ^ ’ . . • . 

-.A 1* Sdn'-of "the 'celebrafed JefTwiiiitiSmg, 'ivhb fo^capital.a’.part competi- 
tion^^ of ^Aulumgeer and fhi?'brqt-hers. ; ,< -i 'iv I ’J: 

' Lord'of Lords. Mqnaulm ^Khan is.meajrt by, this title, -which he received.from 
Shaw Aulum. ^ • . d ' * " 

^ Anglice, Sword-drawing lord; ' He wa^ Afterwards fambus as’-Niiam. al'MulInck, 
^ Anglice, Alhfting. 

'.i' .- 
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niadc him glad to embtace the pi'omifes of the minifter, and thank- 
fully accept the fouhadacy of Ahmedabad Guzarat. He accord- 
» ingly eroded the NeibuddaJ anddeft Dekkan without 'trouble, but 
his feais pi evented his coming to the court. He had not been m 
that of Aulumgcci fince his lofs of fight, which that generous and 
foigiving piince, out of regaid to his foimer fervices, and'fiom 
motives of policy, had excufed. 

- 1" ' , ’i - J. 'i I 0 i ij .1 ! - , 

‘ Shaw Aulum began his maich to Dekkan with an aimy.fuperior 
to that of any of the former emperors, and a fplendor till now 
amfeen, having in his train all the princes, and a great concouife 
of nobility of eveiy'iank. ) The prudent and able Monauim Khan 
took fuch meafnres for the fupphes of this mighty.forcc, exceeding 
Aulnmgeei’s by an bundled thoufand men.'cthat the empeior had 
no tiouble or difficulty,' though only in the beginning of his leign, 
when the le venues of the provinces had not yet been received, nor 
refpefl foi the tin one been propeily imprefied in different quarteis. 
WJien his majefly had arrived at Aurungabad, before he would 
advance towards Hyderabad, 'where the frantic Kaum Bufcfh tlien 
was, he wrote him feveral kinddetters and friendly admonitions, to 

this effedl: : “ Our ever-honoured father lefigned to you only 

' “ Beejapoie; but, we (give you, in addition, Hyderabad. Thefe 
“ two extenfive countries, long famous for their great kings, pro- 
“ ducing a revenue more than half of Hindoftan, we leave to you, 

“ without interference or reluftance, and fliall elteem you dearer 
“ than our own , children. Think not then of contention, nor 
“ confent to fhed the blood of the faithful, nor diftuib the repole 
.« of oUr government. If you give the ear of acceptance to- this 
«« advice, vve will farther confer upon you the nizamut of Dekkan, 

“ ifagre’eableto'you; and, after vifiting the facred tomb of our 
“ father, we wUl return to Hindoftan." , ^ 


There 
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There was no treachery or deceit in this generous ofter, for 
Shaw Aulum always jflicwed tendernefs, lilDcrality and affedlion, in 
his condin^ to his brothers. Kanm Bukfli, weak and felf- conceited 
as a child, bent on error, paid not the fmalleft attention to his 
brother, and continued to add frefli affronts to his authority. 
Rooftum Dil Khan, Syef Klian of the Imperial fervants, and others 
of no family or note, on whom he had beftowed titles of nobility, 
with about twenty thoufand horfc and foot, were now with him, 
but, difgufted at his behaviour, meditated opportunities to quit 
him. Monauim Khan, with his ufual prudence, had fent them 
letters, affuring them of the emperor’s, forgivenefs and favour j fa 
that all, even to Mccr Mulhing,'Kaum Bukfli’s foffer-brother, had 
refolved to come over, and embrace his prote6Hon ; but the prince, 
fufpeding their intentions, j)ut to death Rooftum Dil Khan, Syef 
Khan, and Mecr Mullung, and plundered their families of all they 
pofteffed, on the fame day, and in the fame place. He had after 
this no officer of confequence with himj and liis treafure being 
expended, all his troops deferted, except about ten thoufand of the 
worft Dekkan horfe, and his final! artillery j yet he ftill refolved to 
hazard a battle. When Shaw Aulum arrived within twelve cofs of • 
Hyderabad, the unfortunate Kaiim Bukfli loft daily his followers in 
crowds, and moft of the zemindars of Dekkan retired to their homes ^ 
while the remainder mutinied for arrears, and hourly threatened 
to plunder his effects. . , Will it be believed, that he yet'determined 
to relift, and expedted victory He even quitted the af}dum of the 
city walls, and encamped upon a plain about the diftance of three 
cofs, with his fmall forcej within fight of the 'emperor’s ai;myj fo 
great was, his enthufiafti'c belief in the prophecies of -his 'deceiving,, 
and perhaps felf-deceivedi 'devotees. * - ' ^ 

Shaw Aulum, from compaffion to his brother, and the hope of 
yet reducing him by gentle means, - would not permit his troops to 

attack 5 . 
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attack 5 but KaumjBukfh interpreted the inaftivity of the Imjjcrial 
anny inf 0 feaiV fi tini' ‘his belief that the propheciesiin his Favour 
vi'Ctenowoh the point of adcohipliflitnciitjilforhehad becnalFaiedi 
by vifionaries, that, though alohe, blighty hofts wdnld nfever pre-t 
vailiagainfthiin.^.Adcordingly, thoiiglKdefcrted iby almoft.all his 
followers, he yet oEffinately refufed to pay allegiance to' his brother. 
At, length the' ameer al amb Sioolfeccar Khan,, who had. a -keen' 
enmity againft the mifguided prince, and wiflied to fltew his zeal 
for his new patron, refolved-to feize him. He accordingly obtained 
leave to march, under theipretence of leconnoitring the enemy, 
and .moved towaids him vilith his own followers, a divlfion from 
the troops of Monauith Khan, and a body of Mharattas under the 
chief Neema Sindia.i Thejunfortunate prince prepared to with- 
ftand fuch fupeiior forc^ t ibut, beingicharged at once on all fides, 
was linftantly defected by all his followers,’ except a few perfonal 
attendants. Notwithftanding this, he continued, as long as he 
had Itrcngth, to 'tife his bow' and arrows from his elephant, till at 
length he funk 'down on his feat, through lofs of blood from ieveial 
wounds. He was then taken prilbner by Daood Khan, arid carried 
to the prince Jehaun Shaw, who, with his brotheis, had flood at 
fome diftance during this extraordinary Ikirmilh. 

The captive prince was cohveyed immediately to the Imperial 
tents, and being laid upon a bed in the ' tuflibeh khaneb, near the 
private apartments, was vifited by his brother, the emperor, who 
endeavoured to icomfort him by every expreffion of affedlionate 
concern.’ The phyficians and furgeohs alfo attended, but he would 
not allow'his' wounds to be drelled, though eamelUy entreated by 
his majefty and liis fons. He fpoke buf little j but when the prince ‘ 
Ruffeh Oolliawn tenderly alked, why' he had refufed offers of 

i ..* *■ ' 
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-favour, he replied, His majefty was very gradons j- but how 
could I fubmit to meet him in any other way than this 
'Upon-Jeiiaun Shaw’s repeating the queftion, he exclaimed, “ I have 
“ done wrong ;■ do not you follow my example!”. One of the 
-prlnccs'afldng him- if he had more than- a thoufmd followers when 
taken, he angrily anfwcrcd, “ No ; but had there been lefs than 
•“ five hundred, I could with equal cafe have- brought myfelf here.” 
He then turned to the emperor, and faid, “ Tlicre arc, in a caflcet 
upon my elephant, fome jcwcLs of our father and my own, of 
“ which I beg your majefty’s acceptance.” After this he grew 
faint, and I’anguifhcd in filcnce, without uttering a Tingle groan, 
till nine at night, when he refigned his foul to the Creator of life. 
’\¥e'are from God, and to God we miift return. 

I 

\ Wlien Shaw x'\uhun had thus fuccc/sfully concluded the war 
with his brother, he did not chufc to remain longer in Dekkan, 
though the affairs of that countiy. required much arrangement, to 
infure its future dcpcndaiice on the empire. Perhaps he dreaded 
the fate of his father, who, after the redudlion of Bcejapore, Hy- 
derabad, and the taking of Samhah, remained to finifli fome objedfs 
which then appeared cafily attainable, but afterwards extended in 
fuch a chain, that he could not quit Dekkan ..for the -remainder of 
his life. ,He had often lamented this neceflity, and the relaxation 
v/hich- his abfence occafioned in the government of Hindoftan ; 
and would frequently fay to his confidants in private, ‘‘Mydifloyal 
“ fubjedl'S have impofed upon me this play-thing, that they may 
“ enjoy commands and honours.” But I am wandering from, my 
fubjedl:. Shaw Aulum, in the height of the rains, began his march 
from Hyderabad, leaving as .deputy-governor of Dekkan, Dabod 
Khan Punnee, a native of the country., and a nobleman of great' 
military fame. Vf hen he recroffed the Nerbudda, it was intended 
,to employ ail the powers of government to fettle, in a proper 
- I manner. 
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manner, the Rajapoote countiies, which had been difafFeaed ever 
Tince tlie acceffion .of lAulumgeer; 'who, though offended at the 
behaviour of the rajas, Ajeet Sing and Jey Sing, over whofe terri- 
tories die had appointed Imperial governors, yet was not able, from 
the wars in'Dekkan, to punifh them effeaually. They h?d indeed 
vifited Shaw Aulum, but'had left his 'camp without permiflion, and 
‘now openly fliewed their defigns to llruggle for independence, in 
clofe. alliance with each other,; to bind which, 'Jey Sing had efpoufed 
the daughter of Ajeet Sing. At this crifis, intelligence arrived that 
the ' Siks had rifen in lebellion. This feft of infidels, known alfo 
by the names of Narinukkea and Gooroh, had long been eftabliflied 
in the foubah of Lahore, by a teacher ftyled Nannuk. • Of his de- 
fcendants was the prelent chief; to whom had flockedigreat crovvds 
of all ranks, refigning to hisdifpofal, with blind fidelity, their lives 
and piopeities. Thus fupported, he excited fedition, and took 
ai,nis to extend his eiiors, and overturn the bofis of the true faith. 
He engaged Vizier Khan, the fpjedaur of ‘ Sirhind, who was killed 
in the aftion, with numbers of his follovveis; after which the 
gooioh poffelfed himfelf of tlie town of Shhind, and many diftrias 
of Doaub, as far as 'Boreah, Saarunpore, and Shawdourah, on 
both banks of the river Jumnah, wheie he committed unlimited 
exceffes, razing all public edifices, as mofques, colleges, maufo- 
leums, and palaces, kdling oi taking prifoners the faithful of every 
age and fex, and plundering with the molt cruel feverity. The 
oppreffions of thefe wretches weie every day increafing, and there 
was no.nobleman daring enough to match from Dhely againft them. 
Afoph ad Dowlah Aflud Khan, who governed that capital, lliewing 


■ They now polTefs the provinces of Lahore, Multan, and part of Dhely, plundcr- 
inR as far fouth annually as Rohilcund. 

> A confiderable town, about fifty cofs N. of Dhely. 

3 Thefe dtfirias are now held hy Zabtah Khan, a Rohilla chief, who howei er paj^s 
a tribute to the S.ks, 'and tt ,s fa.d has entered into therr feA 
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great figns of fear, the inhabitants were alarmed, and began to fly, 
with^their families and effe6ls, towards the eaftern provinces, for 
flicltcr from the impending ftorm. All this being reprefented to 
the- emperor, in the highcfl colours, his majefty thought it heft to 
march in perfon againft the infurgents : for this reafon, he refolved 
for the prefent to lay afide the defign of totally expelling the raja- 
]:)Ootes, and to confirm tlieir allegiance, by winking at their of- 
fences, till a more convenient opportunity of punifliment. Thefe 
zemindars had, for generations, been ufed to obey, and had not, 
in fa6t, cither fortitude or ability to oppofc openly the emperor of 
Hindoftan, whofe appearance againfi: them in arms would have 
been fufiicient to curb tlieir infolence ; but the khankhanan, alarmed 
at the infurre6lion of the Siks, did not properly reflect on that 
circumftance, and defeended to fhew the rajapootes fnch favours as 
were inconfiftent with good policy, as well as the dignity of the 
fovereign : but he was not alone to blame, as there were other 
agents in this bufinefs. The four princes were conitantly intriguing 
againft each other, to obtain influence in the management of public ' 
affairs, which occafioned much delay and confulion in bufinefs, fo 
that the khankhanan thought it happy to fteer his veffel fafe through 
four fuch ' great feasi and could not aift fo independently for the i 
public good as he wiflied, being obliged to attend to the capricious 
interefts of others, among which he found it difficult to preferve ' 
his own. Among the remarkable occurrences of the expedition 
into Dekkan, was the decline of Jehaun Shaw’s influence with his 
father, and the rife of that of Azeem Oofliawn, of whom till now 
the emperor had ever been fufpicious. ' The prince Jehaun Shaw 
was of haughty * and independent fpirit, ready* to take fire on the 
-fmalleft negledl. This, with the behaviour of his fervants, alarmed 
and difpleafed the khankhanan, who, for his own fafety, watched 
*” / 

* Meaning the power and influence of the, four princes, 

I 2 ~ . an 
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an opportunity to deRroy his influence in public affairs : a tafk of 
no great difficulty, to one well acquainted with the dilpofition of 
Shaw Allium, almofl: equally warm with his fon, who had more 
than once difpleafed him by his behaviour, fo that he hjid expreffed 
to him^ his diffatisfaftion. The piince, upon this, thought to 
•prove his difintereftednefs and independence, by negledting to fie- 
quent the durbai, and engage in bufinefs as ufual. AzeemOofhawn, 
who had leaped experience in office, and wasjwell verfed in the 
intrigues of a court, perceiving coolncfs taking place between Je- 
haun Shaw and the khankhanan, paid fo much flatteiing attention 
to the latter, that by degrees he gained his confidence. This gave 
ftill moie offence to Jehaun Shaw, who had too, much pride to 
expoftulate, but neglefted the minifler in return. He foon after 
fell fick, and his indifpofition continuing a long time, gaveAzeem 
Oofliawn ample opportunity of acquiiing influence over Shaw 
Aulum, and the favouiites whom his majefty trulled with the 
fulleft confidence j while he continued to be pjeafed with them, but, 
on the fmalleft difguft, or in their fhoiteft abfence, he forgot them 
altogether. 

, Azeem Oofliawn having thus gained the ciedit he aimed at with 
his fathei and tlie minifler, employed it in foftening the rigour of 
government againfl thofe who ' laboured under its difpleafure ; 
thinking that, thus obliged by his mediation, they would readily 
I etui n bis favours, by embracing his caufe, whenever the death of 
his father fliould give him a claim to the empiie. It was fiom this • 
hope, that he advifed indulgence to the .refraflory lajas, and con- 
defeended to repair to their camp, and conduft them from thence 
to his fathei , ^permitting them to be accompanied by all their troops 
aimed. Such unufual indulgence was far from anfwering the end 
expeaed by the prince, who fhould have fecn, that it could only 
tciid to dlfplay publickly the fears of government, and confequently 
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mxid rcflefl' diflionour on its advifcr, and render him weak in the 
eyes even of thofe to whom fuch uncommon honours were allowed.^ 
In fliort, the two rajas, attended by^all their followers, paid their 
refpcfls to his majefty on the line of march, were gratified with bis 
afient to whatever their infolcnce demanded, and difmilTed to their, 
homes with rich prefents and afihrances of favour. 

Vv^hen this affair was finifiied, the emperor marched wdthont' 
delay towards Lahore, not even ftopping to make an entrance either 
at Agra or-Dhely. In a fliort time he arrived at Sirhind, which, 
the rebels defeited on his approach, and retired to ' Daber, the 
original refidence of their goorroh or chief, where they fortified 
themfelves as ftrongly as pofiible. Though this infnrredion was 
not of fuch importance as to diffurb the general repofe of the 
empire, yet his majeffy, defender of the faith, hearing that the malice 
of the rebels was direfled at religion, thought it his duty to go againfi: 
them in perfon ; in this, copying the example of Aulumgeer, who, 
in the latter part of his reign, appeared at the fiege of every fort' 
belonging to unbelievers j otherwife, what ability had a wretched 
and infatuated rabble to dare the prefence of fuch a glorious 
monarch ? The exertions of one of the principal ameers, or, at all 
events, of the princes, would have been equal to the extinction of 
the rebellion, and explofion of the fchifm. 

The imperial army foon arrived within fight of the goorroh’s 
camp, which lay round the vs^alls of Daber on different heights, 
commanding the pafles to that fortrefs, fituated on a fummit, fur- 
rounded by hollows, craggy rocks, and deep path's, Shaw Aulum 
had refolved to lie inadliye before the enemy for fome time, in ■ 
hopes by this to render them confident, and tempt them to an 


* At the entrance of the Sewalic mountains, which connecSt Hindoftan with Thibet. 

engagement ^ 
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engagement; on which- account, he iflued' pofitive orders' to th i 
jirinces and all .the ameers, not tO/ advance- neaier- the goorroh’s 
line? on lany pretence, hovvev-er- favourable. Some days palTed ini 
- inaftivity, when at length the khanklianan entreated permiffion of. 
his majefty to advance, with his own, followers, to reconnoitje the 
enemy’s pofition which was.grantcd, on. condition that he fliould- 
not commence an attack witliout fuither orders from the prefence. 
However, when he had ariived within Ihot of their lines, the 
enemy began a warm cannonade from their works, while bodies of 
their infantry on the heights galled him with rockets, mufquetrj, 
and arrows. His Ibldieis, enraged, were not now to be reftrained j 
and the khankhanan, more jealous ofihis military fame than fearful 
of the emperor’s difpleafure, ventured for once to difobey, by giving" 
diicdtlons to attack. • He diftnounted, from his hoife, and led his 
brave troops on foot up the moft difficult heights, driving the 
rebels from them with, the greateft rapidity and fuccefs. This 
feene paffing within fight of the royal camp, the chiefs and foldiers, 
emulous of glory, waited not for oiders, but haftened to join the 
attack in great numbers ; while the emperor and the four princes 
' viewed the fight from the fq^uaies of their encampments, with a 
mixture of anger and fatisfaftion. At laft the enemy wete driven 
from all their vvoiks, to the narrow fumrait round the -fort of’ 
Daber, where they continued to defend- thcmfelves in a defpeiate 
manner, but without even the hope of efcape from general 
flaughter; when night coming on, rendered friends and foes undif- 
tinguifltable to each other. The khanklianan, fure of having the '■ 
goon oh in his power, , gave orders for his troop to ceafe the attack, . 
and, he upon their arms in their prefent pofition. till the m'orning 
fhouid enable him to finifh-it with fuccefs. . He had, however, 
unluckily negleaed to .block up a narrow path .leading from the 
foit to the hills, either becaufe he liad not perceived it, or was 
f c it could not lead but to wheie theimperial troops were 

polled. 
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polled. The igoorrohv a iman -of great art, generally appeared in 
-the drefs and fplendor of a prince, when he wifhed to be public ; 
but, if OGcafion required privacy^ lie dilguifed himfelf in the habit 
of " a jogie or fynalTee, in fuch a manner, that few, even among 
his own people; could know him. During the night, he, without 
acquainting his followers of his intentions, changed his habit, and 
left the -fort undifeovered; The khanfchanan, about dawn, re- 
newed -the ^attack, and gained the place, after a lliort dfruggle, 
fword in hand, . exulting in the certainty of carrying the goorroh 
dead' or alive to the emperor, whofe dilpleafure at his difobedience 
of orders, would by 'this fervice be changed to approbation : but 
who can relate his weight of grief and: difappointment, at finding 
that his promifed prize had efcaped, without leaving a trace behind 
him? The '-goorroh’s Tpeed of foot was uncommon, and he only 
acquainted W'ith the paths and mazes through the hills, that led to 
the fnowy rnountains, which. he had marked -for heltei*. The 
‘khankhanan IoIl for an. inflant almoft 'the rife of ; his faculties, 
which' Vv' ere abforbed in dread of the emperor’s anger, not without 
reafon. As he was, agreeable to cuftom after an important' vie- 
tory, beating the march of triumph in his way to the royal tents, 
orders arrived, commanding him to flop the drums, and not dare 
to enter the qirefencer He retired, drowned in defpair, to his own 
stents; wdiere he had the cruel mortification - of learning -every 
infiant, from mefieiigers, that his enemies exulted iir his fall from 
favour, and openly condemned his condudf with malicious zeal in 
the prefence of his majefty, who was highly enraged againflJiim. 
But though this did not continue long, and -Shaw Aulum, regard- 
ing his formerfervices, received him again' into favour, after a few 
days, yet this noble and faithful minifter never recovered from the 
efteCfs of the royal ingratitude. This grief, added to the pain he 

* 'Se£ls of fakeers, or religious-mendicants. 
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■ kU nt fce'mg'tjiree of the piinces anditlie araeei-fal anira ufittg all 
arts to complete Jiis ruin, ftuck like a poifoned arrow in hislbreaft.' 
He loft all fatisfaflion from worldly enjoyments, the,emptinefs;of 
whipli he now fo fully experienced, and ft 6m the day of his dilgrace 
declined in his health*; fo that not long after he, was i educed to 
124. bed,, wheie he lingeied|a fpw days, and then lefigned his 

7 ‘-- the angel of, deatii ; who never, in the uncounted ages of 

his office, -feized^on a foul more pure, 01 lefs defiled with the ft ail- 
ties of human natuie. j ' ' 1, , 

] ' ' t * ' t 

j,, While Shaw Aulum, juft as a foveieign, ,and liberal as a, man, 
reigned over theempiie with a gentle hand, in perfeil lepofe. Pro- 
vidence was piepaiing new revolutions, and Time haftening to 
difclofe events of, dieadful importanee. The bloflbms numeioufly 
Ihooting under the influence of the Impel ial fpring, weie deftined 
to be blafted by the ftoims of autumn, and only one unkindly fmit 
to 'lemain on the roj-al tree. A deadly vapour, poifonous as the 
piercing venom of the fnake, all at once infefted the he.id and heait 
of Shaw Aulum with pains, violent as from the heavy ftrokc of 
the keeneft we.ipon. So inftantaneous was the fatal effedf, that it 
gave full rcafon to imagine it pioceeded from poifon. He was all 
at once feized with faintings, which continued without intermiffion, 
712. till, onthe.ziftof Mohirrim, 1124. being Monday night, he dc- 
ferted this vain woild for that of eternity. He had been, from tlic 
firft inftant of his illnefs, given over, and the princes and ladies of 
the harara made continual and loud lamentations round his bed. 

It happened one day, that, as Mahummud Moiz ad Dien and 
Azeem Ooftiawn were fitting neai it, the latter, perceiving under 
a corner of the pillow a dagger of very evquifite workmanihip, 
took it up to admit e the jewels with which it w.is adoined, and the 
watei of the blade. Upon his diavving it from the fcabbaid, Mou 
ad Dien, iealons of his Mother, was feized with a panic. Pie 

ftarted 
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parted up, and retired with fucli precipitation, that he ftruck the 
turban from his head againft the door of the tent, forgot his flip- 
pers at the entrance, and fell down over the ropes. Being ailifced 
to rife and adjufl: his drefs by his fervants, who. were aftonifhed at 
his flirange adlions and appearance, he rode ofl* to his tents with, 
sll the fpeed and hurry poflible. This occafloned much alarm in 
the camp, and I, -among many others, haflened towards the ' dur- 
bar. I met the prince, with his attendants, pufliing on his elephant 
with frantic hafte^; upon obferving w^hich, I endeavoured to pafs 
unobfefved ; but he knew me, and fent a meflenger to call me to 
him. As I had previoufly attached myfelf to Azeem Oofliawn, I 
■did not obey the mandate, but pafled on to the emperor’s tents, 
where I fat down in the -guard-room of “Mahabut Khan, third 
bukflii, which was sclofe to that of the ameer al amra, who did 
duty there in perfon. He fent for me, and I found with him 
Mirza Shaw-nowaz Khan Suffawee. I had before interefted my- 
felf, at the defire of both, in bringing about a connexion between 
Azeem Oofhawn and the ameer al amra j for which purpofe I had 
employed Shekh ^ Coodderut Oolla as a meflenger, and fometimes 
my grandfon, Einaiut Oolla. The ameer al amra now, defired 
.me to fend the .latter to Azeem Oofliawn, to alk him how he could 
ferve .him on the prefent occafion. I fent' him, but he returned 
•with a reply laconic and flight, as if from a nobleman of high rank 
to the commander of an hundred. It was written in Shekh Coo- 
, derut Oolla’s (confidant to the prince) own hand, as follows : “ As 
“ the Imperial fervants can know no place of fupport but this 
“ court, and mofl: have already repaired to it, the ameer al amra 
“ may alfo pay his duty, with aflurance of a gracious reception. 


* The court of the emperor, or any other perfon in high authority. 

* Anglice, Commanding awe. 

3 Anglice, Providence of God. ^ ^ 

^ Gift of God, 

in 
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“ in the piefence.” ,! When the atheenal anira lead this, he flied 
tears, and faid to me, with much emotion, “ Yob fee the manners 
“ of the plince and his advifers ! Whatever is the will of God, 
“ muft take place. Alas 1 the ciio'rs of a favourite, unacquainted 
“ with government, often endanger the very exiftence of his 
“ mailer. AVhen foitune fionns on any one, he is fure to do 
“ that which he fliould not.” After faying this.r he immediately 
quitted the guaid-room, collefled his followers, andi moved his 
tents and effefts to the quaiter of the prince Moiz ad Dien, where 
he thought his fervices more likely to anfwer Ins own interell. 

I <j I » 1 

The camp vvas fo difj'ofed, that the' tents of .the. emperor weie 
pitched along one bank 'of the river, 'and. on the other oppolite, 
thofe of the punce Azeem Oolhawn, 'at' a ■confiderable diflance 
from the ' city. The thiee othei -princes' were encamped nearer to 
it, but Moiz ad Dien almoft clofe to the walls, -and .the greatell 
part ‘of his train occupied the houfesiof 'the'nearcfl llreets. .The 
influence, riches and power of Azeem Oolhawn, had dong railed 
againft him the enmity and jeaiouly of his bretliren, who had,(for 
their general fafety, formed a compaft to fupport each other.- 
The ameei al amra had formerly been difgulled at Azeem Oolhawn, 
for preferring-to himfelf, the k'hankhanan.and MahabutKIian , from 
■ivhich rime 'he had com ted alternately Ruffeh Oofliawn and Jehaun 
Shaw. On this oCcafion, he fwore to affift the thiee brotheis in 
effeaing the deftruaihn of Azeem Oofliawn, and make an equal 
idiVifion of.the empire-arid loyal treafuresiamong them. 

1 1 ' j . wtb , 1 uj 1) . ' ' ii 

Azeem Oofliawn, already in ipolfefiion of) the Imperial camp, 
tieafury and jewels, had alfo a vaft treafme of his own. Moll of 
the principal noblemen had joined him. with their followeis i alfo 

•J 0 > 

> Lahore, moated on the over Ratvec, about aoo m.Ies N. of Dhcly. , , 
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tlie royai artillery. ’He had, b'efides, a very cohfiderahle army in 
Ills own pay 5 fo that liis brothers, though all leagued againft him; 
would- have formed but a weak enemy, . if he had immediately at- 
tacked them. But he adled ' other wife : he encamped on the, plain, 
keeping the river to his rear, and began to throw up works to 
defend himfelf, infcead of courting 'a general adiion. Probably 
this proceeded from tendernefs to his , brothers, v/ho he thought 
would in a few days be deferted by their troops,, for want of pay, 
as they poffehed little or no money ; and that they would either 
willingly acknowledge him emperor, to obtain fettlements, or be 
delivered into his hands by fome of their pretended friends, to gain 
his favour. ■ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

* While he thus flattered himfelf with an eafy conqueft, the three 
brothers, by the advice of the arneer al amra,‘' drew all the artillery 
from the fort of Lahore, and encamped their united forces in one 
line,, making the city their defence to the rear. I happened to be 
encamped near Mahab Lit Khaq,"who immediately, on learning that 
the ameer al amfa had attached himfelf to Moiz adDien, fearing to 
be plunderdl by his troops, loll no tinie in moving, off with his- 
• family and effedls to Azeem Oofhawn, leaving his tents and tem^- 
porary buildings flanding. -No fooner was he gone, than the 
rabble took pofTeffion of his camp, which they fet on fire, and 
levelled in an inftant with the ground. As, on* many accounts, I 
had refolved ta embrace lire fortunes of Azeeiii Oofliawn, I would 
have gone with him 5 but the camp being a Handing one, I had 
n'egledted my tents, parted with my carriages, and eredled tempo- 
rary fheds for my family, fo that ! was obliged' to remain in an 
alarminglituation, almoH alone;-' for four days.' I wiflred to fend 
my women to .my houfe in the city'; but the road to it led through 
the allied armies, where it was probable they .might be infulted or 
plundered. On the fifth’ day, I was eafed of my fears, as a flrong 
' : k- ■ K a ' efcort 
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efcoit came from the piincc Azeem Oofliawn to condufl: to hta 
Shasv-iiowaz Klian, Ilummecd ad Dien Khan, and feme other 
noblemen, vvlio waited for this fecurity to join him. With them I 
reached his camp in fafety, where I happily got pofTeffion of a 
fquai c walled about, but without any covej ing oi fliade : vet even 
this was as a palace at the time, as it feived to proteft my women 
and family. I now paid my rcfpefts to the prince, who received 
me giacioufly, conferred upon me many, favours, and confulted me 
on all important occafions. Pecuniary rewards, and titles far' 
above my ambition, were allotted foi me, and getting ready to 
pafs the feals : at the fame time, orders were difpatched to fummon 
my fon, ' Hoflie-dar Khan, to the prefence, fiom which he had 
been detached fome time before on aflual fervice, with a feleft 
foi’ce j and, to pay him, a large fum of money was fent to me. 
I lefufed it, however, as I had not people to fecure its fafety; and 
requefted alfo, that the rank of five thoufand, and title of Azini 
Khan, which was preparing for me, might not be confirmed, till 
the prince fliould become viftorioiis over his enemies, as I had 
made a vow not to receive them till he fiiould lit unrivalled on the 
thione of empiie. In faft, I peiceived in his weak politics, and 
want of refolution, the decline of his caufe ; and faw the burning 
blafts of fummer haftening to deftioy the feafon of Ipring, as the 
cxpeiienced hulbandman can Judge of his harvefts fiom the changes 
of the atmofphere. 

When Azeem Ooftiawn had intrenched himfelf, and the three 
brothers began tlieir approaches to his works on every fide, his 
operations became highly blaraeable in the eyes of the nobility and 
officers of experience. It appeared to the public, that the fupeiior 
force dreaded the inferior; and that thofe who ought to be tlie 

^ Anglice, Endowed yfub judgment. 
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befiegers; were now the'befieged. Such was the efFe6t, for Azeem' 
Oofhawifs army grew difpirited daily, while /he enemy’s gained 
ardor every hour, at finding that profpedt of fuccefs, of which in 
the beginning they had almoft defpaired. Our foldiers at the 
works, tired wiih conflant watchings and alarms, grew remifs in 
their duty : they firff required unnecefTary affiftance, and at laft 
began to defert their pofts. The Imperial artillery, to whom a 
great fum of money had been given as a bounty, became difobe- 
dient to orders, and even mutinous, in which points they were fol- 
lowed by thofe of the houfhqld. -This behaviour made Azeerrt, 
Oofhawn change His opinion, that he could purchafe vi6fory with 
money only j fo that he opened his treafury but fparingly to, the. 
old or new troops, giving, with much reludance, only one hun- 
dred rupees to each trooper who came to offer fervice with his own ' 
horfe, for which fecurity was alfo demanded. At a .crifis of this 
important nature, but few were tempted to. quit the fervice of their 
old mafters, for a fum but inconfiderable in itfelf, and only attain-, 
able with fuch difficulty. In fhort, the whole camp began to be 
alarmed, and even the boldefl officers to feel a dread of the ill con- 
fequences of being cooped up in unnecefTary entrenchments. A 
cannonade was kept up on both fides for four days, in each of 
which the three brothers gained fome advantage, by advancing their 
ftations nearer to the works of the mifguided Azeem Oofliawn. 

On the fifth day, Azeem, Oofhawn moved from his camp in 
order of battle, and his fon, the prince 'Mahummud Kerreem, 
though commander of the advanced corps," was with him, inftead 
of being^ difpatched in front, agreeably to the ufual difpofition of 
the line. This was ordered, -'left, as the enemy were formed into 
three bodies, one might gain an advantage over him, and another 

I 

' * Anglicc, fevQurcd by Mahummud, 
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intercept his leti'eat to the grand line, before he could receive 
pioper ahiftance. Such was the confufion in forming the troops,; 
„ that the artillery was quite uleleEly dilpoled, and many pieces, de- 
fected by the men, lay overturned on the ground j while fome of 
the cliief officers vveie by their followers left almoil alone, on their 
elephants, befoie the aftion began. Soleyman Khan Afghan firft 
advanced to charge the divifion of Jehaun Shaw, but he was fup- 
ported by fo few of his followcis, that he could effeft nothing, and 
was killed in the onftt, befoie he had leached the enemy’s poft. 
Jehaun Shaw moved fteadily, in flow order, towaids Azeem 
Oofliawn, whofe terrified troops began to fall back from aiound 
him. The mifeondufted, but truly brave prince, ‘when he faw 
his fortune thus unfavourable, though he might have faved himfelf 
by mounting a horfe and flying fiom the field, yet fcoined to owe 
his fecuiity to dithonour, and would not move from his elephant, 
but advanced almoft alone towards Jehaun Shaw. This aftion, 
and fubmitting to be ifacrificed, was one and the fame. His ele- 
phant driver was killed in the inftant, and the few till then remain- 
ing friends to his perlbn deferted him to a man. He received many 
wounds fiom arrows and'fliot, fo that he foon funk down fainting 
upon his feat j while his elephant, without a diiver, and furious 
with pain, ran through the enemy, who purfued him in vain for 
fome hours, and during that time the unfortunate piince died of 
fatigue and lofs of blood '. Sultaun Mahummud Kerreem, his 
fon, in the height of the confufion, threw himfelf> without huit 
from his elephant, and mounthig a horfe bi ought him by an at- 
tendant, efcaped from the field of battle j but only to fuffer, Ihortly 
after, a worfe fate than dying in aftion. 

I 

• Ameen adDienSumbullee ft}’s,hi3 elephant rulhed with him into thcRawec, and 
•was drowned, 
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It happened that, at the beginning of the adlon, the three piinces 
were drawn np nearly oppofile that part of the camp where I 
unfortunately had placed iny family in a wretched fquare, to v\diich 
the enemy -advanced ftill nearer, as the battle raged, and our troops 
began to fly. hlahabut Khan, Plummeed ad Dien, and other 
loj'ds, had in the beginning fent their families acrofs the river to 
places of fafety, which precaution I was prevented from iifing, by 
being attendant on Azeem Oofliawn’s pcj-fon in the line. The 
river was about a rocket’s flight from the fquare inclofure, and 
upon the rout of our line, Khan Zummaun, my friend, advifed 
me, while tlic enemy’s troops were yet employed in fight, to con- 
du6l my women out of danger to the other fide j at tlte fame time 
offering me a boat he had ready for his own fecurity againfl: purfuit, 
and a guard of one hundred and fifty perfons, Ins own followers. 
Accordingly I placed my wife and daughter in two covered, pallc- 
kees, with a fum fomevdiat exceeding ’ four thoufand gold nihors, 
a cafket of jewels, betel plate of gold fet with jewels, and other 
very valuable ornaments belonging to my daughter, defigncd for 
her marriage portion, leaving clothes and every tiling elfe to chance. 
As Providence decreed it, the women’s pallekees had juft arrived at 
a narrow inlet of water, about, an arrow’s flight from the river, 
when Azeem Oofliawn’s elephant, and Mahummud Kerreem’s, 
were running towards it, purfued by the enemy. I was advanced 
a little in front to prepare tiie boat, when fuddenly one of my at- 
tendants cried out, “ Where are you going ? Your honour is 
“ ruined!” I looked behind me, and faw the enemy near my 
-women 5 upon which, in a ftate of furious defpair, I haftened back 
with my grandfon Meer Einaiut Oolla, as Khan Zummaun’s people 
could not reaclnme in lime for my aflifcance. We two had jufi: 
joined the women, , when the ■ rapacious. Moguls -had begun to 


* About-fxx thoufand pounds fteriihg, reckoning the mhor at-fifteen Sicca rupees. 
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plunder; upon which I leaped fiom my horfe, and feizing my wife 
and daugliter by each a hand,-> iiilhed with them into the rivulet up 
to their waifts, and covered the left'of their peifons with a cloth, 
drawing my fword to defend them with my life from further infult : 
and, luckily for my honour, their faces were nolr feen by the eyes 
of a ftranger. The Moguls, more attentive to gain than thedding 
of blood, after plundeiing the pallekees and other carriages of 
everything, even to the coai left outer coverings, rode off in fearch 
of other prey, without attacking me or my attendants, who were hid 
in different bullies and hollows. It was during this confulion, that 
1 faw the prince Mahummud Kerreem jump fiom his elephant, 
mount a feivant's hoife, and elcape. When the alarm was over, 
and fiiends and enemies had palled by, I was joined by ray fervants 
from their various ftielters, and, having replaced my women in 
the pallekees, retuined to my late miferable dwelling, which had 
been alfo'plundeied, even to foot-cloths and carpets. No pillows 
oi feats were left us but the bare giound, and no apparel but that 
drenched in water on our backs; neverthelels, I gave giateful thanks 
to the Almighty for the prelervation of my life and honour, with 
a lincere fervor. With the appioach of night the confufion llack- 
ened, and about nine o’clock all was ovei, and quiet reftored. 1 
then faid to myfelf, “ What is gone, is gone ! ” and, with a calm 
mind, recited one hundred and twenty verfes of the ‘ Mefnavi, be- 
fides an ode applicable to the prelent ftate of affairs. 

The prince Jehaun Shaw, who had taken poffellion of the camp 
of the vanquilhed, in the morning fent covered carriages and other 
necellaries to me, with a gracious meffage, defiring that I would 
come, and pitch my tents near his own. I went accordingly, and 
was introduced to him. He was fitting alone, under a canopy, 

* The Mefnavus a collcdlion of moral poems, bj Molewee Jellal ad Dien Rooim. 
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near hjs private apartments. When he faw me, he exclaimed, in 
a joyful voice, “ Come, ’'AzimKhan, for thy arrival is at a happy 
feafon 1 I was anxious to fee thee.” He then took off the khe- 
laut/wdiich he had put on juft before, and gave it to me, with the 
miinfub of \ftx thoufond, faying, “ I have left one degree of rank 
to confer upon you on the day of my acceflion to a throne.” 
After which he difmifled me in a gracious manner, and I took up 
my ftation near that of Lutfoolla Khan Saduk, his firft minifter. 

Jehaun Shaw, who had gained the vi(5loiy over Azeem Oofliawn, 
judging, from the purity of liis own intentions, that thofe of his 
two brothers and the ameer al amra were equally juft towards him,> 
though fortune had placed all the treafures of the vanquifhed in his- 
power, fcorned to ufe this advantage, contrary to his oath of al- 
liance. He fent the body of Azeem Ooflrawn to Moiz ad Dien ; 
and, when all the plunder of his camp was colledled, delivered the- 
whole without delay into the hands of the ameer al amra, who, 
agreeable to treaty and his own oaths, was to make an impartial' 
divifton' of the provinces and treafures between the brothers. This 
ftridlnefs to his word was the caufe of his ruin. The ameer al amra* 
had privately refolved to feat Moiz ad Dien on the throne without 
a rival, as he was a weak prince, fond of his pleafures, averfe from 
hufinefs, and confequently beft fuited to, the purpofe of a minifter 
ambitious of uncontrouled power. With this view, he, on various 
pretences, delayed making a divilion of the treafure, knowing that 
tlie troops of Jehaun Shaw and Ruffeh Oofliawn were already mu- 
tinoufly clamorous for the payment of their long arrears^ and much 


* Anglice, Noble lord ; the title which Azeem Oofliawn had offered to confer on 
him. _ - , • ^ 

® Seven thoufand was properly the higheft rank pf nobility. In the decline of thp 
empire, rank of eight and ten thoufand was conferred on powerful minifters. 

3 Anglice, God’s mercy, Saduk, Anghce True, was his family name. 
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dlfgufted at being deprivedWthg great plunder they, had expeftel 
fiohi the, camp of Azeem Oofliawn, which had been leizedfrom 
their grafp by the ftrift difdpline and (honour of Jehaun Shaw. 
The ameer al amra, with feeming attachment, vilited the princes 
as ufual, and tin ee days palTed over without their expreffing diftruft 
at his delay but their friends clearly faw his defigns, and warned 
Jehaun Shaw againft his treachery ; offering to prevent their com-, 
pletion, by putting him to death, when he fhould come next to 
pay his relpedts. The honourable and noble-minded prince refuted 
his affent to fuch propofals, faying, “ I cannot confent to fuch 
difhonourable and pet fidious dealing, for which I fliould become 
“ hemoufly guilty in the eyes of God, and amongft'men marked 
" as a traitor and abufer of power. If empire is decreed me, I 
“ fhall attain it without trouble ; but, if not, of what avail is 
treachery, or unjuft fhedding of human blood?” At his next 
Vifif , he ojjenly told the ameer al amra the fufpicions entertained of 
his conduft, faying, “ Even now, perhaps, thy family is'dreading 
that I may be patting thee to death ; which, however politic, I 
“ fcbrn to do by fraud. Rife then, and go in peace to thine own 
•' houle.” The ameer al amra departed with a Ipeed and precipi-' 
tation declaring his guilt. The veil, with which' he had coveied 
his defigns, became no longer of ufe ; but, inftead of feeling gra- 
titude' to Jehaun Shaw for fuffeiing him to live, his enmity in- 
dreafed. He now openly avowed his deftruftion, and his intentions 
to fupport Moiz ad Dien. Though Jehaun Shaw, virtuous and 
religioufly faithful to his word, was generous and juft in this great 
dftion, yet the policy of government will not admit of fuch conduit 
beinc' copied as an example of propiiety. The world is deceitful, 
and cannot be commanded but by deceit. The thief, who Ihould 
wake his fleeping prey, would only bring luin on his own head. 
Virtue and vice being direft oppofites, cannot exift in one dwelling. 
That, the foundation of which is eviCcannot be fuppoited but by 
evil. 1 ( 
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When the ameer al amra had openly refufed to perform his 
agreement, Jehaun Shaw, furious at his behaviour, moved his 
camp oppohte to the treacherous nobleman’s, and prepared to offer 
battle without delay. He had juft now the faireft profpedfc of 
every fuccefs 5 a fine army, attached to his perfon v^ith one mind, 
good artillery, and a great charadter among his own and the ene- 
my’s troops. But — how uncertain is fortune ! This night, by 
permifiion of God, a fire broke out in the artillery camp : all the 
rockets and ftores of ammunition were deftroyed, and our arniy 
rendered in one inftant totally ufelefs. The merit of this important 
mifchief was afterwards claimed by Rajee Khan Maneckporee, who 
faid the fire was purpofely kindled by his fpies, for a large bribe. 
This man was originally of low charadler and little efteem, but for 
tills fervice he was gradually raifed from a poll in the artillery, by 
Moiz ad Dien, to the rank of fix thoufand. Immediately after this 
dreadful accident, Rooftum Dil Khan and Mukhlis Khan haftened 

f' 

to one of the Imperial powder-works, and obtained fome frefii 
' fupplies 5 but the troops, much difpirited with their lofs, now be- 
came clamorous for money, and began to defert in great numbers. 

In fliort, the fpirit of the army was. changed, fo that, excepting 
Lutfoolla Khan, Rooftum Dil Khan, Mukhlis Khan, and a few 
others who remained faithful, all the chiefs forfeited their honours, 
and Jehaun Shaw, plainly perceiving the wavering of his followers, 
thought it moft advifable to prevent worfe confequences, by putting 
all to the hazard of an immediate engagement. The next morning 
at the dawn of day, (being Monday, amio 1124.,) he formed his A.( 
line, and began a cannonade, which was anfwered by the enemy, 
and kept up on both fides till mid-day with equal fuccefs. At 
length the fire of Jehaun Shaw began to flacken, and his troops to 
feparate on various pretences, as want of water, guarding their 
baggage, and the like 5 fo that near half the army defected gradu- 
,ally, in Ipite of the prince’s repeated orders-, to maintain the line. 

_ T 2 Obfei'ving 
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Obllrvlng this, he raifed'a report that the ameer al amra was^ killed 
by a lliot, in confcqiience of which the enemy weie alaimed,,and 
that he flioiild immediately charge them, in, order to improve fo 
favourable an event. As he founded the march of viaory, his 
troops believed him, and returned raoft of them to their pofts. He 
then commanded Janee Khan, Rooftum Dil Khan, and Mukhlis 
Khan, to chaige one flank of the enemy, and Lootfulla Khan and 
others in front, he himfelf heading tliis lafl: divifion. It was now 
about four o’clock, when Jehaun Shaw, without looking behind 
him to fee how he was fuppoited by his troops, advanced on the 
enemy’s center with a fuiious Ipced, where the ameer al araia was 
ftanding with a few followers, to reconnoitre. Moiz ad Dien had 
before retired to lepole in his tents. Rooftiim Dil Khan and other 
chiefs Tufhed through all oppofition to that quarter, gained the 
tents, and plundeied even the ladies of the haram, among whom 
were many belonging to the late emperor. Moiz ad Dien, rouzed 
fiom fleep, without regaiding theii fafety, fled to feek his own, 
undielfed.as he was, with the ameer al amra, who was engaged 
againft Jehaun Shaw in unequal combat, as he had only n itb him 
three or four bundled horfe. At this time Ruffeh Oolhawn, who 
feemingly fuppoited Moiz ad Dien, but was waiting for an oppor- 
tunity to deftroy both him and Jehaun Shaw, appeared in the rear 
of the latter with his whole force.' A coips of Jnfantiy alfo now 
oppofed him in front, not only {topping his charge, but confufing 
his troops ; who, feeing themfelves likely to be furrounded, loft 
« allfpint, and fled to a man on the right and left, leaving him ex- 
pofed alone upon his elephant : and he was foon killed by a raufquet 
lliot. . His fon, ’ Fetkhundeh Akhter, a piince ofrmoft promifing 
bodily and mental accomphfliments, who fat behind him, defeended 
and fought with his fcymetai, till he could ftand no longer, and 
then fell down dead, covered withrwounds. Both the bodies were 
t ’ Anglicc, Of fortunate ftar. 
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carried immediately to the ameer al amra, who ordered' the march 
of vidroiy to be founded. Jehaiin Shaw, heroic, jufl and benevo- 
lent, was all perfed ; but Rill, as Providence oppofed his fortune, 
all his plans turned out dirc6\Iy contrar)’’ to their propofed end, 
and whatfeemed to promife fuccefs, became the caufc of misfortune. 
I\'Icn judge vainly from events, faying, if he had not done fo, thus 
would or could not have happened : but, alas ! in whofc power are 
events ? Our faculties, our ftrength, our thoughts, our friends, 
are all moved by the inftigatlon of Providence: Nothing can Irap- 
pen without a caufe, yet our ruin is often brought on by the very 
caufes wliich had before occafioned our fuccefs ; for God doeth that 
which plcafeth him, and effefteth that wJiich he hath defigned. 


^^^len the day of this fun of royalty had funk in the evening of 
death, there now remained no other rivals than Moiz ad Dien and 
Ruffeh Oofliawn. The latter had the lirmefl reliance on the at- 
tachment and oaths of the ameer al amra, who, during the life of 
the late emperor, had- been fupported by liim in the Rrongell man- 
ner againfl the khankhanan. He alfo liad honoured him, at his 
own requcR, by the appellation of uncle, and ’exchange of turbans 
fo that he now - hoped, as one ibvcrcign feemed to be his. choice, 
that it might reft upon him, in preference to his elder ; brother. 
On this account, he had rcfolvcd’ to wait as a fpectator ' of the 
ftrnggle, till the fall of one of his‘ rivals, and then to rufii upoii 

• ‘I * t t ( ^ ^ ' j 

the furvivor, while fluflied with vi<51:ory, and unguarded agaihft'a 
new enemy. This defign he now communicated to his followers, 
and dehred them to fupport’lnm' in an 'immediate .attack on Moiz 
ad Dien 5 but they would, nof eonfent, / either 'through fear or 
treachery,' pretending that the'dawri of morning was more ¥avour- 


* The exchange of turbans, among thedrienfals, Is .the moft facred-pledge of friend- 
Slip, apy breach of.xt, after fuch ceremony, regarded. .yvith hprror,- 

2 " -^ble 
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able .than the piefant.inftantsrfo-tliat the prince waai'ofeligcd to 
flop; nna^wak their plenfure.. He 'fpent the night undei aim-, 
.with ileeplefsriinpqtieiiEe for, the aefhflt of da>; 'bytlfome/of his 
falfe advifcrs[ cdirimunicatcdihis plan to -the ameer al aitiraj' and 
piomifcd to lafiift in the deftruftian 'of their patron. ! 

' t ' ill i Hi)'., J'l It ril.'li ■ . 

Juft as the rnoining was beginning to appear,, RnfFeh Ooftiavvn 
advanced filentIy,..towai^3j the enemy^, hoping [to jniprize' them ; 



towards the quarter of Moiz.ad Dien.^which loufed his lleeping 
fioops. -The alarm was immediately founded, and the enemy’s 
cannon foon began to play furioufly. Who now would ftand to 
fiipjort Ruffeh Oolhawn ? , Jlie greatell number of his follovveis 
fled in confufipn to the right and deft, t while Bpdduklhee, a chief 
in whom he had repofed the greateft confidence, and whom he had 
laved from being put to death by his father,^ whom he had raifed 
to honours, and lupported with a liberality unbounded, having 
privately agreed with the ameer al amra, ungratefully turned his 
aimsagainft him at this inftant. , The unhappy prince was , in a 
Ihort time left alone, furiounded byhis enemies on every fide; but 
truly brave and Ipirited, regarding the honour and reputation of 
the family of Timur, notwithflanding his, delicacy and feeming 
effeminate foftnefs, he threw himfelf from his elephant, and, draw- 
ing the fabre of glory from the fcabbard of honour, fought fingly 
on foot againft thoufands of affailants. But what could he effeft, 
more than fell one life at the expence of many,? He was foon 
hewed down with repeated wounds, and refigned his bieath to him 
-who gave it. ‘ May, the Almighty lljew mercy to his foul ! We are 
.from God, and to him we muft return. 

Such courage, I muft with juftice remark, never appeared among 
vthe defeendants of Timur, as Ihewii by the offspring of ‘Aulumgeer; 
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nor do the various hiflorics I have read, record the like gallant op- 
pofition of n prince fingly ngainfl numbers. True valour is proved 
in tlic extremity of danger *, hut it is cafy to afllunc the appearance 
of courage in the clay of iafety. 

Moiz ad Dien Jdiaundar Sliaw, hy the aflidtmcc of Providence 
alone, now founded the inarcli of vidlory and unrivalled empire. 
He permit led the mangled bodies of Iiis martyred and more worthy 
brothers to be kept three days on the field of battle, expofed to 
public view. Tliey were afterwards conveyed to Dhcly, and interred 
v/ithoiit ceremony or j)omp, in tlic maufolcum of the emperor 
Plumaioon, the general receptacle of the murdered princes of the 
Imperial family. The maufolcums which they had crcdlcd for 
thcmfclvcs, near the tombs of their favourite faints, of marble, 
jafper, and other rich floncs, were bcAowed on the minions of 
Lall Koor, a public dancer, and miflrcfs to the wcakjcliaundar 
Shaw. 


Be it known (o thofe of enlightened undcrflandings, and to the 
acquainted with the ufages of the world, that if, in the relation of 
tJie afhfirs of my liege and hereditary lord, the emperor Moiz ad 
Dicn Jehaundar Shaw, feme obfervations and cxprcflions fliould 
efcape my pen, contrary to rcrpc*5t, and tlie examples of the hifto- 
riographers of princes, they will not proceed from difaffcflion or 
a prejudiced mind. I knov/ they arc improper from the pen of a 
fervant, and God forgive me 1 but by them I mean no difaffeflion 
to his perfon, or difrefpe^- to the family of Timur 5 no vent of my, 
own fpleen j no view to flatter a fucceflbr, by difparaging liis rivah. 
nor malicious abufc for the ncgleft or difappojntment I may have 
fuffered during this reign. I fwear by God, and God is a facred 
witnefler of oaths, that I loved him as my ‘fovereign j but, as it 
was incumbent on me to record the actions of the reigning prince, 
good or bad, wife, or foolilh, in public and ^pJLivate,^' if they were,, ^ 

, . , _ . * ^ without 


\. 
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wlfhoutone exceptbnjcall-JunwoTthyi-rvvhafica'nrl fay.'ias aTaithfuh 
vviiter..? 'ilr be.Tememb'ered/ fthat:-! \yras!)nourI[hed';for, fifty ; 
years under th&bcni^ant ffiadow'.ofi.the greatrahd gloriousempeiiorf 
Aulumgeer. How fad the alteratiofi.ru’owbeheld!' ..'.‘Of this marii t 
this \ 
tfie' V 



t^rms'paint'the difgraceS 
tiidy iuifefe'd' by ’^lis''aK.efllOlV?V^^' liad'belield' .lihbh'the throne afi 


tiic'y fuffered' liy ’^lis''aK.efllOlV?V^^' liad'belield' .lijibh'the throne aft 
expreffion operates iii'advice: the friends td 
the ■' Imaums,’ "from the"ardor 'of -their loyalty to the 'hotife' of aIl' 
hdigliteW^d'^tiieir^'fiyie," 'and ‘^repfeientcd' i,?ith all the ' eloquence' ' of. 
zcfil (fer'wHlcfftliey'h'avi' fiedn'eVet''pyaifed by^gobil'mehyihartlife!! 

‘*-U'A~hr7nrA ‘ ‘ 


friends ! 


/■'■Wlieh ' Jehauiida''r •.Shaw'; By ■'the 'iritfigues and* iuppbrt of'th6 
ameer af anira Zoolfeccar Khan;, ' had triumphed over his] three' 
'and afcthded theAtaoiit.'of e-tapwe viltkowt' the feat oc, 
dfeahofa competitor, -elf 'the'cu'ftbmsyf time' were' changed; 'He' 
was'i'li 'hirafelfa-vveah fitan.'eiftniina'tHy carefuybf his*perf6n, fo^ 
of eafe, indpleritj“'and’ totally ighofant'^bf the'arts of 'government; 
He had alfo blemilhes and low’vices unworthy of royalty, and uh-' 
known among his' illuftrious aiiceftbrs.' He made the v'aft empire' 
of •Hiridoftan' an- offering to the fo'olilli whimdof a’public couitezari;' 
■which tortured' the'minds*'pf ''wofthy-'fubjefts'loy'a! t'o ‘his family';' 
The relations, friends ahd’minions’of'the mi'ftrefs'/ iilurpcd'ablblu'fe' 


• The two chief Imaums were the.fons of Ali, by the daughter of.Mahummud,. 
and were iput to death by the caliph Maweeah, one, by poifon, and the other in battle, 
•with'all tiieir children except one, 'from whom aefcMded the other ten Imaums, and 
the' race of 'Syedsj fo highly-rkpeadd'among the Mahummedans.'. " ^ 
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autliority in the ftate ; and high offices, great titles, and unreafon- 
able grants from the Imperial domains, were fliowered profufely 
on beggarly muficians. ’Two corores of rupees annually were 
fettled for the houfliold expenccs of the milfrefs only, exclufive of 
her cloaths and jewels. The emperor frequently rode with her in 
a chariot through the markets, where they purchafed, agreeable to 
whim, fometimes jewels, gold, filks, and fine linen ; at others, 
greens, fruits, and the mofi: trifling articles. A woman named 
=^Zohera, keeper of a grcen-fiall, one of Lall Koor’s pajticular 
friends, was promoted to a high rank, with a fuitablc jaghire, and 

✓ ' 

* About two millions ftedinjr. 

•mi 

* The cclcbnitcd Nizam al Mullulc, who at tliis time lived a very retired life at 
Dhcly, was one day paffing in a pallekcc, with only a few attendants, when, in a 
narrow ftrect, he was met by Zoliera, who was riding on an elephant, with a great 
train of fervnnts. The nizam endeavoured to get out of the way ^ but, notwithltand- 
ing this, Zohera’s fervants were infolcnt to his attendants, and, as jQie pafled by, flic 
exclaimed, “ Are you the fon of the blind man ? ” This enraged the nizam, who 
commanded his people to pull her from her elephant ; which they did, with rudenefs. 
She complained to the miftrefsj who prevailed on the weak Jehaundar to take notice 
■of it, and command Zoolfcccar Khan to punifti the nizam. The nizam had fufpcdled 
this to happen, and had informed the miniflcr .of the affair. When Jehaundar Shaw 
fpoke to him, he tvas anfwered, that, to punifli the nizam for having correded an 
infolent upftart, would enrage all the nobility, who would confider the honour of the 
order as hurt by any affront to the nizam. Jehaundar, upon this, did not enforce his 
-commands. 

Upon Jehaundar Shaw’s promoting one of his miftrefs’s relations, a mufician, to a 
high rank, Zoolfeccar Khan, ameer al amra, out of fneer, demanded of the new-made 
lord, as a fee Jor putting his feal of office to the patent, one thoufand fmall tabors. 
The mufician^complained to Lall Koor, his patronefs, of the Indignity offered him ; 
and {he told the emperor, infifting that he fliould reprimand the ameer al amra. Je- 
haundar Shaw accordingly reproached the, miniffer, who ironically replied, that, as 
mufic was the beft recommendation with his maje'fty for promotion, he had afked the 
tabors to deliver out to perfons of family, that they might, by praftifing upon them, 
■qualify themfelves for high office, and fucceed as well as their inferiors, the muficians.' 
Jehaundar Shaw felt the force of the fatire, and, being afraid of his miniffer, tyithdrew 
■ the .patent, . _ . . , . ^ 

her 
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her relations exalted to the emperor’s favonr, which they’ufed to 
piomote the inteiefts of the courtieis, for large bribes : nor did the 
nobility decline their pationage, bht forgetting their honour, and 
lactificing decency to the pielent advantage, eageily flocked to pay 
ndotation to the royal idols, whofe gates were more crowded with 
equipages in general than thofe of the Imperial palace, fo that to 
pafs thiough the ftieet \vhere they refided was a matter of difficulty, 
by lealbn of the throng. ^’To do'them juftice, many of them had 
genet ous minds, and pet formed various good aftions in the ufe of 
th'eii 'influence at court. The lidiculoUs jaunts of the emperor and 
his mifliels at laft grew to fuch a pitch, that on a certain night, 
after fpending the day in debauchery, and vifiting diffeient gardens 
near the city, in company with Zohera the herb-woman, they re- 
tired to the houfe of one of her acquaintance who fold fpirits, with 
which they all became intoxicated. After rewarding the woman 
with a laige fum, and the grant of a 'village, they returned in a 
di unken plight to the palace, and all thiee fell afleep on the load. 
On tlieir atrival, Lall Koor was taken out by her women j but the 

emperor lemained'fleeping in the chariot, and the drivei, who had 
fliared in the jollity of his royal roaftei, without examining the 
machine, canied it to the ftables. The officers of the palace, after 
waiting till near morning foi his arrival, on fnding that the 
miftiefs had enteied her apaitments without the emperor, were 
mlaimed for his fafety, and fent to her to enquire concerning his 
fituation. She defired them immediately to examine the coach, 
where they found the wretched piince fall afleep in the arms of 
Zohera, at the diftance of nearly two miles from the palace. This 
fcandalous event afforded matter of offence to all good fubjcfts, 
but of'miith and laughter to the weak Jehaundai and his abandoned 
favomites. He after this ftill more expofed his vices to the public, 
often, as he paffed through the llieets, feizmg the wives and daugh- 
ters of the lower tiadefmen. Once a week, according to the vulgar 
1 fuperftition. 
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fuperRItion, he bathed with Lall Koor, concealed only by a hngle 
cloth, in the fountain of the' ‘ Lamp of 'Dhely, in hopes 'that this 
ceremony would promote pregnancy. Happy was the day in which 
he was bathed in his owai blood I The miftrefs had the infolence 
to abufe the princefs = Zebe al Niffa, daughter of the emperor 
Aulumgeer, and aunt to Jehaundar Shaw, with expreffions fo vile 
as were unbecoming the mcaneft peiTon. This .princefs had ne- 
glefted to pay compliments to her, which flie received from other 
ladies of rank, and Lall Koor, enraged at this, teized the emperor 
to reprove his aunt, and oblige her to fliew attention towards her’; 
but all was vain. _ However, he fo far complied with her unrea- 
fonable entreaties, tliat he left off viliting the princefs, and declined 
going to an entertainment flie had prepared for him, without in- 
viting Lall Koor. How fliaU'I relate all his follies ? The above- 
mentioned are fufficient to flievv the fad changes of affairs, public 
and private. His other indecencies are too unworthy of record to 
relate. 

The ameer al amra, Zoolfeccar Khan, feater, nay even creator 
of emperors, with fuch. an' image of humanity in his hands, be- 
came abfolute, and fo proud, that ^ Pharaoh and' Shudad could not 
have obtained admiflion to his threfliold.’ He fludied to ruin 
the" moft ancient families, inventing pretences to put them to death, 
or difgrace them, that he might plunder their poffe^flions. Unhappy 
was the perfon he fufpefted to be rich, as wealth and vexatious 
accufations always accompanied each other. He eftabliflied fuch 
exaflions and abufes-as lio prior age had beheld, and by which now 
he is alone remembered. He took enormous emoluments and re- 
venues for himfelf, while he difpofed of money to' others . with k 

y' 

. i 

-* A celebrated fakeer fo entitled. 

' ^ Anglice, Ornament of the fex. 

^ Pharaoh,' and a king of Yemmutn, or- Arabia Felix; 
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liand fo Iparing, that even this o’wn creatures > felt fevere'poverty 
with empty titles, for he never allowed jaghires to any. The 
minds of liigh and low, rich and poor, near or diftant, friends or 
.ftrangcis, were turned againft him, and wiflied his deftiuftion. 
Hindoos and Muffulmans agreed in praying to Heaven for the fall 
of his poH ei , night and day. Often does the midnight figh of the 
widow ruin the riches of an bundled years. i 

Kokultalli Khan, fofter- brother to the emperor, and brought up 
with him fiom his childhood, was honoured with the title of Khan 
Jeliaun. His wife, daughter, and whole family, alfo poflefled gieat 
influence with the emperor, and claimed from him performance of 
a promife he had made to them of the vizurut. At the fame time, 
they and theii adherents i combined to work the overthrow of the 
ameer al arara. With this view, all their relations and dependants 
weie raifed to high rank; and a gieat number of the nobility, dif- 
trefled by the pride and rapacity of Zoolfeccar Khan, joined their 
party. They infinuated to the empeior, that the ameer al amra 
entertained defigns too ambitious for a fubjeit, to attain which he 
would dare to ftied the blood of princes , that he had already deter- 
mined on a revolution, and eitliei to feize the throne for himfelf, 
or, if he found that too dangerous,’ to beftotv it on 'Ali Tibbar, 
or another of the confined princes, moie favourable to liis will 
than his' majelty. 

■- The weak Jehaundar, unendowed with the leafl: judgment or cou- 
rage, was alaimed almoft to madnefs with the frightful pifture of 
his own fituation ; but he had not firmnefs to oppofe the dieadcd 
evils, nor fenfe to keep his fears feciet. The intrigues of Kokul- 
taftl Khan foon became evident to the whole couit, and only feiwed 
to awaken the vigilance of the ameer al amra, who took meafures 

' The only fumVing ton of Azim SbaiV, fon'of the emperor Aurungzebc. 
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for Ills own fafety, by removing his enemies. Roollum Dil Khan, 
Mukhlis Khan, and fome others, were put to death, and a great 
number of the nobility laid under confinement on various pretences. 
The family of the late ’ khankhanan was reduced fo low as to want 
the common necefTaries of life. In fliort, the difpofition of the 
ameer al amra changed altogether from gentlenefs to the higheft 
pitch of tyranny, fo that he now punifhed with cruelty the perfons 
who had years before knowingly, or otherwife, given him the 
flighteft caufes of offence. I, who had differed with him in opi- 
nions during the life of Bedar Bukht, and frequently warned the 
late emperor againft his afpiring views, had alfo been the friend 
and confidant of his mortal enemy the khankhanan, and of a diffe- 
rent party in the late ifruggle, had not a hope of efcaping from his 
hands, or thofe of Jehaundar Shaw, who had commanded me to 
be fearched for, and put to death. Thinking it in vain to attempt 
concealment in Lahore, I had written the following veifes, and 
fent them to him by my grandfon,. Meer Einaiut Oolla, who was 
much in his favour. 

‘‘ My ancelfors were attached to * Ali without views of gain. I 
“ am of the family of Ali j thou art the ^Zoolfeccar of "^Plyder. 

Remember, I have no chief but thee. I repent of my faults in 
“ fome degree, and am come afliamed to thy tribunal. Though I 
^ “ am meaner 'than words can exprefs, yet I am of the ^ family of 
“ which thou art head. Thou art now the guardian of our ho- 
‘‘ nour : look not at me, but upon our mutual anceftors.” 


* The celebrated Monauim Khan. ' 

* The fon-in-law of M'ohammud. Here it means Azeem al Shawm 
^ A two-bladed Avord of All’s. 

^ A title given to Ali. 

5 A fyed, or defeendant from the prophet’s daughter Fatima, by Ali. 
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At firil Tic did not trouble liimfelf to open the paper, upon which 
I fent a fecond time, when he perufcd it with attention, and defired 
the meflcnger to call me to him ; but I did not comply with his 
invitation, to which I anfwered, that he had prevailed with pro- 
mifes of fafety on many to vifit him, and afterwards confined or 
put them to death j that if fuch \vas his defign towards me, there 
■ was no oc'cafion to ufe art, as I would of my. own accord put on 
my fltroud, and come prepared for the worft before him. To this 
he anfwered, by folemii oaths, that he meant no injury towards 
■me; fo that I was.fitisfied, and went to vifit him without dread. 
He icceived me in his private apartment, to which I was admitted 
armed, as ufual, and he rofe from his mufnud to falute me, be- 
having every way with much kindnefs, and more than I expefted ; 
after which he difmiliy me, with -aflurances of protedlion. He 
the fame day afked the emperor’s pardon for me. which was imme- 
diately paired ; but his majefly obferved, that though he forgave,’ 
he would not on any account employ me in bis fervice. The 
ameer al amra too made me promile, that I would not accept of 
any office ,in the Rate, othervvite than through his patronage. I 
complied with his delire without regret, as, independent of 'the 
obligations I owed to him, there was no temptation left to court 
employment in a Rate which had in faft no head ; for the miniftry 
was a colleflion of petty tyrants, and abufers of power. 

During the nine months in which Jehaundar Shaw, like an' 
embryo, lay in the womb of empire, I did not attempt to procure 
an office, but lived in perfeR letirement, except. that I now and 
then unavoidably paid a vifit to the ameer al amra, who would fre- 
quently alk my advice in public affairs, which 1 gave him to the 
extent of my underflanding. 

In the height of this power and authority, (while the '.claim- of 

I am, and no one elfe, was gaining flrength,) all at once a report was 
c ' o heard 
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heard that the prince Ferokhfere, fon to the' martyred Azeem 
Oofliawn; had marched from Bengal towards Bahar, intending to 
revenge his father’s death, and feize the throne. Jehaundar Shaw 
and the ameer al amra, though they feigned to dilbelieve the intel- 
ligence, and defpife the attempt, yet in their hearts were ftruck 
with dread. Great numbers of the Imperial fervants wifhed fecretly 
for the fuccefs of the rebellion. While the ameer al amra was for- 
tunate, he faw affairs in a proper light : while at Lahore, he had 
repeatedly advifed Jehaundar Shaw not to remain more than a week 
in Dhely, but to proceed to Agra, and, if mecefTary, to the eaffern 
provinces, as the dread of his power would not be impreffed fully 
in the breafts of his fubj e6ls, while Ferokhfere refufed to pay alle- 
giance. Jehaundar Shaw, on his arrival at Dhely, fafcinated by 
, the various luxuries it afforded, forgot the advice of his miniffer, 
and chofe to remain, indulging himfelf in low pleafures, moving 
only from palace to palace, and garden to gai'den. Kokultafli Khan 
and his party perfuaded him that the ameer al amra had excited 
this rebellion, and engaged privately with Ferokhfere, to whom he 
would driver his majefty a prifoner, fhould he prevail on him- to 
“ march from the capital. Thefe ideas ferved to increafe the fears of 
the weak Jehaundar Shaw. Fie would often exclaim, “ I did not 
kill Azeem Oofhawn : it was the ameer al amra, who muff now 
go and anfwer the claims of his fon, for fatisfadtion. ’Vv^hat 
“ have I to do with the bufinefs ?” The other plans ,of an em- 
-peror, who was thus overcome by fear, may eafily be gueffed, and 
need no explanation. The ameer al amra, offended at the diffruffs 
of his mafter, did not* attend as he ought -to bufinefs, but employed 
his time alfo in pleafure, and forwarding his own immediate in- 
tereft. 

Syed AbdoollaKhan Bareah, and his brother Houflein AliKhan, 
had gained great honour by their behaviour in the fervice of Azim 

r ' Shaw, 
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Shaw, after whofe death they had attached themfelves to Azeetn 
Oofhawn, by whom they weie honoured, the former .with the 
government of Allahabad/ and the latter of the province of Bahat, 
Dining the late contefts foi the empiie, theythad, for their own 
fafety and that of the countiy, expended, without orders, coiifi- 
deiable fums of the Impeiialievenues in the maintenance of extra- 
ordinaiy tioops, which had offended Jehaundar Shaw. On his 
accelllon to the throne, he appointed Rajee Khan Maneckporee to 
the government of Allahabad, who lent one of his relations, with 
a confiderable foice, to take pofleffioit; but he was oppofed, de- 
feated, and diiv'cn back by Abdoolla Khan. Ferokhfere's rebellion 
juft then aiifmg, the ameer al anna thought it advifable to dilpatch 
,an Impeiial fiimaun, approving Abdoolla Khan’s conduft, and 
confiiming him in his goveinment, difclalming alfo any alfent to 
the attempts to lemove him. Abdoolla Khan pretended gratitude 
and obedience for the loyal favours, in ordei to avoid farther 
trouble from the court, but which he had refolved to ferve no 
longer than he found neceflary. When Ferokhfere arrived in Bahar, 
he was immediately joined by Syed Houffein Ali Khan, who was 
faitlifully attached to him, as the fon of his patron Azeem Oolhawn. 
The court of Dhely weakly imagined, that Abdoolla Khan would 
flop the progrefs of the piince at Allahabad. Firmauns of encou- 
ragement, an'd'great piomifes, were difpatched to purchafe his 
loyalty, inftead of armies to fecuie it. While the rebellion was 
daily gathering foice, the emperor’s minifters, divided againft each 
other', weie undeteimined how to aft. Kokultafh Khan refuted to 
take the command of an aimy, if the ameer al amra remained at 
Dhely, pretending that the emperor was not fafe in his hands , and 
the latter did not think it propei to quit the couit, where, in his 
abfence, fuch a dangeions rival muft poflefs the whole power. 
Jehaundar Shaw did not dare to think, much lefs to fix, whom he 
ihould entruft with the command of the army •, for fo great was 
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ills fear, that one day, v^fheii the daughter of Kokultafli Khan, 
prefuming on her familiarity^ infifled that her father fliould be 
declared vizier, and the ameer al amra be fent from Dhely, he 
replied with terror, “ Hold your peace, or ' he will put us all to 
‘‘ death in an iiiftant.” 

At laft it was refolved that ' Aiz ad Dieii, eldefl fon of Jehaundar 
Shaw, fliould march at the head of an army againft 'the rebels, 
under the tutelage of Khaja Houffein, Khan Downan, fon-in-lavV 
to Kokultafli Khan, a weak man, who never, unlefs in dreams, 
had feen a fliot fired. The troops who marched with him did not 
amount to fix thoufand, though there were among the officers 
many ameers of the -highefl; rank. On his arrival at Agra, he was 
joined by lauts, Rajapootes, and great numbers of other rabble? 
alfo many Fojedaurs, who covered ground, but were no better 
-than droves of cattle to devour provifions however, he had with 
him a fine train of artillery. From Agra, Aiz ad Dien marched 
without delay to ’Etawa, and from thence to '^Cudjwa, where 
Ferokhfere had arrived with the two Syeds, and near feventy thou- 
fand horfe and foot, moftly adventurers, who ferved from the hope 
of benefiting themfelves by a revolution. 

The two camps being thus near, on the 29th of^ Showal, early 
in the morning, Syed Abdoolla Khan and others advanced to re- 
connoitre the enemyV pofition.- This brought on a fldrmifh, and 
>^afterwards a cannonade on both fides, which continued till night, 
without much execution? but Khan Dowran, aperfe6t ftranger-to 


- * Meaning the ameer al amra. , ' . 

^ Elder brother of the late, and uncle to the prefent emperor. ^ : 

^ A large town on the Jumna, thirty cofs to the eaftward of Agra. 

'*■ A confiderable town in the diftriil of Kora, where Aurungzebe and Sultan Shujah 
formerly engaged, 
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war,' was much alaimed at the dangers of his new profeffion. He 
thought he Ihould do tlic Rate moft fervice by faving the prince 
from (as lie conceived) inevitable deftruftion. Accordingly, un- 
known to his officers, about midnight he fled with him 'in a wo- 
man’s coveicd pallekee, flopping not till he arrived at Agra, fiom 
whence he difpatched to court accounts of his gallant fervice, and 
zealous care of the heir-appaient. The officers of his army, in 
the morning, finding their chief had fled, laid afide all thoughts of 
reliflance, and each piovided for his own Jafety. Moft went over 
to the fervice of Feiokhfeie, and the remainder returned precipi- 
tately towards Agia. Syed Abddolla Khan would not allow them 
to be purfued, and, what has often perplexed my underftanding to 
account for, advifed Ferokhfere to halt fome time.in the camp of 
the fugitives, inftead of following his fuccefs with rapidity. The 
news of the defeat reaching Dhely, threw the court into fuch con- 
fufion, that no other plan was at firft refolved on, ithan. to wait the 
enemy’s approach in the vicinity of the city, and hazard all in one 
engagement, as it was expefled time would not allow of more 
diftant operations. Accordingly, Rajee Khan was ordered with the 
Imperial artillery to ' Feridabad, where giound was chofen for the 
general camp, and preparations made for the emperor’s march. 

As foon as it became known that Ferokhfere had not advanced 
beyond the field of battle, Jehairndar Shaw altered his refolution 
of remaining at Dhely, and began his march towards Agra. On 
his arrival there, the ameer al 'amra opened the royal treafures, . 
whieh had been for ages’laid'up, dilpofrng of money, jewels, plate, 
and valuable effbas, to the amount of two corores of rupees, among 
the troops, who now werefeventy thoufand horfe, and foot without 
numberr'Moft of them too were veteran foldiers, but little afibacd 

About three cofs from the city, ^ i 

‘ to 
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' to the royal caufe, as they had experienced flights in the days of 
peace, and knew this profufe bounty to proceed only .from the 
' neceffity of the times. The Imperial army encamped at firfl: near 
the gardens of Dehera ; but, upon intelligence arriving that 
Ferokhfere had .advanced to Eatimadpore, near the river, intending 
to crofs, it was thought advifable to move. along the oppoflte bank 
to prevent him. Both armies remained a week thus, in light of 
each other ; and people of judgment decided, in their own minds, 

- . " that vidtory would be to that prince who Ihould flrfl: crofs and 
attack his rival. 

On the night of the 13th of Zeekaud, intelligence was received a.i 
that the Syeds had, by a countermarch of twenty miles, gained the 
ford of Gaow Ghaut, and crofled the river 'with their a,dvanced 
corps and. all the artillery,; alfo that Ferokhfere, With his whole 
• army, intended to follow the next day. I was prefent when this 
news was brought to the ameer al arara, who, on hearing it, was 
vilibly affedled and alarmed, as were all the nobility then prefent in 
his train. Orders of march were iflued for the next morning, to 
meet the enemy, whofe camp was, by the late manoeuvre, removed 
ten cofs diftant. Jehaundar Shaw moved accordingly, but halted* 
before he had light of the enemy, encamping on the broken ground 
and hollow ways on the banks of the Jumna. This dilpirited the 
troops, who judged that their geiiefals had chofen a ftrong pofition, 
more from fear of a fudden attack,^ than proper caution and judg- 
ment of the ground. The. next morning, hov/ever, the Imperial 
army continued the march to Secundra, and the day after to Gaow 
Ghaut, where the enemy’s troops were 'Rill crofling, and Ferokhfere 
had not as yet come to this lide. The. ameer al amra, with a 
number of nobility, advanced in front to reconnoitre the pofition of 
the enemy, . as did alfo the emperor, when he arrived with the main 
army. Tlie Syeds, nptwithllanding their inferior force, drew up 

N 2 ' , to 
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to leccive ttiem, but the ameer al amra chofe to defer taking advan- 
tage of his j>refeht lituatioii, as it was now late in the afternoon, 
and the fall of night, duiingan aftion, would create much confu- 
lion and diforder. With this idea, he chofe to encamp on the banks 
of a rivulet which ran between him and the enemy. 

Early in the morning of the next day, which began with heavy 
clouds and tain, I went to vifit the ameer al ami a, who was juft? 
come from the empetoi s tents, and prepaiing to take fome refielli- 
ment 5 upon which, I afked my diftniftion, and returned to my 
own tents, intending to fteep. By this time the clouds had dif- 
perfed, and the fun Ihone Veiy blight. A little after mid-day, I 
was alarmed by the drums beating to arms, and a confufed noife, 
when running to my dooi, I faw the ameer al ami a mounting his 
elephant with great hafte, and undrelTed j upon which I got ready 
my attendants, about forty perfons, and followed him with all 
poffible fpeed. Upon my arrival, he -was ftanding upon elevated 
ground, looking round him. I aJked what had caufed the .alarm, 
when he replied, that the enemy ivere drawing out their line, feem- 
ingly with intentions to cannonade. Our troops now haftened to 
form, the ameer al amra in fiont, and upon his tight Kokultafli 
Khan. In the center flood the emperor, Jehaundar Shaw, attended 
byjRajee Khan, with the loyal 'artillery. To the left were the 
troops of Moituzza Khan Bukflii, and many othei amras. The 
enemy’s army advanced flowly till within leach of cannon-fliot, 
when they played upon us with their aitillery and lockets, which 
were anfwered with great fmy by Rajee Khan. Every one knows 
that, after an engagement is once begun, it is impoffible for a 
Angle perfon to fee more of the operations than thofe on the im- 
mediate fpot of his own poft; how then can I fay, I diftinaiy 
viewed every change of two lines covering ground of miles in ex- 
tent ? An author once read to Aurungzebe a long account of one 
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of his battles with Dara Shehkoli. The emperor obferved at the 
coiiGlufion, that he mnft certainly have been upon a high moun- 
tain during the engagement, .which he had feen fo minutely, as he^ 
himfelf, though commanding the line, and. mounted on an elephant, 
did not perceive one-third of the pajticulars he had defcribed. In 
fliort, I diall only relate what I faw. After a cannonade of fome 
time,- I faw two bodies from the enemy’s line charge our’s, one^ 
Nvith a red, and the other with a green ftandard. The former was- 
the corps of Raja Jubbeeleh Ram, and the latter of Syed HoulTein 
Ali Khan. Obferving that our. right flank was much expofed, I- 
remarked it to the ameer al amra, who immediately difpatched 
orders for Abdul Summud Khan to. move with the miftrefs’s troops 
to that quarter. The fuR body of the enemy charged , diredlly on 
Kokultafli Khan, and the other pufliing through: the line of our 
- -artillery, which was deferted as it approached, .attacked tlie centerj 
in which was Jehaundar Shaw. Our troops fell back upon the 
' camp, and great confufion took, place, as the men, .elephants: and 
horfes, became entangled among the ropes of .tents, carriages and 
baggage. Numbers bed, but the ’ ameer al amra remained firm, 
and the enemy was kept long at a Rand by his gallantry and .Readi- 
nefs j but he was ill-fuppo.rted, though Syed Houflein Ali Khan 
fell wounded in the field, and Jubbeeleh Ram was not more fuc« 
ccfsfill in his charge, on Kokultafh Khan. It was now about five 
o’clock, when affairs were . thus doubtful; but juft then Syed 
Abdoolla Khan, with a great body, charged Jehaundar Shaw, wbo 
Rood with his troops, already alarmed, fome diftance- in the rear 
of the, ameer . al arnra. They fcarce waited to be ..attacked, ‘ but 
broke their line, and Red in confufion pn all fides, . while the wo- 
men’s elephants, thofe of the’ jewel oifice and treafury, ran here 
and there, carrying diford er along with them , J ehaundar Shaw 
haftily joined the corps of Kokultafli ; Khan, and v/as purfued by 
the. enemy, who thus . forced him between two fires, Ferokhfere .■ 

_ ■ having; 
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liavingnow come to the affiftanceof Jubbeeleh Ram, who liad re- 
newcd the attack in fiont. Kokultafli Klian was killed after a 
Ihort ftruggle, his troops dlfpeifed, and Jehaundar Shaw difap- 
pcaied from his elephant. This made the tout geneial, and only 
the ameer al amra kept his ground. When he could hear no tidings 
df the emperor, and it became daik, he retired flovUy to Shaw 
Gunge, near the city, where he lemaincd till midnight, difpatching 
rneffengeis on all fides in fearch of his fovercign, with the hopes, 
if he could be found,' of rallying the troops, and making one more 
effort the next day 5 but all in vain. 'Jehaundar Shaw could not be 
found i upon which he thought proper to provide for his own 
fafety, and marched away towards Dhely. Thus, in the Ipace of 
a few houis, was this government deftrojed, and anothei polfeired 
of abfolute authority. The robe of empire giaced the auguft per- 
fon of Ferekhfere, who founded the joyful match of tiitimph. 

Though I was not in the fervlce of any one, and had no enmity 
to either party, yet I remained in the field till the ameei al amia had 
aetiied, when tliinking it befl: to provide for my own lafety, I 
entered the city with about a hundred perfons who fought my pio- 
teSVion, -and retired to one of my own gardens, where I enjoyed 
perfefl repofe from my fatigues. In the morning, I wrote to Syed 
.AbdoollalChan, with whom I was formerly on teims of fiiendlliip, 
lexpreffing my defire of leave to vifit him, and be introduced to the 
mew empeior. He replied to my letter with much kindnefs, and I 
paid my compliments to him as he palTed by my dwelling the fol- 
lowing day, when he canitd me with him to his own houfe. The 
emperor Ferokhfere entered the city the next morning, to pray in 
public at the tomb of Akber, ^on his return fiom whence I was 
allowed to pay him my rCfpeas. Syed Abdoolla Khan marched 
• towards Dhely the day after, and chofe to take me with him, 
which I did not think proper to decline. As >et, it was not cer- 
tainly 
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tainly known to what quarter Jehaiindar Shaw and' the ameer al 
amra had fled. AlTud ad Dowlah, father to the latter, was in the' 
command of Dhcly, and had in his power the confined princes. 
It was apprehended that the ameer al amra would retreat to Dekkan* 
with his niafter,. but he not finding that prince, thought' proper to. 
go to Dhely. Jehaundar Shaw, who'- had fliayed.his beard and 
whilkers to prevent being known, arrived a fhort time before the 
ameer al amra, at the palace of Aflud ad Dowlah. This was foon 
known throughout the city ; upon which ;the friends to. the family 
of Azeem Oofliawn furrounded the houfe, and demanded the deli- 
very of the royal fugitive into their charge. Afiud .ad Dowlah was- 
obliged to confine him, to fupprefs their clamours. Making a virtue 
of necefiity, he wrote a petition to Ferokhfere, implying, that he 
had imprifoned Jehaundar in his .own houfe, and waited the Imperial 
orders concerning Ins difpofal. In 'return, firmauns w.ere dilpatched 
applauding his- rondudt, forgiving all pafi: offences, and continuing^,, 
him in the vdiarut, with. Syed Abdobllah Khan .as his deputy, : to 
whofe care Jehaundar Shaw was for the prefent .to [be- entruffedv- 
All thefe gracious afiurances fatisfied AfTud ad Dowlah, and had. 
Inch an effedl on the ameer al amra,* his foiij -that he^^itho.ught- it 
heft to remain at Dhely,. and wait' the 'emperor’s mercy,' which' lie. 
hoped would fpare his forfeited life and fortune. 

" \ 

When Ferokhfere arrived near Dhely, he commanded Afiiid ad" 
Dowlah and his fon to. be brought into his prefence. They were- 
■ both received with the honours due to their high rank 5 after which, 
the former was allowed /to return' in fafety to his own houfe, but 
the latter was led to a private tent, and, after a few queftions had- 
been afleed him, he was ftrangled, as a punifhment for his crimes, 
and an example to others. His body was' afterwards tied with the 
head downwards on an elephant, together with that of Jehaundar. 
Shaw, who had been put to death in prifon, and expofed in the 

7' new- 
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new elnj[>eioj’s train, when lie made his triumphant entry to the 
palace; aftei which, both bodies were thrown into the ftreet, before 
the great mofque, and lemained fome days a fpeftacle to the mob. 
The eftates of the father and fon were confifcated, and their fa- 
mily, which had filled for above two hundred years the higheil 
offices of the ftate, was thus in an inftant levelled with the duft, 
and, like that of ' Bermekee, totally ruined. Some other traitois 
were alfo puniflied with death, which imprefled the fubjeft with 
lelpefl foi goveinment, and jiroved that however, for a time^ 
treafons might be attended with fuccefs, at length the profperity of 
the houfe of Timur would be prevalent over all oppofition. 

r I 

Such is the firfl: beaming of the heaven-given fortune of his 
majefty, which, by divine bleffing, is afcending to the zenith of 
gloiy and renown. Praife be to God, by whofe favom the con- 
clufion of my book is' aufpicious 1 and mercy upon the chofen of 
mankind, Mahummud, his defcendants, his friends and followers, 
for evermore ' Amen. ( 

Known inEuropeby the name of'BarmeoJss, as mentioned in the life ofHaroon 

b 1 Rafheed, in the Hiftory of the Caliphs. ' ui . i , i 
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In the compilation of the following part of my work, I have 
ufed cliicfly the autliority of Pcrfian manuferipts, a lift of which 
is at the end of the volume 3 and from much converfation 
witli many principal and well informed natives on the fubjed: 
of their liiftory, I can affert the received authenticity of tlic 
fads related. 

I 

For the account of the fttuation of the prefent emperor, 
Shaw Aulum, from 1771 to 1779? I owe the chief materials 
to my friend Lieutenant Colonel Polier, whofe long refidence 
and -connedions at the court of Dhely enabled him to obtain 
the beft information of public and private tranfadions. 

The Perfic Journal of the cruel proceedings of the unprin- 
cipled and inhuman Rhohilla cliief, Gholaum Kaudir, was written 
by an eye witneft on the feene of tlieir perpetration, and tranf- 
mitted me by my brother Captain Richard Scott. In this, 
and fuch other materials that would bear it, literality as much as 
VoL. II, , , S . poffible 
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polTible has been obfervedj but I will not pretend that the 
following pages are wholly tranflations, fome anecdotes having 
' been inferted .from oral information, allb a few obferyations on 
charadlers and circumftances, of my own. Thefe it is needlCls 
to point out, as the variation of idiom will dillinguifh them 
from the parts tranllated. 
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When the new emperor Ferokhfere had repofed a few days A. H. 1125 
from Ills fatigues, and order was reflored in the city of Agra, he A. 0,1713 
began his march towards Dhely, and fliortly after arrived at Khiz- 
zerabad, about four miles diftant from that capital; The next 
morning ^Afoph ad Dowlah and his fon the ameer al amra came to 
pay their relpects, and were honoured with dreffes and other marks 
of the royal favour 5 after which the former was difmilfed to his 
own tents, but the latter commanded to wait. He accordingly re- 
mained in the divan with Khaujeh Aflim. In a little time a din- 
ner was brought in from the royal table for the ameer al amra, 
who at firft refufed to eat, fufpedling poifon j but on the khaujeh’s 
offering to partake, his fears fublided, and he agreed to dine. The 
khaujeh now obferving, that it was contrary to the rules of court to 
eat in the ’’ divan, propofed moving to a ' fquarenof flcreens in the area 

S 2 before 


\ 

» In the Memoirs of Eradut Khan ftiled Afllid ad Dowlah, alfo one of his 
tides, 

^ Hall of audience. 

'-Called in India kanauts. They are made of cotton cloth, fometimes flow- , 
ered, but generally in ftripes of red and white or blue and ^?>'hite, about, feven feet 
high, and firengthened with the bamboo cane, fewed in at five or fix feet dif- 
tance, which prevent their bellying with the wind. The tents of the great - 
men are always furrounded with them, and make a beautiful appearance; The 
royal tents are encircled with Ikreens nine or ten feet high, which are always 
plain red, and called ferra perda. 
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before it, which they did j but the ameer al amfa had no fooner 
entered tiian the opening was /hut upon him, and Kliaujeh Affim 
remained witliout. At the fame inftant two hundred armed men 
rullied into the court and furrounded the fquare. 

Half an hour had not elap/ed, when Abdoollah Khan, fuperin' 
tendant of the khowaufs, or donieftic fervants, came out from the 
emperor’s apartment, and entering ike ikreens, /poke as follows 
to the ameer al amra. , c 

“ His majefly commands you to inform him why you * ** con- 
“ dined Kaum Bukhlh in Dekkan, and illufed his friends, contrary 
“ to loyalty and re/pe£t to the emperor?” The ameer al amra 
unhefitatingly anfwered, 

“ I confined the prince by the orders of Aulumgeer, his Ibvereign 
“ and mine. Had he commanded me to imprifon my own father, 

“ I Ihould have readily complied.” Abdoollah Khan then with- 
drew, but inftantly returning from the emperor, faid, 

" You were the general and chief minifter of “ Azim Shaw, 

“ was it ailing loyally to defert him in the field, and fedkyour 
“ own fafety by flight?” He anlwered, 

“ While he was alive I kept the field, but when he was flain, 

“ I dared not to oppofe a prince of the blood without a rival of 
“ equal dignity at the head of our army.” Upon this, Abdoollah 

Khan 

• The prince Kaum Bukhih was confined at the fiege of jinjee, a ftrong 
fortrefs on the coaft of Coromandel, being ftrongly fu(pe£icd of a defign of 
joining the enemy and rebelling againfi his father Aulumgeer, as related in his 
reign. 

** Memoirs of Eradut Khan for this tranfaflion. The ameer al amra 
vas the principal general of Azim Shaw when defeated by his brother Shaw 
Aulum. 
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Khan returned, but coming back foon, jfaid, Wliat were the cir- 
cumllanccs of your conduct to tlic martyred prince, his majefty’s 
'' iathcr, Azeem Oofliawn ?*’ 

The ameer aLnmra anfwcrcd, He behaved inattentively to 
me, and I then attached myfclf to ins brother; but in this did 
no more than other nobles, who eacli embraced the caiifc of die 
prince he befl: loved, and from whom lie received the greateft 
favours/’ 

Abdoollah Khan then fiid, WJiy was his majefiy’s beloved 
brother inhumanly murdered in cool blood, many days after the 
battle, when other princes were allowed to live ?"• The ameer 
a] amra convinced, by this qucflion, that no fubmiffions or en- 
treaties could fparc liis life, angrily exclaimed, ** If I am to die, 
kill me inftantly, nor vex me longer with vain interrogations.” 

Upon this, Lacheen Beg and other * chelas nifliing upon him, 
threw him on the ground ; and having ftrangled him with a bow- 
ilring, Ramped upon his breaft, and Rabbed him with daggers in 
feveral parts of the body. When quite cold, the corpfe was drawn 
out with .ropes, and caR without the court of die divan, as a 
fpedacle to the populace. His effefts and cRates, with thofe of his 
father, were conRfeated to the royal ufc. 

The day fucceeding this tragedy Ferokhfere marched Rom 
Khizzerabad, and made his public entry into Dhcly with imperial 

fplendour. 

* Every prince of Hindooflan has a band of attendants diflinguifhed by this 
appellation. They are fuppofed to be always ready to devote their lives, and 
are too often employed in aflallinations. Tippoo Saheb lias a battalion .of them, 
among whom he has enrolled many of our unfortunate countrymen, whom he 
forcibly circumcifed. They are generally captives taken in infancy, or purchafed 
flaves educated under the eye of- the prince. The jeoghlans in the court of 

Conftantinople are of a fimilar defeription. 
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fplendour. The heads of the late emperor his uncle, Jehaundar 
Shaw, and the ameer al amra, were carried on poles in the caval- 
cades their bodies hanging feet upwards acrofs an elephant, as 
marks of his triumph. The aged minifter Afoph ad Dowlah was 
alfo compelled to attend the proceffion, fliabbily drelfed, in a palan- 
quin, and accompanied by the ladies of his family, as fpedtators of 
their own dilgrace. They were afterwards confined in the palace 
of Klian Jehaun. Raja Soobeh Chund, dewan to the late ameer al 
amra, had his tongue cut out, and his property feized. “ Be not 
“ felf-fecure from the retribution of your adtions, for every feed 
" Town produceth its kind."' Many nobles and dependants of the 
late emperor were put to death by the bow-ftring and other punilh- 
ments. Aiz ad'Dien, fon of Jehaundar Shaw, Ah Tibbar, the Ion 
of Azim Shaw, and Hoomaioon Bukht, younger brother to Ferokh- 
fere, were deprived of light by a red hot iron drawn over their 
eyes. Owing to the unjuft flaughter and punilhments infiidted on 
numbers innocent of crimes, perfons of all ranks were feized with 
•horror. The dread of death was lb great, that many nobles pre- 
vious to going to court ufed to take leave of their iamilies, and on 
their return home offer prayers and alms, as in thanklgiving for 
efcape from imminent danger. 

Ferokhfere had not long enjoyed the throne, when a jealouty 
arofe between him and the vizier * Koottub al Moolk, which at laft 
extended to open contention, and finally occafioned the downfall 
of the empire and ruin of Hindooftan. The vizier, after the viftoiy 
of Agra, had been difpatched to lettle affairs at Dhely, Where, 
without confulting Ferokhfere, he had difpofed of two prmcipal 
offices to his friends j but the emperor on his arrival wi/hed to con- 
fer them on other perfons. Koottub al Moolk upon this, obferved, 
that if, in the very commencement of his office, his advice Ihould 

not 

• Syed Abdoollah Khan, appointed vizier with the above title, on Ferokhfere’s 
acceflion. It lignifies. The axis of the Rate. 
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not be followed,' it would deftroy his credit as vizier 5 while Meer 
Jumlah, Ferokhfere’s private favourite, remarked to him, that how far 
foever princes might truft fervants witli power, yet they ought to 
keep due deference, and not appoint' to important ftations without 
orders from tlie prefence. In fliort, thougli this difpute ended in 
the vizier’s giving up one of the ' offices to die emperor’s choice, 
yet it left mutual hatred in their minds. But the chief caufe of 
confufion in affairs, and the confequent difrepute of the vizier, his 
brodier die “ ameer al aiiira, and all die fyeds of Bareli, was this : 
Feroklifere had none of die qualities of empire, penetration or cori- 
dudt. He was of low mind and manners, and pofleffed only an 
ill-placed liberality, beftowing extravagant favours on men without 
defert and of low rank. Yet generofity is fuch a quality, that, • 
however profufe, it has its admirers. Perfons eager of gain will 
praife it, and it leaves a good name to die pofTeffor in this frail world, 
Feroklifere was therefore beloved by the common people ^ but, in 
fad:, he had not the leaf; ability for fovereign command, or even 
die lowefl office in a Rate, 

Meer Jumlah, envious and afpiring, but void of capacity, 
fought fiiperiority over all the nobility ; and having fcattered to the 
winds the honour and fortunes of Afoph ad Dowlah and his fon, 
accumulated during a century and half, was meditating the de- 
ftrudion Of die fyeds. He could not fee them the patrons of the 
people and guiders of adminiftration. Koottub al Moolk alfo, being 
much addided to women and luxury, fought for leifure, and had 
entrufted the reins of his authority to his dewan Ruttun Chund, 
who had been purveyor to his family 5 a man, rigid in his idola- 
trous ‘faith, but incapable of direding the affairs of the vizarut, 
the higheff office in the empire. From thefe caufes, contentions 
daily encrealing, eventually ruined the imperial authority of the 

family 

® Syed Houflein Alee Khan, honoured by this title on Ferokhfere’s fuccefs 
near Agra, 
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family of Timur, which had been eilablifhed four hundred years 
'and the fyeds of JBareh were abufed as traitors to future time. A 
world was deilroyed by thefe enmities, and the empire of Hindoo- 
ftan irrecoverably difordered. 

The emperor and Meer Jumlah, with their partizans, had 
formed a plan for the feparation of the brothers, which was, to 
difpatch one for the punilhment of * Maharaja Ajeet Sing Rhatoree, 
who, fince the death of Aulumgeer, had been guilty of rebellion, 
by deftroying the mofques and eredting idol temples in his zemin- 
dary, and, as yet, with impunity, owing to the wars of Shaw 
Aulum with his brothers, the infurredlions of the iiks, and the 
fucceeding broils of the imperial family, from the death of Shavv 
Aulum till the prefent time. The ameer al amra, Houflein Alee 
Khan, accordingly marched with a conllderable armyj and Ajeet 
Sing, feized with dread at his approach, having evacuated the low 
lands," took refuge in the faftneffes of the mountains, with his femily 
and effedfs. Notwithftanding the hints' he received from court to 
oppofe the ameer al amra, he fent ambafladors to beg quarter and 
forgivenefs of his offences. As at this period the fidtion at court 
having raifed the flames of dilagreement between the emperor and 
the vizier, were conlpiring to impriibn him, he wrote repeated 
Jeffers to his brother, conjuring him to hnJlen to Dhely, The 
ameer al amra therefore, being fearful of delay, received the fub- 
miffions of Ajeet Sing, obliged him to pay a large pefhcufh, to - 
give a daughter in marriage to Ferokhfere, and fend his fon to court. 
After concluding this treaty, he returned to the capital. 

Koottub 

• The rajas of Rhatore, catted alfo Marwar, were of the firft confequence in 
Hradoollan; but of late their power has much decreafed, and a great part of 
their territory been wrefied from them by the Mharattas. 

‘ An offering of money, made on taking pofTenton of an office or lands 
from government, alfo as an acknowledgment of fubmifllon on receiving pardon 
for date offences. 
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Koottub al Moolk being vizier, and his brother ameer al amra, 
it was didiciilt to excrcife any a(5l of government, fucli as the con- 
ference of honours, lands, or appointment to offices, witliout their 
approbation, and tliey wiOied nothing to be done contrary to their 
pleafure. At the fame time, Mccr Jumlah, the confidential minifter 
of the emperor, who had publicly fignified that his promife and 
fignatiire were the fame as his own, received applications and 
granted petitions, in order to obtain popularity ; but Ruttun Chund, 
dewan to the vizier, difplcafed at his interference, refufed obe- 
dience to the royal orders tlirougli tlic favourite ; nor indeed would 
he forward any perfon's bufinefs without a prefent for himfelf and 
his patron. For thefe reafons he was not only hated by Ferokhfere 
and Mcer Jumlali, but by tlie people ; yet, emboldened by the 
fupport of his mailer, he behaved with great infolence. The bro- 
thers were .enraged at Mecr' Jumlah, ‘who on his part reprefented 
their condudl as diiloyal, to the emp6ror, who was ib much alarm- 
ed, that he wiilied to fecure their perfons by ilratagem, and often 
tried to effea it, but in vain. His plans were betrayed to the 
miniilers, and only added enmity to enmity and injury to injury. 
It is faid, tliat the mother of Ferokhfere acquainted them with the 
defigns of her fon, as ilie was guarantee to the treaty between 
them, when the brothers had firil embraced his cauie againfi: 
Jehaundar Shaw.* . ' 

The ameer al amra, on his return to Dhely, requeiled the 
government of Dekkan, intending to leave Daood Khan Punnee as 
his deputy in that country, to receive from him a certain yearly fum, 
and to remain himfelf at court ; but the emperor and Meer Jumlah 
wifhed him to depart. This he declined, fearful of leaving bis 
brother alone among enemies. The difpute on this point grew fo 
high, that the brothers left off attending the court, levied troops, 
and fortified themfelves in their palaces j while Ferokhfere held 
councils againfi; them with Meer Jumlah, Mahummud Ameen Khan, 
VoL,‘ II. T and 
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and Khan Dowraun j but from his irrefolution and cowardice, his 
plans were changed day after day, and nothing was determined. 
Owing to the rumours of thefe dillentions, bulinefs was at a ftand 
in the capital, fo that the neceflanes of life became very dear. 

, . When much time had paflcd in this manner, and mediators 
interfered, the emperor’s mother went to the houfe of Koottub al 
Moolk, and fatisfied his mind, by agreeing that his troops fliould 
garrifon tlie citadel, while he and the ameer al amra vifited her fan. 
Accordingly, the brothers came to court, alked pardon for their 
offences, and complained of the emperor’s fulpicions of their at- 
tachment from the inftnuations of intriguing perfons. Taking off 
their fwords, they laid them at his feet, faying, “ If we arc 
" guilty,' here are our heads, and there the inftmments of punilh- 
mentj but if from regard to our fervices, our deaths fhould 
" be uneafy to the royal mind, difplace and difmifs us from the 
" prefence, that we may gather purity in a pilgrimage to Mecca 
“ and the holy tombs of our illuftrious * anceftors. If it is the royal 
will to ufe our fervices, and keep us in the prefence, to liften 
“ to the calumny of the fadtious, and injure and dilgrace us, is 
contrary to the pradlice of juft /overeigns and the rules of pru- 
“ dence.” At length afiairs were thus adjufted, that Meet Jum- 
lah, being promoted to the foubadary of Bahar, fliould be baniflied 
the prefence, and the ameer al amra march to Dekkan. 

Meer Jiimlah was difmilfed to his government in a few days 
after the reconciliation. Nizam al Moolk was recalled from Dek- 
kan, and Daood Khan ordered from Guzarat to Boorahanpore, 
there to wait the commands of the ameer al amra. 

After 

• The grandfons of Mahummud by his daughter Fatima, the wife of Alee. 
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After thefe .arrangements, the emperor, who was recovered A. H.i 
from a fevere * illnefs, which liad hitherto prevented the celebration ^ 
of his marriage with the daughter of Mahariija Ajeet Sing, iffued 
orders for preparations for that ceremony. The ameer al amra 
condudted the fellivities on the part of the bride, and the marriage 
was' performed with a fpicndoiir and magnificence, till then.unfecn 

T 2 among 

a It was about this time that the Eafl: India Company obtained their firmaun 
of free trade from herokhfere. The embafly f-int to him had been fome time 
unfucccfsfuUy employed, owing to the intrigues of the navob of Bengal, whea 
an accident occafioned a fudden and fortunate conclufion to the negotiation. 
Ferokhfere was feized with a difordcr which the (kill of his own phyficians 
could not cure, and lie was given over by them. Reduced to this extremity, 
he was advifed to truft his cafe to Mr. Hamilton, the furgeon to the embaflj', 
who, by an operation, reflored him to health. During the operation it was 
reported, that the emperor had died under' the furgeon’s hands j and fo great 
W'as the fury of the populace, that they furrounded the houfe of the embafla- 
dors, threatening to deflroy them. They were only to be appeafed by Ferokhfere’s 
{hewing himfelf to them from a balcony of the palace, and afluring them ■ that 
he had received new life from the (kill of Mr, Hamilton. Upon this the 
EngliQi became as much venerated, as they had been before defpifed. .Ferokh- 
fere conferred great marks of diftindtion on Mr. Hamilton, and promifed to 
grant any favour he chofc to' afk. Mr, Hamilton, inftead of requefting rewards 
* for himfelf, befought the grant of the Company’s requifitions ; which were in- 
fiantly complied with, and the fees of office remitted. Upon the return of the 
embafly, the emperor was very urgent with Mr, Hamilton to remain in liis 
fervice, which he declined for the prefent;. but promifed to return, when he 
lliould have fettled his affairs at Calcutta, Among the prefents made him by 
Ferokhfere, were models" of all his furgical inftruments of pure gold. Mr, 
Hamilton, foon after his return to Bengal, died of a putrid fever j and the 
emperor, not fatisfied with the account of this event from the -governor and 
council, fent, an officer of rank to Calcutta to examine the truth from the 
natives, whofe folemn teflimony and that of the Europeans were taken to the 
emperor. 1 had this anecdote from Mr, Haflings, who tells me, that 'at his 
firft; arrival in India there were living witnefles of the circumftances of it, and 
Mr. Hamilton’s monument was to be feen in the burial ground of Calcutta, 
upon which the account of them was engraved. In a Life of Ferokhfere, the 
circumftance of his recovery by a European furgeon is mentioned alfo the de-. 

Jay of his marriage from illnefs. The Company owe fomething to the memo-^ 
ry of a man who fo nobly preferred their intereft to his own advantage. 
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• among tlic prirfces of Hindooftan, Many pompous inf.gnia Were 
added -to the royal train upon this occafion. The illuminations 
rivalled the planets, .arid feemed to upbraid the faint luftre of the 
flats. High and low fliared the feftivity, and joy thrilled through 
the veins of all. The emperor came 'to the palace of the ameer al 
amra, where the ceremony was performed ; after wJiich, he car- 
ried the princefs in the higheft fplendour of imperial pomp to the 
citadel, amid the relbundings of mufical inftruments and acclama- 
tions of the populace. 

The ametr al amra, having aflhred Ferokhfere, that in cafe of 
any breach of the royal promife, or deligns againft his brother 
Koottub al Moolk, he would return to Dhely in twenty days, 
began his march towards Dekkan. The emperor however had 
recalled Daood Khan, the chief of an Afghaun tribe of tried valour, 
and poflefling great influence and friendfliip with the Mharaltas, 
from the government of Guzarat to that of Boorahanpore, appar- 
ently as deputy to the ameer al amra, but with fecret orders to 
oppofe and cut him off. Daood Khan, on his arrival at Boorahan- 
pore, began to aft as if independant ; upon which the ameer al 
amra fent a meffage to him, that as the government of all Dekkan 
had been, conferred upon him, it was neceffary he fliould not draw 
his foot from the circle of obedience, but come to meet him fub- 
miffively, or retire to Dhely. Daood Khan, difregarding this, 
pitched his camp under the walls of the city, and called, to his 
affiftance Neemajee Sindia, a principal Mharatta chief, who had 
been taken into the imperial fervice by Shaw Aulum, and enjoyed 
the rank of feven thoufand, with feveral diftriiSs in jaghire in the 
vicinity of Aurungabad. 

The ameer al amra, when arrived near Boorahanpore, repeated 
his admonitions, but in vain, upon which he marched to puuifli 
him ; and Daood Khan, who regarded himfelf as the hero of his 

age. 



age, was prepared to receive him. The engagement was very 
bloody on both tides. Daood Khan had given orders to his ele- 
phant driver to carry him to the ameer al amra, whom he was 
ambitious of attacking in perfon j and notwithflanding his advanced 
line, which had charged the artillery of the enemy, was drivem 
back with great {laughter, he, with many of his chief officers 
mounted on elephants, made repeated attempts to break through 
the foe. His bravery began to alarm the troops of the ameer al- 
amra, feveral of whofe principal dependants were killed and 
wounded, and among tliem Meer Muilirilf, the chief officer and 
favourite of his mailer, who was wounded by an arrow from Daood 
Khan, and thrown from his elephant. At length Daood Khan 
approached near the ameer al amra, whofe army, now feized with 
a panic, fled on all fldes, leaving him with only a few confidential 
attendants. At this crifis, a matchlock ball {truck Daood Khan, 
%vho fell dead on the feat of his elephant ; and the day of his prof- 
perity funk into the darknefs of deftrudtion. His followers inftantly 
difperfed, and the ameer al amra founded the trumpets of victory, 
commanding the body of Daood Khan to be dragged at the tail of 
an elephant round the city of Boorahanpdre. Neemajee -Sindia, 
who in the beginning of the adtion had retired to a diftance with his " 
followers, came up to congratulate the vidtor, and. his troops plun- 
dered the fugitives of his late patron, ^he effedls, horfes, and 
elephants of Daood Khan were feized by the ameer al amra, who, 
fome time afterwards, fent a few of the latter to court. 

The following circumftance is related. Daood Khan, while 
foubadar of >Guzarat, had married the daughter of a zemindar of 
that province, and fhe was at the tiiiie of his death feven months 
gone with child. Determined not to furvive her lord, {he ripped 
open her womb, fo as to fave the life of the infant, and died. 
When the emperor received intelligence of the vidlory gained by 
the ameer al amra, he was much affiidled, and faid to Koottub al 

Moolk, 
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Moolfc, that fo valiant and celebrated a chief, as Daood Khan, had 
been unjuftly flain'j when the vizier obferved, that had his brother 
fiillen by the hand of the Afgliaun, his majefty would have been of 
a different opinion. 

During this year, by the well conduded valour of Abd al Sum- 
mud Khan, Bunda, chief of the tiles, who had pretended to royalty, 
and committed great depredations in the province of Lahore, was 
taken prifbner, and received the ju/f reward' of his crimes. He 
was “ lineally dctcended from an adopted ton of Hannuk Shaw, the 
founder of the religion of, the files, in the reign of the emperor 
Baber. Nannuk was the fon of a Hindoo grain merchant of the 
Kuttree tribe, and being a youth of good capacity and pleaCng 
mannerSj engaged the notice of lyed HoulTun, a celebrated dirvefh, 
by whofe inftruftions he made great progrefs in learning, and be- 
came an admirer of the fyftems of fpeculative and contemplative 
divinity of the mulTulmaun devotees. Having felefted forhe of their 
tenets, he tranflated them into the Punjaubee dialed, with addi- 
tions of his own, and called the compofition Kirrunt, which became 
the guide of his difciples, who at lirtl formed only a religious fed, 
without laying claim to political' confequence. Nannuk left two 
fons, but neither of them allumed the fupremacy of their order, 
which was given by eleftion to Angud, one of their father’s fol- 
lowers, who held it thirteen years. He, having no fon, was fuc- 
ceeded by a difciple, who prelided over the order twenty two 
years, and though he had fons, he placed Ramdafs, his fon in law, 
in the diredion. Ramdafs lived only feven years, and was fucceeded 
by his fon Goorroh Arjun, whofe fon Hir GovintLrinherited his 
dignity. Hir Govind’s eldeft fon dying, he was fucceeded by his 
grandfon, Hir Roy, who after feventeen years left this world, and 
was fucceeded by his infant fon Hir Kifhen. He having no iffue, 

his 

• This is contradifled by other writers, who fay he was of obfeure parentage i 
hut the Cks believe this account of his defeent, or affedt to do fo. 
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his uncle Teeghe Bahadur, younger fon of iiir Govind, was eleded, 
hut was put to death as a dangerous heretic in the feventeenth year 
of Aulumgeer’s reign, he having collefted his followers, and levied 
contributions frorn the inhabitants of his ’ neighbourhood, in con- 
jundlion with Hafiz Adam, a mufllilmaun devotee,, and his votaries. 
Some time after the death of Teeghe Bahadur, his. fon Goorroh 
Govind, having colledled his followers, gave them arms and horfes, 
which till his time- they had never ufed, and began to commit 
depredations ; but he was foon obliged to fiy, and two of his fans, 
being taken prifoners, were put to death. Being defirous of return- 
ing to his home, he prevailed on fome Afghauns to condudt him, 
difguifed as one of their devotees,' through the army Rationed at 
Sirhind ; and for the remainder of his life kept himfelf retired, 
having loft his faculties in grief for his fons. He ordered his dif- 
ciples to wear blue, and leave their beards . and tlie hair of their 
, heads unftiaved, which they do to this day*. He was fucceeded by . 
Bunda, one of his followers, who was alfo called Goorroh Govind. 
This man obtained great power ; and while Shaw Aulum was in 
Dekkan againft Kaum Bukhfti, colledled his followers, to revenge 
the death of his predeceftbr’s fons. He committed the greateft: 
cruelties on the mufiulmauns, in every advantage ftiewing no 
quarter to age or fex, and even ripping up women with child. The 
emperor Shaw Aulum found it neceflary to march in perfoh againft; 
him, and he was. befieged in the fortrefs of Loeh Ghur, which 
was taken, but Bunda fgurid means to efcape, and raife new infur- 
redtions.' 

■■ i 

. • , ■ The 

* The fiks admit profelytes from any fedl. They profefs deifiri. Their cere- 
monies I .am not informed of. They mourn at a -birth, and rejoice at death. 

It is faid, every profelyte is obliged to drink the water, in which fome fiks 
have wafhed their feet, mixed with hog’s blood j » a horrid abomination to a 
' pious mufllilmaun. ' Hindoo profelytes drink water, in which a few drops of 
a cow’s blood have been mingled. 
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The death of Shaw Aulu'm, the difputes of his ibnsj and the 
Uiifettled ftate of Jehaundar Shaw’s government, prevented means 
being taken for the extirpation of the herefyj and Bunda, faking 
advantage of the diftradtion of the times, acquired ' an alarming 
degree of power. Upon the acceffion of Ferokhfere, Iflaum Khan, 
foubadar of Lahore, was fent againft.him, but defeated with great 
flalighters upon which Bazeed IChauh, fojedaur of. Sirhind, was 
Commanded to puniih him, and took the field. He was afiaffinated 
in his tent, when alone at evening prayers, by a fik, commillioned 
for that purpofe by Bunda, and the murderer efcaped unhurt. Abd 
al Summud Khan, governor of Katlimeer, was now promoted to 
the foubadary of Lahore, and fent againft the rebels with a great 
army. After many fevere engagements, he forced Bunda to take 
refuge in , a fortreis, which was blockaded fo effectually, as to cut 
off every fupply. The garrifon was reduced to the neceflity of eat- 
ing cows, horfes, afles, and other animals forbidden by their laws 
when at length, having no provifion of any fort left, and beings, 
reduced to the extremity of famine and difeafe, they begged for ' 
quarter. Abd al Summud Khan, having planted a feandard on the 
plain, commanded them to come out and lay their arms under iif ^ ' 
which they did. He then divided the meaner fort among his chiefs, 
who cut off their heads, and threw their bodies into a river near 
the fortrefs. The chiefs and perfons of rank he put in chains, and 
placed them upon camels and afles, with caps 'of paper on their 
heads, and proceeded With them to Lahore in this manner, to excite 
the derifion and infults of the populace. The mother of Bazeed 
Khan, whofe murderer had been rewarded by the flks, and diflin- 
guiihed by the title of Tara Sing, upon his being pointed out to her 
in the proceifion, threw doWn a heavy ftone from the roof of her 
houfe as he pafled, and killed him on the fpot, in revenge for the 
death of her fon. After fonie days, Bunda and the other captives 
were fent to Dhely ; through which he was carried in an iron cage 
upon an elephant, drefled in a robe of gold brocade, and 'upon his 
, head 
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head a red turban, embroidered with gold. Behind him iat a 
foldier with a drawn fabre. Preceding him ■ were borne by perfons 
mounted on elephants numberlefs heads of his difciples on long poles, 
alfo a cat upon a flafF, to denote that not an animal belonging to 
him was fpared from daughter. After his elephant -came,' tied two 
and two upon camels, feven hundred and forty prifoners, having 
each a hand bound to his ■ neck. Upon their heads were fantaflic 
, caps, and they wore habits of flieep flcins, with the wool ‘outwards. 
The fiks bore the infults of the populate with the greateft firmnefs, 
and fteadily refufed the emperor’s offers of life if they would em- 
brace the Mahummedan faith. . They were put to death, an hun- 
dred each day, on the enfuing feven days. On the eighth, Bunda 
and his fon, with their remaining friends, were executed without 
the city. They were carried to the place of execution in ridiculous 
proceffion.. A dagger was put into the hands of the chief, who 
Was commanded to kill his infant fonf but refufing, the child ' was 
flain by the executioner, his heart torn out, and fotced into the' 

' - Other’s mouth. Bunda was then' put to death, by the tearing of 
-his'flefli with red hot pincers' and other tortures, which he bore 
with the greatefl co'nffancy ; and had he not inflidted limilar cruel - 
Ites on others, he might be regarded as a martyr .to his faith. It 
is faid, he made the following .reply to Mahummud Ameen Khan, 

' who had' remonffrated with him on his condudt : When the fins of 
a people become exceffive, the divine Avenger fends forth among 
'^'them a tyrant, like myfelf, to punifh their crimes; but when 
the meafure of juffibe is filled, - commits him 'to the hands of one 
more powerful, that he may receive the reward of his adlions. 
What are the cruelties’ and oppreflions of tlie wicked, if they 
fliew not the rod of the Almighty 1 ” ' 

. VoL. II. U Feroklifere 

* * ^ • 

* The fiks now poflefs the provinces of -Lahore, Pungjaub, and Moultaun,. 
with great part of Dhelj^, and bands of them have -more than once made in- 
roads on the navob vizier’s dominions, but have been as often eafily repelled 

by 
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Ferokhfcre had levied a body of twenty thoufand horfe, and 
fettled the pay of each man at 'fifty rupees per month, which had 
now fallen in an car a whole year. Many of the officers' having 
from two to nine hundred men, had ferved, in hopes of procuring 
jaghires, without perfonal pay, during this period, at the end of 
^vhich orders were iffucd to difmifs them. At this crifis, alfo. Meet 
Jumlah arrived at Dhely from his. government of Bahar, where 
affairs were in tlie utroofl confufion, owing to his bad conduit. 
He had kept up. a greater force than he could pay, fo tliat the 
tbldiers became mutinous, and committed the greatefl outrages and 
oppre/fions on the inhabitants of the dty of Patna, and the diitrifts. 
Meer Jumlah, dreading a revolt as dangerous to his perfonal fafety, 
fled unknowrt to his followers, and travelling in a covered liuer 
reached Dhely in fifteen days ftom Patna. His hidden arrival gave 
univerfal credit to reports, which had been prevailing, that Ferokh- 
fere vyas meditating the imprifonment of the vizier j and though he 
was not admitted to the prefence, but received tokens of the royal 
difpleafure for quitting his government without orders, and wenthim- 
felf to vifit Koottub al Moolk, whofe mediation he begged with the 
humbleft entreaties, his conduit was interpreted as deceitful. The 
difeharged cavalry, clamorous for arrears, had furrounded the palaces 
of Mahummud Ameen, paymafter, Khan Dowraun, deputy to the 
ameer al amra, and Meer Jumlah, which was attributed to the 
intrigues of the latter, and an intent of feizing the vizier in the 
tumult. Koottub al Moolk being alarmed, collefled his dependants 

from 

by die approach of our army. Tliey have a tradition among them, from their 
founder Nannulc, that their order and power will be deftroyed by white men 
from the weft , and they regard Europeans as the people deftined to fulfil the 
prophecy. Nannuk is faid alfo to have told the emperor Baber, that his de. 
fcendanls would £11 the throne of Dhely for ten generations, and no longer. • 
If fo, this prophecy may be regarded as nearly verified, Shaw Aulum being the 
tenth in defeent; and it is more than probable, that after him an emperor 
will epafe to be acknowledged in Hmdooftaru At prefent he is merely nominal, 
s Between five and fix pounds fterhng. 



from the neighbouring diflri6ls s and during five or fiJc days ’ the 
capital was a fcene of confufion, both the mutineers and the forces 
of the vizier being under arms, watching the motions of each other 
day and night. ' At length Meer Jumlah took refuge with Mahum-' 
jnud Ameen Khan, and Ferokhfere, to calm the fufpicions of the 
vizier, having removed him from his employments, baniflied him 
to Lahore, and fitisfied the foldiery ; but this, as there was no fin- 
cerity between the parties, did not put an end to theii* jealoufies j 
fo that the .emperor never went to hunt or made a movenlent, but 
reports arofe that it was to feize Koottub al Moolk, who was 
always in alarm, and furrounded by troops for his-proteftion. 

In this year died the Navob Afoph ad Dowlah Affud Khan A. H 
Bahadur, fatlier to- the late ameer al amra, in the ninety fourth lunar ^ 
year of his a^e. He was defcended from an illuftrious family of 
Turkomauns. His father fled from the opprefllons of Shaw Abbas 
of Perfia into Hindooftan, was railed to high rank by Jehaungeer, 
and married the daughter of a near relation to his emprefs Noor 
Jehaun. The name of Afoph ad Dowlah was Ibrahim. He was 
very early noticed by Shaw Jehaun^ who married him to a daughter 
o£ his vizier Afoph Jah, brother to the emprefs above nienfionedy 
and promoted him to the- offlce of fecond bukhflii,- which lie held 
till the fifteenth, year of Aulumgeer, wlien he Was' raifed to the 
rank of four thoufand, and a few. years afterwards to the office of 
vizier, and highefl; order of nobility, feven thoufand. He was con- 
tinued in employment by Azim Shaw, upon whofe death he was 
diftinguiflied by Shaw Aulumy appointed ' “ vaqueel' muttulluky and 
his fon made' atheer al amra 5 but on the acceffion of Ferokhfere 
he was difgraced, had his eftates feized, and his fon was put to . 
'death. Since that period^ he had' lived upcn , a fcanty penfion in 
•a- fort of confinement, but much refpedted by all’ ranksi It is- 

Xi 2, ■ reported',.. 

® An officer properly controuUng every department, never created‘ but ' on great - 
emergencies. To Afoph ad Dowlah it was a mere nominal honour.- 
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reported, that FeroWifere, in his lafl illnefs. fent to aik his pardon 
for his treatment of him, and to lequeft his advice how to aft to,‘ 
wards the fyeds. Afoph ad D^wlah faid, that the emperor had 
hcen led to do wrong hy his unlucky deftiny, and .when he had 
ruined his family, he had deftroyed the pillars of the empire of 
Timor ; tliat as he had entrufted the reins of government ,to the 
fyeds, he iliould feek only their fatisfaftion, for diffention' could 
only render his affairs worfe, and draw down ruin upon his own 
head. Afoph ad Dowlah was buried with great funeral pomp, 
at the expenfe of the emperor, in a mauibleum, eredted by his 
father for the family. ' 

Ferokhiere, by the advice of his favourites, had appointed ' 
fevcral perfons to offices in Dekkan j but the ameer al amra, re- 
garding them as inimical to his authority, kept them unemployed 
by various excufes, and filled their places with his own dependants; 
which enraged the emperor, who was treated alfo with the fame 
difrefpeft by his vizier at Dhely. The dewan. Raja Ruttun Chund, 
controuled all the imperial offices, fo as to leave 'their poflellbrs 
only a name. He farmed out in leale the * royal dcmelhes to his 
own creatures ; and the imperial dewan and Roy Royan, whofe 
peculiar employ it was to regulate them, finding it in vain to pleale 
tjie emperor and his minifters, being diverted of all power, re- 
quefted to refign their nominal offices. 

Ferokhfere, willing if poffible to regain his authority, recalled 
to court Einaiut Oollah Khan, who had been dejvan to Aulumgeer, 

intending 

I . ■ 1 

* Left this expreftion llioulft be mifunderfiood, it is tignified, that the pro- 
perty o£ the foil is all in the emperor, and the landholders arc removeable at 
pleafure, but they were fuffered to be hereditary, 'unlefs in cafes of treafon, 
rebellion, or defalcation of revenue, except in thofe diftrifts above named demefnes, 
which were referved for the private fupport of the royal houfehold, and were 
farmed to renters annually, or in leafe. 
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intending to' reftore him to his former office j but' this nobleman, - 
fearful of offending the powerful vizier, at firft declined the offer, 
nor did Koottub al Moolk, who had experienced his abilities, wiffi 
for fuch a rival. He was, however, at length perfuaded by Akli" 
laafs IClian, his friend, who tried to reconcile the jarring interefts, 
to confent to the appointment, on a promife that Einaiut Oollah 
-ffiould not propofe any thing to the emperor, or fill inferior offices, 
without his knowledge and approbation, and agreed that Ruttun 
Chund fiiould not interfere in the management of the royal revenue. 
As Koottub al Moolk, on account of the difpleafure of Ferokhfere 
and his own fondnefs for pleafure, fat but little in the courts of the 
vizarut, which occafioned great delay in bufinefs and vexation to 
clients, Einaiut Oollah requefled that he would at leafi: come once a 
day to his office 3 which he promifed, but foon failed to perform. 

Einaiut Oollah Khan, notwithftanding his reputed abilities, did 
not confult the temper of the times, fo very different from thofe 
,of the reign of, Aulumgeer. . He obtained- the emperor's orders to 
revive the “capitation tax upon infidels 3 which difobliged Raja 
Ruttun Chund and all the Hindoos. As many eunuchs, Kaffi- 
.mirians,- Hindoos, and perfons of bad charadters, had procured 
valuable jaghires, fo^ as to leave no fubfiftence or rewards for the de- 
ferving, he wifhed to confifcate fome and leffen others, to make 
room for them. This regulation interfering with the dependants of 
Koottub al Moolk, he was much dilpleafed, and all the deputies in 
office hated the ffridtnefs of the new dewan. The agreement be- 
tween hirn and the vizier was foon broken, and changed into mutual' 
oppofitidn. A dependant of Ruttun Chund, who owed a confider- 
able balance of revenue to government, was confined for the debt 
by Einaiut 'Oollah, who refufed to releafe him at the-requeff of his' 
patron 3 but the' defaulter finding means to make his effape, togk- 

■ " - . , . ^ ffielter 

\ 

a Thirteen rupees per annum for every two thoufand of property pofTefled by 
the Hindoos. The lame, blind, and very poor,' -were excufed. • . ' 
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flielter in his houfe, and Ruttun Chund would not give him up to 
the royal officers. The emperor, enraged at his infolence,' com- 
manded Koottub al Moolk to difcharge him from his fervice ; but' 
the vizier would not obey. 

Another great caufe of diffigreement between the emperor and 
Koottub al Moolk was this : Raja Jey Sing had been difpatched 
with a powerful army to reduce Chooramun, chief of the Jauts, 
who had raifed a rebellion in the province of Agra; the rebel, 
after a refiftance of nearly a year, being reduced to extremity, fent 
an agent to Koottub al Moolk, offering to pay him a conliderable' 
fum of. money, a large pethcuth to the royal treafury, and to come 
and make his fubmiffions at court, if he would procure his pardon 
and, recall the troops of Jey Sing, The vizier, tliinking to pro-J 
cure a new and ufeful partizan in Chooramun, obliged Ferokhfere, 
much againft his inclination, to accept the offers. The rebel 
accordingly came to Dhely, and was admitted once to the royal 
prefence. Raja Jey Sing was greatly difpleafed at the efcape of 
-_^hooramun from his hands, and complained to Ferokhfere of the 
^iJJ^jgnity ffiewn him in return for his fervices. rDi/agreeable intel- 
ligencds^lfo arrived from Dekkan, whidi caufed freflx dfflentions at 
court, anal at length involved the empire in confufion. . 

. When dhe ameer al amra, after the defeat of Daood Khan, had, 
proceeded to the capital of Aurungabad, and began to adjuft the 
affairs of his'^ government, he found, that Kaundoo [Dhearee, v^ho^ 
was eftablilhed Qff^hjie part of ’ Raja Sahoo in , the province, of 
Khandelhe, had eredted* a chain, of linalL forts on the Ingh road- 
betvveen the port of Surat and the city of Boorahanpore. His Mha- 
rattas,, iffuing from thefe fiations,- obliged, merchants and travellers 
to pay a fourth part of their property; or, in cafe of relHlance,, 
plundered them of the whole, and confined their perfons till they 
X ^ received 
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received a raiifom. The ameer al amra difpatclied one of his chiefs, 
with four thoufand horfe and as many foot, to expell the Mharattas, 
and raze the. forts; but this officer being drawn into an ambuffi by 
Kaundoo Dhearee, who pretended to fly before him, was defeated 
and flain, with many . of his troops, and the ' remainder were 
made prifoners. The ameer al amra now fent againfl: the rebels 
Mohukkum Sing, his dewan, and his owm brother Syef ad Dien 
All Khan, governor of Boorahanpore, in great force ; upon which 
Kaundoo, not chufing to hazard an engagement, rethed to his 
mailer Raja Sahoo in the fortrefs of Sittarra, but his followers- con- ^ 
tinned to commit depredations as ufual, cautioufly - avoiding their 
enemy. Mohukkum Sing, unable to bring the Mharattas to a 
decifive aftion, marched to befiege Sittarra, when he was recalled 
by the ameer al amra, who had obtained intelligence of diflentions 
at Dhely, and that the emperor had lent private orders to Raja 
Sahoo and all the perfons of authority .in Dekkan to oppofe and 
diflirefs him. From this caufe, though he was viflted by Mubariz 
Khan, foubadar of Ahmedabad, and other imperial officers, yet 
he never could properly eflablifh his authority in Beejapore, Hyder- 
abad, or the Carnatics. 

The emperor Aulumgeer, in a war of twenty five years, had 
reduced the two remaining mufllilmaun ’ monarchies of Dekkan, and 
taken forty fortreffes from the Mharattas, when Tara Bhay, widow 
of Ramrauje, their chief, offered to fubmit, ifffie would allow her 
ten rupees in each hundred from the colle6lions of the country, as 
original proprietor of the foil. The emperor, however, either 
djfdaining to make terms with infidels, or from avarice, refufed,this' 
ofler. Shaw Aulum, his fucceflbr, entered into negotiations for a 
treaty with Tara Bh-ay and Raja Sahoo; but, owing to difagree- 
merits between the two latter concerning the divifion of the allow- 
ance, it was never finally adjufted ; and upon his return from 

Dekkan 
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Dekkan the Mharattas demanded the choute, or fourth part of the 
revenues, which the foubahdar Daood Khan agreed to pay them, on 
condition that the jaghires of the princes of the blood and his own 
fliould be excepted from this tribute; alfo, that his own agent, 
Heeramun, fliould fuperintend their colleftions, and that they fliould 
not plunder or moleft caravans. Thus affairs were tolerably con- 
duiSed during his government, and, at firll:, in that of his fuccellbr 
Nizam al Moolk, which lafted only a year' and five months ; but 
in the latter part of it the Mharattas renewed their plunders. 

The ameer al amra, finding the emperor leagued with the 
enemy, and his brother the vizier oppofed at Dhely, thought it 
moft prudent to make peace, and bind the Mharattas to his intereft. 
He accordingly ratified the conditions granted them by Daood 
Khan, with the addition of the allowance of deefmukkee, or ten 
rupees in eveiy hundred. It was fettled, that Biflionaut and 
Chimnajee fliould refide as agents of Raja Sahoo, with a relpeftable 
force, at Aurungabad, to receive the choute, and that they fliould 
eftablifli colleiftors in the diftridls over the deefmukkee. Thus, for 
^ a time, the calamities of war and its attendant famine, which had 
vexed Dekkan for a long feries of years, fublided, and the people 
began to tafte repofe ; but the governors of diftridts and farmers of 
revenue were more diftrefled than ever, as they had now three col- 
leflors, one from the prelence, one for the choute, and a third 
for the deefmukkee. Ferokhferc was highly enraged at the ameer 
al amra for concluding this treaty, but had not the courage to refufe 
his affent, or ability to counteradt the ufurpations of his minifter, 
whe^diredted the affairs of Dekkan as he pleafed, employing none 
but his own dependants, 'and paying no attention to the royal ap- 
pointments, unlefs he was allured of die fidelity of the perfons to 
himfelf. 


About 
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About this time Ferbkhfere had conferred the government of ' 
Boorahanpore, as deputy to the ameer al amra, upon Jaun Niflar 
.Khan, an old nobleman of refpedted charadler, and related by 
adoption to the miniflers, in hopes that he would hearken to his 
advice, and become more obedient to the imperial pleafure. Jaiin 
, Niffar Khan arrived at the Nerbudda with only his common at- 
tendants, not chufing to raife troops, left the appearance . of them 
fliould excite jealoufy in the ameer al amra, efpecially as Ma- 
hummud Ameen Khan had been detached with an army to Malwa, 
a province bordering on Dekkan, at the fame time he received his 
commiflion. Reports had already fpread at Aurungabad, that the 
motive for the march of thefe nobles was the deftru(ftion of the 
-ameer al amra, and had magnified the domeftic. train of one into, 
eight thoufand horfe, as an advanced body to an army under the 
‘ latter of fixty thoufand men. . The ameer al amra, however, /was- 
foon better infonned, by the receipt of letters fiom Jaun Nifiar 
Khan, who requefted an .efcort of ' troops to bring him to his pre- 
fence, his fmall train being infufiicient to protedt him againft a 
■banditti of M'harat-tas, -who infefted the high toad, under Suhta, 
a chieiv independant of Raja Sahoo.- The ameer al anira complied 
with his -requeft j and upon his arrival at Aurungabad treated him 
with great refpedt, but delayed fending him to Boorahanpore, not 
chufing 'to truft a frontier:, ftation to one fent' by the ■emperor. 

This, year was alfo diftinguifiied_by 'the rapid and extraordinary * 
exaltation of Mahummud Moraud. This' man j by birth a/Kafii- 
; mirian, -and native of the fame place as/* Sahebeh 'Nifiwauh, mother 
to Ferokhfere, 'was‘ by her introduced tq the emperor, whom he 
peirfuaded that he coifid eafily eifedt' the deftrudtion of the fyeds, 
without 'Coming to.. DpenVwar/ or eaufing: confufion in the.ftate. 
fPerokhfere, gratified by his flatteries, fuddenly jpromoted him. to the 
. ■ ' W , . rank 



AURUNGZCBE’s SUCCESSORS; 

rank of fcvcn thoufand, with fuitable jaghires, and the title of 
* Rukkiin ad DowJah. He daily conferred upon him the moft ex- 
travagant prefents of jewels and money j al’fo the rich bedftead, 
fumptuoufly adorned with precious ftones, of the emperor Shaw 
Jehaun. As Rukkun ad Dowlah was a man of infamous charac- 
ter, it was fuppofed the emperor was 'a partner in his vice. By his 
counfel, Nizam al Moolk was recalled to court from his govern- 
ment of Moraudabad, and Sirbullund Khan from that of Patna, 
with great promifes of favour, to join. their influence in the deftruc- 
tion of the lyeds. Ajeet Sing, raja of Rhatore and father in law to 
the emperor, was alio invited to court for the fame purpofe j but 
immediately upon his arrival, feeing the irrefolution and varying 
.councils of the cabinet, he thought it fafeft to attach himfelf to 
the vizier. Nizam al Moolk and Sirbullund Khan, who expedted 
the vizarut and ameer al amrafliip, being told by the emperor 
that he intended the former office for Rukkun ad Dowlah, refolved 
to run no rifque merely to ferve the favourite, under whom they 
efteemed it a dilgrace to rank. Upon this, the diftridl of Moraud- 
abad was taken from Nizam al Moolk, and being with additional 
lands created into a Ibubahdaiy, was conferred on Ruf kun ad Dowlah. 
Many others of the principal nobility were allb invited to accomplifli 
the ruin of the minifters s but all, finding that it was only to ag- 
grandize a worthlefi minion, refilled compliance. During thefe 
cabals, the ‘ eeed al fitter occurred, when the emperor as ufual 
went in ilate, attended by the nobility and troops, to the place of 
worlhip without the city ; and it was rumoured, that on this day 
the vizier would be taken prifoner or aflaflinated. Koottub al 
Moolk attended, but no attempt was made againfl: him. Jealou- 
fies and apprehenfions had now arifen to fuch a height, that he 
'no longer thought himfelf fafe without his brother, and accord- 
ingly 

* Pillar of the ftate; 

** Feliival on conclufion of the gre^t Ramazan. 



ingly wrote him to hafVen to Dhely for their mutual fecurity, 
as the moft powerful vaiTals of the empii-e were colleded in the 
capital, and Ferokhfere was daily planning fchemes for their 
deftrudtion. 

I 

The ameer al amra, enraged by the intelligence from his 
brother, refolved to march to his affiflance, and by a deciliv^e blow 
to deftroy the power of their enemies. He had already, in order 
to alarm Ferokhfere, received with great pomp and ceremony 
from Raja Sahoo, a youth called Moien ad Dien, faid to be a 
fon of Sultan Akber, and had requefted leave to come to court, 
as the air of Dekkan was unfavourable to his health. Ferokhfere 
was now filled with dread, and attempted a reconciliation with 
the vizier j who, in order to gain time for the arrival of his brother, 
took a frefli oath of fidelity, as did the emperor of • regard and 
attachment > but there was no fincerity on either fide. Akhlaafs 
Khan was difpatched to afiure the ameer al amra of the emperor’s 
regard, and prevail upon him to remain in Dekkan. Koottub al 
Moolk employed himfelf in attacliing to his interefl;, or at leaft 
to Rand neuter, the few confequential nobility, who had not joined 
his party, and* he fucceeded. Nizam al Moolk was promifed the 
government of Malwa, and Sirbullund Khan that of Cabul. Ma- 
hummud Ameen Khan and Khan Dowraun were alfo drawn over ; 
fo.that Ferokhfere had now no perfon of real confequence or ability 
attached to him, but Maharaja Jey Sing, He advifed the emperor 
to take the field, and trufi: his ^caufe to the aifedlion of his troops, 
who would be animated to their duty by feeing their fbvereign at 
thein head, and defert the minifter, but in vain. Ferokhfere, 
cowardly, . and infatuated, would not quit the walls of his palace, 
where he continued 5 at one time laying fchemes for the afiTaflina- 

W 2 tion 
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tion of the brothefs, and at another, on their difcovery, making 
ahjeiS fubmifllons, and imploring forgivenefi j every effort at 
freedom concluding in greater rcftriaions upon his authority, and 
hazard to his perfon. 

f. The ameer al amra having placed his own garrilbns in fuch 
fortrelfes of Dekkan as he cJiofe to retain, and given up the re- 
mainder to the Mharattas, as the price of their friendfhip, began 
iris march, with an army of above thirty thonfand horfe, ten 
thoufand of whom were . Mharattas. Near the fort of ‘ Mando, 
he was met by Akhlaafs Khan, who had been fent from Dhely 
by tile einperor to affure him of his regard, and to prevail on him 
to return to Dekkan j but this agent was fecretly a fpy of the 
vizier’s. -Inilead of performin'g the royal commiffion, Jre repre- 
lented the reconciliation of Fcrokhfere as pretended, magnified 
the dangerous influence of Rukkun ad Dowlah, and fet forth the 
danger the vizier was in from fo many of the principal nobility at 
Dhely with troops, particularly Nizam al Moolk, Sirbullund Khan, 
Mahummud Ameen Klian, and Maharaja Jey Sing, who would 
certainly iupport the emperor, fhould he but content to withdraw 
his favour ffom Rukkun ad Dowlah. The ameer al amra continued 
his march, and upon bis arrival at Oojein received advice, that 
the emperor, alarmed at his approach, had paid a vifit to Koottub 
al Moolk, honoured him by placing his -turban upon, bis head, 
and that the moft facred oaths of fnendihip had been taken be- 
tween themj that on the following day tlie vizier, with Maharaja 
Ajeet Sing, had gone to court, where the proteftations of fidelity 
and favour were renewed; and Ferokhfere had dignified in full 
aflembly to Rukkun ad Dowlah and his dependants, that he 
would henceforth exclude ail jealoufies of the miniflers from his 
heart. The ameer al amra, on hearing this news, faid in public 

. durbar 
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durbar with a loud voice, that if the emperor had liacerely no 
enmity againft him, ai)d diould receive him with real favour, he 
would on his part form no plans but of loyalty and attachment, 
and would, after .receiving audience and delivering up his royal 
priibn'er, return to his government. He was not however hneere 
in his declarations, for it has been heard from the jmouths of his 
intimates, that, immediately after, he told them in private, that 
he was convinced the emperor would ruin his family, fliould he 
ever have it in his power, and their only fccurity was in his de- 
thronement, He proceeded on his march, and at the diftance of 
about four days from die capital was met by many of the principal 
nobility, and his brother’s dewan. Raja Ruttun Chund, who re- 
lated to him cxao-jrcratcd accounts of die conduct of Ferokhfcre 
and his favourites ; which enraged him fo much, that he dieiyed 
open contempt to Zuffir Khan and others, who had been fent 
from die emperor to compliment and adlire him of the royal 
favour. At length they encamped clofe to Dhely, near the minaret 
of Ferofe Shaw, and, contrary to die ’‘•rules of edquette, com- 
manded his band of mufic to play on his entering his tents, 
faying, that he no longer conlidered himfelf as a fervant of the 
emperor, and would not regard the royal ceremonials. 

Feroklilere, upon intelligence of fuch a mark of difrelped:, 
was overwhelmed with dread, and at a lofs how to ad:. At one 
time he refolved to exert his authority, and take the field, to 
punifii the rebel 5 but his fears foon returned, and he had recourfe 
to mediation and entreaty. Maharaja Jey Sing now again ad- 
vifed him to leave the palace, and encamp ^ afiliring him, that 
he would infiantly be joined by the imperial fervants, who would . 

double 
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double the force of the brothers in number, and punifli their 
infolcnce j that it was moft "probable their own followers would 
defert them, Ihould they fee liis majefty refolved, and join the 
imperial ftandard, when the minifterr muft fubmit to his pleafure, 
or fly. Ferokhfere would not be roufed to adlion.” He now de- 
termined to give 'himfelf up to the mercy of the vizier and ameer 
al amra, and even commanded all the nobility to receive their 
orders, and aft as they diredted. At length he received a melTage 
from Koottub al Moolk, that if he would difmifs Jey Sing from 
court, and confer the ofEces immediately about the royal perfon, 
fuch as the command of the palace artillery, the diredlion of the 
halls of audience, and intendancy of the domeftics, on their de- 
pendants, and admit a guard of their troops into the citadel, he 
Und his brother would come and pay their obeifance with readinefs 
and loyalty. Ferokhfere in reply, alTured them that he would 
confer the above offices on Koottub al Moolk and other fyeds, and 
receive their vifit on the fellival of the * noroze, which would be- 
gin in a few days. Jey Sing, having received the royal orders to 
quit Dhely without delay, retired to his zemindary of Ambere, un- 
able to aflift his wretched Ibvereign. 

The unhappy Ferokhfere having conlented to the demands' 
of the lyeds, on the eighth of February their troops were admit- 
ted into the palace, and the royal guards withdrawn; when 
Koottub al Moolk with Maharaja Ajeet Sing entered, and ppft- 
ed their dependants where they thought proper, to prevent 
treachery. None of the imperial fervants, but Rukkun ad Dow- 
lah, Imteauz Khan, Roolhun ad Dowlah, and a few domeffics 

and 

• Firft day of the Perfian folar year, which is obferred as a high fellival. 
The emperor is weighed in a fcale agaioft fomcwhat of every fort, from jewels 
and gold to the molt common neceffarjes of life, which are dillnbuted to the 
poor. 


F E R O K n S E R E. 


159 


and eunuchs, were allowed to remain with the emperor. The 
ameer al amra, in princely fplcndour and parade, attended by 
his army, marched tlirough the city, and entered the palace 
towards evening, his troops remaining under arms without, to 
j^revent • clifordcrs in the avenues. He was received with the 
grcatcil diflindion by the emperor, who died tears, and placed 
his own turban, upon Jiis head; conferring upon him alfb, all 
the jewels lie had upon his drefs ; but the ameer al amra 
behaved haughtily, refufed part of the gifts, and having up- 
braided his majelly with ingratitude and want of confidence 
in himfclf and his brother, who had been the infiruments of 
his exaltation, to the throne, took iiis leave in an hafty man- 
ner, negleding the cufiomary ceremonial of rcljicd at his depar- 
ture, and returned to his camp. At the fiimc time die vizier, 
with his followers, left the palace, and the royal guards were 
readmitted to dicir Rations. 

Fcroklifcre, though thus difrefpedfully treated by his minifters, 
who, it was cafy to perceive, were not now to be controuled, or 
reconciled to his autliority by his condefeenfions, took no means 
to protect ills perfon. It is probable, he thought the brothers 
would be contented with the powers of government, and leave 
him the name and pageantry of emperor, and that he had refolved 
to Rruggle no longer for greater privileges of royalty. Seven days 
pafled after the interview. On the evening of the feventh, he 
fignified his intentions to hunt in the vicinity of Dhely the follow- 
ing morning, but laid afide his defign on the receipt of a mefiiige 
from Koottub al Moolk, that the ameer al amra had fixed on the 
next, as a lucky day, to deliver up the captive prince he had 
brought from Dekkan, and to receive his audience of difmifiion 
to his government. It has been laid, the brothers had information 
that Ferokhiere’s wifii to hunt was only a pretence to favour his 

efcape 
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cfcape from thtif hands, ahd that he had refolved to fly to Ma- 
haraja Jey Sing; but this does not appear probable, as he had 
fuffered fo many days to elapfe without attempting to quit thfc 
palace, which he could have more eafily effedled in difguife, and 
Unattended, than with his ufual fuite and cumbrous train of majefljn 

On the' morning of the fixteenth of February, Koottub al 
Moolk, attended by Maharaja Ajeet Sing, fome confidential de- 
fendants aUd ^ards, came to the citadel, and were allowed as 
before to difmils the royal garritbn, and fupply their polls with their 
town. The ataeer al anira then dlfpatched his troops to occupy the 
avenUes to the falace, and about three in the afternoon came in 
great f omp througli the city, carrying in his train, upon an ele- 
phant in a covered "ambaree, the pretended captive prince; but 
he did not proceed to the palace, alighting at the, pavilion of' 
Shailteh Khan, fome, dillance from it, where he retoailled. The 
vizier and Ajeet Sing now introduced themfelves to the emperor, and 
demanded certain conceflions and appointments for themfelves and 
iricnds. Kootfub al Moolfc in angry terma lef forth, that in return 
for the fervices performed by himfelf and his brother, they had 
Inet With only ill-founded jealoufies, and treacherous attempts upon 
their lives ; of which the royal orders to Daood Khan and otfiera 
to oppofe them were clear proofs ; that they could not any longer 
fuhmit to his authority, unlefs they had fecurity for their pprfonal 
fafety, by all the offices of the palaCc being committed to the hands 
of 'their own friends, upon which they mull infill. Ferokhfere, 
notWithllanding he faw himfelf entirely in the power of his bnemies, 
defired they W6uld wait till the approaching fellival. When their 
requells Ihould bfe complied with; whith the Vizier refufed, and 
Kukkun ad Ffowlali attempting to pacify his anger, was ordered in 
'opprobrious terms to quit the citadel. This he did in the grcatell 
confufiOn, and was conveyed to his town houfe in the palanquin of 
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Imteauz Khan, not ufing his own, through fear of being moleft- 
ed by the troops. Ferokhfere now retreated to the apartments 
of tlie women, which he hoped would not be violated by the 
rebels. Night was advanced, and day, like the fallen -ftar of the 
emperor, funk in darknefs. The gates of the citadel were clofed 
upon his friends. The vizier and Ajeet Sing remained within. 
This night was dreadful to the inhabitants of the city. No one 
knew what was pafling in the palace, and tlie troops of the ameer 
al amra, with ten thoufand Mharattas, remained under, arms. Early 
in the morning, a rumour took place that the vizier had been 
killed by Ajeet Sing, who had refolved to protedl the emperor, 
his fon in law 5 upon which feveral noblemen prepared to rife 
againft the ameer al amra. By this time a quarrel had happened 
between fome foldiers of Khan Dowraun and a party of Mharattas, 
and while they Svere engaged, the train of Mahummud Ameen Khan, 
who was coming to vifit the ameer al amra, appearing, was miftaken 
by the Mharattas for an enemy, which flruck them with a panic, 
and they endeavoured to fly out of the city. The populace .at- 
tacked them, and killed about fifteen ^ hundred, with three chiefs 
of note. So great was their fright, that numbers quitted their 
horjfes, and fought flielter in houfes, where they were plundered. 
Mahummud Ameen Klian repaired to the ameer al amra, and ex- 
culpated himfelf from caufing this diforder. Ghazee ad Dien Khan, 
Sadaut Khan, his fons, and other nobles, had now drawn out their 
dependants- againfi; the rebels in one quarter of the city, and in 
another, Munnower Azaree had colledted five thoufand men for 
the fame purpofe ^ Rukkun ad Dowlah and other amras were alfo 
ready with their troops in another part. The friends of the ameer 
al amra, alarmed- at the rumour of his brother’s death, and the 
flight of the Mharattas', were in a wavering ilate, and ready to 
' make their efcape, when their courage was revived by intelligence of 
the vizier’s fafety. This was foon fpread abroad, and the emperor’s 
VoL. 11. X fervants ' 
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fervants were dilperfed with little bloodflied or rellftance. It was 
now confirmed that Fcrokhfere had been taken prifonerj and the 
• nobut announced to the people from the walls of the citadel, the 
accellion of Ruffeh al Dirjaut to the throne, which appealed the 
tumult, and order was in great meafure rellored. Many houfes 
however were plundered, and the royal llables burned, during the 
diflurbance. 

It is faid, that Koottub al Moolk repeatedly requefted^ Ferokh- 
fere to quit the private apartments, and defigned to leave him in 
pofleffion of the throne, if he would confent to certain reftndtionsj 
but the emperor would not truft his perfon from the haram. 
While arguments were canying on between him and the vizier, 
the tumult began without the city, and Koottub al Moolk receiv- 
ed information from his brother, that no time was to be loft, as / 
there was danger of a general revolt of their friends and the 
people.' Reduced to extremity, he commanded fome Afghauns 
to force the doors, under the conduft of his brother Nudjum ad 
Dien, who having effeaed it, though bravely refifted by the 
Georgian, Ethiopian, and Turkith women-attendants, entered the 
ladies’ apartments. After much fearch, he found the emperor, 
furrounded by his mother, wife, daughter, and other princefles, 
who entreated for his fafetyj but, at fuch a time, in vain. He 
was forced from among them in the moft injurious manner, and 
immediately confined in a dark chamber, over one of the gates of . 
the palace. Ruffeh al Dirjaut, the fon of Ruffeh al Kudder, 
youngeft fon of Shaw Aulura, was then taken from among the 
confined princes, and feated on the throne, with the title of "Afaou 
Berkaut Shumfe ad Dien Mahummud. His accellion _ was an- 
nounced 


* Band of Mufic. 

‘ Son of divine favoVr, Sun of the rdigion of Mahuihmud. 
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Upon the acceffion of the new emperor, who was yet in his 
minority, it was agreed, that Koottub al Moolfc fliould relide in 
the palace; which he. filled with his own dependants and relations, 
removing even the eunuchs and other domefticks for thofe of his 
own choice. At the firft public divan a firmaun was ifliied, at 
th6 requeft of Maharaja Ajeet Sing and Ruttun Chund, to annul 
the capitation tax on unbelievers, and orders vvere fent to the dif- ' 
ferent 'provinces confirming the governors and oiHcers in pofleffion 
of their polls. Rukkun ad Dowlah was put under llrift. confine- 
ment, his fortune confifcated, and proclamation made for the dif- 
coveiy of his effeits, as it was fuppofed he had fecreted great 
fums and valuable jewels given him by Ferokhfere among his 
friends. Severe tortures were allb inflifled upon his perfon, to 
compel a dilclofure of his wealth. The jaghires and property of 
all the dependants of the late emperor were feized, excepting thofe 
of the ranny his queen, daughter to Ajeet Sing, at whole requell 
they were ipared, and Ihe was allowed to return to her father., 
'The “ walla lhawee munfubdars and cavalry, many of whom had 
ferved long without pay in hope of obtaining jaghires, and thofe 
who had an allowance but were greatly in arrears, were dilbanded 
without receiving any part ; and orders illued, that fuch of them 
as chofe it, might enter the fervice of the ameer al amra, at fifty 
rupees per month for each horleman. Mahummud Ameen Khan 


.was 


A corps railed before FeroMifere’s accelTion to the empire, by that prince. 
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was a]'>pointcd Iccond, aiid AfujczuHir Khan third bukhOii. Though 

Kizani al Moolk, regarding the uncertainly of the times, wiflied 

to retire, he was prevailed upon to accept the foubalulary ofMalwa. 

Sirbuilund Khan, who had marched towards Cabiil, but had halted 

ribout ihirtv miles from Dhclv to watch the turn of events, was 
*■ 

recalled to court, and received a frcdi invclliturc in Jus govern- 
ment ; after which he proceeded. Mahumtnucl Reza was made 
chief caunce, and -Ameer Klian, an old nobleman of Aulumgeer's 
reign, appointed Muddur al fudtloor ; but nil the adairs of revenue 
nnd juflicc were in fad only the dopniics of Raja Ruttuii Cliund. 
Ko nheraiion was made in the arrangements of the provinces, Icfl 
it lliould occafion difcontcnt and confulion, of wlu’ch little Jiad yet 
occurred at anv difiancc from the canital. 

* A 

Tile death of Forokhfere is related in two di/tcrent modes, 
both of which ihall he given, leaving the truth or falfeliood on their 
authors. 

It has been confidently faid by many credible perfons, that the 
brotliers, v/ithout infilding any pcrfonal injury, committed him to 
tire care of an Afghaun ofiiccr in a gateway of the palace. Ferokh- 
fcrc one night left Ids chamber, wliilc Jiis Icccpcr was aflcep, in- . 
tending to let himfclf down from the battlements of the citadel, 
by his turban and vcAhnnd i but was foon difeovered by the wary 
Afghaun, who forced him with blows from the terrace ; which 
difgracc fo aAeded the unhappy prince, that he beat his head with 
fuch force againft the walls . of his prifon as to fradufe his Acull, 
and he died immediately, 

Mahummud Aflium relates the following account, which is 
given in his own words. 

« The 

An office fomewhat fimilaf to chief juftice. The intendancy of charity lands, 
and penfions to the learned and religious, were alfo under its controul. 
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emperor was confined nearly two months in 
“ a dark chamber, enduring various calamities. A hot iron was 
« drawn over his eyes, but it did not wholly deftroy his fight. 
“ Still anxious for liberty, he fent repeated meflages to the fyeds,' 
“ begging mercy and refiipration to his throne j ofibring to aft in 
“ all affairs agreeably to their pleafure. Sometimes he ffattered 
“ his keeper, Abdoolla Khan Afghaun, promifing him the greatell: 
“ rewards if he would condudt liim to Maharaja Jey Sing; of 
“ which the Afghaun informing his employers, they became fear- 
“ ful of his efcape, and refolved upon his death. Poifon was 
“ twice mingled in his viftuals without effedt j but' being adminif- 
“ tered a tliird time, he was thrown into violent agonies, and 
“ continued long in torture. During his pangs he invoked curfes 
" on his murderers, and called on God, whofe name had witnefled 
the treaty he had made with them, to avenge his caufe by in- 
“ ftant punifhment. The brothers, upon this, ordered his death 
“ to be haftened with the bow-ftring, but it was with difficulty the 
“ executioners could place it round his neck, as he feized it with 
“ his hinds, and they were obliged to beat them with clubs, fo 
“ that he was put to great pain before he expired. It was re- 
" ported, that he was alfo mangled with fabresj but the author 
“ has heard this contradifted by the executioners themfelves, who 
related the above particulars to him with tears of compundlion. 
tt The evening of the day following, the body was carried for in- 
“ terment to the tomb of “ Hoomaioon. - The populace attended 
the proceflion in crowds, curfing the fyeds, and lamenting 
“ Ferokhfere, who was much beloved by the meaner fort for his 
“ great charities towards them. They infulted the officers who 
“ conduced the funeral by abufive words, pelting them with Hones 
•• and filth; nor would any one receive from .them the alms 
“ offered as ufual on fuch occalions. On the third day after the 
“ burial, all the poor of the city repaired to the terrace on which 

“ the 


• Father of the emperor Akber. 
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the corpfe^ had been -waflied, to renew, their mournings ; arid 
“ having fubferibed- to procure ^‘inolowees and buy '’vidluals, con- 

tinued lamenting and praying ail night till the dawn of morn- 
“ ing.” Thus far fays Mahumniud. Aflium, But furely the divine 
venofeance was (hewn in tlie misfortunes and death 'of Ferokh- 

O . ' - 

fere, ' for he had inflided thofe cruelties on others which he liow 
tailed of himfelf. As for the fyeds they fhortly alfo received re- 
tribution for their adions. 

The brothers, now poffeffed of abfolute authority and the imr 
perial treafures, aded as they thought proper. They divided 
money, jewels, elephants, horfes, and rich plate between them^ 
and Koottub al Moolk, who was much addided to women, feized 
feveral ladies of the royal haram for his own ufe. The new 
emperor was but a child, and no more than a pageant; but he 
did” not long furvive liis exaltation, dying of a confumption, after 
a nominal reign of four months. and a few days; being fucceeded- 
by his younger brother RufFeh ad Dowlah, 

; RUFFEH; 

s ProfeiTors of divinity, or teachers. 

At the fateah, or third day after the Interment of a corpfe, the relations 
and friends of the deceafed meet to pray for the repofe of the foul, when 
vifluals are diftributed to all comers and the poor. This ceremony is allb 
renewed, every anmverfary of ' the death.- , , 
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Immediately on the accc/hon Rufeh ad Dawlah, a re- 
bellion broke out at Agra. The governor of this citadel, willing 
to take advantage of the troubles of the Hate, fupported by his 
garrifon and Ibme tnunfubdars'of the province, proclaimed as em- 
peror fultan Nekoofeer, fon of Akbef, youngeft fon of Aulumgeer, 
hoping that he fhould fpeedily be joined by Maharaja Jey Sing, 
and other nobles inimical to the fyeds. The brothers, upon re- 
ceiving intelligence of this commotion, marched with Ruffeh ad 
Dowlah from Dhely without delay, and reached Agra before the 
governor could receive any important affiftance. He held out the 
citadel for fome days, in hopes of fuccourj but, finding that a 
plot was laid by his own troops to deliver him up to his enemy, 
he put himfelf to death, and the place was given up to the minif- 
ters, who punifhed a few of the officers with death, and remanded 
Nekoofeer to his confinement. Soon after this, Ruffeh ad Dowlah 
was taken ill, and being part hopes of recovery, Nudjum Ali 
Khan was difpatched to Dhely to bring down one of the confined 
princes to fucceed him. -He fixed upon Roofhun Akhter, the Ion 
of Jehaun Shaw, fon ofShaw Aulum, eldeft fiirviving Ion of Au- 
rungzebe, who, with his mother, had been confined fince the 
death of his father and accellion of Jehaundar Shaw. Ruffeh 

ad 
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ad Dowlali died before his arrival, after a reign of only three 
montlis. This event was kept fecret for fome days in the camp, 
to prevent diforder, till the arrival of * Roofhun Akhter j when 
the royal corpfe was fent in great funeral pomp to Dhely, where 
it was interred in the maufoleum of Koottub ad Dien, near his 
brother and predecefTor Abou Berkaut. 


Of brilliant ftar. 
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Rooshun Akhter arrived in the camp at Futtehpore on the 
eleventh of Zeekaudj and on the fifteenth of the fame month, 
about eight in the morning, being the felefted fortunate hour, 
added Iplendour to the throne of Hindooftan by his aulpicious' 
acceffion. He took the title of ‘Abou Futteh^Naffir ad Dien 
Mahummud Shaw. He was at this time in his feventeenth year. 
Navob Koodfia, his mother, followed him from Dhely, and being 
a woman of ^eat judgment and good -fenfe, did not negleft a 
regard to the circumllances of the times, but devoted her attention 
to acquire the confidence of the brothers in ail affairs. The de- 
pendants of her late hutband Jehaun Shaw would have gone to 
meet her, but Ihe forbad them, and commanded that no one 
ihould approach the door of her apartments to prefent offerings, 
being refolved to remove every caufe of jealoufy from the fyeds. 

‘ Fifteen thouland rupees per menfcm were allotted for the expenfes 
of her houfehold. The emperor was furrounded by the depend- 
ants of the vizier and ameer al amra, without whofe aflent he did 
not even move from the camp to take the air ; and by the inftruc- 
tion of his mother, he ftudied wholly the pleafure of his mimfters, 
who condufted the affairs of the empire with abfolute fway. 


As the brothers were not fatisfied with the conduft of Jub- 
beleh Ram Naggir, governor of Aleabad, who had fhewn them 

dilfelpeiS, 

• Father of vlflory, champion of religion. 

^ About hheen hundred pounds fierling. 
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difrefpedt, the ameer al amra prepared to march to that quarter, but 
fuddenly received intelligence of his death, upon which he impru- 
dently obferved. It was to be regretted that his head had not 
been feen by tlie people on the point of a fpear. This fpeech 
coming to the ears of Gheerdhir, nephew to the deceafed, he re- 
folved not to fubmit to the authority of the fyeds, colleded troops, 
and affumed independance in his province. Upon this, the ameer 
al amra moved the royal camp towards Agra, ordered a bridge of 
boats to be thrown over the Jumna, and, giving out that he ihould 
foon follow with the emperor, detached fome troops againft the 
rebel. - About this time Meer Jumlah was appointed fuddur al 
fuddoorl but the powers of this office, as of every other, were . 
controuled by Ruttun Chund 5 infomuch that he even conftituted 
the judges of the Mahummedan law in the provinces. It is faid, 
that one day, taking fome perfons to be introduced as cauzees to 
Koottub al Moolk, the vizier, laughing, obferved, that he ap- . 
pointed muflulmaun divines,, though a Hindoo ; upon which one 
of his companions wittily remarked, that the raja, having hap- 
pily fettled his temporal ‘ concerns, had turned his attention to 
fpiritual affairs. 

Gheerdhir, alarmed at the threatened march of the ameer al 
amra, fent petitions to court, offering tb evacuate the fort of Ale- 
abad, if the minifters would fend Raja Ruttun Chund to affure 
him of their -friendfhip, and appoint him to another government. 
His requeft was complied with, and the foubahdary of Oude was 
conferred upon him, with promotion to a higher rank. This in- ■ 
dulgence was confidered as a proof of weaknefs in the minifters 
by the provincial governors, ■ who now began to relax in their obe- 
dience. It was alfo rumoured abroad, that the brothers had dif- 
fered concerning the divifton of plunder in the citadel of Agra, 
which occalioned miftruft and jealouiy among their dependants. 
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Nizam al Moolk,'who had been appointed foubahdar of Malwa, 
liad by his vigour and abilities reftored that province to a flourifljing 
lituationj but the reputation he acquired rendered him an objed 
of jealoufy to the brothers, who willied to remove him to another 
quarter, lefs favourable to his intereft than the' frontier of Dekkan, 
where 'he had great influence with the Mharattas. They offered 
him the choice of four other foubahs, under pretence that the 
ameer al amra wiflied to refide in Malwa, as from its vicinity he 
could better watch the affairs of his government of Dekkan j but 
Nizam al Moolk, not wifhing t6 quit his.poft, excufed himfelf, 
and prepared to refill: the demand - by adding to his ibrce. , It is 
faid allb, that he had the boldnels to conclude a letter to the vizier 
with this verfe : “ I am not ungrateful,' I can fwear with truth j 
f‘ I am not like you, I can fwear with truth.”- Upon reading this, 
the lyeds were enraged, and fending for the agent of Nizam al 
Moolk, imprudently treated him .with infult, and fpoke of his 
employer in opprobrious language. 

< J^fizam al Moolk, upon infonnation of the behaviour of the lyeds, 
refolved to throw off his obedience to their authority, and feek an 
independant power in Dekkan. To this he looked with greater 
hopes of fuccefs, as Mahummud Ameen, and other Tooraunee 
nobles at court, had allured him they were weary of the pride and 
haughtinefs of the ufurpers, and would try every means to ruin 
them, which would eafily be effedted if they could be feparated, 
and moll probably his invading Dekkan would draw the ameer al 
amra to that quarter. They fent him alfo a private note from 
the emperor, exprelling his encouragement of any plan to extricate ‘ 
him from the hands of the vizier and ameer al amra, and appoint- 
ing him to the nizamiit of all Dekkan. Nizam al Moolk began 
his march from. Malwa,- and intelligence, of it foon reached the 
brothers, who dilpatched Dlllawer Ali Khan at the head of a con- 
fiderable army-in purfuit. About this time advices were received 



-MAHUMMUD SHAW. 


173 


of the fuccefs of Abd al Summud Klian, foubahdar of Lahore, 
againft the rebellious Afghauns, who had raifed a dangerous infur- 
redlion in that province, 

Nizam al Moolk, having crolied the Nerbudda,- prevailed on 
the governor of ’ Afere.to put him in polTeflion of that very im- 
portant fortrels, for a large fum of money ; and he was equally for- 
tunate in obtaining the citadel of Boorahanpore on the fame terms. 
He was alfo joined by liis relation Eiwuz Khan, foubahdar of Berar, 
a general 'of reputation, and his whole army. Runna, a Mha- 
ratta chief inimical to Raja Sa.hoo, entered his let vice with two 
thoufand horfe, and many zemindars flocked to his ftandard; as 
did alfo Anwer Klian, governor of Boorahanpore. At this time the 
mother of Syef ad Dien' Khan, a near relation of the ameer al amra, 
who was on the road to Boorahanpore, fearful of ill ufage, fent 
her jewels to Nizam al Moolk, who would not accept them; but 
treated her meffenger refpedfuily,, and gave her an efcort of two 
hundred horfe to conduct her to the army of Dillawer Aii Khan 
which adtion procured him great credit. The ameer al amra, 
receiving advice of his rapid progrefs, prepared td march in perfon 
againft him, though Raja Ruttun Chund and other friends advifed 
' peace, and that he ftiould yield the foubahdary of Dekkan to- him, 
as a favour from the emperor. About this time advice arrived of 
a dangerous -tumult -having happened in Kafhmeer, between the 
muflulmauns and Hindoos, owing to fome religious difputes, in 
which' the greateft cruelties were committed on both fides. 

This difagreeable intelligence was quickly followed by fome, 
ftill more unwelcome to the brothers, of the defeat and death df 
Dillawer Ali Khan, with little Iqfs to Nizam al Moolk, who was 
marching’ rapidly towards Aurungabad. Koottub al Moolk and 

the 

* Once the capital of the kingdom of Khandelhe, reduced by Akber. It is 
now in poffeflion of Sindia, a Mharatta chief. 
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the ameer al amra now became irrefolute, and diftrafted in their 
councils; one time giving out that they would both march with the 
emperor to Dekkan; at another, refolving to offer terms; and then 
again determined on war. The ameer al amra would have taken off 
Mahummud Ameen Khan, 'whom he fufpeded of treachery, but 
this the vizier would not allow. Amid thefe alarms, on Friday ' 
the twenty fecond of Ramzaun, occurred at Agra a dreadful earth- 
quake. It continued at intervals for many days, during which 
numerous buildings were thrown down, and many people killed. 

It was accompanied with a rumbling noife in the earth, that filled 
the hearts of men with fear, and the fuperftitious regarded it as 
the forerunner of downfall to the minifters, who alib were not 
unaffedled with this belief. 

In the month of Zeekaud it was refolved, that the emperor, 
with Koottub al Moolk, fhould march to Dhely, and the ameer 
al amra to Dekkan; but this plan was delayed, owing to the 
jealoufies which the latter had of the Tooraunee nobles, particu- 
larly Mahummud Ameen Khan ; who, fulpefting treacheiy, had 
fortified liimlelf in his quarters ; but this obilacle xvas at length 
overcome, and a new treaty of friendfhip concluded. 

The fugitives, to the amount of fome thoulands, who had 
efcaped from the field on the defeat of Dillawer Ali Khan, joined 
themfelves with Aulum Ali Khan at Aurungabad, who had march- 
ed from that city with an army of five and twenty thoufand horfe 
to oppofe Nizam al Moolk. Twelve thoufand of this force were 
Mharattas, whom he detached to harals the enemy’s army, by lay- 
ing wafte the country, and cutting off his fupplies. Nizam al 
Moolk, having lent his heavy baggage and women to Afere, be- 
gan his march from Boorahanpore, crofled the Poorna with^ great - 
expedition, and pitched his camp at Ballapore, where he refolved 
to wait and give battle. He was now equally fuccefsful as before ; 

Aulum 
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Auluiii Ali Khan was defeated and (lain, and' his death lejft the 
nizam without a rival in Dekkan. 

f 

^ The grief and diforder which the intelligence' of this misfortune 
occafioned to the brothers, is not to be expreffed, elpecially. the 
ameer al amra, whofe wives and family were in Dekkan ; but he 
was relieved ftiortly from his fears for their fafety. The governor 
of Dowlutabad, though he had fuffered great injuries from him, 
had the generolity to admit thern into the fortrefs, where he fliewed 
them attention and refpedl. News arrived that Mubariz ^an, 
governor of Hyderabad, had joined Nizam al Moolk with feven 
thoufarid horfe. 

After much deliberation, it was agreed that Koottub al Moolk 
'Ihould remain at Dhely, and the ameer al amra move with the 
emperor to Dekkan 5 accordingly the former, having taken leave, 
proceeded towards the capital, and the imperial army purfued the 
route to Dekkan. 

The ufurpations of the fyeds had long been regarded^ with dif- ' 
guft by the nobility, who in general wifhed their deftrudtion. 
Mahummud Ameen Khan, who converfed in the Turkifli Janguage 
.with the emperor, had gained his • aflent to the plans of Nizam al 
Moolk, and had refolved if poffible to procure the aflaffination of 
•the ameer al amra. He communicated his intentions to^Saaudut A. D. 1720, 
Khan, the fojedaur of Biauna, and Hyder Khan. It Was agreed 
. to call: lots who Ihould ftrike the blow, and the chance fell upon 
,the latter. On the fourth or fifth- day’s march from Agra, jufi: 
as the emperor had entered his tents, Mahummud Ameen Khan, 
pretending illnefs, took a fudden leave, and communicated the plot 
to Hyder Koolli Khan, commander of the royal artillery, who 

. agreed 

i Afterwards navob of Oude, and great grandfather to the prefent vizier, 

Afoph ad Dowlah. 
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ngrced to fupport him with all his force. He had before gained 
oyer feveral other chiefs to affift in defending the emperor and his 
friends, Ihould the followers, of the ameer al amra rife to revenge 
his aflaffination. ' ’ . ° 

The ameer al amra, having condufled the emperor to his 
tents, had taken leave, and was proceeding to his own quarter in a 
palanquin. .He had reached the gate of the ‘kullaul bar, when 
Hyder Khan appeared, holding a petition, and ciying aloud for 
juftice on Mahummud Ameen Khan. . The attendants would have 
driven him away, but the ameer al amra commanded them to let 
him approach, which he did, and prefented the paper. While he 
was engaged in reading it, Hyder Khan drew his dagger and 
plunged it into his fide. The ameer al amra ftruck the allaffin a 
violent blow with his foot, at the fame inftant crying out, “ Put 
the emperor to death." The Ihock of liis motion overfet the 
palanquin, and he fell dead on the ground. A hundred fwords 
were drawn in an inftant, and the daring allaffin "was cut in pieces^ 
but a band of Moguls who had been placed ready by Mahummud 
Ameen^Khan, now approaching, dilperfed the attendants, and. 
Cutting off the head of the ameer al amra, carried it to the emperor. 

Ghyrut Khan, nephew to the deceafed, refolved to revenge 
Ids death ; and colleifting what troops he could in the confulion, 
inarched towards the emperor’s encampment; but Mahummud 
Ameen Khan, Saaudut Khan, and other nobles, had placed Ma- 
hummud Shaw upon an elephant at the head of their forces,. and' 
drawn out the royal artillery. A Irnart Ikirmifli however endued, 
in which Ghyrut Khan being killed, the dependants of the ameer 
al amra fell into confufion, and were foon dilperfed. His tents 
were given up to 'the plunder of the camp followers, who in an 
• inftant 

■ An enclofuie of network round the royal tents. 
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V inftant levelled them with the ground, fet them on lire, and feized 
upon the riches they contained. 

After this victory, Hyder Koolli Khan fent olFers'of pardon and 
encouragement to Mohukkum Sing, dewan to the ameer al amra, 
which he accepted. Ruttun Chund had- the fame from Mahum- 
mud Ameen Khan; but fearful for his life, he wrote a note to 
inform Koottub al Moolk of what had happened, and then trying 
to make his efcape, was feized by the populace, who hated, him 
for his pride and cruelty. After being feverely beaten, he was 
carried to Mahummud Ameen Khan, and put in confinement. 
Several otlier dependants alfo fuffered, and many joined the em- 
peror’s party- on aflhrances of protection. Mahummud Ameen 
Khan was now. appointed vizier, with the title of * Eatimaud ad 
Dowlahj and Khan Dowraun ameer al amra, with the title of 
^ Sumfam* ad Dowlah. Their relations and dependants were ad- 
vanced to honours and high ftations*; and all who had aflilled in 
the defence of ‘the emperor were rewarded by the royal favour. 
Eatimaud ad .Dowlah fent off the bodies of the ameer al amra,^ 
Ghyrut Khan, and others, his' relations llain in the Ikirmilh, in 
great funeral pomp, to be interred at Ajmere in the tomb of their 
ancellors. How; forcible do the words of the poet appear, when 
we reflect upon the above events ! ‘‘ This world, my fon, is not 
eternal, therefore expeCt not conllancy from its fmiies ; -^even the 
power of Solomon, pafled away. Happy is he who leaves behind - 
him the.reputation'of, juftice and mercy.” Thefe qualities were 
fully poflefled by the ameer, al amra. His conduCt to Ferokhfere 
and his /avourites, was, from the neceffity of felf-prefervation ; and 
who will not guard his own life and honour at the expenfe of thofe 
who feek to deftroy them? We have never heard of any ftatef-- . 
man willingly refigning them, even among the chofon of God and 
Vol: II. ... Z - 
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the prophets. How cotild fuch'eminent perfonages as Koottuh al 
Moolk and the ameer al amra, liibmit their lives and honours to 
Ferokhfere, after the important fervices they had yielded him, to 
riiifc the confequence of fuch wretched fevourites as Meer /umlah 
and Rukkun ad Dowlah, who were infamous for their vices f ' ^ 

'■-It' ' 

Koottuh al Moolk ivas arrived within forty cofi of Dhely when 
a camel courier brought him intelligence of his brother's aflaflin- 
ation, in a confufed note from Ruttun Chund. His eyes were 
drowned in forrow, and life to him now appeared irkfbme. Seeing, 
however, no remedy but patience, he refblved to proceed to Dhe^ 
without delay. Some of his fnends advifed him to march imme- 
diately againft the emperor, who probably was yet but weak, and 
not joined by the troops of the ameer al amra ; but he refufed this 
counfel, thinking it hazardous 'to oppofe Mahummud Shaw, unlefi 
fupported by a rival from the defcendants of Timur. He thought 
it mod: prudent to return to the capital, fet another prince on the 
throne, flrengthen his' intereft by making fnends among the old 
nobles refident in the city, and coUedting more troops. He accord- 
- ingly proceeded by forced marches, but in fuch diforder, that the 
villagers and banditti plundered his baggage, and fuch perfons- as 
could not keep up with his main body. One day, the officer who 
guarded his advanced tents was cut to pieces with his efcort, and 
a confiderable caravan bringing fupplies was plundered in a village, 
only three miles from his army. The farmers turned out the 
managers of the fyeds’ Jaghires, and poflefled themfelves of theit 
rents and effedts. Koottuh al Moolk had fent an exprels to his 
brother Nudjum ad DIen Ali Khan, governor of Dhely, com- 
manding him to place one of the confined princes on the throne, 

, and endeavour to preferve quiet in the aty by contradidting the 
report of the alTaffination, and to levy troops. Nudj'um ad Dien, 
upon receipt of the order, gave out that Eatimaud ad Dowlah was 
kiUed, and fent a force to furround his houfe, and keep his family 

prifonersj 
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prifoners V but they found it well guarded by trully dependants, 
who would not fubmit to injury. Notwithftanding his afRiftion, 

-Nudjum ad Dien made the ufual proceffion on the “ eed of lacrifice, 
and upon his return from it, fent to offer the throne to the fons of 
Jehaundar Shaw, but neither would accept it. He .did the fame to 
fultan Nekofeer, but he declined it } when the offer was embraced 
fry fultan Ibrahim, fon of Rufreh al Rudder, and grandfon of Shaw 
'Aulum. 

On the eleventh of Zeehudje, fultan Ibrahim afcended the A.D. j 72 »« 
-throne with the ufual ceremonies. He. was vifited on.thefecond 
•’day after by Koottub al Moolk, who prevailed on the . nobility at 
'the capital to accept offices under him, and advanced them large 
•fums of money to levy troops. He entertained every perfbn who 
could bring a horfe and arms, at ** eighty rupees per month, with- 
out diftind:ion of good or bad, which however occafioned much 
difguft to his veterans and thofe who were well mounted. In a few 
.days he had a promifcuous army of eighty thoufand horfe, but the 
'greater part ill provided:; and it is faid, he advanced more than a 
,«corore of rupees on this occafion. Many of the nobles of Ferokh- 
fere’s reign were employed, and arnohg them Rukkun ad Dowlah. 

They received his money, and deferted him almoft immediately. 

* ) 

On the feventeenth -of the month Koottub al Moolk accompanied 
fultan Ibrahim, in as great pomp as the fhortnefs .of preparation 
- would allow, from Dhely, and pitched his camp near the ^ Eedgaeh 
•not far from the city. Here he was joined by Gholaum Ali Khan 
and two other chiefs, who had efcaped from the emperor’s camp. 

As it was reported that Mahummud Shaw was advancing to the 

- Z 2. - capital 

^ A feftival in commemoration of Abraham’s offering his fon. 

About -ten pounds fterling. 

A million fterling. 

^ Place of worfhip on the eeds or feftivals. 



AURUNGZEBE's successors. 


capital by die way of Raajepootana, Koottub al Moolk made his 
third day’s halt at the tomh of Koottub ad Dien j but having intel- 
ligence of an alteration in the royal route, he moved to Feridabad. 
He was joined daily by numerous bands of fyeds from Barreh, feveral 
Afghaun chiefs and principal zemindars, alfo by many dependants 
of his deceafed brother, who deferted Mahummud Shaw' after hav- 
ing received fums of money in advance and other favours. Choor- 
amun, raja of the Jauts, came to odcr his fervices, and prefented 
three elephants and feveral camels, which he had plundered from 
the imperial army. On the ninth of Mohirnm, Mahummud Shaw 
marched from Shawpore, where he had' waited feveral .days in 
hopes of being joined by Abd al Summud Khan and Maharaja Jey 
Sing, but 'they did not arrive. The latter fent his dewan with four 
thouland horfe j and Mahummud Khan Bunguth, with other Rohilla 
chiefs and their dependants, joined the royal army! j 

t 

On the ninth and tenth both armies moved in order of battle, 
but did not come wadtion, though feveral Ikirmilhes happened 
between detached parties, and Chooramun attempted, but in vain, 
to capture the royal magazine and the bullocks of the artillery then 
grazing near the camp. Hyder Kootli Khan, ' meer atulh, com- 
manded Mahummud Shaw’s advanced line, Saaudut Khan and 
Mahummud Khan Bungulh the right, and Sumfam ad Dowlah the 
left wing. Eatimaud ad Dowlah took poll with the emperor in the 
center. Meer Jumlah was entrufted with the baggage of the army, 
and AlTud'Ali Khan protedled the haram. The artillery was lla- 
tioned in the front of the army, and behind it the war elephants 
in llrong armour, with mally chains to wield With their trunks. 

Koottub al Moolk, having marched from HoulTunpore, pitched 
his camp within three cofs of the imperial army j and on the 
twelfth formed his order of battle, but in much confulion, owing 
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r.to the irregular difpofitions of the fyeds of 'Barreh,- all eager for pre- 
eminence. At length Nudjum ad Dieil Ali Khan^ took .the com- 
mand of 'the advanced line, Koottub'.alMoolk with fultan Ibrahim 
took -poll; in the center, but there -was no 'regular .commanders of - 
the wings. The night , of the thirteenth was palTed under arms ; 
and in the morning,’ Mahumrtiud Shaw having commanded the 
head of Ruttun Chund to be flruck off and thrown under his ele- 
phant, as a lucky omen, advanced to' give battle. A cannonade 
• was kept up the whole day, when towards evening the advanced 
line of the rebels was put to flight and the imperialiflis took pofleflion 
of their ground, but did not puifli this. advantage farther.' Koottub 
al Moolk at funfet ordered a fmall tent to be pitched for his repofe. 
Both armies .remained under arms, and the irhperial ’ artillery con- 
, tinned firing all nighty which /fo Tncommoded the enemy, that 
many chiefs with their followers fled, and in the morning not more' 
than feventeen out of ah hundred thouland horfe remained with 
Koottub al Moolk. 'He however was yet undaunted; and at day- 
- light charged the imperialiftsi A bloody and long conflict enfued, 
in which the fortune of Mahuriimud Shaw prevailed. Koottub al 
Moolk, deferted by all . but a few perfonal attendants, difmounted 
from his elephant' and fought bravely, on foot when he was taken 
•prifoner with’ his brother Nudjum ad 'Dien, and carried to the em- 
^perof. The victory .'was now cbrhplete',. and the baggage of the 
vanquiflied fell into the hands of the conquerors. Sultan Ibrahim, 
:’vyho had fled from the field, was taken, and remanded to confine- 
ment.' ' The news of, the .victory reached Dhelyin the evening of 
the fourteenth;: and hccaiioned joy dr grief, according to the Hopes 
and fears of dijfereht intereflis. 'The wellwifhers of the emperor • 
rejoiced, and thofe of Koottub kl Moolk were overwhelmed with 
•foriw. Of : the latter, feveral -efcaped, .with their eifedls, and 
.others .were thrown into prifon by the cutwal of the city. His 
women, covering their afEidlions with the veil of patience, would - 
not let their feet without the .citadel of mode/ly ; but Abdoolla 
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Khan Kaufee, 'who had been left to prote£t them,' extended the 
-hand of rapine tipon their effefts, and fled with a great booty to 
his oWn country, rendering hiS name tidious and accurfed to pof- 
Jlerity. Gholatita Ali Khan, nephew to Koottub al Moolk, an'd 
•his adopted Ion, Nujjabut Ali Khan, put on difguifes, hoping to 
tfcape, but they were flopped, ahd taken prifoners on the road. 

Mahumtoud Shaw, after this decifive and important vidtory, 
rewarded thb fervices of his nobility and army according to their 
merits, and prepared to march to Dhely. On the nineteenth he 
encamped near the tomb of the holy ‘ Nizam ad Dien, where he 
paid his devotions, and conferred his bounties on the attendants ahd 
pilgrims. Here he waited two daps for the fortunate inflaht to 
msdce his entry into the capital. Hyder Koolli Khan was pro- 
moted to the rank of feven thouland, ahd entrafled with the care 
'of Koottub al Moolk. Saaudut Khan was honoured with the ^ mach 
madrattib, and title of Bahadur Jung, 'On the twenty fecond the 
empefOr entered the city in great pomp, upon an elephant moft 
fumptuoufly caparifoned, and attended by feveral others in houlings 
of embroidery and cloth of gold. Several travelling thrones and 
aDlher carriages, richly ornamented with precioos ftones, gold, and 
•enamel, dazzled the eyes of the beholders. The troops of the 
houfehold and thofe of the nobility were all newly clothed, and 
encreafed the fplendout of the cavalcade. Numbers of beautiful 
horfes, in furniture fet with jewels and enamelled, were led in 
the proceflion, which was Iplendid beyond all defcription. Money 
was fcattered in profuCon to the populace, whofe acclamations at 
the reftoration Of the imperial authority reached the heavens. The 
'emperor arrived in the palace about eight o’clock, where his 
mother, Koodfia ‘Begum, and the other princcfles firft made thdr 
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ofFerings, waving round his head golden bafons filled with jewels, 
and gold and lilver coins, which were afterwards diftributed to the 
poor. After tliis ceremony, tlie nobility and people were per-. 
mitted to prefent the nuzzers and gifts of congratulation. The 
empire now once more enjoyed perfed; peace, • and the faireft prof-? 
pedt appeared of a long and glorious reign to Mahummud Shaw. 

On tlic laft day of the month, Abd al Summud Khan came to 
pay his refpe<3:s at court from his government of Lahore, and was 
received with great favour ; alfo Maharaja Jey Sing, and Raja 
Gheerdhir, foubalidar 6f Oude ; at the interceflion of the former of 
whom the religious capitation tax was again repealed, much to the 
fatisfadtion of the Hindoos. An addrefs of congratulation, accom- 
panied by an offering, arrived from Nizam al Moolh, who was con- 
firmed in the government of Dekkan. A petition, with a large fum 
pf money, was received from Mobrffiud Koolli Khan, navob of Ben- 
gal, who was continued in that fbubahdary. Zakariah Khan was 
appointed governor of Kalhmeer. On the twenty fecond of Rubbi al 
Awul, the emperor marched from Dhely on a hunting excurfion, 
on which he received intelligence of the dangerous illnels of Eati- 
maud ad Dowlah* This nobleman died on the twenty ninth, after 
having enjoyed the office of vizier only twenty two days j nor was 
he regretted by the people, to whom he was oppreffive. Intend- 
ing to enlarge his palace, he had difpoffeffed feven hundred fami^ 
lies in his neighbourhood , of their habitations; which, however, 
were reftored upon his deceafe by his fon Kummir ad Dien Khan. 
The immenfe wealth Eatimaud ad Dowlah had acquired, from the 
confifcations and plunder of the fyeds and their dependants, was 
given up by the emperor to his heirs. This contradidts the impu- 
tation of avarice, too generally laid againft Mahummud Shaw ; for 
at this period the royal treafury was very low, the late miniffers-. 
having ipoiled it of vaft. fums, and even coined into money the 
golden .and filver rails of the hall of audience. It was the general 
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ufage of the princes of the houfe of Timur, to feize the efiefls'bf 
their deceafed courtiers j and they conlidered it as generous to leave 
a fmall part to the heirs. In the cafe of Eatimaud ad Dowlah, 
whofe wealth had in fail been plundered from the palace by the 
lyeds, the emperor had a right to refume pofleffion j ' but,_ in 
general, the privilege of epnfifeation is tyrannical, and dilgraceful 
to the royal family j a cuftom, which no judgment or law can vin- 
dicate. How unjuft,' that a perfon who had Ipeiit his whole life, 
and perhaps facrificed it, in the fervice of his hing, Ihould, on 
his death-bed, fee his wives and children employed in diijjerling and 
concealing his property, inftead of comforting and alleviating his 
cares by lympathy and forrow ! 

The death of Eatimaud ad Dowlah was attributed, by the com- 
mon pbople, to the effe£t of divipc judgment, for his conduft to 
a celebrated devotee. This man, named Nummood, pretended a 
million from heaven to corredt the abufcs which had crept into 
the mufliilmaun religion j and his fuccefi in making votaries was lb 
great, that the minifters were apprehenfive of a dangerous infur- 
re(5tion. Eatimaud ad Dowlah, during his illnels, fent guards to 
feize his perfon j but the impoftor had colledled his difeiples, and 
refolved to defend himfelf j at the lame time denouncing the ven- 
geance of God againft the vizier. The guards, either alarmed by 
fuperftition, or the numbers pf his followers, returned without at- 
tempting to arreft him j and Eatimaud ad Dowlah being juft then 
feized with the agonies of death, his women, overcome with dread, 
were weak enough to fend a melfenger, with a large fom of 
money, to appeafe the wrath of Nummood, and to re'queft his 
prayers for the recovery of their lord. The impoftor, on receiving 
the account of his lituation, cried aloud to his companions that he 
had ftruck an arrow into the heart of an infidel, who would not 
recover: and Eatimaud ad Dowlah dying, the belief of Num- 
, . mood’s 
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mood’s apoftlefliip was confirmed among the vulgar more than ever. 
He continued in high reputation during, his life, but upon his death, 
his fons quarrelling with a con$dential fervant, he difclofed the 
fcheme of the impofture, and the herefy in great meafure ceafed. 

On the twenty fecond of Rubbi al Saunee, Einaiut Oollah Khan 
was appointed to exercife the fundtions of vizier, but without the 
title ; the emperor wifliing to confer the pofi: upon Nizam al Moolk, 
who was detained in Dekkan by fome commotions in that country. 

t 

The inhabitants of Ajmere and Guzarat having fent complaints 
to court of the opprefiive condodt' of the- deputies of' Maharaja 
Ajeet Sing,, their governor, the emperor removed him from his 
employments, and appointed Hyder Koolli Khan to the former, 
and Muzzuffir Ali Khan to the latter province. Ajeet Sing, upon 
intelligence of his removal, rofe in rebellion, and took polTeffion of 
the town of Ajmere, Here, having aflembled the chief officers 
of the province, he produced before them the ’ imperial firmaun, 
under the fignature of Mahummud Shaw, conftituting him foubah- 
ffiar of Guzarat and Ajmere during life, which had been impru- 
dently given him by the emperor’s mother, on his acceffion to the 
throne, in order to enfure his fidelity, fliould the fyeds have medi« 
tated' the depofal of Mahummud Shaw. He difpatched a copy of 
this, with a petition, to the prefence, reprefenting his removal as a' 
breach of the royal promife, and a dilgrace, to refifi: ■ which he 
would hazard his life 5 but that if his majefty would leave him 
Ajmere, he would willingly refign Guzarat, and return to his 
duty. Upon receipt of jhe petition, a council was held, and' 
Sumfam ad Dowlah, ameer al amra, confidering the difordered 
Rate of the imperial finances, advifed that Ajeet'-Sing ffiould be 
indulged with the province of Guzarat, and Ajmere be entrufted 
to a mufiulmaun nobleman, as- it was nearer the capital, and a 
place of greR veneration to the faitliful. The emperor and Hyder 
VoL. II, A a ' ' Koolli 
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Koolli Khan were for punifliing the rebel, and SaaUdut Khan was 
fummoned from Agra to command an army agaihft him. On his 
arrival, preparations were fet on foot, but owing to the difagreements 
of the nobles at court, who were unwilling to be under his com- 
mand, and the indolence of the emperor,, they went oh but flowly. 
In the mean time, intelligence arrived that MuzzufSr Ali Khan, 
foubahdar of Ajmere, who, unable t6 proceed to the province 
with his fmall force, had halted till he Ihould be joined by Saaudut 
Khan, had been plundered by his troops, long in arrear, was 
obliged to fly, and had" returned the comimffion of his government 
to the prefence. Accounts were alto received that two of.AJeet 
Sing’s fons had plundered feveral of the royal towns, and that the 
rich city of * Narnoul had been ravaged by their zemindars. 

Sumfam ad Dowlah now refolved to take upon himfelf the 
correftion of Ajeet Sing, and fent his advanced tents to be pitched 
Without the city, and Hyder Koolli Khan fwore to affift him with 
all his force j but his ardour foon cooled, on refleflion that abfence 
from court might prove hurtful to his intereft with the emperor. 
He advifcd Mahummud Shaw to offer terms to Ajeet Sing, ob- 
ferving, that in the prefent ffate of the army viflory was doubtful, 
and even Ihould the rebel be defeated, he would retire to the 
mountains, and prolong the war, which would be infupportable 
from the lownefs of the royal treafury. The emperor, dilpleafed at 
this advice, offered the command to Kummir ad Dien Khan, who 
Would not accept it, but upon condition of Koottub al Moblk’s 
being releafed and detached with him, which was not complied 
with. Sumfam ad Dowlali, difgufted at the negledt of his counfel, 
ftaid from court j Upon which Maliummud Shaw made fome con- 
ceffions, and put himfelf under his guidance. He pacified Ajeet 
Sing by promifes and indulgence. The regulation of affairs was 
deferred till the arrival of Nizam al Moolk, whom the emperor 

had 
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had invited to court to take upon him. the office of vizier. Intel- 
■ ligence was received, of an infurredipn of Afghauns 'in Peffia\yir, 
who after ah obftinate engagement had defeated and taken prifoner 
Khanehzaud Khan, the fon. of Sirbullund Khan, governor of the 
province/; ; - - . . ' 

In the beginning of this year the emperor 'was married to 
Mallakkeh Zumniauneh, daughter of Ferokhfere, and the nuptials 
were celebrated with great fplendour and rejoicings. . 

• Nizam ai Moolk, having fettled the affairs of government in 
. Dekkan, obeyed the emperor’s fummohs to court, and was in- 
veffed with the robes of the vizarut. ' He earneftly advifed the 
emperor, to dedicate his time, to the adminiff ration of public af- 
fairs/but Mahummud Shaw was too much., addidled to pleafure to 
hearken to it. Sumiam :ad Dowlah, Kummir, ad Dien ^lan, and 
other noblemen, favourites of the emperor, and jealous of the in- 
fluence of the new vizier, inade it their bulinefs to divert the royal 
mind -by diffipated aniufements ^ till at length Nizam al Moolk, 
difgufted at the manners of the court, reflgned .the exercife of his 
office, under pretence of punifliing Hydef.KooUi Khan, who had 
rebelled in Guzarat, and obtained leave to march from Dhely. 
He left the capital . after a few months ifay,. much to the fatisfac- 
tion . of Mahummud Shaw and his favourites, who regarded not 
the decline of the empire, while they were left to the enjoyments 
of luxury and indolence in the capital. 

This year, the foubahdary- pf Agra w-as conferred upon Maharaja 
Jey Sing 3 who had now the fatisfadlion of reducing the fortrefs 
of Toone, againfl which he had fpent fo . much time and money 
in the reign of Ferokhfere. Raja Gheerdliir was appointed go- 
vernor of Mai w a, arid fucceeded in the foubahdary of Oudc by 
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Saaudut Khan, now honoured with the title of ' Boorahan ' ah 
Moolk.‘ 

- Nizam al Moolk having entered Guzarat, Hyder Koolli 
, Khan finding himfelf unable to oppofe him, pretended madnefs, 
and retreated with' his followers to Dhely, where he remained fome 
time in difgrace ; but having requelled to be fent againft Raja 
' Ajeet Sing, who ftill refilled the royal authority, he was taken 
into favour, and appointed to the government of Ajmere, where 
he behaved with great gallantry, and difperfed the rebels. Nizam 
al Moolk, after fettling the affairs of Guzarat, left his uncle Hamid 
Khan as deputy in that province, and proceeding through Malwa, 

I which government had been conferred upon him in room of Ma- 
haraja Jey Sing, to eftablilh his authority in that country, returned 
to Dhely, but did not remain long. Finding the emperor imraerfed 
in pleafure, and furrounded by worthlefs favourites, negligent of 
afiairs, and incapable of a grateful return to his important fcrvices, 
he refolved to repair to his government of Dekkan, where he 
137. could be independant. He accordingly left the capital after a fhort 
flay, under pretence of a hunting excurlion, and hallened to his 
province. The emperor, alarmed at his hidden departure, dif- 
patched a firmaun privately to Mubariz Khan, foubahdar of 
Hyderabad, commanding- him to attack Nizam al Moolk, and 
promifing him the government of Dekkan if he fucceeded. Mu- 
bariz Khan obeyed, was defeated, and flain. Nizam al Moolk, 
after the vidory, fent his head to court, with part of his fpoils, 
and a petition congratulating his majelly on the defeat of a rebel. ' 
From this perio.d the imperial authority was only nominal in 
Dekkan, Nizam al Moolk being in fad the fovereign, though 
ojlenfibly the viceroy of Mahummud Shaw, who received no tri- 
bute but the offerings cuflomary at feflivals and other particular 
occafions. The emperor removed him from the governments of 
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Malwa and Guzarat, appointing Raja Gheerdhir again to the 
former, and SirbuJlund , Khan to the latter province. 

Nizam al Mooll^, in order to divert the attention of the royal 
arms from chaftizihg his rebellion, perfuaded his uncle Hamid 
.Khan, and the Mharatta chiefs Peelajee and Coantoojee, to raife 
commotions in Guzarat. .Hamid Khan accordingly dilplaced the 
imperial officers and the- managers of jaghires in the province. 
This frefli revolt occalioned much confuhon at Dhely, and Ma- 
hummud Shaw was fo enraged at the diffientions among his minif- 
ters, none of whom would accept the command of an army againft 
the rebels, that he refolved to releafe Koottub al Moolk, and 
reftore him to the vizarut j but was prevented from doing this by 
the fudden death of that nobleman, faid to have been from poifon, 
given by the contrivance of the perfons jealous of the royal favour 
towards him. Upon this event, the emperor offered the province 
of Guzarat to Sirbullund Khan, who accepting it was 'fupplied with 
a ^cororeof rupees from the royal treafury to raife' troops ^ and 
at his requeft Nudjum ad Dien Ali Khan, brother to Koottub al 
Moolk, was releafed from his confinement and detached with him. 

s 


Sirbullund Klian for a time refto^-ed the royal authority in 
Guzarat ; but though- the Mharattas were unable to cope with him 
in- a. general engagement, they annually laid wafte the country, 
which, from their depredations,'' did not afford fufficient revenue 
to pay the royal army 5 -and Sirbullund Khan, not receiving fup- 
plies from the capital, was in the end obliged to dilband part of 
his troops, and confent to pay a choute, or fourth part of the 
revenues, to the Mharattas, .as the price of peace. From this 
period the throne of Dhely received no advantage from Guzarat, 
which by degrees fell wholly under the power of the Mharattas. 

, The ameer al amra Sumfam ad Dowlah procured the removal of 

Sirbullund 


A million fterling. 



AURUNGZEBE’s SUCCESSORS. 


Sirbullund IChan from his government, under pretence of having 
dilgraced the emperor by fubmitting to the choute, and Abee 
Sing, the fon of Raja Ajeet Sing, was appointed to'fucceed him; 
but, inftead of oppofing, he entered into clpfcr union with, the 
Mharattas. Sirbullund Khan, who made fome oppofition to his 
' fucceflbr, was prevented from coming to court, and ordered, to 
retire to Agra. < 

When Nizam al Moolk faw the depraved policy of the court, 
the weaknefs of minifters, and their ill treatment of Sirbullund 
Khan, his withes to excite the Mharattas to fubdue the provinces 
of Hindooftan encreafed. He perfuaded Bajeeraow, the general 
of Raja Sahoo, to attempt the redudtion of Malwa and Guzatat. 
Accordingly, Bajeeraowand other chiefs, with a numerous army, 
having marched againft Raja Gheerdhir and the deputies of Raja 
Abee Sing.Rhatoree, attacked both foubahs, laying wafte many 
diftrifts. Raja Gheerdhir was not deftitute of courage. He oppofed 
Bajeeraow, but, on-account of the fmallnefs of his force, applied 
for aids to the court ; however, notwithftanding frequent petitions 
to the emperor and the ameer al amra, they had no effeft ; and 
he dying during the invafion, was fucceeded by Dia Bahadur, his 
relation, who" continued gallantly to refill: the enemy. He wrote 
to court, that while he lived he would prevent the Mharattas from 
purfuing their conquefts, but that if he fell, their attacks would 
penetrate the whole empire. Thefc reprefentations had no effedt; 
;3. and at length, Dia Bahadur fell in battle, when Mahummud Khan 
i°' Bungufli was appointed foubahdar of Malwa ; but from the repeat- 
ed incurfions of the Mharattas, he had little power, and in the 
32, year 1145 was fuperfeded by Raja Jey Sing Sewai. From a fimi- 
larity of religion he fupported Bajeeraow, who, at his interceffion 
with the ameer al amra, was appointed foubahdar of Malwa, and 
'that province became in fail under the dominion of the Mharattas. 
Guzarat fell to them alfo from the negledt of Abee Sing, and 

'' much 
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much devaflatioii occurred in thofe couhtries,' to the .great lofs of 
the empire. ;The corredlion of fuch diforder could only proceed 
from the hands of the valiant and- tlie wife ^ what then could be 
done by the bafe and difhonourable ? The fubtle fox cannot over- 
come: the lion, - nor is a wopden .fwprd of fervice in the field of 
battle. . Sumfain ad: Dowlah. had laid the defence of. the empire 
and chafiifement of rebels on the foundation of cunning and deceit, 
hoping by intrigue to fubdue fuch firong, enemies as Nizam al 
Moolk ;and . Bajeeraow. , As fuch fchemes. were rill-founded, like 
. -fireworks upon water, they were of no effedt, and eveiy. plan he 
formed, became a^caufe of decline to tlie empire. The minifiers 
growing negledlful, the power of the rebellious gained firength, 
•The plain of contention was more extended, and the fources of ruin 
•aiid diforder more open. At fuch a -time, an emperor was. wanting 
of refolution and firmnefs, who might have plucked out the weeds 
of. rebellion with manly oppofition by the. roots,, and generals, like 
.Houflein Ali Khan and Zoolfeccar Jung, , who would have thrown 
the cord upon the necks of the obfiinate with the hand of valour. 

When the.Mharattas had reduced. Malwa and GuzaraV with- 
out oppofition . from the court, they afpired tp. further conc^uefts 
in the imperiaT territories ;; and, , making daily encroachments, by 
degrees vfeized upon feveral diftridls of the foubahs .of Aleabad and 
Agra. During thefe invafions, Mahummud Khan Bungufh, fou- 
bahdar of Aleabad, having planned the redudtion of the ^Bone- 
(delas,, of whom /Raja .Chutterfaul was chief, entered that country 
with an.army,. and took, feveral places.- . Chutterlaul, pbferving the 
-weaknefs of the /imperial; authority, .applied for afiiftance to' the 
:Mharattas, prorhifing them large fums of money and a fhare of his , 
rterritories, as, a recompenfe. 'Mahummud Khan, puffed up by his 
•eafy conpuefbs, had kept only what force he judged necefiary tp 

' lecure - 

■ ; * inhaliitants of Bundelcund, . a confiderable territory in the provinces of 
Aleabad and Agra. . , , 
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fecure them, and difmifled the remainder ; but as he was but little 
acquainted with the roads, Chutterlaul furrounded him fuddenly 
with an army. The navob, unable to combat a fuperior. force 
long in the field, took refuge in the fortrefs of Jeytghur, where he 
was clofely blockaded by tlie enemy. His provifions -were foon 
exhaufted, and his followers reduced to eat their oxen, horfes, afles, 
and even dpgs. He afleed aid of the court, but no one attended, 
till, at laft, his ' fon Cairn Jung re&lved to relieve him, and his 
wife fent her ‘ veil among the Afghan ns, to excite them to the 
deliverance of her hufband. The Afghauns colledted, and content- 
ing themfelves with fuch pay as the begum of the navob could 
afford them, marched under the command of Cairn ^ung, and 
efcorted Mahummud Khan in fafety from Jeytghur to Aleabad. 
The imperial rjiinifters, making a pretence of Mahummud Khan’s 
ill fuccefs, removed him from the foubahdaty of Aleabad, and 
appointed in his room Sirbullund Khan, who deputed^ his fon* 
Khanehzad Khan "to command, himfelf refiding at court, though 
he feldom vifited the emperor, being difgufted with ill ufage. 

In the year 1 145, the emperor being on a hunting excurCon, 
received intelligeitce of the Mharattas plundering in the neigh- 
bourhood of Agra ; upon which he marched towards them, but 
after a few days, the enemy retreating, he returned to Dhely. 

In the following year, the Mharattas having extended their 
incurfions into the province of Agra, and feized Several diftridte 
appropriated to the fiipport of the royal houfehold, the ameer al 
amra prevailed on Mahummud Shaw to fend an army againfl tliem, 
under the command of his brother Muzzuffir Khan. The Mha-' 

- rattas, according to cuftom, would not engage him in the -field, 
but hovered round, and diftrefled him by cutting off provifions. 

He 

“ This was to exprefs the ciiigracc that would attend the tribe, if the honour 
of the chief was not fupported by it. 
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He marched as far as Seronje in the province of Malwa, where 
he halted for fonic months s during which the enemy kept 
him in conftant alarm, by jQiam attacks, and deftroying his fup- 
plies. At length the order of return was iilued, for which he had 
impatiently waited 5 and on the twentieth of Mohirrim, 1147, A. D. 1734. 
arrived at court, and was honoured with a taffel of jewels for the 
turban. ,Upon liis reaching Dhely, the objedt of his hopes, in 
fafety, he offered up oblations and charities to the poor, and his 
followers gave thankigivings for the welfare of fuch an exalted- 
noblemaru His friends uttered loud * praifes of the great condudt 
fliewn in the campaign, and fet forth his return in fafety as a 
prodigy. In this year died prince Ali Tibbar, fon of Azim Shaw. 

During this year alfo, the ameer al amra and vizier marched 
, againfl; the Mharattas, but returned to court without effedling any 
tiling of importance. The enemy continued their plunders and 
encroachments every where, with great cruelties. 

Arraroo, a zemindar of Korah, taking advantage of the weak- , 
nefs of the empire, had put to death his governor Jaun Niflar 
Kh^n, brother to the vizier’s wife, and feized his family and trea- 
fures ; upon which Azim Oollah Khan was fent‘ to chaftife him, 
but the zemindar took refuge in his woods, and eluded his purfuer, 
who, tired out, returned to Dhely, leaving his army under the 
command of Khowauzim Beg Khan. Arraroo, emboldened by 
■ the navob’s retreat, attacked and flew the deputy 3 upon which the 
vizier applied for affiffance to Boorahan al Moolk Saaudut Khan, 
fbubahdar of Oude, for the redudtion of the rebel. Boorahan al 
Moolk pofleffed great generofity and valour, and in the year 1 1 48 A, D. 1735. 
marched agauifl Arraroo in his way to Dhely. Arraroo pn his 
approach refolved to oppofe him 3 and having one day intelligence 
from ,fpies that Boorahan al Moolk had juft alighted at his tent, 
and that he had on a green veft, and was alfb eafily knowii from the , 

VoL. II. ■ - ' • B 'b . whitenefs 
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whitenefs and length of his beard, the rebel ruflied fuddehly from 
ambufli with his followers. Boorahan al Moolk remounted' his 
elephant, and drew 'up his army as well as the fuddennefs of 
attack would allow. He had however changed ‘his drefs, and 
wore a.white veil; fo that Arraroo miftaking forhim Aboo Ter- 
raub Khan, a principal chief, who was habited in green, and had 
a long white beard, levelled his attack at him, and charging clofe 
to his elephant with fome refolute followers. Wounded him mortally 
with '3 fpear. This occafioned much diforder; but Boorahan al 
Moolk bravely attacked the rebel in turn, who was pointed out 
to him by Doorjun Sing, a relation of his own, in the navob’s ler* 
yice. Doorjun Sing alfo engaged Arraroo perlbnally, and after a 
{harp conflidt put him to death, upon which the rebels fled in 
diforder. Boorahan, having oflEered up thanks to God for his vic- 
tory, returned to his tents, » and font Arraroo’sihead to the emperor. 
The fkin of the body was flayed off, and fent fluffed with ftraw to 
the vizier. Having, remained £bme days to regulate the affairs of 
the province of Korah, he left the command to his fon in law 
Suffder Jung, and purfued his route to court, where he was re- 
ceived with great honours. 

Soon after this, Eaudgar Khan, a dependant of the ameer al 
amra, was ^difpatched with the funnuds of the fbubahdaries of 
Guzarat and Malwa to Bajeeraow, hoping to effedt his fubmiflion to 
the empire, through the mediation of Raja Jey Sing. Tliis year 
died navob Roofliun ad Dowlah Zuffir Khan. - 

About this time the foubahdary of the province of Patna was 
taken from F ukhir ad Dowlah, and conferred upon Shujah ad Dow- 
lah, the navob of Bengal, in addition to that government, and of 
the province of Orifla. ■ 


Shujah 



, ‘ Sliujali.ad Dowlah was a native of Boorahanpore, and defcended 
from the Turkifli tribe, of Afsliar in Khorafaun. During Aurung- 
zebe’s campaigns in Dckkan, he married the daughter of Jaffier 
Khan, foubahdar of Bengal, and accompanied his- father in law to 
that province-; but, not agreeing with her in difpolition, he refided 
moftly at Cuttac, the capital of Orilla, of wliich he was govern- 
or. , Shujah ad Dowlali was celebrated for his clemency, juftice, 
•and all good qualities.^ Zebe al Nifla, begum of Shujah ad Dow- 
lali, from duty to her father and refentment at her liuiband’s attach- 
ment to other women, remained with her fon Alla ad Dowlah 
Serferauz Khan at the capital of Moorfliudabad, which was found- 
ed by her father, Jaffier Klian, and named after his original title 
ofMoorffiud KooUee Khan. 

It was during the reiidence , of ; Shujali ad Dowlah at Gut- 
tac, that Aliverdi Khan, afterwards fo famous- as the ufurper of 
Bengal; entered his fervice. ' His mother was dffiantly related to 
that nobleman. Her huffiand Mirza Mahummud was an officer 
in the fervice of the prince Azim Shaw, upon whole defeat and- 
death, being greatly diftrefled, he was perfuaded by his wife to 
feek the protection of her noble relation at Cuttac. Shujah ad 
Dowlali received him, with his ‘ two fbns, Hajee Ahmed and Ali- 
verdi, with kindnefs and favour among, Kis dependants* Aliverdi, 
by his great quahties and important fervices, Tofe daily in the 
efteem of his patron ; and Hajee Ahmed was alfo miich diftinguiffi- 
ed. By degrees they became the thief managers of all the afeirs 
of Shujah ad Dowlah; wffio,.fond of ple^fure, entrufled the pro- 
vince to’ their direction ;; nor was his confidence- abhfed by the 
brothers. . ' ' , \ 

As Jaffier Khan was much difpleafed at the conduct of his 
fon in law, in his inconftancy to his wife, when he perceived him-' 
felf advancing towards his end,' he wifhed to be fucceeded in the 
' - ,Bb.2;' govern- : 
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government of the provinces by his grandfon Alla ad Ddwlah Ser- 
ferauz Khan at that time * imperial devvan. For. this purpofe he 
exerted all his influence at the court of Dhely. Shujah ad Dowlah, 
learning his intentions, confulted upon difappointing his meafures 
with the brothers ; and by their advice fent agents to court to bribe 
the minifters to his views. He al(b fecretly difpatched numbers 
of his bell troops, under pretence of difmiffing them his fervice, _ 
to Moorlhudabad, to form a party in his 'favour. The rainy feafon 
advancing, and marching by land being very difficult, he took care 
to provide fulRcient boats for his army, that he might move on the 
inftant of occafion. 

Accordingly, when advice came that Jaifier Khan could not 
furvive more than a few days, he began hisjnarch, leaving Ma- 
hummud Nukkee, his fob by a concubine, in the direffion of af- 
feirs at Cuttac. When fomewhat advanced, he received the ac- 
counts of the navob’s death, and a little farther on his march, the 
funnuds, appointing him foubahdar of Bengal from Dhely. He 
quickly arrived by' forced marches at Moorlhudabad, which he en- 
tered without oppolillpn, and leating himfelf on the mufnud, in the- 
chehal fettoon, or halt of forty pillars, commanded the royal grants 
to be read, and the officers of ftate to acknowledge him as navob. 
His fon Alla ad Dowlah Serferauz Khan, finding it in vain to 
ftruggle againfl the emperor's will and his father’s power, was 
among the firll to congratulate him upon his acceffion, and con- 
tented to remain in the office of dewan. Shujah ad Dowlah, 
having thus obtained his wilhes, condufled the affairs of govern- 
ment with the advice of Aliverdi Khan, his brother Hajee Ahmed, 
Aulum Chund, his own dewan, now appointed roy royan, (who 
was among the Hindoos, truly wortliy of confidence and power) 
and a few others, particularly Juggutt Seet Futteh Chund, whofe 
wealtli and credit as a merchant and banker exceeded millions). 

and 

* Under tlic grant of this office the company now hold Bengal, See. 
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- and was never yet equalled by any. In the adminiftr^tlpn of juftice 
•he a6ted wholly from himfelf, and trufted to the reprefentations of 
. no one ; but to tlie utmoft of his abilities exannned every cafe, and 
liftened' patiently to both parties, deciding agreeably to juftice,' 
without regard to rank or ftation. In the time of Jaffier Khan, 

■ the zerhindars and renters had been opprefled with fuch grievances^ 
as are too horrid to relate. Agreeably to the following verfe of 
the poet Saadi ; “ Draw not thy precedents from evil inftitutions, 
for men will curfe thee, with thofe who. invented them.” Shujah 
ad Dowlah upon his acceffion fummoned them before him, and 
demanded how tliey would behave, if he fliould free them from 
their troubles. They, who had fuffered feverely from the tyranny 
of Jaffier Khan, fwore folemnly to be faithful to his peribn, and 
juft in their payments, according to the fettlements of Juggutt 
Sect. Shujah ad Dowlah then diftinguiffied them by khelauts and 
favours -according to .their ranks, and difmifted them with joyful 
hearts to their feveral diftribls. Bengal, which is called the para- 
-dife of regions, truly merited the appellation during the adminiftra-- 
tion of Shujah • ad Dowlah j and perfons of all ranks, living in eafe 
and fafety, were loud in his ' praifes, repofing under the ftiade of his 
proiperity. Not long after his acceffion, the government of the 
'province of Bahar was added to that of Bengal, .the deputation of 
which he entrufted to Aliverdi Klian, for whom, on this occafion, 
he procured the rank of five thoufand and title of Mahabut Jung. 
The . favourite acquired new credit in his management of Bahar, 
the revenues of which 'had been embezzled and kept' back by 
rebellious zemindars and military commanders 3 all of whom he. 
either reduced or put to death. . : , 

To preferve the connection of hiftoiy, it is proper to return 
to the affairs of the imperial court, before we enter further on 
thofe of Bengal and the navob Mahabut- Jung, which fhall be 
feparately treated of. ' - 


The 
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9. The Mharattas, notwithftanding the appointment of Bajeeraow 
S' to the government of Malwa, and other favours fliewn them by the 
emperor, flill continuing their invafions, and advancing their armies 
nearer to the capital, the ameer al amra, Khan Dowraun, marched 
atlengdiwith a great army to the vicinity of Agra, and tl^e vizier, 
Kummir ad Dien Khan, with a powerful force towards Ajmere’j 
but inftead of ading on the offenfive, wafted their time in idle He- 
^ gotiations for peace in Handing catnps, while the enemy plundered 
the country around them. - - , • , , ^ 1 


Boorahan al Moolk Saaudut Khan, foubahdar of Oude,.pof- 
felTed great courage and ability, and was anxious to acquire 
fame, by expelling the Mharattas and redeeming the difgrace 
of the empire. He marched from 'his capital, attended by 
his fon in law Sufider Jung, > to the affiftance-of his friend 
, the raja of >Buddawer, a diftrift of the province of -Agra, who 
was clofely prefled by the enemy in . his principal fortrefs. 
He could not, however, arrive in time to relieve him. Raow 
Mulhar, a principal chief, after reducing the raja to his terms', 
crofled the Jumna, and wafted the countiy without mercy from 
Etawa to Mootec Baug, clofe to the city of Agra. At length 
Boorahan al Moolk coming upon him by forced marches, defeated’ 
him with great flaughter Three principal officers were taken 
prifoners, and Mulhar with great difficulty efcaped. The fugitives 
in their panic miftaking the pafTage of the river Jumna, which they 
had forded, were drowned in great numbers; many were taken 
prifonets and few regained the oppofite fhore. Mulhar with a 
frw follower teached the camp of Bajeeraow. near Gualior. 
Boonfran al Moolk ifliied orders for each of his foldiets to prepare 
four days provifions, and leave his baggage in the camp, intending 
to purfue the enemy to their own provmce, and redeem the honour 
of Hmdooftan, when he received orders from the ameer al amra 
o halt tdl he could join him with his forces, to afr with more 

efledl 


effbd againfl the invaders.. He unwillihgly obeyed the mandate. 
This gave time .to Bajeeraovv to recover the |Danic of Mulhafs de- 
feat;. 'and he refolved to march towards Dhely, at that time almoft 
empty of troops for its defence. So rapid was his progrefs, that 
he reached, ■and burned part of the fuburbs of the capital, before 
any intelligence of his 'movement had gained' the city. The 
emperor and inhabitants were thrown into the utmoft confter- 
nation and defpair. They were not relieved, till after three days, 
(during which the Mharattas committed great devaftatiohs in; the' ' 
fuburbs) by the' arrival of Boorahan al Moolk and the armies of' 
the vizier and ameer ,al amra. The enemy ' then retreated into 
Malwa, but were not purfued ; and the minifters, to the difgrace and 
irreparable lofs of die empircj perfuaded Mahummud Shaw to pur- 
chafe an uncertain peace, by confehtirig to the choute,: or payrnent 
of a fourth part of the revenues to the Mharattas.^ The emperor 
would have waited for the concurrence of Nizam : al Moolk, whom he 
had ordered to court, but the vizier and ameer al amra, jealous of 
' his interference, '^ concluded the treaty before his arrival. Nizam al 
Moolk attempted td recover- the province of Malwa from the ' 

' Mharattas ; but after ' marching and defeating Bajeeraow, was- 
obliged . to ’ return for die defence of Dhely againft the Terlian- 
emperor. Nadir Shaw;- who was advancing papidly towards it, - - ' 

■ ;V Sumlam ad Dowlah Khan Dowraun; ameer al. amra, polieffed 
unbounded influence over the; mind of ^the, emperor j ib that' he 
diredted all affairs as he thought propet, however impolitic or unad- 
vifeable ; an inftance of which has been already- cflfplayed ' in the 
compromife with the Mharattas, With the fame imprudence, he 
negledted furnifhingthe ufual fupplies of money to the foubahdar of' 
Cabul, for -keeping up the ftadons in the pafles and highways on 
the confines of the empire in that province ; m which caufe may be 
, in great meafure attributed the invafion of -Nadir;Shaw, ,wh6 would 
" " ■ ' ‘ ^ ■' ■ --jfieveiv 
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never, in all ^probability, have attempted his expedition, had he 
not heard of the defencelefe ftate of the frontier. The grand caufe 
of the Perfian monarch’s difpleafure againft Hindooftan, was the 
proteffion which the rebellious Alghauns had received in the em- 
pire, after their defeat by his arms when regent of Perlia, though 
he had lent an ambaflador to Dhely, requefting Mahummud Shaw 
that they might not find refuge in his dominions. Nadir Shaw, on 
his acceffion to the throne of Perfia, fent alfo an ambaflador from 
himfelf j but no anfwer was given to his letters, nor the minifter 
permitted to return to his mailer. During the liege of Candahar, 
Nadir difpatched a noblefnan of high rank, named Mahummud 
Khan, to the court of Dhely, to repeat his requell concerning the 
fugitive Afghauns, and to exprels his dilgufl: at the negledt Ihewn 
his embaflies by the emperor of the Moguls. Mahummud Shaw 
and his minillers ytere at a lofs what anfwer to return, and delayed 
the Hifmiflion of the ambaflador, in hopes that he might fail in the 
conquell of Candahar, and be obliged to retreat into Perfia, when 
they would avoid the dilgrace of acknowledging a ufurper, as 
equal in rank with the - fovereign of Hmdoollan. Thefe repeated 
flights! and the efcape from his vengeance which the Alghauns 
fijund in_ the provinces of Hindooftan, determined Nadir Shaw, 
upon the fell of Candahar, to invade the empire. Accordingly, 
after that -event, he marched to Cabul, the capital of the province 
of that name, which he took with little oppofition, and remained 
in the vicinity near feven months ; during which time his troops 
were employed in deftroying the unfortunate Alghauns. It is pro- 
bable he would not have advanced farther, had not a meflenger 
and feveral horfemen, whom he had fent from Cabul to Dhely, 
been murdered on their route by the inhabitants of Jellalabad. 
Upon intelligence of this, he inftantly marched againft that city, 
llaughtered the people without mercy, and purfued his route to 
Pelliawir, where Nafir .Khan, the foubahdar of Cabul, relided, to 

whom 
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whom he feat a meflage, fignifying that he flioiild arrive on a cer- 
tain day, when, if not oppofed, he would Ipare tlie country, and ' 
receive him into favour. Nafir Khan, however, ^ prepared fo 
reliflance, was defeated, and taken prifoncr j but, after a few dayi 
imprifonment, was rcinilated in his government on tlie part of th 
Perfian monarch. ■ From Pefliawir, Nadir Shaw proceeded to La 
hore, the foubahdar of -which, Zekariah Khan, after fome littl 
oppofition in tlie field, took refuge in the capital, which he fliortl 
after furrendered, and was invefled with the command of it by th 
conqueror ; who, leaving fome of his troops with him to enfure hi 
fidelity, marched towards Dhely. 

Mahummud Shaw and his minifters had long pretended t 
defpife the arms of the vidtorioiis Nadir, and to difbelieve th 
daily accounts received of his advance. He had indeed take 
the field, but in the fpace of two months marched only fou 
days’ journey from Dhely to the plain of Karnal; and here th 
fate of the empire was decided. TJie imperial army encamped oj 
the banks of the canal of Alimerdan Khan, which fupplied th 
city of Dhely with water. Entrenchments were thrown up, and 
numerous artillery linked together with mafly chains, was plantei 
round the camp. • Nadir Shaw, after the taking of Lahore, feu 
frequent melfages to the Mogul camp, defiring the difmiffion c 
his ambafladors, but was not obeyed s for what reafon was neve 
known. The ameer al amra placed great hopes in the valour o 
the Raajepootes ^ but neither Jey Sing, nor any of the great rajas 
obeyed the fummons to the royal ftandard on this occafion, fendim 
idle exGufes for their delay in their feveral diftridls. Great dreac 
and confufion prevailed in the camp ; and fo bad was'the intelligenc< 
of the approach of "he invaders^ tliat it was not known how fai 
Nadir had advanced, till fome wounded fugitives, from a foragin| 
party, proclaimed to the affrighted Moguls the certainty of the 
Perfians being within a few miles of their entrenchments. A 
general apprehenfion and alarm took place, and the emperor waited 
VoL. II. I C c , with 
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with the utmoft anxietj for the arrival of Boorahan al Moolk Saaudut 
'Khan, the foubahdar of Oude, upon whofe conduit and valour he 
had placed all liis hopes of delivery, in the prefent important crifis 
of his empire. The wilhed for intelligence of his near approach at 
length arrived. On Tuefday the fifteenth of Zeekaud the ameer al 
amra went to meet Boorahan al Moolk, about a mile from the 
tamp j and having brought him into the imperial prefence, he was 
received with the higheft diftinilion, and commanded to encamp 
dear the diviiion of the ameer al amra. 

■ Boorahan al Moolk had juft left the emperor, and repaired to 
his ground, when word was brought him that the Perfians had 
attacked his baggage, and were committing great flaughter j upon 
which he immediately remounted his elephant, and fending intel- 
ligence of this event to the ameer al amra, with a requeft of hi^ 
afliftance, haftened againft the enemy. The ameer al amra com- 
municated the meflage to the emperor, who confulted Nizam al 
Moolk. He recommended that Boorahan al Moolk Ihould be 
recalled within the entrenchments, as the day was far advanced, 
and his troops were fatigued with a long march, lb that it would 
be moft prudent to delay offering battle to the enemy till the mor- 
row. Mahummud Shaw, approving this advice, commiftiicated it 
to the ameer al amraj but he, attributing it to the negledt and 
indolence of the nizam, repreftnted to the emperor, that as Boora- 
han al Moolk had advanced far from the lines, and was moft pro- 
bably already engaged with the enemy, not to affift him, and 
voluntarily to give up fuch a defcrving nobleman to flaughter, 
itould be againft the diffates of policy, valour, and generolityj 
therefore, permitting others to adt as they chofe, he Ihould haften 
to fupport him. Having faid this, he advanced from his camp 
with his light artillery, and fuch troops as were inclined to follow 
him. About a fourth part of the day remained, when he came 
within a fliort diftance of Boorahan al Moolk. Nadir Shaw had 
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formed his army in two divifions ; one' of which he left for the 
. protedion of - his camp, and. with the other advanced to the at- 
tack s fubdividing it into three bodies. Two of thefe he detached 
to attack ^ach of the ameers, and remained hiinfelf with the third, 
as a referved line, to give afliftance wherever it might be neceiTary. 
The Perlians advanced witli great fury, and in about half an hour 
the troops of Hindoodan were tlirown into confuhon with great 
{laughter. The ameer al amra was dangeroufly wounded, and mod 
of his principal followers flain. His remaining attendants brought 
him back, almod dead with lofs of blood, to the camp about 
nightfall 5 where, from a want of regularity and order, common 
in Hindbodan, his tents, baggage, and treafures had been wholly 
plundered by the foldiery and followers, on the fuppodtion of his 
death 5 fo that not a covering remained for his reception. At 
length his attendants procured a fmall tent, wliich they pitched for 
him. The vizier, nizam, and chief eunuchs -of the emperor, came 
to condole with him on his dtuation, and learn the circumdances of 
his defeat. The dying minider, with a faint voice, laid, I have 
** done my duty, and linidied my courfe. The future mud be 
attended to by you: but. I earnedly , advife, that the emperor 
** may not vifit Nadir Shaw, or let him, enter Dhely; and that 
you turn back, by any means,f this great calamity froni this 
** fpot.” Having faid tliis, he became Ipeeclilefs, and continued 
fo till he breathed his lad, on the third day following, 

Boorahan ' al Moolk, who had remained on the field of battle, 
being deprived of mod of his troops by death, or flighty was at 
lad quite iurrounded by the Perfians, and incapable of further 
refidarice, when he was known' by a young ibldier, a native of 
the fame city with himfelf, who calling to him by name, con- 
jured him to fave' his own life by becoming his prilbner ; at the 
iame time running up to his elephant, and afcending the feat by 
the ropes of the ladder. Boorahan al Moolk gladly fubmitted himfelf 
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to the mercy of the' enemy, who carried him t before Nadir 'ShawJ 
and he was treated with great kmdnefs and diftindlion. 

. For the three following days the Mogul camp prefented a fcenc 
of confulion not \o be defcribed; but, what is extraordmaiy, it 
was not attacked by the Perlians. Boorahan A\ Moolk, hearing 
reports of the death of the ameer al amra, and hoping to fucceed 
him in office, had prevailed on Nadir Shaw to offer peace, and 
retreat from Hindooftan, on the payment of * two corores.of rupees, 
and receiving a vifit from the emperor. He accordingly com- 
municated thefe conditions to the emperor and Nizam al Moolki 
who were rejoiced beyond meafure, being before overwhelmed 
with dfead and irrefolution. Mahummud Shaw fent the nizam 
without delay to the Perfian camp, where he was received with 
great favour by Nadir Shaw, who ratified the treaty s and he 
returned exulting to his mafter. The happy tidings of peace fpread 
through the camp, and gave; new life to the difheartened troops s 
but their joy was but of fhort duration. Nizam al Moolk, am- 
bitious of the dignity of ameer al amra, requeftfed it in return for 
his fervices in the negotiation, and the emperor immediately con- 
ferred it upon him, unmindful of the offence it would give to 
Boorahan al Moolk.- The next day Mahummud Shaw went to 
vifit the Perfian monarch, agreeably to his requeft, and was mtt 
near, the camp by Nadir’s fon, Nulfer Oollah I\&za, who alighted 
from his horfe upon feeing him ; when the emperor was fet down 
in his travelling throne, and they embraced each other. The prince 
then remounted, and condudled him to his father; who received 
Mahummud Shaw Handing at the entrance of his tent, embra- 
ced him with kindnefs, and leading him to his mufnud, feated 
him by him. ' After fome converfation, and the ufual ceremonies 
of prefents and entertainments, Mahummud Shaw returned to his 
own camp, where his prefence gave heartfelt joy and affurances 

that 


* Two nuIKons fterling. 


MAHtJMiMUD SHAW. 


205. 


tliat peace was. fully concluded. Such indeed was the opinion 
of the emperor and all his fubjcdls ^ and juft would it have 'been, 
but for the felfifli dilloyalty of a difgufted 'minifter. 

Boorahan al Moolk, learning that the office of ameer al amra had 
-been given to another, burned with envy and difappointment. In the 
fury of his'paffions he refolved to be revenged upon the erhperor and 
his rival. He obferved to Nadir Shaw, that two corores of rupees 
were too fmall a compofttion for the wealth' of Hindooftan 5 that 
he, as an individual, could pay fo much and that the removal of 
Nizam al Moolk, who alone had any ability to refift his arms, 
would make the Perftan monarch mafte'r of the empire without .a 
blow, when he might march to Dhely, only eighty miles diftant, 
and poflefs himfelf of the immenfe treafures of the imperial palace ” 
and the wealthy inhabitants of the capital. The avarice of Nadir 
was awakened by tliis treacherous remonftrance, and he again invited 
Nizam al Moolk to his prefence ; who, relying upon" the faith of 
treaties, haftened without fufpicion to his camp, where he .was 
commanded to remain, and to prevail upon Mahummud Shaw by 
letter to make him another vilit. The nizam now reprefented to 
Nadir, that his behaviour was contrary to treaty '5 to which the 
Perfian replied, that he did not mean to depart from his agreement 
or injure the perfon or empire of Mahummud Shaw, but muft 
have another interview. The nizam wrote information of' this to 
his mafter j who, not knowing where to look for fupport in the 
abfence of his minifter, came <to the camp of Nadir Shaw, attend- 
ed only by a few of his favourite" domeftics, forbidding many of 
the nobility, who were anxious to guard his perfon,' to follow him*.. 
Upon his arrival he was ordered by' the Perfian monarch to remain 
in a tent pitched for his, reception, and to fend for his family, 
equipage, and the officers of his houfehold 3 which he did. At 
the fame time orders were fent to the Mogul camp to break up, 
and the foldiers to retire where they chofe without moleftation ^ but 
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the vizier, Kummir ad Dien Khan,' was fummoned to the prefence. 
Boorahan al Moolk, and Thamsfp Khan, a confidential noHeman of 
Nadir Shaw, were difpatched in iront to Dhely, to receive the keys 
of that capital and the imperial palaces from the governor j 'after 
which the conqueror, with his royal captive, proceeded by eafy 
marches to .that city. The utmoft dread and confiifion prevailed in 
the Mogul army after tlie departure of Mahummud Shaw. In- 
dividuals confulted their own fafety by flight, but were plundered 
or killed j many by the Perfian marauders, and others by the huf- 
■bandmen of the country, who, in time ,of irouhie 'm Hindooft'an, 
generally aifume the occupation of robbery. 

On the eighth of March, Nadir Shaw reached the gardens of 
Shalemar, and permitted Mahummud Shaw to proceed to his palace 
in the citadel of Dhely, with his family and domefticks. On the 
ninth the conqueror made a triumphant entry into the city with his 
army, which was encamped on the beach of the Jumna, under the 
palace j but Nadir Shaw took np his refidence within it j the grand 
hall of audience, and feveral other apartments, being prepared for 
his reception. Coins had been llruck at the imperial mint for this 
occafion, which were diftributed to the people in the cavalcade, 
bearing this infeription in verfc j 

“ King over the kings of the world 

“ Is Nadir, king of kings, and lord of periods.” 

On the tenth died Boorahan al Moolk, of a cancer in his 
back, with which he had been long afllidled. It was reported, that 
he poifoned himftlf, from the pangs of confcience at his being the 
advifer of Nadir’s advancing (o Dhely; but the rumour was 'not 
true. 
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The ftrideft difclpline had been obferved by the Perfians, and 
no perfon fufFered from the vidors the flighteft outrage ^ when, on 
the night of the tenth, a fatal tumult arofe, which involved the 
inhabitants of Dhely in ruin. It was fuddenly rumoured, that 
Nadir Shaw was dead 3 by fome, naturally, and by others, that he 
had been aflaffinated. by a Calmuck woman in the haram, at the 
infligation of Mahummud Shaw. The Dhellians too eafily credited 
what they wHlied to be true. They flew to arms, and maflacred 
every Perfian they met in the city ; which, during the night, was 
a fcene of confuflon and horror. The nobles of Hindooftan, in- 
flead of attempting to quell the madnefs of the people, by pro- 
claiming that Nadir was fliill alive and fecure in the palace, which 
was garrifoned by his ti'oops, remained inadive ; and at fome of 
their houfes, the Perfians, who refided in them to protect their 
properties, were treacheroufly murdered. Nadir Shaw, at- the 
commencement of the tumult, fent out fome officers to perfuade 
- the people of their error j but inftead of being liftened to, they 
were flaughtered. Seeing it in vain to moderate tlieir fury, and 
not chufing to hazard his troops in" the darknefs of night and the 
clofe flreets of the city, he refolved to let the fliorm fpend itfelf, • 
and wait for* morning to take vengeance on its authors. About a 
thoufand Perfians were flain. 

Early the next morning. Nadir Shaw iflued from the palace, ^ 
attended by his troops, and took pofl; at the college of Roofhun 
ad Dowlah, fituated in a principal flreet. From hence he dif- 
patched bands of foldiers, commanding them to flaughter, without 
diftinftion of age or fex, the wretched inhabitants of Dhely, ‘in 
every avenue where they might find a murdered Perfian. His 
orders were obeyed with a Javage readinefs. The carnage lafled 
from fun-rife till mid-day. About eight thoufand Indians, Moguls, 
and Afghauns, were maflacred,- and their houfes plundered, by 
the Perfians, To add to the horror of the feene, fires broke out 
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in feveral parts of the city. ‘ At tvvelve o’clock, Kummir ad DIen 
Khan prevailed bn the conqueror to flop the mallacre, when it 
ceafed at once ; fo exadt was the difcipline of Nadir.Shaw. 

It is inapoffibltT to defcribe the rnifery of Dhely, during this 
’and feyeral following days, when the ftreets llreamed with 
human blood, and the bodies of the dead obftrudled the paflages. 
Thefe were at length -piled together in heaps, without diftindlion 
of rank . or religion, and burned in the rubbifli of the ruined 
houfes. Several noblemen were put to death by Nadir Shdw, 
for being acceflaiy to the murder of Perfians during the tu- 
mult, and among them a Ion in law of the vizier, Kummir ad 
Dien Khan. 

On the fourteenth, Niflar" Mahummud Khan was dilpatched to 
Oude, to demand from Suffder Jung the two corores of rupees, 
which had been promifed by Boorahan al Moolk from his pro- 
vince. Nadir Shaw this day began his feizure- of the imperial 
effefts and treafure. ‘ Three corores and fifty lacs were found 
in the treafury. “ A corore and fifty lacs in plate ; ' fifteen corores 
in jewels ; the celebrated peacbck throne, valued at ‘ one corore j 
and feveral other thrones of rich though fmaller value, with the 
armory, ellimated at ' eleven corores, were feized for his ule; 
alfo five hundred elephants, a great number of horfes, and tho 
fuperb camp equipage of the emperor. 

On the fifteenth, a treaty of peace was drawn up, ftipulating, 
that the provinces eaftward of the Sind Ihould remain to the 

emperor 
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emperor of Hindooft'an, and thofc wcfl of it be ceded to the 
crown of Perfia. Thus, Cabul, Tatta, and part of Multaun, were 
wrclfcd from the empire. Nuficr Oollah Mirza, Nadir’s fon, 
was betrothed to the daughter of Yezdaun Bukfli, fon of prince 
hloraud, the fon of the emperor Shaw Jehaun. 

On the fixtccnth, Jogul Kiflioor, vaquccl of Bengal, was feverely 
beaten with flicks, for not c?cpcditing the colJcflion of the fine 
impofed on the city. 

On the fcvcntccnth, Nadir demanded from tlic vizier * two 
cororcs and twelve lacks of ruj^ccs ; when the latter pleading in- 
ability, he commanded his dewan, Mujilifs Ram, to give in an 
account of the property of Jiis maficr and of his own, threatening 
him with death if he fliould be guilty of concealment. Three 
daughters and feven ladies were feized from the haram of Muz- 
zuffir Khan, fon in law to die vizier, and forced into die fcraglio 
of Nadir Shaw. 

On the cjo-htccnth, a contribution was- demanded from the nobles 
and ferVants of the court, banlccrs, merchants, and artizans, which 
was levied with the utmofi: feverity. Nizam al Moolk, the vizier, 
Sirbullund Khan, and otiicr noblemen, were ordered to coliedt 
tw'o corores and twelve lacks from die citizens, and pay it into 
die treafury in ten days, on pain of Nadir’s difpleafure. 

On the nineteenth, the coIIe<£lors of the fine began their exac- 
tions. Many perfons put themfelves to death to avoid punifliment, 
dieir property being over-rated in the afieflment. Among thefe' 
were many officers of ranJe. 

f ‘ . 
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' ■ On the twentieth,' Nadir Shaw fent nine Perfian horfes, with 
feventy five trays of gold and filver brocade and Xcarlet cloth to 
Mahummud Shaw, and ordered Saad ad Dien Khan, meer atulh, 
to put his own guards as before over the haram and offices of 
the emperor. . ‘ 

On'the twenty firft, LoottfF Ali Khan, topjee bafha, or com- 
mander of artillery, by orders of Nadir Shaw, with twelve thou- 
fend men, marched out of the city, efcorting the invaluable plunder 
of the capital to the gardens of Shalimar. On the twenty fecond 
Nadir Shaw’s equipage, among which were all the magnificent 
tents taken from the palace, was pitched on the banks of the 
Jumna, 'before the Lahore gate, and a thoufand Perfians of rank, 
who had taken up their quarters in the palaces of Khan Dowraun, 
Saadulla Khan, &c. marched to Shalimar. Centinels were placed 
at the gates of the city, to prevent the Perfians from carrying away 
any Hindooftan women. A type of the laft day affUfted the inha- 
bitants of this once happy city, from the cruelties of the colledlors 
of the fine. It was, before, a general maflacre j but now, the 
murder of individuals. In every chamber and houfe was heard the 
cry of affliftion. BuSiint Roy, agent of the penfions, killed his 
family and himfelf. Khalik Ear Khan flabbed himfelf. Many 
took poifon. The * venerable Cauzee al Kuzzaat was dlfgraced by 
ftripes. 

In the fame manner all the fervants of the crown, the mer- 
chants, bankers, and all fiifpeSed of having money, were hardily 
treated s and many, to avoid torment, courted death by their own 
hands. Sleep and reft forfook the city. On the twenty third, 
additions were made double and treble to the demands from the 
unfortunate officers of the court, and they were beaten and abufed 
without mercy. Fojedaur Khan, governor of the environs of the 
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city, from whom four Jacks of rupees were demanded, of whicli he 
Jiad paid one, cfcapcd from liis guards, and arrived at his fort of 
Ferokhnuggur, twenty five cofsdiflant; where lie continued, though ' 
Nadir Shaw invited liim hack hv folcmn promifes. He pleaded 
old age and inahility. Tlie Jauts, under Buddun Sing,' rofc in arms 
in the vicinity of tlic city, and attacked the foraging parties of tlic 
Pcriians. 


On the twenty fourth, a fire broke out in the imperial * fcr/Ii 
klianch, and dcflroycd efredds amounting to a cororc of rupees. 
Nadir Shaw now only wailed for the payment of the fine, and the 
arrival of KilTar Mahummiul Kiian ; after which lie rcfolved to 
march immediately, and replace htnhummud Shaw on his tlr'onc. 

At this time, abounding in difaflcrs and calamity, the capital 
of the cmjiire was become, from her various mifcrics and troubles, 
an emblem of the day of univerfal didblution. Find:, from the 
general rnafiacrc, and the plunders and cxccfics of the Pcrlian 
army, the conflagration, and other . events, the inhabitants of all 
ranks were fo alarmed, tliat like the afi righted animals of the defart, 
they fought refuge in the mod private and concealed corners from, 
further infult. Secondly, from the great fcarcity of grain, ’’two 
fecr of coarfc rice were fold for d " rupee, and other nccedaries in 
proportion. Tliirdly, from a pcdilcntiul diforderj no morning 
paded that whole crowds in every drcct and lane did not die. 
Fourthly, from tlic exadions which occafioncd a deliberate madacre. 
Unprincipled and unfeeling wretches, ever ready to ufe occafion, 
took the various quarters of the city in farn^ for the collcdtion of 
the dne, at the original valuation. In place of ten, they extorted 
•thirty and forty thoufand rupees. The drd dim was paid to the 
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' treafuiy , and the reft embezzled by thele infernal wretches. It is 
probable, four or five corores were thus extorted from the miferable 
citizens, ,who, from the roads being blocked up, had not power to 
fiy from thefe .dreadful calamities, nor a hope of aftiftance. Dan- 
ulhmund Khan, one of the moft learned men in Perfia, and firft phy- 
fician to the conqueror, who had been before this, at the requed 
of Boorahan al Moolk, honoured with the rank of three thoufand, 
and now officiated as ambaflador between the emperors j was, at 
the defire of Nadir Shaw, promoted to the rank of fcven thoufand 
!ind office of * khanfamaun to Mahummud Shaw. 

' On the thirty firft, Mahummud Ghazee ad Dien Khan, fon of 
Nizam al Moolk, brought Meer Nizam ad Dien, fojedaur of the 
environs of the city, who had fled to Fefokhnuggur, to an interview 
with Nadir Shaw, to whom he prefented an offering of a lack and 
fifty thoufand rupees. He was gracioufly received, reeftabliffied in 
hts office, commanded to bring in fupplies of grain, and invite the 
people to the deferted villages. The fame day, at the requeftof 
Nizam al Moolk, orders were given by Nadir Shaw to his chief 
fecretaiy to .prepare edias to the governors of the different pro--, 
Vinces and the chiefs of Dekkan, commanding them to obey Ma 
hummud Shaw. Fifteen were accordingly written, and committed 
to Nizam al Moolk. 


On the firft of April Raja Mujilifs Ram, dewan to the vizier 
having paid four lacks of rupees, ftabbed himfelf to m 
tures ordered to be inflifted upon him to extort In additiltlV”^' 
Roy Khooffial Chund and his fon did the fame. Seettram f 
of fome royal lands and treafurer to the vizier nlP, • u 
principal officers, after having given ten, eight, f«, and fourLckslf 
^pees, on more being demanded, made their efcape from the city 
Jogul Kiflioor, Nagir Mul, Saadoolla Khan, and other principS 

• Steward of the houfehold. - vaqueels. 
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vaqueels, were beaten alnioft to death to extort money from them* 
■People of all ranks deferted the city in crowds. 

On the third, Nadir Shaw ordered a feizure of the effedls of 
many capital merchants, who had not paid the fums demanded from 
them i in confeqiience of which rich goods were fold for a fourth 
and fifth part of their value. 

On the fifth, Nadir Shaw’s fcals were taken off the imperial 
ftore-rooms and repofitories, and thofe of Mahummud Shaw' and 
Danufiimund Khan affixed in theii* room. The fame day firmauns 
were fent from Nadir Shaw to Raja Jey Sing, Raja Abee Sing, 
Juggut Sing, and other rajas of Hindooftan ; alfo to Raja Sahoo, 
Bajeeraow, and other Dekkan chiefs, witli thefe contents : 

** Between us and our dear- brother Maliummud Shaw, in Con- 
fideration of the regard and alliances of the two fovereignties, the 
connections of regard and friendfliip have been renewed ; fo that 
we may be efleemed as one foul in two bodies. Now our dear 
‘‘ brother has been replaced on the throne of this extenfive ern- 
pire, and we are moving to tire conqueft of other regions, it is 
incumbent tliat ye, like your forefathers in former times, walk 
in the path of fubmiffion and obedience to our dear brother, as 
they did to former fovereigns of the houfe of Timur. ' God 
forbid it, but if accounts of your rebelling ffiould reach our ears, 
we will blot you out of the pages of the book of creation.’^ 

i , ' 

On the feventh of April, Nadir Shaw fent fome valuable jewels, 
a firpeach, and bracelets, to Mahummud Shaw, with a mefiage, 
that his march was fixed for the foventeenth of the month, and 
defiring, that on the morrow he would vifit hipi, attended by the 
nobility with all the infignia of royalty, .that he might give him 
^ fome valuable advice, and take his leave. Accordingly, the next 

/ , ' morning. 
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morning, teing the eighth of April, Mahumm'ud Shaw, ^ with 
imperial pomp, attended by the court, on a travelling throne came 
out at the gate of the lion tower, and proceeded to the grand hall 
of audience', at the fteps of which Nadir Shaw received him, 
and led him to a throne, after which all perlbns retired. The 
two monarchs remained in private for near, an hour. Nizam al 
Moolk’, the vizier, and other great lords, were then_admitted j to 
whom Nadir Shaw fpoke nearly an hour, in terms of advice mingled 
with threats. "Viands were then diftributed, and .drelfes conferred 
upon them. Nadir Shaw prcfented jewels for a turban, with a 
fword fet with jewels, to Mahummud Shaw, who then took leave, 
and retired to the lion tower in the lame Hate as before. 

On the eleventh, all the^ Perlians quitted the city, except the 
body guards of Nadir Shaw, and encamped near Shalimar. The 
fame evening Nufler Oollah Mirza took-leave of Mahummud Shaw. 
The foubah of Multaun and four mahals of Yemneenabad were, 
at Nadir Shaw’s' requeft, granted to Zekariah Khan, in room of 
the deceafed Abd al Summud Khan, in addition to the govern- 
ment of Punjaab. 

On the fourteenth. Nadir Shaw began his retreat from Dhely, 
and proceeded by jegular marches to his own empire : but as the 
events of his route but little concern the hiftory of Hindoollan, 
they are not related in thefe pages. It is wonderful, but true, that 
the inhabitants of Dhely, at leaft the debauched, who were by far 
the more numerous part, regretted the departure of the Perlians; 
and to this day, the excelTes of their foldieiy are topics of humour 
in the loofer converfation of all ranks, and form the comic parts 
of the drolls or players. The people of Hindoollan at this time 
regarded only perfonal fafety and perlbnal gratification. Mifery was 
difregarded by thofe who efcaped it,, and man, centered wholly in 
himfelfi felt not for his kind. This lelfilhnefs, dellrudlive of public 
■ and 
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and private virtue, was univerfal in Hindooftan at the inVafion of 
Nadir Shaw; nor have the people become more virtuous fince, 
confequently, not more happy, nor more independant. 

Upon the retreat of Nadir Shaw, the emperor made fome 
changes among the great officers of ftate, and advanced two noble- 
men, who had ffiewn much attachment and fidelity to his perfon 
during the late troubles, to high rank. One of thefe was Ameer 
Khan, fon of the principal favourite of the emperor Aurungzebe, 
'of the fame name, and the other Izaac Khan, of a middle rank 
about the court. Mahummud Shaw, jealous of the power of the 
Tooraun nobles, wifiied to remove the vizier Kummir ad. Dien 
Khan from office. Ameer Khan was- pitched upon to fucceed him; , 
but the emperor was fearful of executing his refolution till the 
return of Nizam al Moolk to Dekkan, as he was nearly related 
to the' vizier, whofe interefi; he efpoufed. This event at length 
occurred; the nizam being heceffitated to repair to his govern- 
ment, where his fon Nafir jung had begun to- afihme independ- 
ance. With this defign, he had taken leave of the emperor, and 
pitched his encampment near the city, having obtained the de- 
putation of his office of ameer al amra for his fon Ghazee ad Dien 
Khan, who was alfo fon in law to the vizier. Mahummud Shaw 
now , privately bellowed the inkftand of the vizarut on Ameer 
Khan, who imprudently boafted of the honour he had received. 
Kummir ad Dien Khan hearing of this, advifed with the nizam 
how to ad:, who recommended- him to beg his difmiffion from 
court, and accompany him to Dekkan. ■ He accordingly repaired 
to the nizam’s camp, from whence he difpatched a petition, ob- 
ferving to his majelly, that as he fpund a change towards him 
in the royal behaviour, from the arts of interelled perfons, though 
he had been guilty willingly of no crime, he begged permiffion , 
to retire to Dekkan and refign his office. Mahummud Shaw, 
alarmed at the departure of the vizier, (for he pofiefied not ileadi- 
" ' - ■ nefs 
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nefs of refolution,) confulted with Ameer Khan and Izaac Khan 
what anfwer to return. The former advifed compliance with the 
requeft, affuring him, that if he was appointed vizier, he would 
take fuch meafures as Ihould fccure his majelly from fulFering 
from the refentment of the difcarded minifter. The emperor was 
filent, and difmifled Ameer Khan j after whofe departure he con- 
jured Izaac Khan by his own head to Ijieak his real fentiments. 
Izaac Khan, patronized by Ameer Khan, and joined with him in 
the late confultatlons, was at a lofs ; which the emperor obferving, 
again entreated him more earneftly. Upon this he replied, ithat 
if he Ihould recommend meafures contrary to thofe of Ameer 
Khan,' he Ihould forfeit his word,’ and if he advifed the fame, he 
Ihould be inimical to his majelly’s welfare j therefore begged to 
be filent J but Mahummud Shaw repeated his requefts. He then 
obferved, that though Ameer Klian 'was of high rank, and the 
fon of a nobleman of Hill higher, and poflefled courage and much 
wit, yet from the loofenefs of his manners, he could not command 
proper relpeil in the important office of vizier ; that his depend- 
ants, among whom was himfelf, by his patronage recommended 
to his majelly, and raifed to dilliniftJons, were as yet elleemed 
only by the great rajas of Hindoollan as ordinary peribns to 
'whom they would not fubmit as fuperiors : that, on the contrary, 
they regarded with veneration the nizara and vizier, and elleemed 
their fervicc honourable to themfelves ; therefore, it would not 
be advifeable to remove fuch perfonages, for thofe like Ameer 
Khan and himfelf. The emperor, upon this, fought to conciliate- 
the vizier, and communicated his intentions to Ameer Khan; 
who immediately hallened to the nizam, offering concellions to 
him and the vizier. It was agreed, that he Ihould for the pre- 
fent, -as a proof of his fincerity in relin^tiilhing his defigns againlt 
the vizier, retire to his government of Aleabad ; which he did im- 
mediately. The vizier returned to court, where harmony was 
again eftabliflied, and Izaac Khan became equally the favourite 
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of the minifter, as of Mahuminud Shaw. Boorahan al Moolk 
was fuccecdcd in the government of Oude by his fon in law Suff- ‘ 
dcr Jung 5 Zekariah Khan was continued foubahdar of Lahore ; arid ’ 
Shujah ad Dovviah, navob of Bengal, was fuccceded by his fon 
Allah ad Dowlah Serferauz IClian j who being jfliortly after defeated 
and flain by Aliverdi Khan, tlic governor of Patna, tlie ufurper 
feized the provinces of Bengal, Bahar, and Orifla, and was con- 
firmed in them by the imperial grants, for a large pellicufli and a 
promife of remitting the royal revenues to the treafury. Nizam al 
Moolk returned to Dekkan, wliich had fallen into diforder, from 
the difaftedion of the provinces during the invafion of Nadir Shaw, 
and the precipitate condu( 5 t of his fon NaJfir jung. 


Upon the departure of Ameer Khan, to Aleabad, Izaac Khan 
enjoyed the greateft fliarc of the emperor’s confidence • and as he 
did not afpire to the more important offices of fiiate, the vizier was 
not jealous of'tlie favours conferred upon him ; but Izaac Khan did 
not long furvive his exaltation, Mahuminud Shaw was truly af- 
ffided at his lofs, and continued his affeeSlion for the father to his 
children, but particularly to the eldefi: fon, Meerza Mahummud, 
often faying, that had he not him to fupply the place of the de- 
ceafed, he ffiould have died of grief for his Ibfs. 


This year the emperor fummoned to court Ameer Khan from A, H. 1156. 

Aleabad, Suffder Jung, foubahdar of Oude, Zekariah Khan, riizam ^ 743 ,* 

< 

of Lahore and Multaun 3 alfo tlie rajas Bukht Sing Rhatoree and 
Jey Sing. A mandate was likewife dilpatched to Nizam. al Moolk ; 
but he pleaded in excufe for his difobedience, his great ^e, though 
in fad; he was at the time employed in fecuring the government of 
Dekkan to his family. Raja Jey Sing died this year, and three of 
'his wives with many concubines burned themlelves on'his funeral 
pile. Ameer ‘Khali and Suifder Jung, on their arrival at court, 
were received with the .greateH m^-rks of the royal favour. This 
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year the emperor’s only fon, prince Ahmed, was married to "a 
daughter of the lineal defcendant of Mahabut Khan, fo celebrated 
in the reign of ‘Jehaungeer. The foubahdary of Guzarat was - 
conferred on Fukhir ad Dowlah ; but, after a feeble attempt to 
recover it from the Mharattas, he returned to Dhely. 

57. Suffder Jung was hononoured with the poll of meer atulh, or 
command of the artillery, and the government of Kalhmeer. 

58. . This year the emperor, at the requeft of Suffder Jung, march- 
ed to reduce ‘Ali Mahummud Khan, a Rohilla^ adventurer, who 
had from the negligence of government poffefled himfelf of the 
diftriflrs of 'Kutteer, and affumed independance of the royal 
authority. He was belieged in a fbrtrefs called Bangur, and being 
taken prifoner, was committed to the care of the vizier; after 
which the royal army returned to Dhely. Zekariah Khan dying, 
the foubahdary of Lahore was conferred on the vizier, who 
appointed two fons of the deceafed his deputies; but the bro- 
thers quarrelling with each other, the eldell obtained fuperiority 
in the contell, and was confirmed in the government of the pro- 
vince, with the title of Shaw-nowauz Khan. 

59. Thia year was dHlinguilhed by no other remarkable events, 

4 ®- than the death of Ameer Khan, and the marriage of Shujah ad 

Dowlah, fon of Suffder Jung, to the daughter of the late Izaac 

Khan, 

“ Mahabut Khan felzed that emperor’s perfon, and for fome time controuled 
the royal authority; but was obliged to retire by the intrigues of the emprefs 
Noor Jehaun. 

^ The founder of the Rohilla government, in the end overthrown by Shujah 
ad Dowhh with the adidance of the Enghlh, for having neglcfted to fulfil 
the terms of a treaty made with him, when defended by his arms from the 
invadons of the Mharattas, ' ’ 

' Now called, from the reddence of the Rohillas, Rohilcund. It is in pof- 
fedion of the navob vjzitr. 
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Khan, the emperor’s favourite. Tlicfc nuptials were celebrated 
with uncommon iplendoiir. Among the prefents made to the bride, 
were one thoufand filvcr cups, cacli weighing ‘ one hundred rupees. 

Ameer Khan Jiad hnee his lafl arrival at court condudled the 
wliolc adminiilration ; the vizier being incapable of attending the 
durbar, from a hurt occafioned by a fill from a terrace, and con- 
tentedly allowing his rival to cxcrcife the influence of his office in 
his name, wliilc lie enjoyed fccurity and repofe. Suffder Jung, tlie 
only one of the nobility able to oppofc him, was his friend; fo that 
he had no competitor for the royal favour. He was naturally free 
of jfpecch, and the emperor, fond of his repartee, had allowed him 
more licenfe in convcrfition than was conliflcnt with refpedt to his 
own dignity. As he acquired power in the /late, this freedom 
grew to importunity, when he was on buflne/s with the emperor; 
which by degrees difguflcd Mahummud Shaw, and made him wilh 
his removal from office. The royal jcaloufy was alffi excited by 
Ameer Khan’s paying a vifit to the princes of the blood confined 
in the citadel of Seleemgur. The emperor, however, fearing his 
power, did not openly fliew any change towards him. At length. 
Ameer Khan one day preffing fome requefl, which his majefiy did 
not chufe to grant, lie defired him to be lilent, and he would hear 
him on the fubjedt another day. The miniher perfifled, and was 
three times mildly put oft, but flill continued his importunity. At 
leno-th, Roze Afzoon Khan, a eunuch, '’nazir of the haram, re- 
buked him in harfli terms for his difrefpedt to his fovereign ; upon 
which Ameer Khan, highly enraged, exclaimed, '' What privilege 
has a flave to interrupt the converfation of a nobleman ?” The 
eunuch replied, “ If I am a flave, I am the flave of his majefly 
“ alone, and not of otliers.” The minifter, inflamed with paffion, 
now addreffed the emperor, faying, if the eunuch was not removed, 
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he would no longer attend the court j and. demanded thediijjofal 
of his office of nazir to one of his own fervants. The emperor con.« 
fented for' the prcfent, and the minifter retired ; but Mahummtld 
Shaw, on confideration, was alarmed for his own fafety, fhould 
Ameer Khan perfift in claiming pofleffion of the i nuzzarut. The 
eunuch advifed the affaffination of the minifter, and undertook to 
effedt it, without delay. The emperor aflented. A perfon who 
had been difcharged from the fervice of Ameer Khan, was applied 
to by the eunuch, and agreed to perpetrate the murder. A day or 
two afterwards the minifter attended the durbar, to receive the 
inveftiture of the nuzzarut, bringing with him Aggah Khan, a 
favourite eunuch, to be appointed his deputy in its immediate 
exercife. The aftaffin was placed in the paflage leading to the 
chamber of private audience, and coming behind him juft as he 
had reached the door, ftabbed him with a dagger fo effeiftually, 
that the unfortunate Ameer Khan fell down dead on the inftant. 
His corpfe was thrown into a palanquin and carried to his own 
houfe, where the imperial officers had been already fent to feize 
his effedls j but were refifted by the military followers of the de- 
ceafed, under pretence that great arrears of pay were due to them, 
fatisfailion for which they demanded, before they would relinquifh 
the pecfonal eftate ; nor would they fuffer the body to be buried. 
After four days, Suffder Jung pledging himfelf for the payment of 
theirdemands, if they would give up the corpfe for interment, by 
this time in a ftate of putr^fadtion, they confented; keeping, 
hovvever, the neareft relations of the deceafed in their hands, as a 
fecurity for the performance of his promife. After the funeral, the 
■effedls were fold to fatisfy the troops, and the emperor obtained 
poffeffion of the jew els and armoury for a • lack of rupees, which 
■were worth *' fifty lacks, if not a greater fum. The jaghire of the 
■deceafed was given to the daughter of the emperor, and put under 
-the diredlion of Nudjum ad Dowlah, fon to the late Izaac Khan. 

This 

* TweUc thouf2nd pounds. 

‘ live hundred thoufand pounds flerling. 
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This year was diftinguiflied by tlie invafion of Ahmed Abdallee, A. H. n 
and tlie death of the emperor Mahummud Shaw. Ahmed was the A.D. 17 
fon of a chief of the Afghan n tribe of Abdal, in the vicinity of the 
city of Heraut, and was taken prifoner in his infancy by Nadir Shaw, 
who gave Iiini the pod of a yeflawul, and by degrees promoted 
him to a confiderable comiliand in his army. Upon the affaffina- 
tion of that monarch, iie had the good fortune to poiTefs him- 
felf of a confiderable treafure, with which he retired to his 
native country, and affumed the honours of royalty over the Af* 
ghauns of his tribe. He then marched againft the fortrefs of Can- 
dahar, which fubmitted to his arms; and prevailed upon Nafir 
Khan, the foubahdar of Cabul, to acknowledge his authority, 
.permitting hr 1 to continue in office on promifing to pay down five 
lacks of rupees. Nafir lUian would have performed bis agree^ 
ment, but the chief inhabitants of the province refufing to con- 
tribute the fum, and perfuading him to refid, he withdrew bis 
allegiance; upon which Ahmed Abdallee marched againfl him.' 

On his approach the people of Cabul deferted their governor, and 
Nalir Khan retired to the city of Peffiawlr, where he held out for 
fome time ; but fearful of falling into . the hands of Abdal Shaw, 
as his provifions were exhaufted, and he had no hopes of a fupply, 
he made his efcape towards Dhely, leaving his family and effedls 
behind him, which, with the fortrefs, fell into the hands of the 
befiegers, two days after -his departure. During this fiege, Shaw- 
nowauz Khan, foubahdar of Laliore, bffiered to join the fortunes 
of Ahmed Shaw Abdallee, on condition of being appointed his 
vizier, and his propofal was accepted ; but, at the remondrance of 
his uncle Kummir ad Dien Klian, vizier to the emperor Mahum- 
mud Shaw, he repented of his treachery ; and when Ahmed 
Abdallee, on the fall of ’Pefhawir, claimed performance of his 
jengagement, he declined it. The fhaw, being enraged, marche 

againft Lahore, which fell into his hands after a ffiort refiftance. 

Shaw- 
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Shaw-nowauz Khan made his efcape, with a few attendants, to 
Dhely. Emboldened by this fuccefs, and the weaknefs of the empire; 
Ahmed Shaw refolved to attempt the conqueft of the capital of Hin- 
dooftan ; and in the beginning of this year began his march from 
Lahore. Mahummud Shaw, being at this time too much indif- 
pofed to take the field, difpatched his only fon, prince Ahmed, 
again'll: the enemy, under the conduit of the vizier, Kummir ad 
Dien Khan, Suffder Jung, foubahdar of Oude, Eefurie Sing, -raja 
of Jeypore, and feveral other chiefs, with a great army. They 
advanced to the banks of the Suttulludge without meeting the 
enemy, who had artfully pafled them and plundered the rich city 
of Sirhind, where the heavy baggage of the prince was depofited.’ 
Upon intelligence of this misfortune the prince returned, and upon 
his arrival near the enemy threw up entrenchments round his 
camp. ' The Afghaun thaw did the fame ; and for feme days feveral 
Ikirmilhes took place between the two armies. At length, Kummir 
ad Dien Khan, the vizier, being killed as he was at his devotions in 
his tent by a cannon ball, a panic prevailed in the Mogul' army, and 
Eeefuree Sing with his Raajepootes fled’ from the field. Meer 
Munnoo, the vizier’s fon, and Suffder Jung, however, difdained 
to fly, and by their addrefs reftored order in the camp. The next 
day, a magazine of rockets taking fire in the enemy’s camp, num- 
bers of the troops were wounded by the explofion j and Ahmed 
Shaw Abdallee, either dilheartened by this lofs, or fatisfied by the 
plunder gained at Sirhind, thought proper to retreat towards Cabul, 
which he did unmolefted. Mahummud Shaw being near his end, 
upon intelligence of the enemy’.s defeat, commanded the prince to 
return to Dhely, having firll: conferred the government of Lahore 
on Meer Munnoo, as a reward for his fervices. Before the royal 
army reached Dhely the emperor expired, aged forty eight years and 
fome months, in the thirty firll year of his reign. His death was 
concealed for fome days, till the arrival of the prince j who on the 
firft ofjemmaud al Awul was faluted emperor in the garden of 

Shalimarj 
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Shalimar, and on Frida)^ the twelfth of the fame 'month, went in 
royal pomp to the great mofque, where the khootbah was read, and 
coins were ilruck in his name. Mahummud Shaw was buried, in 
tlie college of Nizam ad Dien, in a fepulchre he had ereded on 
purpofe. 

Mahummud Shaw was not deflitute of abilities and judgment, 
but had an indolence of diljDofition too blameable in a fovereign ; on 
which account he was overruled by his minifters, and governed by 
his domeftic fervants. He was unable to reftore the empire from 
the decline it had fuffered during the reign of Ferokhfere ; and 
being very young at his accedion, and addidled to pleafure, he 
negleded publick bufinefs^ fo that diforder encreafed. After the 
invafion of Nadir Shaw he became difpirited, and gave himfelf up 
to devotion and the fociety of religious men. He was averfe from 
pppreffion and ihedding of blood, and the people from him fuffered 
no wrong. While he lived, the royal name was refpedable ; and 
by his prudence he fuflained the tottering pillars of the flate from 
falling into total ruin, but could not repair the unwieldy fabric. 

Kummir ad Dien Khan, vizier, though negledful of bufmefs, 
and much addidled to women and wine, yet was fb merciful and 
generous,' that the inhabitants of Dhely flill remember him with 
gratitude and affedlion, notwithflanding his incapacity for his im- 
portant ftation. 
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Ahmed Shaw on his accetnon, offered the vizanit to Nizam al 
Moolki who excufed himfelffrom accepting it, on account of Jiis 
great age, being in his hundred and fourth year ; nor did he Jong 
furvive this refufal, dying about a month afterwards in the vicinity 
of Boorahanpore, the capital of Khandelhe. He had governed the 
Mogul provinces of Dekkan for thirty years, as an independant 
prince, except in name, with great ability and ^uccefs. He left 
behind him fix fons, and was fucceeded in Dekkan by the fecond, 
Meer Ahmed Nafir Jung ; the eldeft, Ghazee ad Dien, refiding at 
Dhely, in the office of ameer al amra. Nizam al Moolk is much 
venerated in Hindooftan for his wifdom, policy, generofity, and 
learning. An account of his life would form a volume, which 
may one day be prefented to the public. 

Immediately upon the death of the mzarn the vizarut was be- 
llowed on Suffder Jung, who affumed the whole adminiftration of 
the imperial authority j Ahmed Shaw, contrary to the hopes which 
had been formed of Ifim, giving himfelf up to pleafure, and paying 
no attention' to the affairs of government. Suffder Jung’s firll 
meafure in office, was to attempt the expulfion of the Rohillas 
from Kutteer, boldering on his province of Oude. He ^or this 
purpofe inftigated Kaium Jung, the navob of Ferokhabad, to de- 
clare war againft them. All Mahummud their chief being juft 
dead, and the country in an unfettled Hate, owing to the minority 
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of his foils and the ambitious difputes of their guardians. Kaium 
Jung complied with the willies of the vizier, but was defeated and 
flain by tlie Rohillas. 

Difappointed in the conqueft of Kutteer, SufFder Jung refolved 
to reap advantage from the death of the deluded Kaium Jung. He 
perfuaded the emperor to march towards Ferokhabad, and confif- 
- cate his eftates. The widow, children, and mother of the navob, 
unable to refift, fubmitted to his authority and gave up their trea- 
fures. The principal fervants of the deceafed were fent prifoners to 
Aleabad } but his mother was allowed to keep the city ofFerokh- 
abad and twelve fmall dillridts, for the fupport of theTamily, as they 
had been conferred on it in, perpetuity by the emperor Ferokhfere. 
The conquered country was committed to the care of the vizier’s 
deputy. Raja Nowil Roy. This year, Ahmed Abdallee advanced 
again as far as Lahore but being gallantly refilled by Meer Muh- 
1100, he thought proper to retreat, on his agreeing to pay him the 
revenues of four dillridls in that province. 

The vizier was fcarcely returned to Dhely, when Ahmed Khan, 
a brother of the late Kaium Jung, colledled an army of Afghauns, 
and recovered the territories lately feized from his family, by de- 
feating Raja Nowil Roy, who was flain in the adlion. The vizier 
was on his march to aflifl; his deputy, when he received accounts of 
his death, and prelTed on to revenge it ; but the fortune of Ahmed 
Khan prevailed. He, in a general adlion, defeated the vizier, who 
fled to Dhely, trembling for tlie fafety of his province of Oade, 
now expofed to the refentment of the enemy. 

^ . * 

Ahmed Khan immediately after his vidlory marched to Ale- 
abad, which fortrefs he befleged, and dilpatched his fon Mhamood 
Khan to feize the city of Lucnowi The vizier fummoned an army 
of Mharattas to his afliflance, with whichi in two months after his 
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lofs, he moved from Dhely, recovered his own dominions from 
the enemy, and obliged Ahmed Khan, with his allies the other 
Rohillas, to take fhelter in the hills. i Upon his fubmiflion, Ahmed 
Khan was reinftated in the pofleffion of Ferokhab'ad and a country 
producing a revenue of fixteen lacks of rupees; the reft of the 
territories poffeffed by the late Kaiom Jung being divided between 
the vizier and the Mharattas. The other Rohillas purchafed their 
pai don by the payment of a large contribution. This year was alfo 
diftinguiflted by an attempt to recover the foubahdary of Ajmere 
from the Raajepootes, who had aflumed independance; but the" 
imperial general was defeated, and returned in difgrace to Dhely. 
The vizier, after his vidlory, employed himfelf in refettling his 
wafted provinces. 

This year was diftinguilhed by the death of Nafir Jung, fecond 
fon and fuccelTor to Nizam al Moolk in Dekkan, by a confpiracy 
of his own fervants, affifted by the French, who furprized , his 
camp while he was engaged in quelling a rebellion raifed by his 
nephew Muzzuffir Jung, who was taken prifoner ; but on the death 
of his uncle was placed on the mufnud of Dekkan by the con- 
Ipirators. This young prince did not long enjoy his dignity, but 
was aflaffinated almoft immediately after his accellion, by the fame 
perfons who had raifed him to power; when Sullabut Jung, third 
fon of the old nizam, was placed on the mufnud by the French, 
and Raja Ragonaut, dewan to Muzzuffir Jung. Mr. Bully was 
created a noble of the empire, and the northern lirkaurs granted 
in jaghire to his nation." 

This year Ahmed Shaw Abdallee again advanced as far as La- 
hore, and was oppofed for four months by Meer Munnoo; who, 
however, lofing two of his principal generals, and his troops being 
dilpirited, was obliged to fubmit. He was received into favour 
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by the conqueror, who appointed him governor of Lahore ,aiid 
Multaun under his authority j and thus were thefe two valuable 
provinces torn from their dcpendance on the defcendants of Timur. 
Ahmed Abdallcc, during his flay at. Lahore, fent an ambalTador 
to Dliely, demanding conccflions from the emperor^ who, much 
alarmed, recalled Suffder Jung to court. The vizier obeyed the 
fummons, and repaired to Dhcly, with his own army, and his 
auxiliaiy Mharattas ; but Jawced Khan, the favourite eunuch, 
before his arrival had perfuaded the emperor to purchafe peace by 
complying with the demands of the Abdallee monarch, who re- . 
treated from Lahore to his own dominions. The vizier, offended 
at this meafure, declined appearing at court, encamped in the 
neighbourhood of Dhcly, and informed the emperor that he mufl 
devife fome means of paying the Mharattas, whom he had brought 
to his affiflance on the promife of a large fum of money. At 
this period, fortunately for Ahmed Shaw, Ghazee ad Dien Khan, 
eldeft fon of the late nizam, efleeming the death of his brother 
Nafir Jung, favourable to his claims on the government of Dek- 
kan, offered to pay the demands of the Mharattas, if the emperor 
Would grant him the foubahdary of that, country. AKmed Shaw 
readily complied, and Ghazee ad Dien Khan prevailed on the 
Mharatta chiefs to accompany him to Dekkan, by payment of a 
large fum of money in hand, and promifes of greater favours 
when he fhould arrive at his government. 

The vizier, Suffder Jung, upon tlie departure of the Mharattas, 
entered Dhely, and attended in his offices at court i but he was 
much difgufled at the influence - of the eunuch Jaweed Khan over 
the emperor, and the difgracefuh peace made by the favourite’s 
advice with the Abdallee Shaw. He refolved' to remove him; 
and, for this purpofe, having invited him to ' an entertainment, 
had him affaffinated by one of his fervants. This adtion enraged 
the emperor againfl him, and made him refolve on di^lacing him 
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lofs, he moved from Dhely, recovered his own dominions from 
the enemy, and obliged Ahmed Khan, with his allies the other 
Rohillas, to take flielter in the hills. - Upon his fubmiffion, Ahmed 
Khan was reinflated in the pofleffion of Ferokhabad and a country 
producing a revenue of fixteen lacks of rupees ; ' the reft of the 
territories polfefled by the late Kaium Jung being divided between 
the vizier and the Mharattas. The other Rohillas purchafed their 
pardon by the payment of a large contribution. This year was alfo 
diftinguithed by an attempt to recover the foubahdary of Ajmere 
from the Raajepootes, who had alliimed independance ; but the" 
imperial general was defeated, and returned in dilgrace to Dhely. 
The vizier, after his vidlory, employed himfelf in refettling his 
wafted provinces. , 

This year was diftinguiftied by the death of Nalir Jung, iecond 
fon and fucceflbr to Nizam al Moolk in Dekkan, by a confpiracy 
of his own fervants, affifted by the French, who furprized , his 
camp while he was engaged in quelling a rebellion raifed by his 
nephew MuzzufBr Jung, who was taken prifoner ; but on the death 
of his uncle was placed on the muthud of Dekkan by the con- 
fpirators. This young prince did not long enjoy his dignity, but 
was aflaftinated, almoft immediately after his acceflion, by the fame 
perfons who had raifed him to power; when Sullabut Jung, third 
fon of the old nizam, was placed on the mufnud by Ae French, 
and Raja Ragonaut, dewan to Muzzuffir Jung. Mr. Bully was 
created a noble of the empire, and the northern firkaurs granted 
in jaghire to his nation.' 

This year Ahmed Shaw Abdallee again advanced as far as La- 
hore, and was oppofed for four months by Meet Munnoo; who, 
however, lofing two of his principal generals, and his troops being 
difpirited, was obliged to fubmit. He was received into favour 

by 

• For a detail of Ihcfe events, fed Mr. Orme’s elegant hiftory. 
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by the conqueror, who appointed him governor of Lahore ,arid 
Multaun under his authority 5 and thus were thefe two .valuable 
provinces torn from their dependance on the defcendants of Timur. 
Ahmed Abdallee, during his ftay at -Lahore, fent an ambalTador 
to Dhely, demanding conceffions from the emperor ^ who, ‘much 
alarmed, recalled Suffder Jung to court. The vizier obeyed the 
fummons, and repaired to Dhely, v/ith. his own army, and his 
auxiliaiy Mharattas ; but Jaweed Khan, the favourite- eunuch, 
before his arrival had perfuaded the emperor to purchafe peace by 
complying with the demands of the Abdallee monarch, who re- _ 
treated from LahorO to his own dominions. . The vizier, offended 
at this meafure, declined appearing at court, encamped in the 
neighbourhood of Dhely, and informed the emperor that he mufl 
devife fome means of paying the Mharattas, whom he had brought 
to his affiflance on the promife of a large fum of money. ■ At 
this period, fortunately for Ahmed .Shaw,, Ghazee ad Dien Khan, 
eldeft fbn of the late nizam, efteeming the death of his brother 
Nafir Jung, favourable to his claims on the government of Dek- 
kan, ■ offered to pay the demands of the- Mharattas, if the emperor 
would grant him the foubahdary of that, country. • Ahmed Shaw 
readily complied, and Ghazee ad Dien Khan prevailed on the 
Mharatta chiefs to accompany him to Dekkan, by payment of a 
large fum of money in hand, and promifes of greater, favours 
when he fhould arrive at his government. 

The vizier, Suffder Jung, upon the departure of the Mharattas, 
entered Dhely, and attended in his offices at court } but he was 
much difgufled at the influence the eunuch Jaweed Khan over 
the emperor, and the difgracefuL peace made by the favourite's 
advice with the Abdallee Shaw. He refolved' to remove him; 
and, for this purpofe, having invited him to an entertainment, 
had him affaffinated by one of .his fervants. This adtion enraged 
the' emperor againft him, and made him refolve on difplacing him 
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from his'perfon and the vizarutj but fuch was the power of 
Suffder' Jung,' that Ahmed Shaw dared not for the prefent avow 
his defigns. ' . > 

Ghazee ad Dien-Khan, with the Mharattas, reached Aurung- 
ahad, the capital of Dekkan, nnmolefted, but died fuddenly, a 
few nights after his arrival at the city ; upon which his followers 
difperled, and his body was brought by his domeftics to Dhely, 
He left behind him one fon, named .Shaab ad Dien, a youth of 
extraordinary abilities. By the intereft of Suffder Jung, he was 
appointed to fucceed his father as ameer al amra, and received the 
fame titles of Ghazee ad Dien Khan Bahadur, in addition to his 
own. The firft ufe which the young man made of his power, was 
to advife the emperor to proceed to extremities in his relentment 
againft his patron. - Ahmed Shaw, accordingly, removed him from 
his office of meet atufh, and expelled his deputy from the palace; 
Suffder Jung, unwilling to refill his fovereign, requelled to be 
allowed to retire to his government of Ouoer and the emperor 
confenting, he left Dhely, and encamped at a fmall diftance from 
it. His friends, however, reprefenting to him the folly of fo 
cafily religning his power, he changed his intention of repairing 
to Oude, and refolved to depofe Ahmed Shaw ; for which purpofe 
he called the Jauts to his alliftance, and throwing off his alle- 
giance, fet up a youth as emperor, pretending that he was one of 
the royal femily who had efcaped from prifon. He belieged Dhely 
for fix months, bur was bravely refilled by the young ameer al 
amra. Both parties at ’length being tired of the war, Suffder 
Jung, on being allowed to keep the provinces of Oude and Ale- 
abad, gave up the pretended prince, and retired to his govern- 
ment, leaving Ghazee ad Dien Khan in poffeHion of what authority 
yet remained to the imperial name, and his office of vizier was 
conferred on Intizam ad Dowlah, fon of the late vizier, Kummic 
ad Dien Khan. 


Upon 
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Upon the retreat df Suffder Jung, Ghazee ad :Dieh Khan, 
being joined by. an army . df Mhara invited into . 

Jiis fervice, marched from* Dhely againft^ the Jaut raja, .Soorauje^ 
Mul, who pofTeffed the province, of Agra. The raja, unable to. 
keep the field, retired to his, ftrongeffc: fortrefs, ^vhich was fur- 
rounded but the minifter having no battering cannon petitioned 
the emperor to fend the royal train from Dhely. By this time 
Ahmed Shaw had been alarmed at the ambitious proceedings bf 
the young ameer al -amra, who,- had behaved towards him with 
great haughtinels, and fiiewn - little refpedt to the royal .authority, 
which made him apprehenfiye of diis own fafety, fiiould he ac- 
■quire the rich conquefi; of the Jaut territories. ' Soorauje Mul 
had alfo 'written privately to court, that if the emperor would 
march to ^ Secundra, he would join him with his troops, and free 
him from the impending dangers of the treachery of his minifter. 
This petition was enforced by ' the advice of Intizaih ad Do\vlah, 
who enjoyed the chief confidence of the emperor and Ms modier, 
to whofe affedtions he had fucceeded on the death of Jaweed.Khan.. 
Ahmed Shaw refufed the cannon, and marched from Dhely with, 

• a fmall army of houfehold guards, but -a cumbrous train of fol- 
lowers and baggage, .carrying with him all the ladies of the haram, 
to ■Secundra. Ghazee ad Dien , on. intelligence of this, detached a ' 
party of Mharattas to impede his progrefs. Thefe plunderers fur- 
prized the royal camp at night. Ahmed Shaw, with his mother' 
arid vizier, made their efcape in covered litters to Dhely,' with a 
few attendants, leaving their unhappy followers to the mercy of 
the enemy. On this occafion, all the . infignia’' of royalty, i the im- / 
perial baggage, and many princefifes of the Timiir family, (among . 
whom was the, widow of Mahumniud Shaw) feU into the hands 
of ; the Mharattas. After the eohfufion.'^of victory and confequent . 
plunder, the ladies were: relealedy and furniflied with an efcort 



* A town between Dhely and Agra. 
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Ghazee ad Dien now returned to Dhely, and affuming the 
rizarut from Intizam ad Dowlah, depofed the unfortunate Ahmed 
Shaw, who was blinded, and confined with his mother in Se- 
leemgur. Yezzeez ad Dien, fon of the late Jehaundar Shaw, was 
proclaimed emperor, by the title of Aulumgeer the Second. This 
event happened on Sunday, the tenth of Shaubaun, 1167. 

This year died SufiHer Jung, late vizier, and ibubahdar of Oude, 
and was fucceeded in his government and eftates by his fon Shujah 
ad Dowlah. - ' 


AULUMGEER 
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Ghazee ad Dien Khan, upon the eftablifliment of the new 
emperor’s adminiftration, marched from Dhely, carrying the pa- 
geant monarch with him, intending to wreft Lahore and Multaun 
from tlie Abdallee conqueror, Meer Munnoo, ' the governor, being 
lately dead, and the confequent confufioh of affairs promifing fuc- 
cefs to his defigns ; but a mutiny breaking out in a corps of cavalry, 
the officers treacheroufly feized his perfon, and treated him with 
great indignity. His otlier troops ' were afraid to adt while he was' 
in the hands of an enemy. The emperor, who was difguffed at 
the haughtinefs of his miniffcer, encouraged the mutineers, and 
even offered them a large fuin to deliver their prifbner into his 
hands. In this dangerous crifis, the fortitude and addrefs of 
' Ghazee did not forfake him. He footlied the difcontented officers 
with affiirances .of paying their arrears and* forgetting their difre- ' 
pedl to hiis perfon. They releafed hun ; and the firfl: ufo he made 
' of hisTreedom was, to .order Nujeeb ad Dowlah with his followers 
to fall upon, the revolted corps. Numbers were flaughtered, and 
the reft difperfed. The minifter returned for the prefent to Dhely, • 
where he placed the weak Aulumgeer under a guard, and then 
taking with him the emperor’s eldeft fon. Alee Gdhur, renewed 
his expedition. 


Ghazee ad Dien had been betrothed to the daughter of Meer 
Munnoo, and he now 'made the completion of his efpoufals a. 

'' ' ' pretence' 
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pretence for marching to Lahore, in order to conceal his deligns 
of feizing the government from the widow. Upon his arrival at 
Lodiana, he difpatched a fplendid efcort and a letter to her mother, 
demanding his bride. She complied with his requeft, and com- 
mitted the young lady to the charge of his emiflaries, with her 
marriage portion, happy to purchafe, fo ealily the protedtion of 
the vizier. While engaged in the feftivities of his nuptials, the 
miniller difpatched fuddenly a conliderable force to Lahore, and 
the governefs, not fufpedting treachery, was feized and condudted 
with her treafures to the camp of her fon in law, who conferred 
the government of the province on Adeena Beg Khan -for an 
advance of thirty lacks of rupees. Upon the accompliihment 
of this affair he returned to Dhely j but the widow of Meer 
Munnoo was not to. be appeafed, -threatening him with fpeedy 
vengeance for her aSronts, from Ahmed Shaw Abdallee, her 
fovereign. Shortly indeed were her affurances fulfilled; and the 
unfortunate fubjedls of Hindooftafi feverely punifhed for the avarice 
of the vizier, who, however, by his addrefs efcaped the danger, 
which his inlidious .policy inflifted on the people. 

Ahmed Shaw Abdallee immediately on intelligence of the 
vizier’s treachery marched from Candahar to Lahore, which was- 
evacuated on his approach, and purfued his route to Dhely. 
'Ghazee ad Dien, knowing hirafelf incapable of relifting fuch an 
enemy, begged forgivenefs of his mother in law, and obtaining 
her recommendations to the Shaw, fet out for his camp with a 
few attendants. The Afghaun rebuked him feverely for his trea- 
cherous conduft, but confented to pardon him, on promife of 
70. a large contribution from Dhely, To the capital the minifter 
5 ^' accompanied him, and, like Nadir Shaw, the conqueror took- up 
his refidencc in the citadel. The wretched emperor Aulumgeer, 
being incapable of retiftance, affcdled to receive him as a royal 
gueft. Dhely was for many days given up to the’ mercilefs plun- 
der 
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der of .the foldiery, whofe avarice was ihfatiable. ' Such was their ' 
cruelty in gratifying it, that nuinbcrs of the unfortunate inhabitants 
put tliemfelves to death, with theii* women, • to ’ efcape difgrace. 
A whole month paffed in terror and ’ alarms. The houfe of the 
late Kummir ad ’Dien KJian 'was plundered," and thofe families' 
who had been fortunate enough to efcape the rapacity of Nadir 
Shaw, were now alfo involved in ruin. Unfatisfied with the 
wealth of the capital, Ahmed Shaw marched againft the Jaut raja, 
'Soorauje Mul, who poffelled the province of Agra, and difpatch- 
ed Ghazee ad' Dien Khan, with one of his generals and two 
'princes of the houfe of Timur, to raife contributions from the 
■ * Doaub, or countries lying between the’ Ganges and Jumna rivers. 

” '' Ghazee ' ad Dien being arrived at Ferokhabad, Ahmed Khan 
•Bungufli, the foubahdar, purchafed his fafety by a fum of money, 
-and joined him ‘ with his troops ; the minider intending to purfue 
• ‘his march into the territories of the young 'navob of Oude, Shujah 
ad' Dowlah, who, fufpedling ’his defigns, had marched with all 
his forces to the frontier of his country, and was joined by the 
navob Saadoollah Khan, chief of the Rohiiias, an Alliance then 
•fubliding between them. Ghazee, after -trying in vain to de- 
tach Saadoollah from* his friend, thought it prudent' to fufpend 
hoftilities, - and finally to give over his defigns upon Oude, on 
Shujah’s confenting to pay him an 'olFering of five lacks of rupees 
for the young princes. He halted however at Ferckhabad, being 
unwilling to, return to the Afghaun conqueror without the fums 
he had promifed Him. \ ‘ ' 

, i Ahmed Shaw Abdallee, who ^ had . rharched againfi; the raja 
Soorauje Mul, ' after ^taking Bullumgur,' a drong fortrels, and 
inflidling a general mafiacre on' the unhappy inhabitants of Muttra, 

(a' city Venerated as holy among' the Hindoos, and the refort of 
pilgrims from all parts of the empire) was employed in reducing 
yoL. II, ' ' ' -G g , the 
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Dowlah had been depofed by the affiftance of the Englifh, and 
Meet JafEer fet up in his room. ' 

Ghazee ad Dien Khan, difappointed in his attacks on the 
prince, refolved to execute vengeance on Nujeeb ad'Dowlah, his 
protedtor ; and for this purpofc called in, an army of Mharat- 
tas, under the chiefs Junko and Duttah Sindia, who invaded his 
country, which he defended againft thdm for fome months, being 
adified by the navob of Oude and the Rohdlas ; when the Mha- 
rattas, at length, agreed for a fum of money to grant him peace} 
being called upon to defend their newly acquired territories in 
Lahore, which were threatened with lofs by the approach of 
Ahmed Shaw Abdallee. Ghazee ad Dien Khah, apprehenfive 
of the refentment of that prince for the indignities ihewn to 
Aulumgeer, and the removal of Nujeeb ad .Dowlah from the 
poll; of ameer al amra conferred upon him by Abdallee, afiaffi- 
nated his unhappy fovereign } and leaving Dhely in poffeffion of 
the IVJharattas, retired to one of the fortrelies of Raja Soorauje 
Mul, chief of the Jauts, who gave him proteiflion. •Mohee al 
Sunnut, fon of Kaum Bukhfh, and grandlon of Aurungzebe, 
was feated on the throne, by the title of ^ Shaw Jehaun, and in- 
fulled with the empty name of emperor. 

When Ahmed Shaw Abdallee, left his fon Timur Shaw with 
Jehaun Khan at Lahore, that chief thought it prudent to bellow 
a confiderable traft of country in farm on Adeena Beg Khan, 
the general of the late Meer Munnoo, who was at the head of 
a confiderable body of troops. Adeena Beg accepted his offer, 
and for fome time remained faithful in his employment ; but, 
being at length fufpicious of Jehaun Khan’s intentions towards 
him, he quitted his office, and retired to the hills with his fol- 
lowers, where he excited the Siks to rebellion, and, in con- 
junilion with them, overran the country between the rivers Ra- 



wee and Suttulludge. Jehauii Khan fent againft him Moraud 
Khan, who was defeated, and the' Durannies driven from feveral 
places. At this time, Ragonaut Raow, Shuniflieer Bahadur, -arid 
Holkar, had reached the- vicinity of . Dhely with an army ofMha*. 
rattas, to whom Ad'eena Beg Khan difpatched frequent invita- 
tions to invade Lahore, which they accepted. At Sirhind they 
were oppofed by the governor, whom they defeated and took 
prifoner } after which they proceeded to Lahore by forced marches. 
Jehaun Khan, after fome Jlcirmifliing, found hinifelf unequal 
to defehce againft fuch fuperior numbers, and flying with Timur 
Shaw ,in the greateft hafte, evacuated the . country. . His retreat 
put the vidtors in pofleflion of the provinces, of Lahore and Mul- 
taun i the former of which they conferred upon Adeena Beg Khan, 
on his agreeing to pay them annually the fum of * feventy five 
lacks of rupees, and' retreated to Dhely. On the rains approach- 
ing, they marched back to Dekkan, but left a body of troops 
under Ju'nko, as foubahdar of Ajmere, to protedt -their con-- 
quefts. ' : . v 


The, next yeat, Adeena Beg Khan dying, Junko gave the 
government of Sirhind to Suddeek Beg Khan, the country be-, 
tweeii the -rivers to the widow of Adeena Beg Khan, and apr 
pointed Summa, a Mharatta chief, to refide ^t Lahore, as fou- 
bahdar, who extended his dependancies as far north as the river 
Attok. During thefe events, the Mharatta' power 'had fpread 
itfelf in almoft every province of Hindooftan, when Nujeeb ad 
Dowlah, the Rohillas, and Shujah ad. Dowlah united^ to pre.- 
yent, if pofiible, the total -overthrow of Mahummedan exiftepee . 
in the empire. Nujeeb' ad Dowlah was at; this :^time clofely 
blocked up at Sukkertal f and though Shiij ah'; ad Dowlah had , 
in fome meafure aflifted him, yet the number of the enemy was 
fo - fuperior, that there was little .rprofpedt of long, holding out 


* Seven hundred thoufand pounds.. 


AURUNGZEBE’s successors, 

againft them. The Hindoo princes aKo were equally oppreffed - 
by the Mharattas ; who,, tjiough of the fame faith, only left a 
bare maintenance to thofe whom they conquered. Both Mufliil- 
mauns and Hindoos joined in petitions to Ahmed Shaw, that he 
would march and alTume the throne of Dhely, in which they 
promifed to fupport him. The Abdallee, enraged at the feiz'ure 
of Lahore by the Mharattas, was rejoiced at the invitation, which 
affured him that he would only have one enemy to oppofe, and 
he refolved to accept it. He advanced without delay acrofs the 
Attok, and drove the Mharattas before him to Lahore, which 
they evacuated alfo upon his arrival. They were joined in their 
flight by Suddeek Beg Khan, the widow of Adeena Beg, and their 
, other renters; nor did they flop till they had reached the vicinity 
of Dhely. From Lahore,' Ahmed Shaw advanced towards Dhely. 
Upon intelligence of his approach reaching Duttah Sindia, that 
chief raifcd the blockade of Nujeeb ad Dowlah’s camp, without 
finifhing a negotiation of peace then began, and marched with 
an army of eighty thoufand horfe againll Ahmed Shaw. That 
prince had eroded the Jumna, on account of the great fcarcity 
of provifions in the high road from Lahore, owing to the late 
depredations of the Mharattas, who had plundered and laid wafte 
the country in their flight, in order to retard his purfuit, and, 
perhaps, oblige him to retreat to, his own country for want of 
fubfiftance. He was foon joined by the chiefs Nujeeb ad Dowlah, 
Saadoollah Khan, Hafiz ,Rhamut, and Doondee Khan, who fup- 
plied his army with grain and other neceflaries from their terri- 
tories eaft of the Ganges. The Mharattas encamped near Dhely, 
and Ahmed Shaw marched to give them battle. For feme days, 
the Duranny remained hovering round their camp, and fkir- 
mifliing only took place hetueen detached parties on either fide. 
_At length Duttah, diftrefled for provifions, having firfl; fent off 
his nephew Junko to Dekkan, with a fmall party, determined 
to hazard a battle. With his whole army difmounted. he drew 

up 
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Up in' front of his camp, ' inviting the’ Durannies to adion. The 
challenge was accepted, and a bloody engagement fucceeded, in 
which, at laft, Duttah and the greatefl: part of ' his troops were 
cut to pieces. Ahmed Shaw the fame day, immediately after 
- the vidory, haftened in purfuit of Junko, and did not quit it- 
till he arrived at NarnOul. Here he .received intelligence that 
Holkar, who was the Mharatta' chief in the Jeypore country, 
-had marched to Soorauje Mul', chief of the Jauts, whom he 
endeavoured to prevail upon to join him ; but he alleged in his 
excufe for not complying, that he could not fpare troops from 
his garrifons, which he muft defend againfh the Durannies. “ Holkar 
Upon this moved with his own troops to Secundra, * twenty cols 
to the eaftward of Dhely, where the Rohilla chiefs had cplleded 
ftores of grain, and a fupply of money for the Shaw*s army, 

■ hoping to diflrefs him by feizing them^ but the Rohillas had 
taken the precaution to move the grain acrofs the Ganges. 
The Shaw, upon this intelligence, detached Shaw Puffund Khan 
with a body of horfe againft Holkar. In the fpace of twenty 
four hours he marched with fifteen thoufand horfe from Nar- 
noul to Dhely, the diftance of I’feventy cofs, and only remain- 
• ing a day at that city for refrefhment, crofied the Jumria the 
night following, and about dawn arrived at Secundra, • where 
Holkar was encamped., , The Mharatta chief was completely fur- 
prized, and had fcarce time to make his efcape quite naked, with 
about three hundred followers. The reft of his, troops were 
either killed or ' taken prifoners, and a great- plunder fell into the 
hands of the victors; Ahmed Shaw rhbved from Narnoul to 
Dhely j and at the approach of the rains crofted the Jumna to 
' canton at Secundra, -for the convenience of being fupplied with 

provifiohs, as the country round Dhely, on the weftern bank 

',1 ' ' of- 

• s 

* -Forty miles. 

- One hundred and forty miles. 
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of the Jumna, had been laid wafte and dcfolate by his own 
and the enemy’s depredations. 


When intelhgence of Duttah Sindia’s defeat and death, the 
lofs of Lahore, Dhely, and the overthrow of Holkar, reached 
Dekkan, Suddaflieo Raow, commonly called Bhaow, nephew to 
Ballajee, the pelhwa, and feveral other chiefs of the fiill note, 
and an army of fepoys, difciplmed in the European method, 
artdlery, and an innumerable hoft of cavalry, marched to regam 
their polfeffions in Hindooftan. Upon the arrival of this army 
near Agra, Soorauje Mul, the Jaut raja, was prevailed upon by 
Mulhar and Holkar, who had taken refuge with him, to vifit 
the Bhaow, and at Muttra, Ghazee ad Dien Khan with a few 
followers joined them. 


Suddaflieo Bhaow, as the rapidity and depth of the Jumna 
would not permit him to crofs and attack the Duranny Shaw, 
marched to Dhely, which he entered, and immediately com- 
menced an aflault upon the palace. One attack was made at 
the hon baftion, and another at the Dhely gate. Holkar and 
Junko endeavoured to force the gate, but in vain At length, 
five hundred men with matchlocks, under Eetul Raow, fcaled 
the walls, near the hon baftion, and forced their way to the doors 
of the royal haram. Some Durannies now ruflied from Seleem 
ghur, and by a volley laid twelve of the alfailants dead, uhich 
fo alarmed the reft, that they in the greateft diforder turned 
their backs, and threw themfelves over the walls. The Mha 
ratta chiefs then retired to the palace of Eaadoollah Khan Thev 
ereaed batteries in different places, and Ibrahim Khan Gardee! 
who commanded the difc.phned fepoys and artillery, brough 
three pieces of cannon to bear on the fort from the bank of 
the Jumna, with which he battered the lion baftion, the oaa 
gonal tower, and the royal haram. Great part of the private 
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audience :hall> arid other. ; apaftmehts • were damaged, and the- 
unfortunate Gonfiried- princes and .princefTes thrown into terror 
and confufion. For fome days cannonading continued ; at the 
-end Qf;;whichy Yacopb Ali Khan, the -Duranny governor, find- 
ing .provifiohs Tall ihort, a that no , afiiftance could 

reach him from^A^^ account of the fulnefs of the 

Jumna, propofed . to furrender the pakce, on condition of -being 
allowed to march out unmolefted, /with; his followers a^ ef- 
fedls. His' offer was complied with ; ; /and,- evacuating the fort, 
he croffed. the Jumna, in boatf with his garrifon, and proceeded 
to. the camp -of Ahmed Shavv.. The Bhabw gave the com- 
mand of the; garrifon to Naroo Sunker, a bramin of diftindlion. 
The ‘ BhaO w, though he had the prefumptioh - to a^ire at the 
empire of Hindooftan^ was low and mean'" in his adtiphs. He 
broke doWn the ceiling of the -grand hall of audience^ which 
was of filver, and melted it for coin. The gold and filver plate 
. at the tombs of * Nizam ad Dien Ouleah, and ^ thoie^ at the fe- 
pulchres of the .emperors,, as cenfers, lamps, and candlefficks, 
he alfo feized f and was guilty of every plunder expreffive of a 
Jittle mind. He had the imprudence to rernain, at Dhely, though 
ffie utmoft fcarcity of provisions prevailed, owing' to the country 
adjacent having been the fcene of war for four years fuccef- 
fively. ^Towards the .-eonclufion .of the rains, he marched out 
to plunder- the little ' cultivation which had ' taken 'place. On 
the twenty .ninth : of; Sufiir he placed Shaw Jewan Bukht, ion 
of Alee Gohur Shaw Aulum,' - on . the ' throne, and appoint- 
ed Shujah ad Dowlah . his vizier, tb whoni firmauns were lent, 
YoL. II. ' • H h in 
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* A celebrated Maliummedan laint. . , ' ■ ^ ^ 

^ The fame , prince, who, in. the;, year 17S4, made his efcape from Dhely,- 
and threw iiimfelf on the protedtion of Mr. Haftingsj- who, by his influence 
with the vizier,' obtained -for him an allowance of forty thdufand pounds per 
annum/. On his - death, a liberal fliare of this penfion was continued to his 
wdmeh and family, who yet refidc at Baharas, under the Englifli protection. 
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in hopes that this meafure would breed dlflention between him 
and Ahmed Shaw Abdallee. Having left .Naroo Sunker in 
Dhely to command the garrifon, he at length marched with 
his army to Gunjeporah, where Abd al Su’mmud Khan, Nuja- 
bnt Khan, and Koottub Khan, with the zemindars of the coun- 
lry,'’Were llationed to procure grain for the Duranny camp. He 
Jaid fiege.to the fort, which fell in a few days, and the chiefs 
were all llain in the ftorm. 

The Duranny Shaw, immediately upon receiving intelligence 
of this event, though the river Jumna was not yet fafely for-i 
dable, gave orders for, march, and fwam with his army acrofs 
the river at Pakput near Dhely, though not without the loft 
of many men, who were drowned in the attempt; which, how- 
ever, fo aftonilhed the Bhaow, who had marched to plunder 
the town of Sirhind, that he gave up the delign, and returned 
with precipitation to Panniput. He had with him one hun- 
dred and forty thouland horfe, commanded by the moft cele- 
brated and veteran Mharatta chiefs, belides his corps of fepoys 
ahd artillery; but, with this great force, not thinking himfelf 
equal to engage the Abdallee, he entrenched himfelf on a plain 
to the north of Panniput. The Duranny army foon arrived 
near biat, sad Ahmed Shew feat oat parties to preveat grarij 
from ^palling to his camp. Daily Ikirmiflies took place be- 
tween bodies from both armies. At length, Ahmed Shaw find- 
ing that nothing would force the Mharattas from their camp,, 
refolved upon an afiault. Jehaun Khan, Puflund Khan, and 
Nujeeb ad Dowlah, formed dhe van, and Were followed by the- 
other Indian chiefs. The Mharattas on their approach drew 
out at a little difiance in front of tlieir lines. The adlion be- 
gan with much fury at twelve o’clock, and continued doubt- 
ful with great flaughter till ne.Tr twilight, when the Rohilla 

' infantiy 
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infantry oF Nujeeb ad Dowlah forced their * way :mto; the erie- - 
my's ■ works, and Bui vyunt Raow, a near relation to the Bhaow, 
was killed, with a great number of .men ; ' but night coming 
on, Alimed Shaw ordered a retreat, and the ftruggle ceafed^ 
Parhine and ficknefs raged in the Mharatta-; camp, and iium- 
s bers died every day; but they flill held out, in hopes of being 
fhortly fupplied with provifions by Govind Pundit, the chief of 
Etawa . and Komh, who had been colledting grain and money, 
.which die had brought as far as Shawdirruk near.Dhely, with 
an efcort of ten thoufand horfe, intending to march up on the 
lide of the Jumna oppohte the Shaw’s camp, arid by degrees 
join his friends. Ahmed Shaw had intelligence of liis motions, 
and fent Atta Beg Duranny, with iive thoufand' horfe, to inter- 
cept him.' This chief crolTed fhe Jumria, and in two days by 
forced marches reached Shawdirruk, where he furprized and put 
to death the, deputy, of Naroo Sunker, and all his : people.! 
From thence he advanced to Ghazee ad , Dieri Nuggur, and 
cut off? a party of the enemy at that place. , He then haftened; 
to Jellallabad, where Govind Pundit had arrived- with his con- 
voy tlie fame day. ' He was completely furprized, and his fol- 
lowers moftly fled. ; Thofe who refilled were cut to pieces,; 
with hinifelf and all his chief officers. The rich convoy, with; 

, the' head of Govind Pundit, . was conducted to Ahmed Shaw,^ 
who by this flroke completed . the blockade of the , Mharato 
■ camp beyorid^ relief.; The enemy’s ilation was now rendered in- 
tolerable by filth of every kind, numbers dying every day , of ' 

' famine and ficknefs . The chiefs held . a confultatipn, ; and agreed, ; 
that as by remaining in entrenchments they .mufi; perifh -with 
difeafe and hungerj it was better to hazard a battle, and, if 
, defeated, fly to Dekkan. They marched but of their camp, 

. and Mvanced,;: with their artillery rin frorit, , tb^^ arniy . , 

of the ' JShav/^ Who was prepared ' for' their receptioh, and per- 

v-.:.; Emitted ' 
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mitted tTiem to move a confiderable diftance from their' works. 
At length the Afghauns rufhed upon them '4ith :fuch fury is* 
not to give them time to ufe their cannon. Little refifta'nce 
was made, as the ‘Bhaow was killed -almoft on the onfet 
which had an immediate effeft on his 'troops, who fell into 
confufion. Junko and many other chiefs of note fell, and the 
roum became general Ibrahim Khan Gardee with his fepoys 

T? /Tfl -overpowered, and cut to pieces. 

The field floated with the blood of the numerous flain. Two 
and twenty thoufand men and. women were taken prifoners 
and the plunder of the , Mharatta camp exceeded all ^luation. 
A great tram of artillery, fifty thoufand horfes, two hundred 
thoufand cattle. feveraL thoufand camels, and five hundred ele 
phants, formed a part of this' vaft capturi. But this was not 
all the lofs of the enemy j for thofe who had efcaned from 
the hands of the Durannies were moftly put to death ^in the 
tjkges where they had hoped to J tnd of the 

chiefs of any rank, only three, among whom was Holkar l^S- 

telligence"of the dcL^fprel^an ufovertr "* 

threw the Mharatta ftates into a confufion. from "^'“ad 
princes of HindoolVan followed the blow by a unity of^al*^ 
among themfelves, they never could have recovered R 
nobles of Hindoollan had ' no fooner rid the rt 
general enemy, than their animofities revived 1 ,°^ 

The Duranny Shaw after his viftory marched^n 
he continued, fome months. Befor^his den where 

manded 

* Several pretenders have fmee ilartcd im i. ' 

In 1779 one appeared at Banaras, and began to Ievv"l' 

=ne« m the eity, upon wWeh he waWeiaed and T a 
samron of Chunar. fron. tvbenee he was 
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75. ShUJAH ad Dowlah having received the khelaut.of the 
vizarut from Shaw Aulunt, who was on his march from Patna, 
where he had been acknowledged by the ■Englifli, and the 
navob Meet Caufim Khan, haftcned to receive him on the 
coniines of his province, at the river Carumnafla. From thence 
the emperor and vizier marched into Bondelcund, and feized 
feverai dlRnOs from the Mharattas, not yet recovered front 
their late defeat. At tlie conclulion of this campaign. Meet 
Caulim having been expelled' from Bengal by ihe Englilh, 
threw himfelf on the proteition of the vizier, who agreed to 
affift him in the recovery of his territories, when' the events 
followed which are related in the account of the affairs of 
Bengal, following this hiftory. 

Nujeeb ad Dowlah, on the departure of Ahmed Shaw Ab. 
dallee, being in poffeffion of Dhely, was Ihortly after attacked 
by Soorauje Mul, raja of the Jauts, who had already extended 
his authority over the tapital of Agra and its dependancies ; but 
the raja being flain, as he was imprudently riding out with a 
thin attendance too near the enemy’s line, his army fled, and the 
ameer al amra obtained an almoft bloodlefs viftoiy. He was 
however ihortly after attacked by Jow^ahir Mul, the fon and fuc- 

ceffor 

• A particular account of this, and other tranfaaions of Shaw Aulum in 
Bcngai, -mU be feen in the hi/loiy of that province, in this volume. 
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ceffor of Sobrauje Mul, when Dhely fuffered the hardfliips of a 
iiege for forty two days j at the expiration of which, Nujeeb ad 
Dowlah obtained a peace by making Ibme conceffions to the young 
raja. From this time he governed Dhely, and the few diftribts 
yet in polTeffion of the royal family, with moderation and juftice, 
till his death .; when he was fucceeded in his dominions by his 
Ion Zabtah Khan, who continued to protect the royal family ; the 
emperor Shaw Aulum refiding at Aleabad, with the.Englilh, . 


Shaw Aulum at length growings weary of his Retirement at A, H. 1185. 
Aleabad, and' finding, after repeated applications, that he could A. D#i77i, 
hot obtain the afiiftance of the Englifii to put him in pofieflion 
of Dhely, over which he had only a nominal authority, or to 
extend 'his real power beyond the limits -of the two fmall pro- 
vinces of Aleabad and Korah, refolved to quit their protedion, 
and call in the Mharattas to efcbrt him to the capital of , the 
empire, . near which a confiderable .army was encamped. To this 
rcfolution he was urged on by Hufiiam ad Dowlah, his favourite, ■ 
who hoped to acquire the foie adminiftration of the, toyal affairs, ' 
fhoiild the emperor leave Aleabad, where his power was con- 
trouled by Moneer" ad- Dowlah, an old minifter, who enjoyed the' 
confidence and fiipport of the Englifh, and with juftice, as a re- 
fpedtable character, the favourite being a weak man, and known 
chiefly as the pander of the loofef pleafures of his royal rnafter. 

The vizier, Shujah ad Dowlah, though apparently againfi: the 
meafiire, yet privately encouraged Hufham ad Dowlah to perfuade ' 
the emperor to march, and even gave hirn a fum of money, as 
a proof of his friendfhip ; for he regarded^ the prefence of Shaw 
Aulum with the Englifh, as a bar to the fiiccefs of plans in which , 
he required their afiiftance. Moneer ad Dowlah, who was well 
acquainted with the character of' the Mharattas, and fotefaw that 
his rnafter would in the end fall a prey to dieir treacheiy, en- _ 

deavoured, but in vain, to perfuade ’him againft giving up tie 
• ' ' * " ' com- . 
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comfortable afylum of Aleabad, and the folid revenue he enjoys 
ed from the Engliih^prote£tion, for the acquiiition hf a defolatei 
capital. The prefidency of Calcutta alfo remonftrated ; but ShaW. 
Aulum was determined. He marched from Aleabad, and was 
accompanied as far as the frontiers of Korah by the vizier and 
Sir Robert Barker, commander in chief of the Engliih forces. 
The latter, at taking leave, renewed his'.advice that his Majefty 
would remain with his nation j but Shaw Aulum was impatient ' 
to fee Mmfelf enthroned in the palace of his anceftors. He moved 
onwards to Ferokhabad, the navob of which, Ahmed Khan Bun- 
gu(h, being lately dead, his eftates and effefls, according to the 
ufage of the empire, had reverted to the crown. His fon and 
fucceflbr, Muzzuffir Jung, on the payment of five lacks of rupees? 
as a compofition for the royal demand, was Confirmed in thd pol- 
feflions of his father. Shaw Aulum now had a refpedtable trea- 
fuiy, having made confiderable livings from the revenue paid hint - 
by the Englifh, and alfo obtained an advance of twenty two lack# 
of rupees for drafts on the Bengal tribute for the 'enfuing year? 
from the vizier and Moneer ad Dowlah. His army, though fmall? 
was well appointed ; and he had two battalions of fepoys, which 
had been difciplined by ‘Englifh officers. ‘ 

After 

• The offiews Tvere miiovol oa the march of Shaw Aulum. Different opini* 
ons have prevailed on the policy or impolicy of the Englifh not joining the 
emperor. Had they accompanhd him with a brigade, their contiuefls’ would 
doubtlefs have been fplendid ; but to preferve them they mull fiave inevitably 
taken, the lead in all pub'ic affairs To fome native nobles changes mull havff 
occun-ed from that very clrcumnance, and the council of Bengal knew they would 
have been loudly rerrefented to our countrymen as aSs of barbarity in the flig' 
matiaed fervants of the company. My counliymen, compare impartially our con- . 
doain the affairs of Benpal, with that of the native viflors ; and let the preju^ 
dices excited by Inlerefled, 'abunve, and, perhaps, envious eloquence, give place to 
ahe proper feelings of Fnglifhmcn, on difeovering that the honour of our country 
has not been fullied by EngWhmm in India. At home, you have feen falfe 
patriots daily. Believe me, Ve ate not fo treacherous in India. Porterlty- will 
do us julllte. - ■' 
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After - a: ftay. of nearly two months in- the vicinity of ,Ferok-i 
habadi the ernperOr moved to Nubby Gunge, twenty five cofs 
hearer. Dhely 5 i where he was joined by Sindia, a Mharatta 
chief, who Came to fettle the terms ' of fervice, and to efcort 
him to the Camp of his principal Bifiajee, then encamped near 
Dhelyi Moneer ad Dowlah had been left in charge, of the 
provinces of Aleabad and Korah; fb that Htifham ad Dowlah 
had now attained his wiflied for office , of adtihg ; mihifter. He 
, agreed to pay the Mharattas ten lacks of rupees, whCn the- 
emperor ihould be piit iii pofleffion of Dhely ; but they infilled 
upon the fum in advance! which, after much negotiation was 
given them, and . they perforrped the conditions. About the lat- 
ter end of December 177 r , Shaw Aulum made ^ his entry into 
Dhely, and received, the congratulations of his family, and the 
inhabitants of the ancient capital of Hindoollan, 

.The emperor’s day in Dhely' was but ihort. -He had, re- 
folyed on the , ruin of #abtah Khan, for which many realbns 
-are affignei He < had, it was faid, been deficient in refpe£l ; . 
to the royal ' authority while Shaw Aulum refided at Alea- 
bad j and it was alfo ■ whifpered, that during his ^ command - in ^ 
the palace of Dhely, he had abufed his truft, by corrupting 
the ladies of the haram^ particularly the princefs Khieroonifia, 

. the emperor’s filler 5 a condu^ certainly delerving the rbyal dif- 
’ pleafure. Whiatever were ' the caules, Shaw Aulum had deter- 
mined to feize his territories, and, the Mharattas readily agreed 
' to affifi; him, not only from the hope of . plunder, but of gra- 
tifying their revenge for the ■ lofles titey had fuffered from 
Nujeeh ad,. Dowlah ^ to whpfe - courage the vidtory of Shaw 
Ahmed Abdallee at Panniput had been greatly owing. 

- - • bha^y Aulum marched again in January ' . 1 772, not more 
.than twenty days after liis- arrival at 'Dhely, with an army of 

■-••:'VoL.' n." ■ ■; li ■■ ■ ninety' 
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ninety thoufand men, chiefly Mharatta cavalry, and without 
delay entered the diftrifts of Zabtah Khan; .who, unable to' 

refifl: fuch a force in the field, evacuated his capital of Ghofe 

Ghur, which was plundered, and fled acrofs tlie Ganges, hoping 
to defend his territories on the eaftern bank 'of that river, 
which he trufted would impede the royal progrefs. He llationed 
troops at the different fords ; but this ftep .weakened his 
main body, and was the caufe of his deftrudlion. Nujeef Khan 
gallantly crofi'ed the river, and difperfed the troops at one of 
the ftations, when he was followed by the chief part of the 
Mharatta army ; after which Zabtah Khan made but little re- 
fiftance. He fled to Pattergur, where he had depofited his 
women and treafures, but was fo clofely purfued, that he had 
not time to remove them. This place Surrendered after a few 
days’ fiege, and his family and efledls fell . into the hands of 
the enemy; but Zabtah Khan, with a few attendants, made 

his efcape to the camp of the vizier, Shujah ad Dowlah, who 

was advanced to Shawabad, the frontier city of his dominions, 
to watch the motions of the Mharattas, attended alfo by Sir 
Robert Barker, with four battalions of fepoys, and fome officers 
appointed to difcipUne the vizier’s regular battalions. The firft 
brigade, under Colonel Champion, had alfo marched as far. as 
Banaras, to be ready to join . the vizier in cafe of neceflity. 
The dry feafon was fpent by the royal army in reducing the 
remainder of Zabtah Khan’s pofiedlons and part of Rohilcund, 
the chiefs of which fled for refuge to the hdls adjacent, and 
the principal one, Hafiz Rhamut, repaired to the camp of Shu- 
jah ad Dowlah to purchafe his proteihon. 

At the approach of the rains, the Mharattas prelTed the 
emperor to canton at Burrelly, the capital of Hafiz Rhamut’s 
country, promifing, at the concluCon, to reduce all Rohilcund 
to the royal authprity, and even to. attack Shujah ad Dowlah 
' and 
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and the Englidxj but Shaw Aulum abfolutely declined' moleft- 
ing the vizier or his allies, and infilled on returning to Dhely; 
to which, much againfl their wills, they at length cohfented. 

This campaign ended very little to . the fatisfadion of the 
emperor, for the Mharattas paid him bat little refped, and 
allowed him fcarce. any lliare of the plunder or territory ac 
^uired by the war. They alfo reftored to Zabtah Khan hi 
W’-omeh and childi’en, for a ranfom • of a lack and half of ru- 
pees, which was generouily advanced him by Shujah ad Dowlah. 

Shaw Aulum, upon his return to Dhely, rewarded the fer 
vices of his general Nujeef Khan, by the gift of fbme diftrid 
which had been abandoned by Zabtah Khan; and efiablifhet 
' other chiefs in Sarungpore and other pergunnahs taken in th( 
campaign, which had been left to the royal difpofal by the 
Mharattas, who pafied the rainy feafon in the province of Agra; 
in endeavouring to reduce the Jauts to pay them the choute 
tribute. 

' At the conclufion of the rains, the affairs of the emperor 
afiumed a gloomy afped. His treacherous allies, the Mharattas, 
whole only objed was prefent gain, having drained Shaw 
Aulum’s treafury, . agreed, for a fum of money, to reftore to 
, Zabtah Khan the country, for which they had been amply paid 
by the fovereign, and to give back to the Jauts fome diftrids 
which had been refigned to the emperor on his firfl arrival at 
Dhely. They infolently ififued their orders to the royal officers 
to evacuate their flations, and they were obliged to* fubmit to 
fuperior force ; fo that in a few weeks the unhappy Shaw 
Aulum. found himfelf without - any territory but the ruined 
capital of Dhely, all befides being fold back into thpfe . very 
hands which had held them, previous to his connedions with the 

I i 2 Mharattas 
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Mharattas. ‘ The unhappy monarch now experienced, not only 
lofs of. territory, ,but perfonal indignity from his own troops; 
who, expelled from the diftrifts on which they had allign- 
ments for their payj crowded to Dhely; and began to be cla- 
morous for their arrears. The emperor had ejcpended , his ready 
money on the Mharattas, the caufers of his diflxefs. The 
minifter, Hufliam ad .Dowlah, - inftead of, attempting meafures 
to alleviate the fufferings of his .mafter, endeavoured to turfl 
them I to, his own advantage, by making them the inftrument 
of ruining Nujeef Khan, of whofe growing favour at court he 
was become jealous. The' royal troops were moftly dilbanded, 
on pretence that there was no money to pay them, and Nu- 
, jeef Khan’s corps among • the reft. The Mharattas were pri- 
* vately. invited by the' minifter to Dhely. Nujeef Khan, how- 
ever,- was fo beloved by his people, who regarded him as _ of 
/ortunate aufpices, that . they would not leave him, trufting to 
happier times for a reward;' and many of the chiefs difmiffed 
by the minifter embraced his. fortunes. Nujeef Khan in .vain 
endeavoured to perfuade the emperor to dilburfe money; .front 
his privy. purfe, and levy troops to prevent the Mharattas from 
entering Dhely, as the only means to avert his ruin ;c but -ShaW 
Aulum, having fo recently cxpenenced treachery, would not 
e.ciw&de. iw Vim, awi tefoVved to tcuft. to oh’avKO for tVre deeihott 
of his late. He was at the fame time inch’ned to hope, from 
the perfuafions of Hulham ad Dowlah, that the march .of the 
Mharattas was not with offenfive defigns to the royal power.. 

At length, the Mharatta army, with the Jauts and Rohil- 
- las under. Zabtah Khim, arrived near Dhely, and Shaw Aulum, 
when too late, repented "of his negledl of Nujeef Khan; who 
was now requefted to endeavour to fave,the city. Negotiation 
was in vain, as the enemy demanded the controul of the em- 
peror’s pcrlbn and the garrifon of the palace. Nujeef Khan re- 

folved 


folved to oppofe -them. Gf the royal troops there only ’ remained 
the two regular battalions ' of fepoys difcipliried by the Englifli, 
and twm; others armed with mufquets. ' Nujeef Khan had a -body 
of five thoufand' hofie, and a fmall party of Frerichi who had 
lately quitted the fervice'of the Jauts. With 'this force, but ill 
fupplied with ammunition, he rnarched oiit of the' city, and took 
• pod; 'at about two miles didant from it, having' the. river Jumna 
on his left, and on his right the bid citadel. His rear was de- 
fended by the artillery of the city walls. The Mharattas made 
a general attack, almod; as foon as he had formed his Jine, and' 
were repulfed with lofsbbut Nujeef Khan imiprudently piirfuing 
the enemy, was' drawn from his advantageous polition, when they 
, relied, arid furrounded liim with fo fuperior a body of cavalry,, 
as 'turned the fortune of the day. Nujeef IChan efcaped with 
great difficulty, after the lofs of feveral of his bed officers arid ;a 
, near relation, to the two difeiplined battalions, who nobly flood 
their ground. The French had raffily quitted their poll in pur- 
fuit, and, ' after" much jofs, with the greatefl difficuity attained a 
fhelter under the walls of the old citadel. ' The two battalions 
fuflained repeated charges till night, when the enemy retired ; 
and 'Nujeef Khan, grown indifferent to life, was with force, by 
his friends carried into Dhely. He had' attempted feveral tinies 
to ruffi firigly ' bn “the 'bnerriy and court his death. It was faid, 
that this ■ defeat was Owing to the treachery of Hiifham ad T)ow- 
iah, who had allow^ed the Mharattas to pafs unrnoleffed under 
the walls of the- city, in the rear of Nujeef lUiariv ' It is certain 
that the rriinifteij was not difpleafed at the dofs of his rival. 

. The emperor was now obliged to throw himfelf on the mercy 
of his enemies. After fome days, fpent in negotiation, the Mha- 
rattas encamped : nearer the, cityf and their chiefs, Billhj ee arid 
: Holkar, ■'with Zabtah Khan, efcorted by a large body of troops, 

' made a triumphant entry into the palace, to vifit Iris majefly. 

■ - - -They 
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They advanced upon their elephants to the gate of the public 
hall of audience, a privilege allowed only to the imperial fa- 
mily. Their followers filled the various courts of the palace. 
They even attempted to penetrate the female apartments, and 
were prevented only by the intricate windings of the paflages from 
molefVing the women, and adding the worll ditgrace to fallen 
royalty. At the gate of the hall of audience the chiefs con- 
defcended to alight, and to make the cuftomary obeifances 3 but 
the unfortunate emperor was obliged, at the fame time, to de- 
fcend from his throne, and fit on a fmall carpet to receive them. 
Eiflajee and Holkar, after fome interval, helped him to re-af- 
cend his throne-j which he may he faid now to have received 
from their hands. The whole of the interview paffed in the moft 
humiliating condefcenfions of the emperor, and the greateft in- 
folence on the part of the Mharattas. 

After this vifit, Hulham ad Dowlah having laid the blame of 
refiftance on Nujeef Khan, and divided a lack of rupees between 
the two Mharatta chiefs, they, for this trifling fum, agreed to ex- 
pel his rival from Dhely. A raeflagc in the royal name was fent 
to Nujeef Khan, commanding him to pay money received on the 
emperor’s account, during the lall campaign in Rohilcund. Nu- 
jeef Khan alleged truly, that he had expended the film demanded, 
about ‘ eighty thoufand rupees, on his troops 5 but his plea was 
not accepted, and he was threatened with force. By pledging 
fome jewels, plate, and the contributions of friends, he made 
fhift to raife the money, which he paid , but his danger did not 
end here. He was peremptorily commanded to quit the city, and, 
threatened with force if he did not comply. , 

Nujeef 


* Ten tlioufand pounds* 
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. Niijeef Khan was now reduced to the laft extremity, 
faw tliat nothing but Jiis dcflruftion would fatisfy the mini^-^f'^- 
and was without money for liis daily fupport } but courag^' 
fuch diftrefs, did not forfake him or his friends. They co ll}ded . 
their women and cliildren into the quarter furrounding his paP^^^* . 
rcfolving, if forced, to fave their lionour, by putting theif^ 
death, and then feek their own by ruflnng on the enemy. 
ricadoes were formed at the different avenues, defended by 
Icry. Tine quarter was furrounded by tlie minifler’s troops ; 
however, were too cowardly to make an attack. Huflian ' 
Dou’lah had then recourfc to the Mharattas ; but they ref^^^ 
fending troops into the cit)^ left it ftiould occafton a ge^®^^ 
nip^fiacrc and pillage. Upon this rcfufal, the minifter obtr^®^ 
from the emperor, (who was incxcufable in granting it,) a 
written in his own hand, begging their aftiftance, but in vain ) 
gallant behaviour of Nujeef Khan having raifed fentimenf^ 


blkar 


admiration and compaflion in the breaft of their chiefs, H(^ ^ ^ 
difpatched to him his nephew, with folcmn affurances of fafety, 


bjeef 


protediion, if he would quit Dhely and come to his camp, 


ICIian accepted his offer j but firft refolved to obtain, if pon 


Ifs to 


tlie emperor’s difmiflion from his own moutli. His progrej^^^^ 
the palace was conduded with a folemnity, which evidently 
the love and reverence his followers bore him. He was mou 
on horfeback, and proceeded flowly through the ftreets, 
by his dependants to the number of fome thoufands, on foot, f 
drawn fabres, and loaded pieces, exclaiming at intervals, agree - 
to the Perfian cuftoni at the great mourning on the annive^^. 
of the maflacre of their Imaums, “ Ya Houflein, YaHouft? '^^' 
with doleful cries. On his arrival at the gate of the palace' 
fent a requeft for an, interview with the emperor ; but it j. 
fufed ; nor indeed would it have been prudent or fafe to 
in the prefent difpofition of the injured chief and his folio 
From the palace he' marched in the fame fglemn manner 
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Mharatta camp, where he was politely received by Holkar, who 
on hearing that he had not .eaten for fome time for want of ne- 
celTaries, f^phed him with a fum of money. After fome coni 
verfation, Nujeef Khan returned to the city; from whence, after 
three days, he departed, with his family and follov;ers, and was 
received into 4e fervice of Holkar. at a-falary of • fix thoufand 
rupees a day for himfelf and his corps. ^ “ 

Khan the rank of ameer al amra, and to reftore him * 

of .taoft .h. aiM., ^ ^ hS 
before been deprived by their alTiftance. The 'lauts were alfo 
reinftated in their poffeflions, and the Mharattas took to themf 1 

0. „d Mo ,,i„g5o„.o. s: Sot ” 

vlT"Ao w f ,? f’ ”■ “ 9 

venue. . He was alfo forced to make orefents anH l 

a “"4o;vzs:: 

The Mharattas having plundered Dhely, marched into Rohil 
cund ; but their progrefs was inteirupted by the arrival nf en • u 
ad Dowlah and an Englilh brigade to the affiftance of the R ^ 
hillas. After plundering the northern parts on the ^ 
the allied army, they retreated acrofs the Ganges from *eT °b 
df which they fired a few fliot on the ^ngia fine w 1 
cannon being foon difmounted by the enemy^s fire the 
towards the Jumna, and lliortl/ after retuTd to Dett^ 
fome diffentions in their own government called f where 

cftheirchiefs. It is probable, ^hat they L^oitf^: Sv":^ 

on 

* Six Iiundrea pounds fierling and upwards. 
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on a retreat to their own country, and that the neceffity of it 
haftened their treacherous cdndudfc to the emperor j being willing, 
to obtain -what they could, from the territories which they were 
obliged to quit. , ' f 

Nujeef Klian had, on tlie near approach of the allied army, 
taken the opportunity of quitting the fervicc of Holkar, the Mha- 
ratta chief, and joining Shujah ad Dowlah, who received him with 
great kindnefs, appointed him his deputy in the office of vizier, 
and fent him hack to Dhely, with the mod: earneffc recommenda- 
tions to the emperor to employ him in the room of Huiham ad 
Dowlah j and this advice was alfo feconded by Sir Robert Barker. 
The vizier now returned into his o'wn dominions, where the Eng- 
lilh' army alfo cantoned, 

Nujeef Khan, on his arrival - at Dhely, was received with the 
warmeffc careffies by the emperor, now much^ difguhed with and 
weary of the condud: of his minifter, who had not only occa- 
lioned his fufferings from the Mharattas, but had alfo* broken 
his promife of redeeming fome valuable jewels, which had been 
intruded to him to pledge during his neceliities. Nujeef Khan 
offered not only to redeem the jewels, but to pay the arrears of 
the royal troops, grown mutinous, if he would deliver the mini- 
ffer into his hands. Shaw Aulum affented; and' the fallen fa- 
vourite being feized, his effeds were confifcated, to the amount 
of “ ten lacks of rupees, little more than a fifth part of which, 
however, was paid to the emperor, the refi: ' being withheld by 
Nujeef Khan.' 

' Hufham ad Dowlah had rifen- to power ffoni a menial fitua- 
tion j not by merit or diftinguifiied abilities, but by making inia- 
VoL. II. K k ' . ' mous 

• ■ One hundred thoufand pounds. ^ 
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mous'ufe of his mafter’s foibles, in procuring beautiful women 
for his pleafures. He was without education, and unable' to read 
or write. His infolence in office was difgulting to all. During 
his adminiftration he was feared and detefted } and his fall was re- 
joiced at by all ranks. He remained in‘ clofe confinement nearly 
two years, when Nujeef Khan not 'only fet him at liberty, but 
allotted him a liberal penfion for his fupport in private life ; in 
which he has fince remamed undiftinguillied. . 

, Nujeef Khan was now appointed fecond bukhfhi, and,, at his 
recommendation, Abdulahud Khan, his friend, third, whom he left 
to manage affairs with the emperor, whde he himfelf engaged 
in an expedition againff the Jauts, over whom he was fucoefsful 
in a general adlion. His army confiffcd of three of the royal bat- 
talions, three thouiand Rohilla irregular infantry, and about eight * 
thoufand horfe under various adventurers. It was llipulated, that 
he ffiould retain half the conquered diftridls for the fupport of his 
dignity and troops, and relign the other to the emperor. Shaw 
Aulum now obtained repoffellion of feme diftridls in the vicinity of 
Dhely, and his affairs began to w ear a tolerable alpedi, 

Shujah ad Dowlah was now advanced to Etawa, from whence 
he had driven the Mharatta garrifon, with a confiderable army, 
and was waiting the arrival of an Englifh brigade, to proceed on 
an expedition againfl the Rohillas, who had failed in their engage- 
ments to pay him forty lacks of rupees for his proteftion of their - 
country the -laft year. Here he was vifited by Nujeef Khan, who ' 
had reduced the city of Agra from the Jauts, and it was agreed, 
that he fhould invade the Rohillas on one fide, while the vjzier 
and his allies advanced on the other. This point being fettled, 
Nujeef Khan repaired to Dhely. 


Shujah 
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Sh'ujah ad Dowlah had .difpatched his minifter Eeruch Khan 
to the capital, in the beginning of February, to negotiate with the 
emperor. The minifter arrived at court with a conftderable force 
and a large ftim of money. With the firft he browbeat the royal 
officers, and with the other bribed largely. He propofed to the 
emperor to take the field and join in the attack of the Rohillas ^ 
on which condition, the vizier promifed to pay down immediately 
* two lacks of rupees for the expenfe of preparation, ^ ten thouiand 
rupees every marching day, and five thoufand each halting day. 
He agreed alfo to refign half the conquered country to the royal 
difpofal, when he fliould have paid his engagements with the 
Engliffi for their affiftance. 


259 


The emperor at firft gave his aflent but his inclinations were 
againft aggrandizing his vizier at the expenfe of the Rohillas, 
.whom, it is faid, he informed of the .defigns againft them. He 
was, however, prevailed upon to march a fhort diftance, and 
eroding the Jumna, encamped at Shawdirruk, on the eafterh bank, 
pretending to join Shujah ad Dowlah, who was now advanced to ■ 
Coffy Gunge, within an hundred miles of Dhely. Upon his en- ' 
tering the camp, he received the two lacks of rupees ftipulated, 
and alfo 5 feventy five thoufand during his fliort ftay in the field ; 
but fuddenly feigning fevere illnefs, he returned to the palace, and 
his further march was laid afide. Eeruch Khan, however, by his 
money, threats, and promifes, though he could not draw the em- 
peror to join in the campaign, obtained grants for the vizier of all , 
the Rohilla country, Kinnoje, and Etawa ; alfo of the provinces 
of Korah and Aleabad, of which he had already received poffef- 

K k 2 - fion 


_ a Twenty thoufand pounds, 
b One thoufand pounds. 

' Five hundred pounds, 

^ Seven thoufand five hundred pounds, , 
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fion from the Englifli ; who, as they had in fafl procured them 
for Shaw Aulum, thought thetnfelves entitled to dilpofe of them 
again, when he had refigned his claim to the Mharattas. Th& 
emperor allb, by an inftrument in his own hand writing, coniU-. 
tuted Shujah ad Dowlah iole arbiter and diredtor of all the royal 
interefts and concerns without exception, even to the remidion of 
the tribute of Bengal. For thefe conceffions, important as they 
were, Shaw Aulum received only about ‘ three lacks and a half 
of rupees, and a promife from the vizier upon oath, of half the 
territory of the Rohillas, or an equivalent in the '' Doaub, more 
adjacent to the capital j but this condition was never performed, 
though fo folemnly made. 

Eeruch Khan alfo prevailed on the emperor to give Zabtah 
Khan the firm of the revenues of Mheerut, then in pofleffion of 
the Mharattas, who were now expelled from it and all the weftern 
provinces, except a fmall territory in Ajmere. The vizier obtained 
this favour in order to fecure Zabtah Khan in his intereft, againft 
his own contrymen the Rohillas. 

During this negotiation, Nujeef Khan arrived at Dhely from 
his vifit to Shujah ad Dowlah, and was at firll received with great 
coolnefs, not undefervedly,' for he had negledled the performance 
of his engagements to refign to the emperor half the conquefts 
from the Jauts, and had refufed to admit a royal officer into the 
command of the citadel of Agra, which he had promifed to do 
when joined by the emperor’s battahons j but as Shaw Aulum 
could not punlffi his difrefpea:, he was feemingly reconciled to 
him, on Nujeef Khan’s making new proteftations of loyalty. The 
imperial troops, however, were no longer allowe'd to aft under 
his orders. 

Towards 

» Thirty five thoufand pounds. 

* Country^ between the rivers Ganges and Jumna, 
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, Towards the end of April -1774. 

^ , . . p. . ^ j ■nr,\x7kK • who with his allies the jingiiin, 

DhelytojornShujahad Dowlah. wn ^ e^ent. in which 

-had defeated “ wfbein-^ kilkdf the others fled for 

Hafiz Rhamut. the e^fy prey to the vizier; 

refuge to the hdls, leaving t etf . except the difixifts of 

who- took pofleffion of Jpyzoollah Khan, 

Rampore, which won his futoiffion to the 

at the mediation of the Engldh, P , but being 

Vizier. Zabtah Khan alfo joined Shujah ad DowUh, Ji g 

g,„,y b » .h. rojd .^toy „k. 

country, Shaw Aulum, in his ^ t ’and other diftrifts with- 
expelled his colleftors from Mheerut and other 

out ^ oppofition, 

y CC ' f^nno-h far frotti brilliant, yet, by 
The emperors affiurs, Aough f afliimed a 

the addition of territory taken trom Powlah, it is 

comfortable afpeiR; and ha e J“ further acquifition; but 
probable he would have o twne mjnifter Abdulahud Khan, 

he was diverted from it by the a g fuperior 

who feared his own influence would be lo^ 

confequence, of the “°fi -rtoAhe felf-intereft of a 

Shaw Aulum fuflfered by facrificing to the 

favourite. 

Nujeef Khan, after performing Aeinfomed by fome 

m the Rohilla A plSh who heartily forwarded 

trOops lent him by Shujah ad ’ ~pnded him to remove 

his advancement, and, it is faid, recom ^ fufpeaing the 

Abdulahud Khan from the emperor. The 

defign againft him, Nujeef Khan flnding Shaw 

from the, citadel., t of the favourite, and iiis 

Aulum much averfe to the rem becoming urgent, he 

march from Dhely 6n his own affairs becoming 



A'URUNG2EBE’s successors. 

aflented to his remaining in office, and a feeming reconcilia- 
tion took place. 

Not long after this, Shaw Aulum received an offer from 
Caufim Alee Khan, the fugitive navob of Bengal, who had 
come from Jeypore to the neighbourhood of Dhely, of feven 
lacks of rupees for the office held by Abdulahud Khan ; but 
that minifter, having intelligence of Jhis fchemes, procured an 
order to force him from the royal domains. It is fufpefted, 
that the emperor would have accepted the propofal, could he 
have done it without danger; but it is certain, that he ftrongly 
denied having liftcned to it, and laid the blame upon fbme of 
his fervants, who were immediately difmiffed, at the requeft of 
Abdulahud Khan. Caufim Alee died (hortly after, at an obfcure 
village near Dhely, unpitied even by his own family, for not even 
misfortune could Ibften the cruelty of his mind. He had been 
accompanied in his flight by feveral faithful dependants; but 
they were almoft all in the end obliged to abandon him, his 
caufelels jealoufy of their fincerity expofing them to conftant 
perfonal danger. Upon his efcape from Shujah ad Dowlah' at 
the battle of Buxar, he firft retired into the Rohilla country, 
where he found a comfortable afylum 5 but his intrigues ren- 
dering him difagreeable to the chief under whole proteflion he 
refided, he was obliged to leave it, and took Ihelter with the 
rana of Ghoed. After fome years refidence in his country, he 
proceeded to ‘ Jodepore, and from thence came to try his for- 
tune in the fervice of the emperor, in which he met with the dif- 
appointment related. Caufim Alee Khan certainly poffeffed abilities. 
He would have been a fetviceable minifler to a prince within 
the line of finance; but for a fovereign ftation he was unfit 
being cruel, meanly"' fufpicious, and pufiUanimous. In his prof- 
perity, he forgot the friends who had given it .him ; and in his 
adverfe fortune, he illufed thofe who ffiared it with him. The 

Enghih, 


* Capital of the Marwar Rajalhip. 
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'Englifli, deceived by his elegance of manners, which he poffefled 
in a very eminent degree, and convinced of his ikill in the 
finances of Bengal, (which province and its dependancies had 
fallen to their difpofal, by the chance of war and inability of 
Meer Jaffier,) chofe him' for his fuccefibr ; and from that in- 
fiant he became their enemy, and impatient to cut off the • 
hands which had exalted him. His Jealoufy of the Englifii was 
not that of a great mindj which cannot bear an equal, but of 
ajow cunning, feeling itfelf incapable of returning confidence 
for confidence, and therefore defirous of burying obligation in 
the defirudtion of his patrons. Had this not been the cafe, he 
would have relied on the promifes of Mr. Vanfittart, whofe 
nobility of fentiment and liberality of -heart were fully known 
to him, for the arrangement of connection between him and 
the Englifii; but the wickednefs of his own mind made him 
I fufpeCt others, and he fell defervedly from his high ftation.* 

About this time, Sumroo, the bloody agent of Caufim Alee’s 
cruelty at Patna, having left the fervice of the Jauts, came to 
Dhely, and was entertained by. the minifter 5 . but at the ex- ' 
piration of four months, Abdulahud Khan, fearful of -exciting 
the refentment of the Englifii, difcharged him, and he was im- 
mediately retained by Nujeef Khan, though he had remon- 
firated to the emperor on the impropriety of his accepting his 
fer vices. 

It may not be improper in this place to mention fome 
particulars of Sumroo. His real name was Walter Reinehard, 
and he was* of obfcure parentage in .the Electorate of Treves. 

He entered early as a common foldier into the fervice of the 
French, taking for his Nom de Guerre, Summer, which his com- 
rades, from his fatiirnine * complexion, turned into Sombre, and 
the Indians, by corruption, Sumroo. At ’ length he repaired to 

Bengal, 
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Bengal, and enlifted into one of the Swifs companies .then em- 
ployed at Calcutta ; but at the end of eighteen days deferted 
to the French at Chandernagore, where he became a feijeant. 
Deferring this poll, he fled into the upper provinces, and was 
for fome time a private trooper in the cavalry of Sulfder Jung, 
father to Shujah ad Dowlah. This fervice he quitted, and led 
a vagabond life in different provinces j but in 1760 was with 
the rebel fojedaur of Purnea. Upon his bein^ expelled from 
Bengal, Sumroo left him, and entered into the fervice of Gregoty, 
an Armenian, then in high favour with Caufim Alee, and diC- 
■ tinguiftied by the title of Goorgeen Khan. From him he had 
the command of a battalion of fcpoys, and afterwards obtain- 
ed from the navob the addition of another. In this llatio'n he 
maflacred the EngUih captives at Patna. Some time previous 
to the battle of Buxar, he treacheroufly deferted Caufim Alec 
with his corps, and embraced the fervice of Shujah ad Dowlah, 
.who had gained him over by bribes. Upon his defeat at Buxar, 
he was entrufted with the protedlion of the Begums, and re- 
mained with the vizier till he had made peace with the Englilh; 
when, fearful of being delivered up to them, he retired to Agra, 
and entered into the pay of the Jaut raja, Jowahir Sing ; but 
quitted him for the fervice of the raja of Jeypore, who foon 
difmifled him on a remonftrance from the Englilh .general. 
He then again ferved the Jauts; quitted them once more, and 
came to Dhelyj from whence, as related, he followed the for- 
tunes of Nujeef Khan, in whofe fervice he died. Such are the 
outlines of the fortune of this ‘man, who had fome merit as a 
. foldier, but wholly obfeured by a treacherous and blood-thirfty 
dilpofition. His 'corps was continued after his death, in the 
name of his fon and a favourite concubine, who^ received for 
their maintenance the fum of *lixty five thoufand rupees per 
month. 


* Six thoufand five hiindred pounds. 


Towards, 
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Towards the latter' end of the year 1774, Zabtah Khan, at 
the recommendation of Sliujah ad Dowlah, who had deprived 
him of his territories caffc of the Ganges, notwithftanding his 
profcfiions of fricndfliip before the defeat of the Rohillas, was, 
to make fome amends for the difappointment, called to Dhely, 
and reAored to his fami of Mheeriit and other did:ri<fls, on 
condition of paying a revenue of nine lacks of rupees to the 
royal treafury. 

In the month of January 1771^, died the vizier Shujah ad 
Dowlali, in the midfl of his vidorics and highefl; profperity. 
He had planned the extenfion of his dominions over all die 
territory ufurped by the Mharattas in the provinces of Malwa, 
Agra, and Bondclcund; and, had he lived a few years longer, 
there is little doubt, but that with the affidance of the Engliflr, 
he would have confined die Poonah government to their pof- 
feflions fouth of the Nerbudda river ; which would have , been' a 
blefiing to the difiradled empire of the Mahummedans in Hin- 
dooftan. In the early part of his life he was„ vain, and. adi» 
di<fted to plcafure, for which he too miich negledfeed public 
bufinefs ; but on the recovery of his dominions ' after the battle 
of Buxar, he fiiewed that adverfity had been to him a fervice* 
able tutorefs, by bringing forth the better qualities of his mind 
into action. As a prince, he was wife, and ' dignified iri hha- 
radterj as a private man, alFable, humane and. generous. In a 
fituation, where the attainment of a Iplendid object too gene- 
rally palliates the means of, purfuit, however treacherous, and in 
a country where aris, common to all, are unhappily necefiary 
for felf-defence, his policy was lefs ' marked with blood than 
that of moft princes who are efteemed .in Hindboftan as de- 
ferving general applaufe. By his own fubjedts he was lincerely 
beloved; ,and even the fons of Hafiz Rhamut, whofe country he 
had feized, wept, at his death. Had he been placed among a 
VoL. II. LI virtuous. 
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virtuous people, he might have been a virtuous prince ; ' and 
among thofe he waS' obliged to govern and contend tvith, he 
,was eminently fuperior in every good quality.* 

Shujah ad Dowlah was fucceeded in territory by his eldeft 
fon, Afoph ad Dowlah ; and upon his prefenting a pelhcufh, 
or offering, and fending a general with five thoufand men and 
fome' artillery to attend the emperor, was invefted alfo with 
the office of vizier. 

.1 , > 

_iThe troops fent by Afoph ad Dowlah reached Dhely at a 
time,’ important even to the perfonal fafety of Shaw Aulum, 
the royal army having been juft defeated by Zabtah Khan, who 
had refufed paying the revenues of the diftridls of which he 
had the colleftion, and taken up arms to fupport his difobe- 
dience. The arrival of the vizier’s troops alone prevented him 
frorn becoming mafter of Dhely and the fate of his fovereign, 
Zabtah Khan, however, by the mediation of Luttafut, Afoph ad 
Dowlah’s general, who was bribed largely on the qccafion, 
was again pardoned, his arrears renutted, and re-appointed to 
the trufts he had betrayed, Shaw Aulum having not relblution 
or power to refufe his affent. 

' This year the emperor, affifted by Nujeef Khan, who had 
completed lus conquefts over the Jauts, marched once more 
againft Zabtah ^an, who had again rebelled. The greateft part 
of his country was taken, but little advantage accrued to Shaw 
Aulum, moft of the recovered diftridls being given by the general 
as fecurities for pay to the chiefs of different corps. The em- 
peror kept the field from April to December} when, weary of 
being led as a pageant by Nujeef Khan, who only ufed his 

authority 

f 

• An account of Shujah ad Dowlah's warfare with the Engliih is given in 
the hiftory of Bengal, in this volume* ^ 
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autliority to aggrandize himfclf, he returned in difguft to Dhely, 
and Niijeef Khan repaired to Agra, of which province he was 
now niafler, and kept up only a nominal allegiance to his 
fovereign. 

No remarkable event occurred in the emperor’s concerns till A. D. 1778', 
the conclufion of the rains tliis year; when fome propofals 
being made by a Raajcpootc cliief, tlien at war with Nujeef 
KJian, the niinifter, * Mujd ad Dowlah, thinking them favour- 
able to his views of humbling the latter, perfuaded Shaw Aulum 
to take tlic field, under a pretence of a pilgrimage to ‘"Ajmere, 
to cover the real objcd: of tlie expedition from Nujeef Khan. 

The emperor, accordingly, moved by flow marches to Narnoul, 
about fifty cofs from Dhely, which he reached near the clofe 
of the year. By this time, the raja, to aflifl: whom tlie cam- 
paign was made, being taken prifoner, Mujd ad Dowlah chang- 
ing his objedt, employed tlie royal force to fliare the advan- 
tages of his deftrudion with Nujeef Khan. Several diffrids 
were feized, and the minifter now thought ferioufly of leading 
his maftcr to Ajmere, and exading a tribute from the raja of 

Jeypore in the route. Nujeef Khan was fummoned to attend 

the royal flandard, though, probably, his prefence was not de- 
fired by Mujd ad Dowlah. In January 1779, the royal army * 
arrived near Jeypore, and the minor raja, lately acceded to the 

mufnud by the deatli of his uncle, was fummoned to attend 

the emperor. The regent was embarafled how to ad; not 
chufing to truft tlie royal minifter, who had taken many of the 
Raajepoote chiefs, his enemies, into pay; nor did he wilh to 
exafperate the emperor by diirefped. In this dilemma, he fought 
the patronage of Nujeef Khan, who willingly gave it him, being 

L 1 2 ■ ; . defirous 

* -Abduiahud Khan, who had received this title, fignifying, Ex alter of the 
fiate. ■ 

^ At this city is the tomb of a celebrated Mahammedart faint. 
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defirous of depriving Mujd ad' Dowkh of the credit and ad-' 
Vantage of an influence in Jeypore, on which he had views 
of his own. The jninifter 'was amnfed, by promifes from the 
regent of coming to an interview, till Nujeef Khan joined the 
royal camp, when the raja declared his wifhes of having him 
only for his mediator with the emperor. Mujd ad Dowlah 
dared not refufe, as Nujeef Khan was.fuperior in force; and 
Shaw Aulum confented from the fame caufe. Eight lacks of 
rupees were fettled for the offering, of which two only were 
paid to the royal treafury ; but Nujeef Khan obtained a much 
larger fum, belides the advantage which the credit of his fu- 
penority over Mujd ad Dowlah gave him in the eyes of the 
Raajepootes. Nor was this all; the diftridls taken by the royal 
army being rehgned to him and- his friends, for which he gave 
up a trad near Dhely, lels- convenient and beneficial to his’ 
government. At his requeft, the 'pilgrimage was laid afide, and 
the emperor returned to his capital after a tirelbme campaign; 
which had only ferved to bring frefh infults on his anthoriQ^, 
from the weaknefs of Mujd ad Dowlah and the ingratitude of 
Nujeef Khan. 

The royal army had fcarce returned to Dhely, when the 
■ roinifter again refolved to take the field, and prevailed on the 
emperor to fend with him his fecond fon, the prmce “ Ferkhundeh' 
Akhter. Great preparations were raadej which took up feveral 
months, and excited the attention of the public. Various were 
the reports of his intentions. At one time, it was fuppofed he 
had entered into negotiations of alliance with the Mharattas, 
Tivho had defeated the Englifh army from Bombay, and threat- 
ened to attack them in Oude and Bengal. At another, it was 
rumoured that the royal army -was to be joined by> the Siks, 
and to fall on Nujeef Khan for his neglea of the emperor. At 

* ' «. ‘ length* 

* Of auljpidous flars. 
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length, in the montli of June 1779, Majd ad Dowlah with his, 
royal pupil moved from Dhcly, and advanced to , Panniput, with 
fix battalions of fepoys armed in the European manner, a con- 
jfiderablc train of artillery, fix thoiifand horfe, eight thoufand. 
irregular infantr)^, and feme bands of mercenary Siks ^ fo ' that,- 
in point of numbers, his army was formidable, and, with con- 
dudl on his pare, equal to the conquefts of the petty chiefs in, 
his route, whom he might chufc to attack. On his march he 
feized a zemindar, named Diiiflbo Sing, from whom he exaded 
about two lacks of rupees, and then proceeded towards Puttiala,. 
tiic refidcnce of Amcr Sing, ninety cofs north-well of Dhely,. 
who had ufurped a conhdcrablc territory. He was command- 
ed to join the royal army, and pay a compenfation for. the 
revenue of the country ; which at iirll- he promifed, and a nego^ 
tiation was begun to fettle tJie iiim ; but the wily zemindar was 
infinccre, and only wanted to gain time, till he iliould be affifl- 
, ed by the Siks from the province of Laliore, who had pro- 
mifed to proted: him, as his redudion would have expofed them 
to invafion from the royal army. After fome days, Amer 
Sing, joined by many of his allies, threw off the mafk, and 
the Siks in the fervice of tlie minifter deferted to him, not 
chufing to fight againft their brethren. Mujd ad Dowlah, in- 
dead of ading with refolution, would not try the event of per- 
fiftance in his demands, but began his retreat towards Panniput 5. 
to which place he was followed by Amer Sing and the Siks,. 
who haralTed his line of march daily, and ' plundered his bag-- 
gage, but could make no imprefiion on the main body of his 
army; a proof that had he aded vigoroufly, a different fate 
would have attended his expedition, . . - 

-The emperor, alarmed at tlie retreat of his mihifleiV and 
dreading the event of tlie army coming to Dhely and demand- 
ing their arrears of pay^ wrote preflingly to 'Nujeef -Khan, im- 
ploring 
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ploring his affillance, and defiring him to take the adminiftra- 
tion of affairs upon himfelf. Nujeef Khan, who had long wilhed 
for fuch an opportunity of ruining the mmifter, and had, it is 
faid, privately negotiated with the Siks and Amer Sing,, haften- 
ed to Dhely with his army. Mujd ad Dowlah, upon his ar- 
rival at the capital, was difgraced and committed to the cuftody 
of his rival, who confifcated the greateft part of his_effedls, a 
lhare of which he gave up to the emperor. 

From this period till the death of Nujeef Khan, Shaw Aulum 
remained under his controul, a|penfioner on his bounty, with- 
out the leaft power of royalty beyond the granting of empty 
titles, and the ratification of the a&s of his minifter j who fo 
abufed his authority, that the wretched emperor frequently wanted 
for conveniences, and the women of the haram, and numerous 
confined perfonages of the blood-royal, often the common ne- 
cefiaries of life. 

Nujeef Khan was now at the height of his power and am- 
bition, pofleffing the foie authority at Dhely, with the greateft 
part of that province, and the very extenfive one of Agra, 
together with that capital. The raja of Jeypore, and feveral 
other Hindoo princes alfo were his tributaries. Next to the 
vizier, he was the firft officer of the empire, being appointed 
ameer al amra, with the title of “Zoolfeccar ad Dowlah. After 
his arrival at Dhely, he loft the energy of 'his former cbaraifter, 
and indulged in voluptuoufnefs fo much, that it injured his con- 
ftitutionj which he ftrove to repair lor the gratification of ap- 
petite, by ftimulating confeftions. Thefe foon brought on a 
complication of diforders, which put an end to his life on the 
twenty fecond of April, lySz, in the forty ninth year ^of his 
age. 


• Sword of the'fiatc. • 


Nujeef 
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Nujeef Khan was born in Perlia, 'of a family faid to be 
related to the SufFewee ibvereigns of that empire; and in his 
infancy was, 'with many of his relations, a prifoner to 'the ufurper 
Nadir Shaw, who kept all the. perfonages, any way allied to 
the tlirone, in confinement for his own fecurity. At the re-* 
- quefi: of Meerza Mhofun, the brother of SufFder Jung, who was 
fent on an embafiy to Nadir by Mahummud Shaw, after his 
invafion of Hindooftan, Nujeef Khan and a fifter much older, 
than himfelf were releafed. The lady married her deliverer, 
and Nujeef Khan accompanied her and her hulband to Dhely. 
He was treated with parental affedion by Meerza Mhofun, and 
at his’ death attached himfelf to Mahummud Koollee Khan, his 
fon, the governor of Aleabad, who was fhortly after feized and 
put to death by his firft coufin, - Shujah .ad Dowlah, he being' 
jealous of his ambitious views in afiifting Shaw Aulum in the 
invafion of Bengal, and regarding Aleabad as his right, it hav- 
ing been given only in deputation by his father, the vizier Suffder 
Jung, to Mahummud Koollee Khan, who had refufed to fur- 
render it to the fon. Nujeef Khan, upon this event, retired 
with a few followers into Bengal, and offered his fervices to the 
navob Meer Caufim, then at war with the Englifli, who gave 
him great encouragement. When Meer Caufim took refuge with 
Shujah ad Dowlah, Nujeef Khan, not chufing to truft himfelf' 
in the power of the latter, repaired to Bondelcund, and ferved • 
Gomaun Sing; one of the chiefs of that country. Upon the 
flight of Shujah ad Dowlah, after the battle of Buxar, he of- 
fered his fervices to the Englifli, reprefenting himfelf as the right- 
ful lord of the province of Aleabad, was received with reipeift- 
ful welcome, and even put into pofieflion of a part of it; but 
wt^n peace was concluded with the vizier, the Englifli, flifcov- . 
ering the faliehood of his claim, let it afide, and rewarded his 
attachment with a penfion of two lacks of rupees and ftrong 
recommendations to the emperor. The recompenie was greater 

‘ than' 
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than, his merits with the Englifli, as he had kept up acorref- 
pondence with Shiijah ad Dowlah, whom he would have joined, 
had he been fuccefsful in the battle of Korah. From Aleabad 
he accompanied Shaw Aulum to t)hely, where ’the various turns 
of his fortune have been already related in the preceding pages. 

Nujecf Khan pofleffed great perfonal courage, and a forti- 
tude and prefence of mind not to be overcome by the greateft 
diftrefs, or the moft fudden misfortune. His affability of man- 
ners was fuch, as to charm even hunger to be patient in his 
fervice, and overcome the mutinous relolutions _of his troops, 
often driven to extreme neceffity for want of regular pay. He 
was once, after the redudtion of a capital fortrels from the 
Jauts, (from which his army had hoped to receive the advan- 
tage of a liquidation of their long arrears) feized upon by the 
troops, menaced with death, and expofed bare-headed for a 
whole day to the fun, in the hotteft feafon of Hindooftan; a 
moft ievere punilhment. But this, and the apprehenfionS of 
immediate death, did not move the calmnefs of his mind. He 
foothed the moft morofe of the mutineers with his eloquence, 
and diverted them from their purpofe by his humourous re- 
marks upon his own fituation and their conduft; till, at length, 
they were contented with a part of their demands, and con- 
tinued to ferve him in hopes of better times. It is faid, that 
no ’perfon ever went away diflatisfied from Nujeef Khan, who, 
if he could not grant a requeft, would convince the petitioner of 
his forrow at his being obliged to refufe it. His expenfes always 
exceeded his income, and this obliged him to mortgao-e his 
revenues -in affignment to the officers of his' army for pay; fo 
ffiat his country was never completely fettled under his own 
controul, but always .paffing from. one chief to another, who 
made his own ftatement with the fermers. As he never refufed 
offers of fervice from any military adventurers, this evil con- 
tinually ' 
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tintially encreafed, and lie did not live' long enough, after his 
'conquefls to corred: the abufe by a fettled form of government, 
and a reduction of force adequate to his finances. It is pro- 
bable, had Nujeef Khan been placed at the head of an eftab- 
liflied ' government, he would have been an amiable and great 
prince 5 and in the . fituation he filled, his charadler draws ad- 
miration,'' when his difadvantages ‘ are liberally ^ confidered. 

Upon the death of Nujeef IClian, the illconftruded fabric of 
his government foon fell to pieces from the difientions of his 
adherents; while Shaw Aulum, as ufual, fandified from necef- 
fity the adions of the fuccefsful party. Affrafiaub Khan, an 
adopted fon of the deceafed, was firfi; appointed ameer al amra; 
and, at his requefl, Mujd ad Dowlah releafed from confinement; 
but his power did not lafi: long. Nujeef Khan’s filler, who had 
great influence with the army, being difgufled at his behaviour, ^ 
invited Meerza ShufFee Khan, a near relation of her. own, to. 
Dhely, and offered him the infant daughter of her 'deceafed bro- 
ther in marriage; alfo, to procure for him, from the emperor' 
the adminiflration of affairs, and the honours of Nujeef Khan. 


’ Meerza Shuffee, who was then on an expedition againfl the 
Siks to the northward of the capital, readily embraced the Begum’s 
invitation, and repaired to court ; which Affrafiaub Khan deferted 
bn his ' approach, leaving Mujd ad Dowlah and Nujeef Koollee 
Khan to oppofe him. It would appear that Shaw Aulum- was 
unwilling to grant Meerza Shuffee the adminiflration of affairs, 
VoL. II. 'Mm , for 


• % ^ 

* Nujeef Khan, in palliating the, delays of> payment to his troops, was often 
obliged to make excufes not confiftent 'with truth. An officer x)ne day told 
him He haH' met fifty carriasres comin’o- 'to 'the carnp ; and What were their 


him he hafi' met fifty carriages cocrting 'to 'the camp j 
contents ? faid' Nujeef Khan. 'Lies for * your ufe in this campaign, returned the 
officer. A poor fupply, indeed, replied Nujeef Khan ; they will fcarce equal the 
difburfement of a fingle day. 

"iJ'Aifo an adopted fon of Nujeef Khan’s. 
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for he did riot admit him to the prefence till he had feized 
the two chiefs above-mentioned, when, unable to refufe "his 
demands, he appointed him ameer al amra. ■ 

i 

Meerza Shuffee having thus forced himfelf into office, treated 
Shaw Aulum* with little refpedt; and the oppreffed monarch, 
weary of the indignities daily offered him, made an attempt to 
free himfelf from his controul, and reftore Affrafiaub Khan. 
Monlieur Pawly, who commanded Sumroo’a battalions, and Lut- 
tafut, a eunuch, at the head of a confiderable body of fepoys, 
with other chiefs, were drawn over from the intereft of Meerza 
Shuffee by Mahummud Yacoob Khan, the emperor’s confidant. 
They affembled fuddenly under arms at the^ palace, where Shaw 
Aulum putting himfelf at their head,' marched towards the re- 
fidence of Meerza Shuffee, intending to feize his .perfon. The 
ameer al amra endeavoured to draw out his followers, but they 
refufed to ail, and he with difficulty made his efcape from the 
city. ■ Shaw 'Aulum, fatisfied with his expulfion, declined purfu- 
ing the fugitive ; though his eldeft fon, the prince Jehaundar 
Shaw, reprefented juftly, that unlefs his -perfon and that of the 
Begum were fecured, and their wealth feized, the royal inten- 
tions would be left uncompleted, as Meerza Shuffee would be 
joined by his troops when recovered from the panic which the 
fuddennefs of this attempt had infpired. To account for the 
inaition of the emperor at this crifis, is impoffible. It can only 
'be fuppofed, , that he dreaded treachery from the .chiefs who 
had advifod him to expel the miniffer. 


Meerza Shuffee, as had been foretold by the prince, -was 
rejoined -by moft'of the troops, "a'nd ' affifted " by Mahummud 
Beg Hammadaunee, a powelful 'cliief of the late Nujeef'Khan, 
returned towards Dhely, refolved to force the emperor to, reftore 
him to office. ' > • ' - ' n" , ' ■ . . . , 


’ ' Monlieur 
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' Monfieur Pawly and Luttafut, upon intelligence of this junc- 
tion, prevailed upon Shaw Auluni to encamp at Khizzerabad, a 
fliort diftance fi-om Dhely, intending to make a Hand againft 
the enemy ; but Meerza Shutfee offering to make conceffions 
to his majeftj'. a negotiation commenced, and, Pawly and Lut- 
tafut were invited to a meeting with, the rebels, m orfer to 
fettle the terms of tlieir fubmiflion to the emperor, but m fait 

of his to tliem. 

The prince Jehaundar Shaw now again cautioned his father 
againft making terms with the rebels; but in vam. In his nar- 
rative, given by himfelf to Mr. Haftings. he fays; I from 
loyalty obferved, that in fuch quarrels there was no room 
for peace ; that the _force witli his majefty was more tlian 

equal to crufli tliem.*’ 

Pawly and Luttafut declined following the ^^viqe of the 
prince, Lcepted the invitation of Meerza Shu&e . Khan, and, 
upon entering his camp, were taken prifoners. The former was 

pL to death^ and J lat.r P— f 
Meerza Shuffee now exaded what deman ^ k-_ * 

Shaw Aulum, who re-appointed him ^eans to 

recommendation, Mujd ad Dowlah, who had fomd “f ‘ 
make his peace, was once more reftored to his office of dewan 

of the khalfeh. 

Soon after this commotion, Meerza Shuffee, leaving Mu^ 
ad Dowlah to aft for him with the «®peror, marched f, 
Dhely to reflore order in the province of Agra, and too , 

Meerza Soleymaun Shekoh, one of the Ptinces, ^ add^^" f 
to his operations. Shaw Aulum ^a^ “ P 

the lands allotted for the fupport of his houfehol y ■ 

' Mm2. ■ - J 

■ * Direaor of the revenue fet apart for the fupport of the houfehold. 
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Nujeef Khanj fo that, confidering''the part he had takea againft 
his.minifter, that chief did not ad ungeneroufly towards him.^ 
Affrafiaub Khan, who had marched to take advantage of the de- 
figns in his fa.our, politically kept at a diftance, till convinced 
of' the fuperiority of Meerza Shutieej when he joined Kim, and 
was left unmolefted in pdfleflion of the diftriifts allotted him 
under the late Nujeef Khan. 

Meerza Shuffee was not a man calculated to retrieve the dif- 
order which had occurred in affairs fince the death of his pre- 
deceffor. He was deftitute of that addrefs and affability of 
manner, by which Nujeef Khan had attached to himfelf the' 
officers of his army, each of whom confidered himfelf as in- 
dependant. Mahummud Beg Khan Hamraadaunee in particular, 
who had fo greatly affifted in ellablifhing him in power, was' 
difgufted at the fuperiority he affumed over him, and with his 
refiifal of fome additional diftrifts which he demanded. The 
Begum alfo, After of Nujeef Khan, was difpleafed with him 
for not allowing her that influence in government which fhe 
had enjoyed in the lifetime of her brother. The fliort period 
of his adminiftration paffed in conftant quarrels with his officers j 
and at length Mahummud Beg, who regarded not by what 
means he forwarded his viewsi relblved to remove him by trea- 
chery. For this purpofe, he pretended a wilh to recopcde 
their differences, by an amicable adjuftment, and requefteU an 
interview, to which Meerza Shuffee Khan affented. They met 
before the fbrtrefs of Deeg, on the thirtieth of September, lydg, 
each attended by an army, and Meerza Shuffee was ftabbed by 
Ifmaeel Beg, the brother of Mahunlmud. while he, was embra- 
cing him. An engagement between the two armies .folloned, 
and Mahummud Beg was driven from the field with fome Jols. 
Affrafiaub Khan was declared fucceflbr to the murdered navob 
by the after. Begum and the army, and was Ihortly after con- 

. firmed 
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firmed by the emperor in the office of ameer al amra and the 
government of tlic provinces of Dhcly and Agra. Mahummud 
Beg, however, refufed to acknowledge ‘his authority, levied troops 
to oppofc him, and committed depredations in feveral diftrids. 
Affiafiaub, finding himfclf unequal to fupport his power alone, 
endeavoured to procure the affiMance of Jiis neigiibours, the navob 
vizier and the Engliih, or the Mharattas. Jn this unfettled Jdatc 
of affiairs, the prince Jehaundar Shaw, in April 1784, made his 
cfcapc from Dhcly, and repaired to Luenow', wlierc Mr, Haft- 
ings had arrived to regulate the concerns between the vizier 
and the company. His highneis’s objed was, to procure a force 
to free his father the emperor from the controul in which he 
was kept by Affrafiaub, Khan, and to oblige him to allot a por- 
tion of the revenues for die fupport of the royal dignity. He 
declared, that hi.s cfcapc was with the private concurrence of 
his father, and mod probably with truth, though publickly Shaw 
Auluni demanded his being fent back a prifoner to Dhely, 
obliged to it through fear of his m’inider. Mr. Haftings was 
too generous to obey commands, which, if complied with, would 
have facrificed an unfortunate prince to life imprifoninent, if 
not affiaftination. Though rdlridcd by his employers from 
taking an adivc part in the royal affairs, he hoped, by pro-, 
teding the pnnee, to pcrftiade Affrafiaub to fliew proper refped 
to the imperial family ; and his plan in fome meafure lucceeded. 
The ameer al amra fent major Brown, the Englifh reiident at 
Dhcly, to Luenow, with offers to comply with any terms ,the 
navob vizier and Mr. Haftings fliould ftipulatc for the advan- 
tage of the emperor j and agreed to act under the prince as ' 
minifter, provided they would fupport him with fome ti'oops 
againft Mahummud Beg and other refradory chiefs ; reprefent- 
ing, that if they could not grant that condition, he muft feek 
an alliance with Sindia, the Mliaratta. chief, who v/as ready to 
enter the country. Mr. Haftings was , unable to furnifh troops, 

the , 
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the council of Bengal refufing to take any'aftive part beyond 
the frontiers of the vizier; and Affrafiaub, cbnfequently, made 
his alliance with Sindia. ■ ’ v 

Previous to the return of major Brown from Luenow, 
Affrafiaub, jealous of Mujd ad Dowlah, whom he had left to 
manage the affairs of the royal houfehold", confined that minif- 
ter, and prevailed upon Shaw Aulum to march to Agra, by 
promifes of giving up that city with the fortrefs to his difpofal. 
The emperor, flattered by the hopes of acquiring more power, 
or intimidated by the confinement of his old advifcr, Mujd ad 
Dowlah, left Dhely, and arrived at Agra in Odtober 1784; 
when the golden keys of the citadel were prefented to him by, 
Aflfafiaub, and he had the fatisfadlion of being calbd King of 
the World, in the palace of his anceftor, the renowned Akber; 
but it was garrifoned by the troops of the minifter. Mr. Haft- 
ings had by this time departed from Luenow, and was ac- 
companied by the prince to Banatas, which he chofe for his 
refidence, not thinking it fafe .to truft his perfon with Affrafiaub 
or Sindia ; a recommendation to whom of- his interefts, vvas 
now the only fervice that the Englifh could afford him be- 
yond their own territories. He had an allowance of * five lacks 
of rupees per annum from the navob vizier, and wifely refolved 
to wait for better times. Shaw Aulum remained in the hands 
of his minifter. 

On the twenty fecond of OQober 1784, Affrafiaub had an 
interview with his new ally Mahajee Sindia; when it was agreed, 
that they . Ihould jointly attack Mahummud Beg Hammadaunec; 
but their plans were, fruftrated by an unfortunate event. lOn 
Tuefday, the fecond of November, Affrafiaub' Khan was affafiin- 
. . ated 

* Fifty thoufand pounds. This allowance was given at the eameft requell 
of Mr. Haftings. ’ 
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aled by .a foWicr, faid to be employed by Zien-al-aub-ad-DIen 
‘the brother of the late MeerM Shuffee Khan, and Mahummud 
Bee Hammadaiince, who dreaded the power which Smdm s • al- 
liance would give to the objeft of their hatred. This event 
occafioned a new revolution i.i affiiir-s by transferring the audio- 
rity of die Moguls to the Mharattas. 

Sindia, by prefents of fomc money, obedience, 

and a regular allowance for the royal houfehold prevailed on 
ana a regiii.u ^ bellow upon the 

Shaw Allium to come to his camp, Hirefl-nr of 

“pcniwa the onicc of vaquecl mtittulluk, or foie direftor 

tiK empire, with the deputation of this employment to hnnfeK. 

Under dds grant, he claimed the command of the army .0 Ae 

unfortunate Affrafiaub, and Mha“rLas, and 

of a, fuccelTor, he eafily effeacd h.s Jcl.^ns. 

ficers of corps ^ emperor; and Mahummud Beg alfo ' 

to obey the order chuiah Dil Khan, the father in 

acknowledged Ins authority. > ^ 

l.„ of Afiofob, "”^“'0? . prito «>' 

fiege, for a jaghirc, . „^,„ed lUiadim Houf- 

of the dcccafed, his grandlon, .^rj^tted to return to Dhely. , 

foio Kl.~. si.« Aolom w.. »ow P ™'“' “ ' SWi. fir 

Sla, .bootod ,.p» P» »»;, wi.h bib,, 

his fupport; but a body of Mharatt 

he ^^"00/™ tom“^Sr in the hands of Sindia. 

^ Shaw Auliim did ^ fSI’, bTh^ “^P- 

^ 4 ^ile°of^S: 4 tr,^ - refidenee of the Begum 

. Chief minifter of the Mharatta ftate. 
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of Affrafiaub Khan. Jehaungeer Khan, th6 governor, after Tome 
time, fubmitted. By the fall of Aleeghur, the authority of 
Sindia was eftablilhed in all the territories which had belonged 
to the late ameer al amra, Nujcef Khan. He now demanded 
tribute from feveral rajas, and among them from the, raja of 
Jeypore, towards whofe country he marched with the emperor. 
Negotiation and threatenings employed feveral months, till the 
approach of the rainy feafon of 1780, ^when Shaw Aulum re- 
turned to Dhely, and Sindia with his army cantoned at Muttra. 
The acquifitions qf the Mharattas, by their interference with 
the Moguls, were however more Ijjlendid than ufeful ; the pro- 
vinces of Dhely and Agra being exhaulled of revenue by the 
opprcffions of the late contending chiefs j, fo that Sindia began 
to find himfelf in a troublefome fituation. Long arrears were 
due to the troops, and his refources were unequal to his dif- 
burfements. 

Towards the latter end of the year 1787, a confiderable 
body of Mharattas, under Royjee Pateel, who had been fent to 
colledt a tribute from the raja of Jeypore, being defeated, Sin- 
dia marched with his whole army into that countiy, and ad- 
vanced within a ftiort diftance of the capital. The raja, being 
affifted by the chief of Jodepore and other allies, diftrefled his. 
enemy by cutting off his fupphes; fo that both Mharattas and 
Moguls became difcontented, and Mahummud Beg Hamraadaunee 
with his followers deferted to the raja. In this conjundlure, 
Sindia refolved to make a pu(h, left the defeaion fliould be- 
come general. A fevere aiftion took place, and Mahummud 
Beg was llain; but the valour and conduft of his brother If- 
maeel Beg reftored the courage of the troops, which had given 
way from the lofs of their chief and vidtory declared for the 
Raajepootes. Three days after this event, Sindia was deferted by, 
the difciplined battalions of fepoys, who went over to Ifmaeel 

Beg. 
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Beo: This misfortune was followed by repeated defeats, which 

obliged him to retreat with precipitation acrofs the Chumbu , 
to the neirirbourhood of Gualior. and quit for the prefent all 
offenfive operations; leaving garrifons m the citadel °f 
Strefs of Aleegbur, in hopes of their holding out till he could 
Stain reinforcenfents from Dckkan. Deeg and fome other pla«s 
he eavc up to the Jaut raja, Runjeet Sing, to whom they origin- 
ally^belonSd. that he might keep up an rntereft among the , 

natives of the country. 

The evacuation of . the provinces of Dhely and Agra by Ae 
Mharatta army, occafioned a fad change --t ^ ^ 

sh.w A.h»,, .1.0 .a- 

from Dhelv at the invitation or me raja u j 
vanced within three days’ journey of the capital to pay is 
refoeas • but whether he was unwilling to “gage in the_ a - 
• A rinn of the royal concerns, intimidated by fears of the 

r.f» ".0 “"'f “ ‘'1*'/? 

return or m ^ he in a fhort time obtained his 

fervation of his territories. Shaw Aulum 

, difmiffion, and wi hd^he^^ he 'hoped to remain fecure, and un- 
returned to Dll y. o; return with a reinforcement, or 

engaged with party, td S^dta s « 

a decided fuperior^ of , 

fituatioa, and hard P depending for fupport on 

Mharatta garrifon in ^ fe„d his name to 

Sindia, he was obbge , ^ defeating the Mharattas in 

- his enemy Ifmaeel Eeg, ^.Uprn md laid lie?e 

the field, had taken feveral places from them. lai g 

to Agra, under pretence 'of the imperial orders.. _ 

. At this crifis flatted up a new ChSaim Ludk . 

one of any to Ae unfortunate Shaw Aulum. . Ghola 

, -VoL. II.' .N" - ' , 

- . r T '^nd fucaffor to Zabtth Khan, often mentioned m the 

^ • » This chief was fon and luccenor 
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Khan, a Rohilla chief, hoping to acquire power in the diftrafled 
ftate of affairs, marched fuddenly from his refidence of Ghofe- 
ghur, and appeared before Dhely, which the Mharatta garrifon 
evacuated on his. approach, fife obliged the emperor to confer 
on him the dignity of ameer al amra; after which he moved 
to lay fiege to the fortrefs of Aleeghur, where Sindia had left 
a garrifon. 

— ^ ' » 
The prince Jehaundar Shaw, who liad relided fince the year 
J784 at Banaras, under the Englifli proteftion, was at this time 
alfo refolved to try his fortune in the troubles. He marched to 
Dhely, and was joined on his route by fome thoufands of ad- 
venturers. On his arrival -at the capital he was received with 
much favour by his father, who empowered him to diredl the 
operations of Gholaum Kaudir Khan; ;and the prince, after 
obtaining the releafe of his women and children, who had 
been confined fince his flight, repaired to the fiege of Alee^ 
ghur. He was foon difgufted with the brutal difrefpedl of the 
Rohilla, and repaired to Agra, in hopes of finding a better 
fervant in Ifmaeel Beg, but was difappointed. The money he 
had brought with him from Banaras being exhaufted, his fol- 
lowers became clamorous for pay, and the unhappy prince at 
length was obliged to divide among them his efieifts. Not 
chufing to return to Dhely, left the influence of his ^ brother 
Akber Shaw, the favourite fon of Shaw Aulum, Ihould pre- 
vail on his'Either to confine him in his unprotefted ftate, he 
threw himfelf again on the generofity of the Enghfh. They 
again received him, and he repaired once more to Banaras, but 
did not long furvive his return. About a week after' his arriv- 
al he was feized with a putrid fever, occafioned by expofing 
himfelf for fome 'hours to a burning fun in a vilit of devo- 
tion to the tomb of a celebrated Mahummedan faint at Chunar, 
and died on the thirty firft of May, 1788, after an illnefs of 

little 
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little more than twenty -four hours. He was. buried 
■ honour due to his rank^ the Englifli reriderit and principal 
people of the .city attending his /uneral. He left behind him. 
three fons, whom, , with the reft of his family, he recommend- 
ed to the care- of the Englifli, under, whom they enjoy a com- 
fortable afylum and allowance at Banaras. . . ' . 

Gholaum Kaudir Khan, on the fall of Aleeghur, march- 
ed to join Iflnaeel Beg in the flege of Agra ^ but they , icon 
difagreeing, he left him to make conqnefts for himfelf in other 
parts of die country. By diis time Siildia had received fome 
fuccours from Dekkan, and diipatched his confidential minifter, 
Rana Klian, widi die Jaut rajah, Runjeet. Sing, to raife the fiege 
of Agra, near which a bloody battle, was fought on the fixteenth 
of June, 1788, in which Ifmaeel Beg was compleatly defeated, 
with the lofs of all his cannon, baggage, and ftores. , He made 
his efcape with much difficulty, by fwimming his hoffe acrofs 
the Jumna, aiid reached the camp of Gholaum Kaudir Khan ; 
but, not finding a kind reception, in a few days he retired to 
Shekohabad, where he was refpedlfully treated, by Illummafs Alee 
Khan, a colle(ftor of the navob vizier, who prefented him with 
the fum of * twenty thoufand rupees. Being here joined by about 
fifteen hundred of his routed cavalry, and. receiving letters from 
Gholaum . Kaudir IChaii, afluring him of future friendfhip, and 
apologizing, for his late negle<ft, he repaired to ..his camp. - The 
rajas of Jeypore and Jodeppre, whofe, intereft it was to. keep 
up . an enemy to the Mharattas, now fent him a fum of money, 

. which enabled him to receive numbers of his followers, who 
returned to his ftandard. An inYitation was fent him by the 
navob. Nazir,: and the few . chiefs, with Shaw Aulum- to march , 
to Dhely, which he accepted of r but, on his arrival near the 
city, the emperor, who wifhed to avoid oftending Sindia by re- 

Two thoufand pounds. 
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ceiving his enemy, refufed to admit him, and fent him orders to 
retire. Ifrhaeel Beg pretended to obey, but did not moVe, wait- 
ing the arrival of Gholaum Kaudir IChan, who was on his march 
to the capital, with the intention of forcing Shaw Aulum to 
give up his connexion with the Mharattas. To this he was in- 
fligated by tlie navob l*fazir and other officers, who, having of- 
fended Sindia, dreaded his difpleafure, fhould the emperor fall 
again into his hands. The fupinenefs of the Mharattas after their 
defeat oflfmaeel Beg, is not to be accounted for. Inftead of 
marching immediately to Dhely, Sindia only advanced to Muttra j 
fo that the unfortunate Shaw Aulum was left expofed to the trea- 
chery of his fervants, and, in the end, to dethronement, plunder, 
and lofs of fight. . ^ 


■ Gholaum Kaudir Khan, on his arrival oppofite Dhely, re- 
quefted the emperor to admit him into the city, but was refufed; 
upon which he refolved to enter it by force; and, having brought 
over Ifmaeel Beg to his views, crolTed the Jumna in tL night, 
wth a part of his army. Raja Himmut Bahadur, and the few 
Miarattas in the place, fled immediately, and the Mogul chiefs, 
with their followers in the emperor’s fcrvice, joined Ifmaeel Beg; 
fo that the unhappy Shaw Aulum, unable to refill, was Obliged 
to open the gates of the citadel, and receive the rebels tLv 
* ere introduced by the navob Nazir, who anfwered for their 
fidelity to his niajefty, and that they would free him from the 
controul of tie Mharattas, and the difgiace of depending for a 
fupport on infidels and natural enemies to the ftithful. Gholaum 
Kaudir and Ifmaeel Beg falling at the emperor’s feet, affiired him. 
their only objea was his honour, and the expulfion of the Mha- 
rattas; which theypromifed to efiea, if one of the princes -was 
permitted to accompany them to the field. A treaty was then 
drawn up, and 'folemnly ratified by oaths in one of the mofques 
in the palace, by which it was ftipulated, that Shaw Aulum Ihould 


receive 
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receive a third part of the revenues - for. the flippoft of his,dig-«“ 
nitj. The emperor then committed his fon Soleymaun Shekkoh to 
their care, and a day was fixed for his march againfi: the Mha- 
rattas ; but this adjuftment was deceitful. ^ In a few days, 'Gho- 
laum Kaudir demanded a large. fum of money to pay the troops, 
which Shaw Aulum refufed } and the Rohilla relblved to pofiefs 
himfelf of whatever treafure might be in the palace, by dethron- 
ing the emperor. To this refolve he was excited by the trea- 
cherous navob Nazir, who, forgetting thirty years of confidence 
and favour, had informed him that his mafter poflefied hoards of 
treafure and jewels, tliough he pretended inability to fatisfy the 
troops. 

The degraded and wretched fituation of the once augufi: fa- 
mily of Timur, will appear more fully, in the tranflation of a 
journal of the monftrous tranfadions of the unfeeling 'Gholauin 
Kaudir, from the dethronement of Shav/ Aulum, to the flight 
from' the city of that cruel traitor. 

Journal, July 26th. 

About feven in the morning, Meerza Ifmaeel Beg with his of- 
ficers and Meerza Muttullub Khan, repaired to Gholaum Kaudir, 
Vrho was feated in the hall of private audience ; and, after fame 
converfation, fent repeated demands of money from the emperor, 
through the navob Nazir. Meerza Muttullub obferved, that had 
'his ' majefly poflelled fuch ' a confiderable fum, his affairs would 
not have fallen into fuch extremity. He was commanded to be 
filent by Gholaum Kaudir ; who, at length fent two attendants to 
bring Bedar Bukht, fon of the emperor Ahmed Shaw. This prince 
being conducted into the oratory, was feated on the throne, and 
the cuftomary falutations of royalty made to him by tlie chiefs, 
Gholaum Kaudir then difpatched Shaw Aulum, with nineteen 

princes. 


a The Nar-ir is the funerintenHant of the nrivate anartments. alwavs a eunuch. 
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princes, his fons and grahdfons, under a guard to the, apartment 
Called Noor Mahal. After this a difpute arofe between Gholaum. 
Ka'udir and Ifmaeel Beg, concerning the latter’s remaining in the 
palace j "and Ifmaeel Beg at length departed in wrath to his camp. 

' Bedar Shaw received the compliments of the officers, and 
ordered feveral of the depoled emperor’s fervants into confine- 
ment. Soleymaun Shekkoh was brought from the camp, and 
imprifoned with his father, who was this day denied even water 
by Qholaum Kaudir. The minifters of the general mofque re- 
quefted to know in the name of what emperor the prayers 
were to be read; and the Rohilla anfwered, “ In the name of 

God and his prophet.” He this day fent for the aged prin- 
celles, “Mallekeh Zummaneh 'and Sahebeh Mhal, from their 
houfe in the city. On their arrival in the palace, he paid his 
refpedls, and told them the private apartments oi the haram 
fliould be under their direftion. They approved of his conduit, 
but warned him not to ait in fuch a manner as to draw 
the fcorn of. mankind. He replied, that, under the royal auf-’ 
pices, the empire would be properly regulated. The ladies of 
Shaw Aulum’l family reprefented, that for two days they, had 
been without food. He ordered them vifluals. , . 


■ . , This 

i ^ j 

* Thefe ladies were the v?jdows of Maiiommud Shaw, and the former Vas 
daughter 'to the emperor Ferokhfcie. When Ahmed Shaw Abdallee invaded 
Hindoo/lan, they accompanied him on lus return to his own temtones, and re- 
fided in his court till his death; when they came back^to Dhely, and were al- 
lowed by Shaw Aulum to refide -out of the palace in the city. It is fuppofed they 
pofleflcd great wealth; as both Nadir Shaw and Ahmed Shaw Abdallee in their 
invsfions paid them rclpcil, and left their property *unmolefled , ~but it now fell 
into the hands of Gholaum Kaudir, It is faid, they prompted him to depofe 
Shaw Aulum, by an offer of ten lacks of rupees, to place on the throne* Bedar 
Shaw, tlie grandfon of their hufband, by a public dancer. If this report is truej 
their misfortunes are lefs pitiable, as Shaw Aulum had always treated them with 
attention and refpe^ during his whole reign. 
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This day, the princefs Mallekeh Znninianeh, affifled by the July28t'h< 
navob Nazir, fearched the apartna'ents of fourteen of Shaw Aulum's 
women, and ordered all their money and effedts to be colledted in 
the oratory; after which they delivered them to'Gholaum Kaudir 
Khan. The effedts of Meerza Akber Shaw were„ confifcated. 

Bedar S^aw conferred the rank of ameer al amra ' on Gholaum 
Kaudir Khan. Information was lodged, that Meerza Mindoo 
had privately conveyed fourteen cakes of bread and fome water 
to Shaw Aulum. The mercilefs Kohilla ordered the benevolent 
prince to be beaten with clubs ; but the attendants refufed obe- 
dience, Mallekeh Zummaneh fent to Shaw Aulum, deiiring 
him to give up his buried treafu’res, and he diould be rein- 
ilated on his ' throne. He replied, he was weary of Tuch em- 
pire. Agga Sundal complained ' to Bedar Shaw of the diftreffed 
fituation of the depofed fovereign and his family, perilling with 
hunger. The Shaw gave him five rupees. The Agga ob'ferv- 
ed, the fum was infufiicient for fuch a number, even for a 
meal. Bedar afiured him he had no more money in his pof- 
fefiion. 

To-day, a quarrel occurred betw’een Bedar Shaw and the July 29th. 
Begums Mallekeh Zummaneh and Sahebeh Mhal, who threat- 
ened to leave the palace; obferving, that they had feen four 
reigns, and been independant of all ; had come from their 
houfes to ferve his family, but would return, and commit him 
wholly to the pleafure of Gholaum Kaudir. This filenced the 
Shaw._ Bedar this day fent to Soleymaun Shekkoh and Akber 
Shaw, afiurihg them they fliould not want while he could re- 
lieve them, but that they muft* be ' reconciled to tTie decrees of 
providence, and confider, that thek father had reigned thirty 
years, while his* fufiered the diftrels* they now complained of. 

Gholaum Kaudir Khan, having prepared five whips, obliged the 

. ’ ' - ' ' fultan 
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fultan to take one in his hands, and accompany him to extort 
a confeffion of his treafures from' Shaw' Aulum. 

th. This day, the apartments of Shawabadee Begum were fearch- 
ed, and a catket of jewels, fome firings of pearl, and gold and 
filver plate, being found, were delivered to Gholaum Kaudirj 
who alfo feized ninety nine horfes from the royal ftables. 
Thirty thoufand rupees were found buried in the floor of a 
room, befides fome plate,' The Rohilla fent the latter to the 
mint, ' and commanded coins to be flruek in the name of Bedar 
Shaw, with the following infcription : 

“ 'The fupporter of the true religion of Mahummud, Bedar 
" Shaw, by the grace of God llamped coins -‘throughout the 
" world.*’ I 

To-day, five rupees, a bed, and a carpet, were fent by 
Gholaum Kaudir to the unfortunate Shaw Aulum. Several la- 
dies of the haram were tied up and beaten with whips, to 
force a difcovery of their effedts; and the palace was filled with 
cries and lamentations. Except the garments they had on, every 
thing was feized. I 

,fl. Gholaum Kaudir agreed to give Ifmaeel Beg five lacks of 
rupees from the plunder of the palace. Several of the confined 
princes^ were infulted by blows; and feven bankers and corn- 
merchants feized and imprilbned to extort money from them. 

lift. The navob Naziri and the eunuchs reprefented to the em- 
peror, that they had by fevere chaftifement extorted a difcovery 
from' fome of the ladies of the, haram of a quantity of -gold 
and filver plate, with fome jewels. He ordered them to be fent 
to Gholaum Kaudir. Meerza Buddoo, an ancient prince, uncle 
' to 
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’to Shaw Aulum, was feized by the Rohilla, and a demand 
made of a lack of rupees. Pleading inability, he was delivered 
to the peons to be flogged. To-day, Gholaum Kaudir went to 
Shaw Aulum, and tlireatened him. The unhappy prince re- 
plied, What I had, you have taken; but, if you think I 
conceal fome treafures within me, rip up my bowels, and 
be convinced.’’ .The traitor then aflured him, if he would 
difcover his hoards, he fliould reafcend his throne. Shaw 
Aulum anfwcred, “ I have no ambition left ; may God pro- 
ted: you, who have laid me afide : I am content with, my 
fate.” The Rohilla then proceeded to the apartments of the 
brothers of Shaw Aulum, and threatened them with punifh- 
ment. Four trunks of wearing apparel, a few trifling jewels, 
and a filver bedllead only, were found in themi on the Rridefl: 
fearch. The navob Nazir repents, now too late, of liis coh- 
dud: ; and will liave more , caufe every day. Ifmaeel Beg is 
treating with Sindia, who has promifed *•' to give him a jaghire 
and command in his arriiy. 

To-day, perfons were fent to dig up the floors of the apart- Auguft 2d, 
ments of Meerza Buddoo. Some jewels, plate, and wearing ap- 
parel, were found. The prince and his family were ordered 
to^ be kept without food ; but at the earnefl: interceflion of , 

Meerza Hinga, uncle to Bedar Shaw, it was allovved them. 

Gholaum Kaudir to-day roughly demanded from the emperor the 
■ whole fum he had promifed for his throne. Bedar Shaw faid. 

He had given every thing as yet difcovered, and deflred the 
jewels might be valued.” The Rohilla replied, Jewels 
were to him of no value ; he mufl: have money, or plate' 

** to coin.” A meflfage ^ coming from^ ^he princefs Mallefceh 
Zummaneh, that fhe wifhed to fee him, he would not go, but 
abufed her to the eunuchs who brought the compliment. Bedar 
Shaw entreated him to be pacified, and every exertion ' fliould 
VoL. II. O o . be 
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be ufed to procure money. The fultan would have 'embraced 
him, but the wretch drew back, and -retired in . dilpleafure ; 
after which he fent . a band of Afghauns to guard the rojral 
perfon and extort money. They threatened to pull Bedar Shaw 
from his throne, and corredi: him with blows ; upon which he 
exclaimed, “ If this is empire, the fcanty meal I enjoyed when 
« among the confined princes, was fweet indeed." The Af- 
ghauns ordered him to be filent, faying, “ They had ruined 
“ Shaw Aulum in an inftant, and what was he better than 
“ him.” Guards were alfo placed over the Begums Mallekeh 
Zummaneh and Sahebeh Mhalj and Gholaum Kaudir informed 
them, " that as the world would now at any rate call him 
“ traitor, he was refolved to feize the whole property of the 
« royal family." The navob Nazir trembles for his fafety, and 
has difcharged his attendants. Seven lacks of rupees are de- 
manded from him. 


To-day, Gholaum Kaudir Khan ‘feated himfelf in the- pre- 
fence of Bedar Shaw, and fmoaked his hookah before himj 
ftretching out his feet on the royal mufnud, at the fame time 
infulting him by abufive language. 


Bedar Shaw fent a note' by the Nazir to Gholaum Kaudir 
requefting him to have the jewels valued, but he refufed • de’ 
manding-fix lacks in money, and would not fuffer the Nazir to 
return. The emperor fending him two garlands of flowers, he 
Arew them on the ground in difrefpeft. The Begums Mal- 
lekeh Zummaneh and Sahebeh Mhal have difcharged Ael 
houfeholds. Ruttun Ram advifing Bedar Shaw to fend a khe 

garment on my body. . 

iGholaum 

: • The higheft difrepeil he could be guHty of to the forereign. 
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Gholauni Kaudir Khan to-day forced the doors of the royal Auguft 5th. 
baths ; and finding two. filver chairs,, fent them to the mint. The 
apartments and effedls ^of- Meerza Akber Shaw were ranfacked. 

Thirty two elephants and one • hundred horfes from the royal . 

^labJes were" fent to the Rohiha camp. A requeft of Shaw 
Aulum for fome foot clotlis was complied with. 

The thrones and other feats belonging to Shaw Aulum, or- Auguft 6th, 
namented with gold or filver, were broken to pieces, and the 
plate fent to the mint. Gholaum Kaudir feized the clothes and 
ornaments of fifty or fixty dancing girls belonging to the palace. 

On tlieir complaining of his oppreffion, he commanded them 
to fing and dance, and being pleafed with their performance, 

'gave them back their clotlies, but kept their jewels, and turned 
them out of the citadel. After this, he went to tlie apartments 
of the prince Meerza Baber, which were ranfacked; and font a 
woman to fearch the haram. When every thing was feized, 
the prince and the ladies were ordered to be put with the' reft 
of the royal family in confinement. The dwelling of Meerza 
Klioord, brotlier to Shaw Aulum, was next plundered. The 
chief woman fervant of Kirrammut al Niffa Begum was feized, 
and feverely beaten, to make her difcover tlae efFed:s of her 
miftrefs ; but flie would not confe:fe, and was put into prifon. 

The floors of the Begum’s apartments were then dug up, and 
fome gold ornaments Tound. Gholaum Kaudir to-day threatened- 
Bedar Shaw" with punifhment, if he would not fj^eedily fup- 
ply him .with money, as the troops were becoming clamorous 
for pay. He then went to Shaw Aulum, and demanded a dif* 
covery of the money he had faved from the revenues of Ben- 
gah and Aleabad. The Shaw replied, that what was in 

“ the palace was feized ; he had no more ; and begged to be 
put to death, that he might be freed from mifeiy. ’ The 
Rohilla replied, he would not hurt him,-, but force a con- 

O o 2 feflion 
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“ feffion from his fons Meerza Akber and Soleymaun Shekkoh." 
Upon which Shaw Aulum faid, “ I am in your hands, but 
“ injure not my children.” Gholaum Kaudir threatened the 
princes, who declared they knew nothing of their father’s trea...' 
fury; but informed him, that there was a Calhmirian woman 
in the fervice of Koottubee Begum, who, if money was con- 
cealed, was informed of it. Upon this the woman was fent for 
and queftioned, but confeffed nothing; when foe was confined 
for further examination. Bedar' Shaw to-day gave 6hokum 
Kaudir a pair of gold bracelets and twenty five thoufand rupees, 
which had been difcovered, with which he was well pleafe'd, 
and fent to the Shaw five trays of apparel from the wardrobe, 
and five filver plates. Bedar .Shaw defired he would carry 
him to the general molque to pay his devotions ; but the Ro- 
hllla told him not to be in hafte, and he foould go at a con- 
venient time in proper ftate. The dilTention with Ifmaeel Beg' 
encreafes dally, and that chief is treating with the Mharattasj 
but, till their arrival, waits -to get what he can from the plun- 
der of the palace. The furniture of the royal elephants was' 
'feized to-day. 

'Bedar Shaw font a mellage to Gholaum Kaudir, “ that he 
“ had, to gratify him, though unbecoming his dignity as a 
“ prince, affifted in rifling the palace, and furrendered the trea- 
“.fure difcovered. Nothing more was left, but he was ready, 
“ to accompany him to the field, and acquire wealth for him 
** with the fword.” Gholaum Kaudir vifited Shaw Aulum, and 
told him, “ he was forry for his treafons, but would make 
“ amends by feating his fon Meerza Akber on the throne.”' 
Shaw Aulum replied, “ he might aft as he pleafod; but as for, 
** himfolf, he was weaiy of fuch degraded empire, and only 
» wifoedto be retired, and employ himfolf in devotion.” Bedar’ 
Shaw was leverely threatened this day with corredtion,- if he did , 

. not 
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not procure more money j upon which he replied, that he had 
given all in his power, and fliould be happy to be releafed 
“ from fuch mock royalty.” 

% 

Bedar Shaw was again tlireatened with 'corredlion and confine- Auguft 81 
ment, in cafe he did not produce more money or jewels ^ and 
again replied, ** that Gholaum Kaudir might adt as he pleafed.” 

In the apartments of Mubaric Mhal, upwards of an hun- Auguft 91 
dred women were fearched, and, afterwards imprifoned. Mallekeh , 

Zummaneh was tliis day violently indifpofed. Bedar. Shaw de- 
clared to Gholaum Kaudir, that there were no more valit- 
ables left in the palace ; but if he chofe, he would attend 
him to colledl money from the rajas, and zemindars.” The 
Roliilla anfwercd, that if money wa:s not brought him on. 

the morrow, the Shaw .mufl take the confequence.” Twenty 
chefls of lace and tifTues were this day burned by Gholaum , • ^ 

Kaudir, to extrad the filver. Bedar Shaw requeued an in- 
tendew, but was rudely refufed in the evening, A meeting ‘ 
took place between Gholaum Kaudir and- Ifmaeel Beg Khan. ' 

The navob Nazir was threatened with, flagellation if he did not 
produce money. 

Gholaum Kaudir, attended by five Rohillas, went to Shaw Aulum Aug. Eoth, 
and demanded a difeovery of his hidden treafure. The unfortunate 
Shaw replied, I have nonej take what yoii can find in the fort.” 

The villain then ordered his attendants to lift up the princes Meerza 
Soleymaun, Akber Shaw and others> and dafh them on the, 
ground j which they did. Shaw Auluih* in the agony of his 
grief exclainied, “ Traitor, forbe'ar fuch cruelty on my children 
in my fight.” Upon this, Gholaum*' Kaudir made the Ro-*' 
hillas him on the ground-.; after- which they fat ; upon his 
breaft, and^flabbed out his' eyes with a dagger. He then gave , - 

, orders - 
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orders for the like cruelty to be inftlfted on the princes, ■hut 
-was prevented by the entreaties . of an. officer, named 'Seetuldafs.'. 
The palace refoundedtvith lamentations among , the ladies: of 
the haram. They were commanded to, be filent, on pain of 
.chaftifement. In the: afternoon, "Bedar Shaw was - carried, into 
the'.city, attended , by the Rohilla ; .but the latter,. ;.fu(pe(fting. 
treachery ’Ifrom lfmaeel Beg; returned fuddenly with the Shaw 
to the palace. The inhabitants . defert the city in, crowds. ..The 
bankers’ and jewellers’ ftiops have been fhut up many days. 

- - Two :furgeons. were fent'. to., attend Shaw Aulum, . who lies 
in great agony: of pain.--; Some money and effefls were , fent by 
Gholaum- Kaudir to Ifmaeel Beg, .who is much dillatisfied.,'.;A 
meeting afterwards' took place between them, and they yifited- 
Bedar Shaw in company.- 

■■ Shaw Aulum petitioned for lome relief,, as his , family , had, 
been .three days without -provifions.- Gholaum Kaudir ordered, 
•twenty, eight .rupees per day to be dillributed for their fup- 

port. - .... - .r.r.. 

Gholaum Kaudir Khan ordered : an efcort to cpnduft' the, 
plunder of the palace, to Ghofeghur.: The cooking ; utenfils of.' 

■ the royal kitchens were fcized this ;day. . , - 

' . The emperor Bedar Shaw defired the, navob Nazir to pre-’ 
pare a. mofque iii the palace for his devotions;, but was in- 
formed, that, the carpeting, See. had been feized.. Upon his 
importunity, , however, 'fome fort of. preparation was “made ; . and 
Bedar, heard, for the .firft time, the" prayer "read in his. own. . 
name as. emperor. .' Two infant: fons, of ithe , prince Soleymaun-I- 
Shekkoh to-day died for want of food. 'Shaw Aulum difmifled* 

’ ■ ■ • ■■ • i his; 

* About two pounds twelve' fliillings,' . .-. ■ ; 
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his phyficians, and declined nourifliment, faying, it was more 
preferable to die, than live, and behold his family perilhing 
around him.’* Bedar ordered the children to be' buried in 
the Mlial. He faid, that Shaw Aulum complained unjuftly, 
and fliould be refigned to the decrees of providence.” Gho- 
Izum Kaudir paid his devotions at the tomb of Nizam ad Dien, 
where he was met by Ifm'aeel Beg, and mutual oaths of re- 
conciliation paffed between them. 

The ladies from feveral apartments of the haram were turned Aug. 
out into » Sulleemghur, and Bedar Shaw was commanded' by Gho- ' 
laum Kaudir to dig up tlie floors in fearch of treafure. Parties of 
Mliaratta horfe to-day appeared clofe to the city. Shaw Aulum 
is in great agony, what he eats voiding by the nofe,; 

The Rohillas mutinied, and Gholaum Kaudir was obliged Aug. i‘5th. 
to remain clofe in the citadel. Meerza Ifmaeel' Beg confined 
feveral inhabitants of the city to extort money from them. 

Bedar Shaw defired Gholaum Kaudir to think of preparing -Au^. i6th« 
to refill: the Mharattas, who were now plundering round the 
city, and carrying off the cattle and grain. Many angry mef- 
fages paffed between Gholaum Kaudir and Ifmaeel Beg, con- 
cerning tlie divifion of plunder. At length, the former went 
to vifit the latter in the evening to try an accommodation. 

Two diamonds, which had been given from the .plunder of 

Sha^¥ 

a Sulleemgliur, or Selimghur, is part of th? old palace ere£led by the em- 
peror Jehaungeer, whofe name was alfo SuIIeem, or Selim. Since the comple- 
tion of the new palace by Shaw Jehaun, Sulleemghur has been ufed as a prifon 
for the princes of the royal family. It is large, has feveral courts, and gardens 
for their recreation. Till tlie reigning emperor became himfelf in want, they 
were allowed every convenience of life, but liberty ; and as they were modly 
born and bred up in confinement, perhaps did not much feel the want of it. 
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Shaw Aulum to Bedar Shaw, were this day talcen from him by 
the Rohilla. 

Aug. 17th, To-day, Gholaum Kaudir -and Ifmaeel Beg vifited Bedar 
Shaw, and demanded money, that they might pay the troops, 
and attend him to the field. The, Shaw replied, “ that he had 
“ none ; but would confign over to them the navob Nazir, 
“ from whom they might extort it.” A convoy of baggage, &c. 
from Ghofeghur was intercepted by the Mharattas, and many 
Rohillas cut to pieces. Numbers were drowned in the Jumna 
f ' in trying to efcape from the enemy by fording it. The Mha- 
rattas speared on the bank of the Jumna oppofite the citadel. 
Bedar Shaw defired Gholaum Kaudir to inarch, offering to ac- 
c6mpany him. - 

Aug. 1 8th. The Mharattas continued their approaches, all fupplies were 
flopped from the city, and the Ihops fhut up. Part of the Ro- 
hilla army crofled the river, unoppofed by the enemy. Gho- 
lautn Kaudir went into the apartments of the confined princes, 
and ordered the property of Khier al Nifla Begum, ^er of 
Shaw Aulum, to be feized. Her money, ornaments, and even 
the garments Ihe had on, were taken. Several princes were 
brought before him, whom he addreffed, faying, " You afpired 
“ to empire, give me your treafores for it.” In reply, they 
wept, and faid, “ You have taken all we had ; there is nothing 
“ remaining but our lives.” He then caufed them to be beaten 
with whips, and fent them back to confinement, A demand 
was made on the Begums , Mallekeh Zummaneh and Sahebeh 
Mhal for five lacks of rupees. 

Aug. jgtli. The effeas of the two Begums above-mentioned were this 
day feized, guards placed on their houfes, and their attendants 
fent prifoners to the citadel. A letter was prefented from Shaw 

Aulum- 
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Aulum reqaeftmg ‘ relief, ' as lie and Iiis faniily were perilhing 
with hunger. Gholaum Kaudir threw the letter on the ground', 
and exclaimed, “ I came not here of my own will; but, as 
I flept in a garden at Secundra, fuddenly an apparition 
ilruck me on the face, frying, March fpeedily to Dhely, de- 
pofe the emperor, and feize the country.'^ Meerza Meendo, 
uncle of Shaw Aulum, was to-day fo feverely. flogged by or- 
ders of the Rohilla, as to faint away, and at. length difeovered 
a chamber, under the floor of which were fecreted fome large 
chefls, tW''o of which were filled with gold ‘ coin, and others 
with rich cloths. ' The contents of this hoard were unknown to 
Shaw Aulum, and had been depofited there by Shaw Begum 
in the lafi: reign. 

A guard was placed over the navob Nazir, and his effedts feized. Aug. 20 
He was alfo commanded to difeover the hidden treafures of Shaw 
Aulum, on pain of punifliment. Bedar Shaw fent a requeft to 
Gholaum Kaudir for the releafe of Meerza Buddoo ; but the 
meflenger returned without delivering it, the navob being in a 
violent rage, which made him fearful of going into his pre- 
fence. About nine' at' night, the Shaw ventured to fend again, 
begging that he would, for pity’s fake, allow fome vid:uals for 
the women,; upon which he fent a fmall quantity -of oil’ and 
flour. ^ Many ladies of the' haram were fearched to-day, and 
Rohilla foidiers placed at their apartments. Gholaum ' Kaudir 
came into the oratory, and' had much converfation . with the 
emperor and the Begums Mallekeh Zummanebi and Sahebeh 
Mhal; when it was agreed, that the ladies belbnging to Bedar 
Shaw fhould be removed from the haram, an^ a flridt- fearcli 
-be made for treafure in every room. Shaw Aulum was fent 
for, and ordered to difeover his hoards. He replied, ‘^’that he ' ' 

“ knew of none, and begged -for compaflion on his miferies, 

VoL. II. - P p ' . <c 
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“ and his family dying with hunger.”. The Rohilla told him, 
“ he fiiould yet have more calamities to fuifer.” 

Aug. lift. To-day, Gholaum Kaudir ordered Mallekeh Zummaneh and 
Sahebeh Mhal from their chambers into the apartments of Ak- 
ber Shaw, and alfo the Begum of Bedar Shaw. Upon this 
Bedar Shaw went to him to complain of his infulted honour; 
when the Rohilla turning him back, told him to go and keep 
them company; when he retired to them accordingly. Four 
ladies died of grief and hunger this day. Their boies were 
thrown into the open court, while Gholaum Kaudir was Pur- 
veying the labourers, who, by his orders, were bulled in dig- 
ging up the floors of the haram. He to-day commanded Ibme 
of the princes to fing for him, and one of his attendants en- 
treating him not to be fo difrefpedtful, he exclaimed, " If they 
*' cannot flng, what elfe are they fit for? They are the off- 
“ fpring of fingers. Had they been princes, would they have 
“ tamely fuffered me to aft as I have done?” 

Aug. aid. Bedar Shaw came to Gholaum Kaudir, and requefted him, 
from regard to God and the prophet, to allow tome provilion 
for his women and chddren^ when the Rohdla frowned llemly 
upon him, and uttered much abufive language. The Shaw with 
the Begums are now confined in the odtagon turret, furrounded 
only by Ikreens. Gholaum Kaudir fent for Akber Shaw and 
other princes to fing and play before him, which they dared 
not refufe.- After the performance, he exprelTed his approba- 
tion, ‘and faid, “ Shaw Aulum and his ftmily Ihould no longer 
■ “ be diftrefled for neceflaries and food.” ° 

Aug. 23d. . The houfe of the navob Nazir was fearched, but nothing 
of much value difcovered. The Rohilla chiefs grow clamorous 

for 
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for money. Gholauin Kaudir pretends Jic has none, and is 
dividing among them tlie effedts of the palace. 

A daughter of the prince Meerza Toghnil died of hunger, Aug. 24 - 
and was buried in her chamber. Meerza Ifmacel Beg fent to 
enquire of Gholauin Kaudir if he meant to march, as the ene- 
my were now furrounding him. Gholauin Kaudir excufed him- 
fclf for his behaviour to tlic navob Nazir, by declaring, that he 
had feized his property, only left it ftiould be fulpcdled that he 
was his advifer in tlic plunder of Malle.keh Zummaneh and 
Sahebch-Mhal, Parties of the Mharattas appeared to-day clofc 
to tlic old citadel, and carried off fomc horfes and bullocks. . 
IMunniar Sing, who commanded the palace guard, having al- 
lowed fomc provifions to pafs to Shaw Auluin and the other 
confined princes, was rebuked feverely by GJioIaum Kaudir. 

Meerza Ifmacel Beg tlircatencd Gholaum Kaudir, that if he Aug. 25 
would not deliver up his ftiarc of tlie plunder, he would leave 
him j and the Mogul chiefs alfo declared,, if he remained longer 
in the citadel, they would quit his fcrvice. Gholaum Kaudir 
made no anfwer.' Mallekch Zummaneh and Sahebeh Mhal fent 
a petition that they might not be left to perifti with hunger, 
but rather, be relieved from their miferics by immediate- death. 

Bedar Shaw tlircatened to put on a * religious habit; but was 
told by the Rohilla, that he mull prepare to march. He re« 
plied, that he would not move. 

Bedar Shaw requefted of Gholaum Kaudir to dethrone hjm, Aug, 2 f 
as he was weary of a dignity which did not afford him and 
his family the moft common neceffaries of -life. Gholaum 

p“p 2 " .Kaudir 

* In Hihdooftan, for a perfon under the proteftion of another to aflhme 
the habit of a fakcer, or religious, is reckoned dilgraceful to the party promiling 
groteflion, and believed to bring down the curfes of heaven upon him. 
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Kaudir feized all the horfes of the royal ftables, and diftrlbuted 
them among his followers, leaving only fifteen, of little value, 
for the Shaw’s ufe. Six ladies of the haiam died of hunger, 
and their bodies were thrown over the walls of the citadel, on 
the lands of the Jumna. On- its being reported, tliat many 
others were in a dying Hate, from the_ fame caufe, jcholaum 
Kaudir fent a fmall fupply for the women of Bedar Shaw, but 
took no notice of the reft. j 

Aog. 27th. Four ladies of Shaw Aulum’s haram, weary of life, threw ^ 
therafelves from a window into the river, and were drowned. 

. Theft bodies were ftripped by Ibme foldiers, one of whom was 
wounded in a fcuffle for the divifion of the garments. The 
unfortunate Shaw Aulum, almoft famfthed, fenf a final! filver 
bow ring, by a foldier who pitied his condition, into the market 
for fale. It produced only * feyen pice, with which fome coarfe 
bread was purchafed for his meal. A confiderable firm of 
money, many valuable jewels and rich effefts, .were found in 
the houfe of Sahebeh Mhal, and feized by Gholaum Kaudir. 

/ 

Aug. aSih. Some provifions and apparel were allowed to Shaw Aulum 
and his family. Mallekeh ^inmaneh ,and Sahebeh Mhal en- 
treated, but in vain, to be allowed tp/retire to their houfes in 
the cily. Gholaum Kaudir refufed to vifit Bedar Shaw, though, 
repeatedly fent for. The navob Nazir was releafed from his 
confinement. The fhops in the city are fliut up, owing to 
the riotous behaviour of the Rohillas from the dearnefs of grain, 
the Mharattas preventing all fupplies from the countty. 

Aug. 29th. Gholaum Kaudir, in a frolic of intoxication, fent for Akber 
Shaw and feveral other princes, fons of Shaw Aulum, to the 
lion" baftion, where he entertained them with a feaft and dan- 

, cing. 
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ciiig. After fome time, laying his; head on the knees of Akber' 

Shaw, he flept for two hours. On awaking, he wept, fay- 
ing, he had been gudty of great crimes, and repented of ' ' 

‘‘ his behaviour; that he would reftore all the property he 
** had taken, but could not replace die eyes of Shaw Auium,” 
Akber.Shaw, after fome confideration, obferved, that the pro- 
vidence which had given eyes to his father, had alfo taken 
them away ; and the inflrument of heaven was not to blame,'* 

They fat at die entertainment until funrife. 

Bedar Shaw went to vilit Gholaum Kaudir, who would not Aug. 3o^■ 
fee him, and ordered him to retire to his apartments. The 
women of the haram are in the greateft diifreis for want of 
vidluals, 

c 

Bedar Shaw, by meffage, entreated Gholaum Kaudir to order Aug, • ^ 
fome relief to the confined princes and ladies of the • haram ; 
but was anfwered with angry refufals, Gholaum Kaudir, in 
paffing by the Mlial, was accofted with loud complaints from 
the unfortunate women, ‘who 'begged him to allow them food, 
or let them leave the citadel ; but he paffed on, faying, “ that 
in four days , more he would relieve them.*’ He went to 
the emperor’s bedchamber, and finding a feymetaf on the bed, 
took it away ; at the fame time commanding the guards not to' 

let Bedar Shaw come to him on any account. 

) 

The. troops of Gholaum Kaudir are mutinous for their ar- 

• Vr T t-' 1700 , 

rears.’ He has fpent this day in trying to appeafe them, but 
in vain.' They threaten to defert him. 

Gholauni Kaudir went out to the tomb of Hoomaioon to 
-pacify the Rohillas. After much argument, one of the muti- 
neers, drawing his dagger, rufhed. towards him, but was flop- 

' - ' ‘ ped 
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Sept. 3d. 


Sept. 4th. 


Sept. 5th. 


Sept. 6th. 


Sept. 7th. 


ped by his companions. At length, the troops were fatisfied 
with the alTurance of receiving two months pay immediately, 
and Gholaum Kaudir returned to the palace. 

News arrived that the zemindars in *Sarungpore were in 
arms j on vvhich account Gholaum Kaudir _ has refolved to 
march to Ghofeghur, leaving Ifmaeel Beg Khan in Dnely, to 
defend it againfl the Mharattas. 

Gholautn Kaudir is preparing for his march. A new quar- 
rel has arifen between him .and 'Ifmaeel Beg Khan concerning 
the divifion of the plunder. 

' Bedar Shaw requefted, by melTage, that Gholaum Kaudir 
would permit barbers to be admitted to ‘Shaw Aulum and his 
fons, who had not been lhaved lince the day of his 'detlirone- 
ment. It was allowed. Gholaum Kaudir has been the whole 
day drinking, and liftening to the finging girls. 

A wife of the deceafed emperor Ahmed Shaw died in the 
palace, and Gholaum Kaudir would not permit the body to be 
carried out for interment, though Bedar Shaw entreated his 
permidion. The Rohilla has been this day confulting with his 
officers, concerning his defence againft the Mharattas. ' 

As Gholaum Kaudir was fitting under' a tree this day, a 
black fnake fell upon him from one of the branches, but he 
received no injury. 'A quantity of gold and jewels was dif- 
covered in the ceiling of a chamber. Part of the Rohilla army 
croffed the river, on which the Mharattas retreated to fome 
diftance. 

, Bedar 

• Tlie territory inherited by Gholaum .Kaudir from his father Zabtab Kban. 
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Bedar Shaw obferved to his attendants,, that his was a Sept. 8th. 
flrange empire, for he could not even obtain neceffaries for his 
family ^ that he read the koraun nightly, Jflept upon the bare 
ground, and prayed at midnight, in hopes that God in his 
mercy would have pity on his fituation. Gholauin Kaudir re- 
viewed his artillery, and is preparing to march. 

Gholaum Kaudir continues his preparations to march. Sept. 9th. 

Gholaum Kaudir divided tlie royal tents among his chief Sept. loth 
followers. 

Nothing remarkable occurred till the fourteenth, when Gho- 
laum Kaudir, alarmed at information of Ilhaaeel Beg’s being in 
treaty with Sindia to deliver him up to that chief, fuddenly 
left the palace, and fwam the Jumna on an elephant to -join 
the part of his army encamped on the other lide. In a few 
days, however, he returned j and going to Shaw Aulum, affured 
him, that though he might reign again if the Mharattas were 
vidorious, he fliould not enjoy the prefence of his children, as 
they fliould be put to death in cafe of his defeat. The favage 
Rohilla then obliged all the fons of the unfortunate emperor 
to embark in a boat, and crofs the river to his camp. ,Akber 
Shaw making fome reiiftance, Gholaum Kaudir drew his feymetar, 
and threatened to kill him if he did not embark, when the 
prince was obliged to comply. The plunder of the palace was 
alfo all carried off in boats.' The day following, the Rohilla 
returned to the citadel, and feverely beat Shaw Aulum with 
his own hands, threatening to murder all the. princes. He then 
obliged the aged Begums Mallekeh Zummaneh .and Sahebeh 
Mhal to go to his camp, in defpite of their lamentations and 
entreaties. Then fetting lire to all the comb'uRibre parts of the 
citadel, he evacuated it, with his followers, and repaired ■ to his 

camp. 



AURUNGZEBE’s SUCCESSORS. 


camp. Upon his departure, a detachment of Mharattas took 
pofleffion of the city and palace. Rana Khan, the ^hief, ,re- 
leafed Shaw Aulum from his confinement, and ordered refrefh- 
ments for the unfortunate emperor and the numerous perfons 
in the haram, who, for leven'days, had been able to procure 
no fuftenance, but dry grain and water. New coins were or- 
dered to be ftruck in the name of Shaw Aulum, who was 
again treated as emperor; but he wiflied to decline the’ throne 
in favour of Akber Shaw, whom he had always intended for 
his fucceffor. 

Gholaum Kaudir, a few days after his departure from Dhely, 
difgufted at fome behaviour of Bedar Shaw, or hoping to ob- 
tain an accommodation with the Mharattas by regaining the 
favour of Shaw Aulum, dethroned his newly made fovereign, 
and acknowledged, as emperor, Akber Shaw. Such was the 
affedlion of Shaw Aulum to his fon, that on hearing of his' 
exaltation, he wrote to Gholaum Kaudir and the treacherous 
navob Nazir, afluring them of his pardon for the injuries he' 
had fuftained by their conduft, and thanking them for placing 
his fon on the throne. He entreated Rana Khan, the Mha- 
ratta general, to acknowledge Akber Shaw; but that chief re- 
fufed, taying, “ He could not, while the prince was in faft 
“ only a prlfoner, in the hands of Gholaum Kaudir Khan.” 

Rana Khan having fettled affairs at Dhely, and being re- 
inforced by navob Alee Bahadur with a ’confiderable force from 
Dekkan, crolled the Jumna, to oppofe Gholaum Kaudir Khan. 
That chief, finding it impoflible to ftand againft fo powerful 
an enemy, endeavoured to makd his retreat into his own coun- 
try, but was intercepted. He took refuge in the town of Mhirta, 
and made propofals of fubmiflion; but the Mharattas would not 
accept them; and on the twenty firft of December, 1788, made a 
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general aflault on , the place. Gliolaum Kaudir defended hitn- 
felf a whole day againH: their attacks; but' feeing that he muft 
in the end be reduced, he in the night niounted a , fleet horfe 
and made his efcape, leaving his followers to, fhift for them- 
felves. He had not rode many miles, when his horfe Hum- 
bled, and Gliolaum Kaudir was Co bruifed by the fall he re- 
ceived, that he could not move. In this fituation he was found 
by .fome villagers, who took him prifoner to the Mharatta camp. 
He had, previous to his flight, concealed the moft valuable 
jewels acquired from the plunder , of the palace, in his faddle 
and houfings. To whofe lot this prize fell, is not known, as 
the horfe was never found. The navob Nazir, and other chiefs 
who had remained in Mhirta, . were in the, morning obliged to 
furrender with the troops at ; the difcretion of the enemy. Gho^- 
laum Kaudir was at firft treated with diftindlion ; but foon put 
into heavy irons, with his companion in treachery, the navob 
Nazir. Akber Shaw and the otlier fons of Shaw Aiilum, -. with 
the Begums Mallekeh Zummaneh and Sahebeh Mhal, alfo the. 
depofed Bedar Shaw, were refpedlfiilly treated by Rana Khan, 
who fent them to Dhely, with a proper efcort for their pro- 
tedlion. Bedar_Shaw was remanded to imprifonment. 

The' Mharattas pofTefTed themfelves of Ghofeghur, and the; 
territories of Gholaum Kaudir Khan. They are now without 
a rival in the diredlion of the emperor,, and likely to remain 
fo, as long as their oWn Hate fliall remain free from internal 
commotions, and the neutrality of the Englifh- and the navoh 
vizier, with refpefl to the imperial affairs,, be obferved.. 

While . a prince of the houfe of Timur is eHeemed as a 
. neceffary pageant for the veneration of .the people, we mail 
continue to hear of an emperor of HindooHan; but it is very 
improbable ihat any future poHeffpr of- the thrpne, wjH ever 
Vol. il ' - <i:q: : -i- . . - acquire 
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acquire the fmalleft independance on the will of the power 
which protefts his perfon, whether Hindoo or Mahummedan. 
The rulers of the different provinces have, as yet, been con- 
tented to acknowledge a nominal fubmiffion to an emperor, 
from motives of convenience. It has prevented the jealoufy of 
their equals, and given a landlion to their ufurpations with the 
people, who have yet regarded the Timur family as the foun- 
tain of honours and employments ; but, except over Dhely, a 
fmall tradt around it, and during a few years in Korah and 
Aleabad, the emperors have had no real territorial authority, 
fince the reign of Mahummud Shaw. The Mharattas once 
attempted to fet up a fovereign of their own at Dhely*; and, 
fhould they not be interrupted in their prefent career of vic- 
tory, may, in a few years, throw alide the family of Timur, 
and declare the raja of Sittarra, or their pefhwa, emperor of 
Hindooftan, or at leaft of the extenlive lhare of it in their 
potleffion. 


Since this conclufion, the wretch Gholaum Kaudir was 
puniihed by Sindia. His ears, nofe, arms, and legs, jvere cut 
off; and in this mutilated Hate he -was fent to Shaw Aulum, 
hut died on the road to Dhely. Shaw Aulum has reafliim- 
ed the throne, if fuch it may be called, and fubfifls on the 
bounty of Sindia, who is employed in reducing the Jeypore 
country. 

1792. 

By the laft advices, Sindia had levied contributions from 
the Jeypore, Odipore, and Jodepore rajas, and obliged them to 

cede 

• The failure of which attempt has been related in ihe defeat of the Bhaow, 
hy the Ahdahee Shaw, in the preceding pages. 
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cede feme pirts of their country, and pay tribute for the reft. 
Shaw Aulum continues a' mere penfioner on this chief. The 
fucceifes of the Englifli, Nizam, add Mharattas againft Tippoo 
“ and the partition of his territories, promife fome con- 
tinuance of peace to Hindooftanj where it is probable, how- 
ever, the ftin of Timur has fet for ever. 


/ 


END OF AURUNGZEBE’s SUCCESSORS 
IN THE EMPIRE OF HINDOOSTAN. 
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part VI. 


HISTORY OF BENGAL, 

PROM THE ACCESSION OF 

ALIVERDEE ICHAN MAHABUT JUNG. 




PREFACE. 


It v*ms fuppofcd, that nn account of the affiirs of Bengal, 
with which we arc fo nearly concerned, would be more agree- 
able to the reader fcpamtcly detailed, as its connc<flion murt: 
have been frequently broken off by the events in other pro- 
vinces, if inferted in the general hiftory of the empire. 

Bengal, fince the dcatli of Mahummud Shaw, like the other 
provinces, has been nearly independant of the emperors 3 the 
fevcral navobs remitting only a trifling part of the revenues to 
court, and the Englifli government, flnee the departure of Shaw 
Aulum in 1771 from under our protedion, has ceafed to pay 
any other acknowledgment of his fovereignty, tlian ufing his 
name on the coin and in ibme of the orders of admini/lration 
to native . oflicers ; if we except a few inconflderable prefents 
offered him on the great Mahummedan feftivals. 

) 

At the death of Aurungzebe, and for fome years prior to 
that event, Bengal was governed by Moorfliud KooUee Jaflier 

Khan, 



Khan, of whom an account has been publifhed by Mr. Glad- 
win, and alfo of his fucceflbr Shujah ad Dowlah. His foa 
Serferauz ad Dowlah was depofed by Mahabut Jung, lUled 
alfo Aliverdee Khan, whofe life begins the following pages. 
This was compiled from a Perfian manufcript. The tran- 
faftions from his lall illnels were tranflated from the Perfian 
hiftory of Bengal, as literally as poffible, of ’Gholaum HouC- 
fein Khan, a learned and refpeftable charadter, once of 
greater confequence, but now, if living, a member of the na- 
tive court of judicature under the moft worthy navob Alee 
Ibrahim Khanj the eftablilhment of which by Mr. Hastings 
refiored jullice and police to a great capital, in which they had 
long been negledled. 


» An EngUth tranflatlon of this has, I undctftand, been publlthcd in Calcutta, 
by Muftapha, a French munblmaVn, which I ihould have wjflicd to have com-* 
pared with my own, but have not been able to procure iu 

' ) 
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Mahabut, Jung was originally named Meerza Mahummud 
Alee. His father, Meerza Mahummud,; an officer in the fer- 
vice of the prince Azim Shaw, on the death of his patron 
falling into diftrefs, moved from Dhely to Cuttac, the capital 
of Oriffia, in hopes of mending his fortune under Shujah -ad 
Dowlah, a diftant relation to his wife. Shujah ad Dowlah was 
fon in law to Jaffier Khan, foubahdar. of Bengal, from whom 
he held Oriila, as deputy governor. He^ received- his relation 
with kindnefs, appointing an allowance for- his fupport; which 
induced Meerza Mahunim'ud to fend for his fon^ who .accordingly 
repaired to. Cuttac, .and was entertained by^ Shujah ad Dowlah 
in his fervice, "^at a monthly ftipend of one hundred rupees. In 
a ffiort time, the abilities of Mahummud Alee engaging the 
efteem of his patron, he gradually entrufted him with com-, 
mands againft rebellious zfemindars, in which he proved himfelf 
worthy of confidence, and was generoufly rewarded by higher 
trufis. He now invited his elder brother .Hajee Ahmud, then 
returning from a pilgrimage to Mecca, to join him 5 and on 
his arrival ‘ he, as alfo his three fons, Mahummud' Reza, Ma- 
hummud Saeed, and Mahumrnud Hafliim, were .enrolled in the 
VoL. II. - R *r ' fervice 
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fervice of Shujah ad Dovvkh, at falaries of fifty, thirty, twenty, 
and fifteen rupees per month; but as the influence of Ma- 
hummud Alee encreafed, they were proportionably raifed to 
higher employments. 

Jaffier Khan, being difpleafed at Shujah ad Dowlah’s havA 
ing negledted his , daughter for other women, left at his dea'th 
the fucceffion to his government to his grandfon Alla ad Dowlah 
Serferauz Khan; but Shujah ad Dowlah having more intereft 
at the court of Dhely than his fon, procured the foubahdaty 
for himfelf; when Serferauz Khan dutifully fubmitted to his 
authority, on promife of fucceeding his parent, and continued to 
hold the ofiice of * imperial dewan under him. 


- Shujah ad Dowlah, thinking himfelf greatly indebted to the 
abilities and fidelity of Mahummud Alee and Hajee Ahmud, 
for his eafy acquifition of the government of Bengal, purfued 
no meafure without their advice. On the former he beftowed 
the fojedaury of Raujemahal, and procured for him from the 
emperor a 'munfub and the title of Aliverdee Khan. The latter 
was appointed fuperintendant of the cuftoms of Moorlhudabad, 

, • . ^ and 


- ■ SvFerintendant of the colleaiom. While the authority of ,he emperors 
TOS properly obferved, the dewan of a protinee managed the revenues ^ and 
the nazim, or foubahdar, had no power over them his k * c ^ 

commander in chief and d.fpenfer of criminal aw - h t 
he ufurped the rights of , he' dewan, Zfe office ’became" 

Clive obtained it for the company, who reclaimed th “"’y- Lord 

office, but have not for fome years remitted an e proper exertion of the 

During Shaw Aulum’s reddence uZ In 

twenty fix lacs of rupees ; but on quittinir it. ,1.' '''“wed annually 

. ‘ The fojedaur in' h.s diftrldt hr ihe" LTluToZ 

province; hut latterly, his office has been confined to'^thrC^Tcndm^^^ 
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and his three foris to cohfiderable . employments. Tliefe : diftinc- 
tions ;were but the paths to higher offices, as/ in a ffiort time 
after, the province of Bahar being conferred by the, emperor 
on- Shujah ad powlah, he .entrufted the government -of it . to' 
Aliverdee Khan, obtaining for him additional rank, and the ■ 
title of ^ Mahabut Jung. Hajee Ahmud was created dewan to 
the navob, and his Tons raifed to the governments of large dif-^ 
trids. in . Bengal and Bahar. 


3^5 


Shujah ad Dowlah after twelve yearsV government of Ben- A. H. i: 
gal, (the inhabitants of which llill Ipeak with veneration of the 
lenient exercife of his authority,) dying, was fucceeded by his 
fon Alla ad Dowlah Serferauz Khan, a young prince, whofe 
character as a moral and religious , man Hands high on ‘ the pages 
of native, hiHory. Eufuff Alee Khan, who writes that, of Ma^ 
habut Jung, and Hrives to apologife for his ufurpation, as the 
effedt of neceffity and felf-defence, fays, ** SerferaUz Khan was 
a prince of exemplary virtue ^ for . though he ppfleffied every 
incitement to voluptuoufnels in addition . to the feafon of 
youth, yet he was not addicted to fenfual enjoyments; and 
during, his ffiort government, iii the courfe of which I was 
conftantly with him, I never beheld in his' condud: even a 
tendency towards a vicious adtion. But, alas ! he was ig- 
norant of the arts of policy, and poffieffed hot an addrefs or 
manners to conciliate the world, fo that he became a prey 


<e 
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to the machinations of his 


Serferauz ' Khan at firH 
father in office, but ffiortly. 


enemies. 


confirmed all the. fervants of. his 
impelled by the, clamour of his 
own dependants, who naturally wiffied. to ffiare in the advan- 
tages of goyernmeht, he took the deWanny from Hajee Ahmud, 
and removed His friends Aulum Chund Royroyan and Juggutt 

K r 2. " Seet 


* Impreffing terror in war. 
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Seet from their employments; which gave much dlfgufl; to thc' 
“ two brothers, who had for feme years, through their influence 
■with Shujah ad Dowkh, governed Bengal. Hajee Ahmud re- 
folved on the deftrudtion of his mafter, and privately^ concert-, 
ed with Mahabut Jung to depofe, him j. but at the /ame 
time had the addrefs to make Serferauz Khan believe, till too 
'late, that he was attached to his interefts, and even to perfuade 
him to diiband a great part of his army, fo unneceflarily ex- 
penflve in a time of profound peace. He pretended that he. 
was weary of the cares of ofiBce, and to thank the navob for 
relieving him of a burden, and giving him the indulgence of 
religious retirement in his old age; at the fame time exprelT- 
ihg his readinefs to give his advice on, public affairs. His 
Kypocrify fucceedei on the unfufpedting mind of the prince, 
though' he was frequently warned by friends of the danger of 
(lonfiding in a dilplaced minifter, and eontinuing his fons and 
dependants in the government of diftrifts,., which they yet en- 
joyed. He even commflnicated to Hajee Ahmud advice which 
had been given him to feize the perfons of himfelf and fa- 
mily 5 but this mark of fincerity, inftead of gaining their loyalty, 
only ferved to make them haften the work of treachery, left 
the navob fhould in time be prevailed upon to follow the 
wholefome counfel of his real friends. . The apologifts of Ma- 
habuf Jung fay, that he had originally no defigns on Bengal, 
but wifhed only to be continued in the government of Bahary 
and would not have confpired againft his patron, had he not 
been perfuaded by his brother, that his ofHce and even life 
'was in danger. Be this as it may,'fome months after his ac- 
■ . . I ceflion, 

^ » If has been laid, (how truly I know not, as I have heard it comradifted 
by many perfons) that the folloning circumnancc encreafed the difguft of the 
Sects. A near relation of their’s, a.young lady of uncommon beauty, was forced 
to ihew herfclf to the navob, who, however, d(d not offer any. other injury, 
but ,this was one, not to be forgiven confifient with Indian honour. 

i 
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Geffion, Scrferauz Kfian, who: had not' yet . received ' the royal 
grants , of confirnaation in. his governinent,: received inteUigence 
from his agent at Dhely, that -Mahabut Jung': had' employed 
emill'aries to bribe the - imperial minifters, and : obtain: foi* him- 
ielf the foubahdary of Bahar independantly,. if ..not of : Bengal. 
It is mod: probable that this information was true, as the court 
of Dhely was become -notorioully corrupt; and even\.its weak- 
nefs made the emperor, .on. the vacancy of: government, deaf 
to jufter claims, and bellow the fucceffion on him whbfe force 
was the flrongell, as the only 'mode of preferving an acknow- 
ledgment of his authority. 

Serferauz' Khan now began to be alarmed'; , and, iii order 
to reduce the influence of Mahabut Jung, he recalled the troops 
' Elation ed with him in Bahar; but they did not obey: him. He 
next 'tried conciliatory meafures to gain his .attachment,^ and 
propofed an alliance between his own fon and a hiece of i Hajee 
^Alimud ; but this offer was, rejedied, and taken hold |pf as a 
pretence for rebellion, under colour of the young lady’s having 
been' already betrothed to. another, : which made the - propofal an 
•indignity to the whole family, that: ought to be .revenged, 
Hajee' Ahmud and his fons wrote heavy complaints of; this in- 
fult to -Mahabut Jung, affuring 'him, that I the .mavob meant . 

' forcibly to celebrate the. nuptials, and unlefs he fliould . prevent 

•them, by fpeedily • hiarching -to Bengal and Irefcuing the lady 
•ancl-themfelves from his power, their, jfamily would he dilhonpurr 
-ed, and perhaps; cut off in defending .their reputation, : by .the 

. tyrant. To' account for .the. felf-fecurity of Serferauz Khan; at 

. this period is impoffible; yfor, ■ thGug;h informed tHat; Mahabut 
Jung was encreafing. his forces, rand phat he ; entertained trea- 
.fbnable deflgns, Hajee Ahmud and- his fons 'Were left at liberty, 
‘-and Atta - Obliah Khian, » the. father.:: of the ' young. lady>; iH cpm- 
; mand ; of ; the ff'oh tibr ' ffatioii . towards . Bahar,; ; nor did . -he take 
^ ' V,'-" . ■ ■ , . the ■ 
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the precaution to colleft his troops. Suddenly he received ad- 
vice, that Mahabut Jung had arrived at Raujemahal, not more 
than three days’ march from the capital, with his army, hav- 
ing gamed the pafles by the connivance of Atta Oollah Khan, 
the fojedaur of that diftridt. From hence he had a letter from 
the rebel, fetfmg forth, that as the indignities offered to his 
iamily had amounted to perfonal dithonour, he had marched 
thus fer without orders, but hoped he Ihould not be obliged to 
come to extremities he withed to avoid; and promifing to re- 
tire, if the navob would lend his brother and nephews with 
their families and effefts to his camp. 

Serferauz Khan on this occalion rejefted the advice of his 
friends to confine Hajee Ahmud, who, with folemn aflevera- 
tions, declaring that Mahabut Jung would on his being allow- 
ed to vifit him, retire to his government, unlefs the navob 
Ihould invite him to his preftnee as a mark of favour, was 
permitted to depart with his family. The navob dilpatched with 
him two confidential perfons, to affurc Mahabut Jung of his 
regard, and learn, if poflible, his real intentions. At the fame 
time, he moved from the capital with about four thoufand 
horfe, and proceeded by eaiy marches towards the rebel. On 
the fourth day his agents returned, bringing him affurances 
from Mahabut Jung that he was loyal to his perfon and go- 
vernment; but requefted that Ghofe Mahummud Khan and 
others, who he knew had prejudiced the navob againft him, 
might be removed from court, that he might fafely come' and 
•pay his refpefts; alfo, that feven lacks of rupees „would be 
given to pay the arrears of thofe troops who had been detached 
with him from Bengal by the late navob. 

Serferauz Khan now Was not to be longer deceived. He 
faw the demands of the rebel in their true light, as made only 

. 
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to deprive . Him of his real- friends, 'and render . Him ;a < defence-^ 
lefs prey; ; to: treachery j ; but, Vinftead, of ; boldly^^ c^^^ 
march, ;he imprudently oppofed ,art . to art jr . in; which / he was 
, unequal. He Yeemingly affented to the requefts of Mahabut jung, 
while he fent emiflaries with large fums to bribe his followers 
to defert himj but they betrayed , their cbmmiffidn, and' the rebel 
taking immediate advantage of the navob’s ; fedurity in' the fuc«: 
cefs of his fcheme, while negotiations, were depending, furprized 
his camp. Serferauz Khan was flain, it 'is fuppofed, by the 
treachery of his attendants, in; the . beginning of the attack* His 
troops, after a very gallant refiftance, in which fuccefs often 
remained doubtful, were defeated, and ; Mahabut Jung , became 
by his vidlory, foubahdar of Bengal, Bahar, , and Orifla;. Ser^ 
ferauz poflefled the government only one year and two months, 
being in his thirty lixth year: at 'the . time of -his death, ,which 
happened in the year 1739. 

Two days after his victory, Mahabut Jung entered the capital, 
and repairing firft to the. apartments of Nuifeefa Begum, daugh- 
ter to Shujah ad Do.wlah, entreated Her pardon for the flaiighter 
of her brother, and affured her of his protection to herfelf and 
the furvivors of her family. He then afcended . the mufnud in 
the hall of audience, and his authority . as foubahdar was ac- 
knovvledged by the officers of government and inhabitants of 
,the city. Having poflelTed ! himfelf of the treafures of the un- 
fortunate, Serferauz Khan, which had accumulated , to an im- 
menfe amount by the favings of his grandfather and father, and 
had not been diminiffied, Mahabut Jung fent a porore of f upees 
in , money, and to the amount of feventy lacs in jewels, plate, 
and rich goods, as an offering to the emperor ^ who, in re- 
turn for this mark of obedience, - ffiortly after confirmed him 

in the government of the three foubahs of Bengal, Bahar, and 
pfiffa. It is faid, thefe fums were but a trifling part of his 

' : f ‘ " . ' acquifitions. 
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aC^uifitions. He conferred krgd fdms on Hs' relations and’ ad- 
herents, and beftowed an* ample gratuity on the troops. Having 
arranged the affairs 6f Bengal, he prepared to reduce Orifla, 
which was as yet tmfubdued to his government. 

Mbotftmd JCoollee Khan, deputy governor of OriSa, fon in 
law to Shujah ad Dowlah who had married the' lifter of the 
late navob, on his overthiow had at firft quietly acknowledged 
Mahabut Jung aS foubahdar, and was continued in office j but 
foon ‘afterwards, at the inftigation of his wife and Baukir 
Khan, his fon in law, who reproached him with cowardice in 
fubmitting to a traitor, he withdrew his allegiance, and pre- 
pared to tevenge the murder^ of his brother in lawj for which 
purpofe he levied an army, and invited the officers of the late 
navob to join his iftandard againft the ufurper. ' , 

Mahabut Jung, on intelligence of his defigns, regarding 
them as the *effe<3: of (artful perfualion on his mind, was wil- 
ling if Jpoffible to avoid a rupture, and wrote letters of affurance 
that he had no enmity towards him j but, as circumftances had 
rendered his ftay in his territories hazardous for the peace of 
both parties, he ‘entreated he would remove either to Dhely by 
way of Moorihudabad, or to Dekkani which was nearer 'Cut- 
tac, with his family and effeiSts. Moorftiud Koollee Khan, juftly 
fearing^ oppolition to Mahabut Jung fruitlefs, would have fol- 
lowed thip advice j but his wife and Baukir Khan, by threats of 
depriving him of his wealth and imputations of cowardice, 
prevailed upon him to anlwer the navob’s letters by infults and 
defiance. Mahabut Jung upon this, leaving his brother Haj'ee 
Ahmud and his nephew iShawamut Jung in charge 'of his capital, 
moved with an ahny towards Cuttac. 
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On intelligence of liis approach, Moorlhud Kdollee Khan. . 
havino- fuminoned his friends to 'a conMtation. kid his fabre^ 
befoi-rtliem, and after inveighing . againft the_ ufurpation and 
treachery of Mahabut Jung, declared his ' intentions of oppofing . 
him, fliould tliey be firm in fupport and attachment, butnther^ife, 
to retire to fome place of fecurity with his femily. The affem- 
bly unanimoufly aflbred him of .their fidelity and ,, readinefs to , 
engage .in. war, 'and tire chiefs of the army at.-hisrequeft re- 
girt the fabre round his waift. After this, he ^oved fiom 
Cuttac, and encamped in a ftrong fituation,Turrounded .by thick 
.woods and a river, fortifying his camp with nearly three hun- 
dred pieces of cannon. 

: Mahabut Jung fpeedily arrived on the ^ bank of the. river,, 
within a few mul of the enemy, and 

pable of difiodging him from his fecure pofition. In this_ fim- 
a'tion his camp was but- iU fuppHed vyith provifions, the 

being attached to Moorlhud Koollee Khan, and cutting , off Jis 
convoys, fo that' the troops foon began to murmui. M 

aHengT imprudently moved from .f ' °®Jhe en- 

■ tie ., which was I glaifiy^ accepted by . M^^bm^.Jung^ . 

. of the latter. Moorlhua,RoolleeT<han,ririsfon^ in law, anffck^ 

dependants, made .good their retreat to Bakfore, ^ 

.fi4': whence they, embarked on aboard. Ihips, and: ^ 

at Maffulipatam, on the cpaft ; of Coromandel, where ley ^ 

generoully received by the .fojedaur, Anw^ ^ Pten I ^^n. . _ , 

. raja of Ruttepore.. on.the borders, of ^G.riC6,>eanng of te 
.' flight, with a magnanimous- humanity^^detached a 

..a oiriM, Mb, »a ^ 
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refidetice, where he delivered them to Baukir Khan, who Vas 
fent to receive them. • 

) 

Mahabut Jung after his vidory marched to Cuttac, and hav- 
ing arranged the affairs of the province, entrufted the govern- 
ment to his nephew Sowlut Jung, one of the fons of Hajee 
Ahmud. He then returned to Moorfliudabad, and employed 
himfelf in regulating the concerns of Bengal, in' which he con- 
fulted the eafe and fatisfaftion of the public. .To the women 
and dependants of the late navob he granted hberal allowances, 
and allotted them lands and houfes at Dacca, where they re- 
tired. Nuffeefa Begum, After to Alla ad Dowlah. having accepted 
the fuperintendance of the haram of Shawamut Jung, was treated 
with the higheft relped, and" the revenue of the ‘Khaufi Ta- 
loofc and all eftates bought by her grandfather, Jaffier Khan, 
left at her difpofaL A fon of her brother’s, born on the day 
of his death, whom (he had adopted, was permitted to refide 
with her, and treated with parental fondnefs by Mahabut Jung* 
and his nephew. - ■ 

t , 

Sowlut Jung, in his government of Cuttac did not adt with 
that prudence becoming his fituation. He vexed the adherents' 
of Moorfhud Koollee Khan, who had remained in the province! 
under promife of not being molefted in their eftates, by fines 
and extortion, on pretence that they had fecreted money be-’ 
longing to their late chief; and, being much addidted to plea-' 
fure, was guilty of excefles in procuring women for his haram 
from the inhabitants. To thefe oppreflions he added an'impos 
litic negledt of the troops ftationed with him by his uncle, in 
lelTening their pay to garrilbn allowance, which gave great dif- 
guft, fo that numbers left his fervice. Their places he filled 

with 

* A dillri£k round Moorlhudabad, of which Jafiicr Khan had purchafcd the 
proprietary. 
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. with natiyes ■ of Cuttac, who, for /the. fatisfadlon of living at 
-hqme, accepted . of * a trifling, falary. Thefe men'; were fecretly 
attached to the .late governor, whofe fon in law now- refided 
on the; borders of tlie province, in hopes of opportunity ofFer- 
' ing to - renew his attempts.; The condud of Sowlut jung, be- 
coming daily more oppreffive to the people,: they at length 
invited -Moorlhud KooUee Khan to . return s'- but he was too fond, 
■of Iiis prefent retirement to hazard his perfon, and: rejedled their 
offers. They then had recourfe to Baukir Khan,: who gladly 
accepted their promifes of fupport; and meafures were fb fecretly 
contrived, that Sowlut Jung Was fuddenly taken prifoner, in his 
palace in a general infurredtion of the people, afid delivered to^ 
Baukir Khan, who affurned the government of Guttac. 

' Mahabut Jung, on intelligence of this event, lofl no time 
in prepa;ringv to remedy the difailer. ■ His brother Hajee Ah- 
mud, and the mother of Sowlut Jung, apprehenEve for’ the- 
fafety of their- ' fon,.. would have prevailed upon him. ; to give 
up Orida to Baukii* Khan on promife of allegiance, and - at- 
tributed his fuccefs .to aids he had received from Nizam al 
Moolk,; whom it would be; impolitic to difpleafe> as it ^might 
bring upon him the force . of Dekkan and lofs of - Bengal ; but 
' he paid no attention to their ' advice. In .a'fhort time his forces 
were ready and, -having left Shawaniut Jung in the command^ 
of ” Moorfhudabad, he began his march at the, head of twenty 
thoiifand ' horfe : and foot; "As an encouragement to his chiefs,. 

' he/ had' ordered tliem to / make confiderable additions to their 
■ corps, and promifed a' reward of a lac of rupees to .the perfon. 
who fhould recover So wiut Jung from captivity,- and If he- fliould. 
be the. commander of ; a .corpse to give two months .pay ad.- 
^ ditionaliy-to . each man. 

S fa 
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Biukir Khan, on the approach of the 'navob, entrenched 
himfelf on the banks of the Mahanuddeej but having little 
hope of fuccefs againll: fo powerful an enemy, fent off his bag- 
gage and family to Dekkan. Refolved that Sowlut Jurig Ihould 
not furviveihis defeat, he placed him in a covered “rutt, under 
the charge of two Moguls, who had orders to kill him, Ihould 
the troops of Mahabut Jung purfue and come up with them. 
To make his death the furer, he privately ordered the efcort of 
horfe who guarded the carriage, on the approach of an enemy, 
to thruft their Ipears into it, and deftroy both the viftim "and 
the executioners. Mahabut Jung attacked the entrenchments of 
Baukir' Khan, who was deferred in an inftant by his troops, 
too much intimidated to make refiftancej and the vidlors pur- 
fued fo clofely, that they fpeedily overtook the efcort of Sowlut 
Jung, when numerous fpears were thruft into the carnage, 
and one of the Moguls was 'killed, but 'Sowlut Jung efcaped 
unhurt, by the wounded man’s falling upon him. The other 
Mogul was (lightly wounded, and made his efcape, while the 
purfuers were relealing their recovered prince. Mahabut Jung 
having returned thanks for his eafy viiftory, and the fafety of 
his nephew from fuch -imminent danger, fent him, with a 
conCderable force for his protedtion, to his parents at Moor- 
ihudabad, not thinking it prudent to entruft him again with 
the^ government of Cuttac. The women and family of Sowlut 
Jung, who had been detained prifoners in a fortrefi, were re- 
leafed on news of the vaftoiy by the garrifon, ,and , efcorted 
fafely to him. The navob, having regulated the affairs of the 
recovered province, gave the deputation of it to an officer of 
experience, named Mahummud Mafoomj and apprehending no 
pew danger, near, permitted moft of the troops to retire to their 
homes, while he, with only his principal chiefs and about five 
thoufand horfe, marched flonly towards his capital,' enjoying 

the 

• A carriage drawn by oxen. 
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the ainuf^ment of hunting on' the .way; but this calm was 
fuddenly overcaft' by ftorms, which threatened his deftrudion, 
and the defolation of the . provinces. ^ 

\ r ‘ " 

Mahabut Jung was encamped near Midnapore, when intelli- 
gence- arrived. that Bofkar Pundit had been detached by Rago- 
jee Bhofelah, tho Mharatta chief of Berar, at the head of forty 
thoufand horfe, to demand the “choute of Bengal, and was 
rapidly advancing towards him ; but the navob, not expeding 
that they would enter by OrilTa, - was little alarmed at the re- 
port, as he had received advice of their intention to pafs through 
Bahar, and had intended on his return to 'the capital to ^ take 
meafures to rehft them, for which he fancied he ihould have 
ample time before they could ' reach that province. In .this, 
however,* he was midaken, as aa exprefs fuddenly arrived that 
the enemy was within- twenty cofs of his camp. Mahabut Jang 
upon this haftened his march to Burdwan, a conhderable town, 
intending to place in it his heavy' baggage, and engage the 
Mharattas. Shortly after his arrival they appeared, and laid wafte 
the, environs of the camp with * lire and fword. Some Ikirmilhes 
took place with little lofs on either fide; the enemy, whofe 
objed was plunder only, not chufing to rilk a general adion. 
Some days palled in this manner, 'when Bolkar Raow propofed 
evacuating the country for a contribution of ten lacs of rupees, 
but this was refufed ; and Mahabut Jung refolved to pulh his 
way . to Moorlhudabad, where he could recruit his fcattefed 
force. He ifiiied orders .for the greatefi: part of the heavy bag- 
gage and camp followers to remain at Burdwan, but in vain, 
as they were too much alarmed to trull: themfelves Jn the town ; 
but the confequence of their difobedience was nearly fatal. On 

the firll day’s^ march, the Mharattas furrounded the line^, and ^ 

' ■ Mahabut 

® A fourth part of the revenues, which the Mharattas demanded from every 
province. This claim is explained in the account of Dekkan. 
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Mahabut Jung, unable to defend the numerous crowd of ufe- 
lefs attendants and market people of his army, now reduced to 
lefs than five thoufand fighting men, had the mortification of 
lofing the chief part of his baggage, artillery, and tents. When 
he halted for the night, only a fmall tent could be procured 
for his reception. _ He now difpatched a meflenger with offers 
to pay the ten lacks of rupees to , the Mharattas ; but Bofkar 
Raow refufed, and demanded a * corore, with all the elephants 
belonging to the navob. Mahabut Jung refufed filch degrading 
conceffions, and the next day proceeded on his march, which 
was haraffed as ufual, and what little baggage remained fell a 
prey to the enemy; who, however, could make no impreffion 
on the main body, and were often repulfed from the charge. 
For three days a running fight was kept up, during which the 
greatefl; difirefs for provifions and Ihelter from heavy rain was 
experienced by the troops of Mahabut Jung. On the fourth he 
reached Cutwa, which the Mharattas had laid wafte, and de» 
ftroyed large magazines of grain by fire; but enough remained, 
though in a parched ftate, to be an acceptable fupply to an 
army almoft perilhing with hunger. Here the navob encamped, 
on the bank of the river Bhaugruttec, fecured by his pofitioa 
from further infult of the enemy; and having written to his. 
capital of the fituation he was in, Sowlut Jung joined him ex- 
peditioufly with a confiderable reinforcement, and plentiful fup- 
plies of provifions from the oppofite bank of the river, which ' 
was yet unmolefted by tlie enemy. 


Bolkar Pundit, the Mharatta general, from the fear of pair- 
ing the rains in the country of an enemy who had fo gal- 
lantly oppofed him, would have now retreated to Berar ; but 
Meer Hubbeeb, an officer of Mahabut Jung’s, who had been 
taken prifoner and accepted the fervice of the Mharattas ad- 

i;* ‘ vifed 

• Vpwatds of a million flcrllng. 
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vifed him to remain, offering to provide fubfiftance for his army,' 
and to guide a detachment to MoorHiudabad, ■ which rnight eafily 
be plundered, it being .unfortified. Bofkar relifhed his propofal, ’ 
and entruffed him with the command of fome thoufand horfe.' 
The navob, .having intelligence of this defign, left Cutwa, and 
hafiened to the capital, where he arrived one day after Meer 
Hubbeeb, who had already plundered the fuburbs, elpecially the 
fadtory of Juggut Sect, to the amount of three lacs of rupees. 
On die arrival of Mahabut Jung he retreated, and prevailed on 
Bolkar to encamp at Cutwa for the rainy feafon ; and the navob, 
fatisfied xvith having preferved the city from plunder, deferred 
further operations till he could recruit his army, and ffrengthen 
the capital by new works. The enemy, while the fords per-* 
mitted, two or three times advanced to .Plafiey and Daoodpore'^ 
not many miles diftant from Moorfhudabad, plundering the vil- 
lages, till the fwelling of the Bhaugruttee confined them to the 
oppofite fliore. During the rains, Tofkar Pundit, by means of 
Meer Hubbeeb, pofleffed himfelf of Hughly, Injalee, and all 
the diftridls of Burdwan and Midnapore as far as Balafore, allb 
Bheerbhoom, Raujefhawee, and Raujemahal ^ fo that, .except 
Moorlhudabad' and its environs, nothing remained to the navob 
weft of the Ganges in Bengal; but the diftridts to the eaft of' 
that river afforded him ample refources. The. inhabitants' of 
the capital, during the rainy fealbn, for the moft' part moved 
with their families and effefts acrofs the Ganges for the greater 
fecurity. The families, treafures, and valuables of Mahabut 
"Jung and his relations, were alfo fent over that river to Go- 
dagauree, under the care of Shawamut Jung, who returned to 
the capital after he had provided a place of fafety for them. 

Mahabut Jung pafied -the rainy feafon in raifing new levies 
and encouraging his troops; to whom he diftributed ten lacs' 
of rupees, which he had promifed them when fufrounded by 

, ' the ' 
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the Mharattas. The dry weather had not yet commenced, 
when he marched from Moorihudabad, and crofled the Bhaug- 
ruttee over a bridge of boats, without oppofition from the ene- 
my, who ftill continued in their camp at Cutvva, which 'was 
divided from the navob’s army by a deep rivulet, much fwollen 
by the rams. Mahabut Jung durilig the night ordered a bridge 
of boats to be thrown acrofs it, -which was done without being 
perceived by the enemy. About midnight, Meer Jaffier Khan, 
Muftapha Khan, and other chiefs, at the head of a chofen 
body, began to . crofs. Half, of this detachment had fcarcely 
reached the oppofite bank,, when a boat in the middle^ of the 
bridge was loofened, and funk by the weight of paffengersj 
and the troops in the rear preffing on, numbers were pulhed 
in and drowned, before the accident was difcovered. Six hun- 
dred men are faid to have perilhed in this manner } but fuch 
was the, ardour of the troops and conduit of Mahabut Jung, 
that the accident was foon repaired, and by daylight the whole 
army had crofled, and prepared to attack the enemy. Bolkar 
Raow wastfo intimidated at this bold and unexpefted meafure, 
that he fled with the utmoft precipitation, -leaving great part 
of his baggage and tents behind him, but was fo rapidly pur- 
fued, as to lofe a confiderable number of men within two cols 
of CutWa, where he tried to make a Hand, but m vain, his 
troops flying on the navob's approach. He continued his re- ' 
treat to the woods of Pacheet, and was followed by Mahabut 
Jung fo clofely, that .finding it impoflible to gain the pafles by 
this route, he changed it, by advice of Meer Hubbeeb, and 
returned into the forefts of Biflienpore, fo as to deceive his puf- 
ftiers, and gain the open country by way of Chunderkoona into 
Midnapore. Here he encamped, and detached a force againfl: 
Cuttac, which was but ill defended by troops j and the gover- 
nor, Mafoom Khan, raflily marching out with his fmall force, 
was defeated and llain. 


Mahabut 
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\ ;MaIiabut Jung ^ ha vin'g at ■ laft procured r intelligence: ' of the 
change of the enemy’s route, marched^ back,' : and hafteried to 
Burdwan. From thence he advanced to Midnapore, w 
JRaow,: encouraged by his late liiccefs againft. Mafoom Khan, gave 
him battle, but was defeated with jgreat jQaughter,, and ■ fled by 
way of Cuttac, to the borders of his own country. The navob, 
not thinking it neceflary to purfue. beyond his owm: territories, 
now completely evacuated by the enemy, having entrufted the 
government of Cuttac to Abd arRuflb 61 .Khan> returned triumph- 
antly, to his capital. . The emperor Maliummud Sha\yi;:aa a mark 
of approbation, now conferred upon him the title of j ^Hiflaana 
ad Dowlah, with a khelaut, fword and dagger fet wkh je^^ 
alfo a . lirpeach and collar of pearls. ' The title , of . ^Iti&^ ad 
zDowlah . was conferred on Shawamut : Jung,;: that; of: Mahaum'ad 
:Dowlah on Sdwlut Jung, and that of ^'^ Hitteram^ ad :pGwIah on 
: Hybut Jungj his three nephews ; and inferior ranks and titles, 
on the principal officers of his army.. ; : ■ . :( . . ; • : • 

Mahabut juiig, on the flril ' mvaiion of the ^ Mharattas, - had 
•applied to the emperor for alflfliance j: and,. Suffder ;’ Jung,; nayob 
; bf Oudci was ordered with his troops into', Bengal, but; had 'ad- 
■vanced no farther -than Patna, the capital of Bahar, when: Bpfk.ar 
:Raow was defeated, .Mahabut : Jung,; encouraged ;'by victory, now 
thought himfelf fully equal to the defence of Bis provinces ; 
'•^and informing Suffder Jung that he - had rid . further ; occaflon for 
Tuccours, .Mrequefted him to' •quit Patna iand.> return, home, which . 
che didi though; with; fome i;reiuGtance,’.,having intended, it is faid, 
-had Mahabut Jung been rworfted :by; his;reri'emy,. to 'have: added 
■ Bahar to his own : government, f puring his ; flay -^at .'Pa.tnai : he 
■ '.Vox..; II. y,.;?;; -.Tst:;: Bad 

" Force of the fiate., • 
f Eminent in -tlie ftate* 

^ Regulator of the ftatCe - 
Dignifier of the . ftate,' ' 
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hati 'felcfted feme 1 pieces of; artillery and elephants belonging to 
the! deputy governor for his own ufe, witliout the content of 
Mahabut Jung , and he not reliihing fuch adts of autlionty in ah 
auxiliary, was much offended, fo that a coolnefs took place bel 
’tween'them j< and had not^Suffder Jung thought prop’eri to rel 
'treati in all probability" am open* rupture would have foon fucceeded 
his refufal. • i ^ ^ii ’ ^ 

, f J . , . . 5 

- ’.'The attempts of theiMharattas on Bengal did not end 'with 
the defeat t of Bolhar Raow. Ragojee Bhofela, enraged , at 'the 
trepulfe of' his general, immediately prepared a new army, at the 
head'iof which he entered". Bengal wiAout' delay. At the'farnc' 
•time, ‘Ballajee Raow,* the principal Mharatta chieii advanced 
‘with a confiderable 'force to receive payment of a draft of’ eleven 
'lacs of rupees, given by’ the emperor on Mahabut Jung, but with 
ptbfeffed declarations of hffording his affillance to him .againft 
the former, by orders from Dhely. Ragojee having entered the 
country by way of Beerboom, fixed his head quarters in the 
'diflridl of Bur^wan," while Ballajec marched through Bahar to 
the" bank of the Bhaugruttec, not very far from the capital. Ma.- 
habut Jung advanced to meet him, and an interview took place, 
at which it Was agreed, that both armies fhould adl in con- 
> 'junftion againft Ragojee. It is fuppofed,'^ the navoh paid a great 
film for his ‘ alliance -with this Mharatta general, whofe coming 
to Bengal is varioully accounted for. Some attribute it to 'the 
'emperor’s orders, in confequence of the requeft of Mahibut Jung;'- 
others, to ‘the royal anger, at his ufurpation of the government; 
but it" is ’more probable, that Ballajee was allured by the prof- 
'pedl of obtaining a confiderable plunder in Bengal, and gratify- 
fing his enmity againft the Berar chief, than that he Ihewed any 
' ‘ regard 

I - , 

* Ballajee and Ragojee at this time were at enmity as tivals for the peiK-' 

walliip or minifiry of the Mharatta^ Hates. '* 

* One hundred and ten thoufand pounds. 
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Regard to : Mahummud -Shaw- s ^lpjDrpbation' lor diflike, of; the con- 
dud: of iMahabut Jung. : \ Both . armies. ;n^ to. expel! 

Ragojee from.- Burd wan,- , and : continued , together for days, 

when Ballajee, not' liking the flow movement of the Bengal troops, 
took upon hitiifelf the punilhment of the . Berar . chiefs . and left 
the navpb.. Ragojee fled, as he . advanced, to his own country ; 
and Mahabut Jung, having thus prudently cleared the provinces 
of his enemy, returned to .Moorlhudabad:; b he did 

not in diis: campaign ;fuffer : lofs: in~the field> that, of the revenue 
was great, as the unfortunate . inhabitants of . the defencelefs vil- 
lages were, plundered without -mercy hoth the .Mharatta 
armies ; nor were their Galamities yet at .an end ifrdm'. the .in*- 
vaders.^-' s' -a'--.- 


: Ragojee the - year following.- again;fent 'Bplkaf Raqwj 
" head of twenty . thoufarid . horfe, to invade Bengal, ; . but with ..or- 
ders-, to offer peace,' ‘to liavqb fubmit to ^p'ay r .a heavy 

contribution^ "as he- had done to Ballajee; ^ Mahabut, Jung on 
their approach moy^ hiS' army and encamped at . Mun- 

kirra, only ten miles from his , capital> haying it in contempia- 
tioii to take^^.advantage' of the deflrerhis enemy had . for money 
' ,to allure the principal -chiefs -to an interview by ’ promifes of 
large fums, - and cut thenl off by treachery ; which, if effeded, 
he - Could eafily ' vanquifli an i army deprived Of its; leaders. With 
iuch views,'- difpatched Mufldpha :Rhan and ; Raja Janegee 
Ram to the^^^O^^ witff -propofals,' of : peace ^ and. an 

- invitation; to B^^ to corhe ‘to ian: interview, fliould the 

terms 'of friendlhip be accepted. Bolkar Raow.’ demanded heavy 
contributions ; to . which :the ' agents, - readily cpnfented, provided 
he would vifit Mahabut - the, fame time daily fent 

jhim frie^ and valuables prbfents. ; At . length,, the Mha- 

ratta, blinded by avarice, xonfented, and a day v/as appointed. 
The ;‘naVoh' having, communicated Bis intentions to his- nephew 
' ■ ' ' . T t 2 ' ' • , Sowlut 
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Sowlut Jung, Jaffier ‘’IChah, 'and Fakeer’Oollah Beg,' Commanded 
them to feledl a confidential band of men, and 'draw'them^ up 
within the ikree'ns 'round -the', tent of audience, with orders 'to 
rufh upon Bolkar'and his attendants upon, a fignal,', which he 
appointed, promifing liberal rewards for theit obedience. ;At 
length, the day fixed being arrived, Bolkar Raow nioved from 
Cutwa with the greateft part of his ’army, and on his , arrival 
near the navob’s encampment, leaving his troops , drawn up in 
order of. battle,' advanced with other, principal chiefs and his 
attendants. The j Bengal troops were drawn, up^ to receive 
him. ‘Near the tent of audience he difmounted, and entered the 
enclofure of fkrcens_^with his companions,, fupported-; by Mufta- 
pha Khan and Raja Janegee Ram, who foon after, however, 
contrived to quit him. Mahabut Jung eagerly enquired as he 
advanced, which was Bdfkar Raow? and on hisfbeing pointed 
out, cried' out with a loud voice, “ Cut down 'the infidel.” In 
an inftant .the appointed band ruflied oh their viftims, andjlofkaij 
Raow, with nineteen officers of rank, were flaughtered. t The 
navob^now mounted his elephant, and -putting himfelf at 'the 
head of his troops, furioufly charged the 'Mharatta line j which, 
not expe£ting an attack and deprived of their generals, Jwas 
routed in an inftant. Mahabut Jung purfued the, enemy to 
Cutwa, their Handing camp, which had been left under the 
command of Ragoo Gicowaur, who had uniformly refufed to ac- 
company Bolkar to the fatal interview. ' Being informed of. the 
fate of his general, he fled ' with fprecipitation,’ and , evacuated 
the provinces without- attempting to revenge the r ma/Tacre. Ma-.^ 
habut Jung returned to Moorlhudabad j . and ^having diftributed 
ten lacs of rupees, as a gratuity ^to .the .troops, ^conferred liberal 
rewards on thofe chiefs who had^aflifted 'moftly ;in the-corn- 
pletion of his infidious andjbloody viftory. Hajee^Ahmud .about 
this time being pfiended at > his . brother, for refilling, him^ the. 
fojedauty of Hughly, though he- had a greateri.rev'enue, .than he 
~ ” ‘could 
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could expend, and the office he defired was conferred on his 
own fon Sowlut Jung, who had been without any confequential 
employment fince his unfortunate adminiftration at Cuttac, re- 
tired in difguft to Patna,' where he devoted himfelf in his old 
age to fcnfual enjoyments. 

Mahabut Jung, now freed from foreign enemies, was affidu- 
oudy employed in the regulation of his provinces, and forming 
plans for the repair of that defolation which the Mharattas 'had 
Spread through all the diflrids weft of the river Ganges ; but 
a ftorm foon arofe within his own dominions, which was more 
threatening to his power than the armies of Detkan. He had, 
in order to attach his chiefs to his intereft during the war, 
been lavifli of his favours, and more fo of pfomifes of future 
rewards ; but which, now finding inconvenient to fulfil, he broke 
through ; which ■ gave offence to many, but particularly to his 
•principal general, Muftapha Khan. 

Muftapha Khan had been conftantly the chief counfellor and' 
agent of Mahabut Jung. To his fidelity and valour he in great 
meafure'owed his acquifition of the mufnud of Bengal, and his 
fuccefs ' over- the Mharatta invaders. • To his addrefs' he was 
indebted .alfo for -the decifive, but treacherous blow, given to 
his enemies, by the late aflaffination of Bofkar Raow and his 
officers j and, it is fajd, that for this laft fervice he had promifed 
'him the 'government of Bahar, which was held hy his nephew 
and fon in law, Hybut Jung. The general 'was preffingforthe 
performance of his promife, and in fuch a manner, as ftiewed 
he rather efteemed himfelf (.the partner in authority than fervant 
of the navob. He interfered alfo, by his recommendations of 
perfons to office, with the plans of Mahabut Jung, who grant- 
ed many favours tp his' importunity, but every compliance was 
inftantly fucceeded by new requefts^ fb -that the navob was in 
. . ' . • danger 
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danger of becoming a tool in the hands of his general, a fitua- 
tion which his high fpirit could not broqk. To fuch a pitch 
had Muftapha Khan carried his influence, that the zemindars of 
Bengal, when the dewan, or levcnue collectors, puflied them 
for payment, or enforced arrangements, they did not chufe, 
however necellary and juft, bribed him to fkreen them from 
the refentment of the navobj who, to pleafe his minifter, (whom 
he Viflied not to difguft in a feafon of danger) too often re- 
pealed his own orders, to the 'injiSry of liis treafury and autho- 
rity, infomuch that the civil officers of government became of 
little confequence' in the eyes of the renters. Mahabut Jung 
bore with the evil till it was becoming dangerous j but on the 
general's ‘demanding the province of Bahar, he was obliged to 
refufe, fearing,’^ from his own conduft in a fimilar fituation, that 
Mviftapha Khan would finally direft the force which that go- 
vernment would give him, againft his patroni as he himfelf had 
done againft the unfortunate Alia ad Dowlah. He endeavoured, 
however, by every means to fatisfy him for his breach of pro- 
'mife, but in vain. Muftapha Khan had refolved to eftablifh 
himfelf in Bahar, and would not be put off. It is faid, that 
he ’ had even views upon Bengal, to fatisfy which he would 
not have (pared the life of his mafter. Jealoulies now took 
place, and each party became fufpicious of the otl.er’s intentions, 
knowing that aflaffination was an engine they each could make 
ufe of without remorfe, and' which, perhaps, both watched an 
opportunity to employ. Appearances of regard were howevtr 
kept up between the navob and his general ; but the latter now 
'always went well guarded in his vifits to court. At length, an 
accident brought affairs to a cnfis, which produced an open 
rupture. 

Muftapha Khan, one day intending to pay his refpefts to the* 
navob, difpatched before him two of his principal officers, to 

obferve 



. HISTORY OF BENGAI.. 

obferve tlie , Hate of the audience, chamber, and remark there, 
were figns of treachery againft him; a precaution he had uifed 
Hnce the coolnefs had taken place. The ojfHcers having made 
their obeifance to, the prince, fat down to wait the arrival of 
the general,’ when, juft as it was announced, ; a eunuch, came 
from the interior apartments, and informed, Mahabut Juiig, that 
his Begum was fuddenly taken; ill, and defired to: fee .him^ 
navob rofe up, and, retiring, vdefired that the ofRcers Would ex-. 
cafe him for a few minutes to their general. , At this inftant, 
the tread of feet and uncommon ruftling was, heard in the 
paftage to the harani, which the ofKcers,* ever, fufpicious- of 
treachery, fuppofing to proceed from armed men concealed to 
aftaffinate their lord, and- the navob’s departure giving colour to' 
their apprehenfions, tliey ruilied out, , and informed Muftapha 
^ Khan, who was now alighting in the court, of theii*. fears. iThe 
general, prepared for alarm 'by the cpnfciouneft. of his; own evil 
defigns, remounted; and, haftening precipitately jtd, his canton- 
ments, reflifed to return,, though the navob, who had -almoft 
inftantaneoufly come back to the chamber of audience, ;dilpatch- 
ed after him his nephew , Shawamut Jung • to inform^ him that 
he was waiting to receive liim, and anxious to enquire the 
caufe of his fudden departure, with folemn affurances, that no 
treachery had been intended. On the return /"of : his nephew, 
Mahabut Jung would have gone in perfon to- perfuade him of his 
Sincerity; but the entreaties of his -family,"whowere alarmed for 
-his , fafety, prevailed upon him to give up that hazardous dehgn. 
Every trial, was 'made to calm the apprehenfions of the general, 
but in vain;- and he now Ppenly^^^ ^ his intentions of 

quitting the .navob's fervice with his friends, . and demanded the 
arrears of pay due to himfelf -arid followers. Mahabut Jung • 

. gladly complied with his wifiies, "and; paid without delay . ieven- 
, teeniacs of rupees/ without, examining his accounts ; at the fame 
• '' ' •' ^ ' / • ■ ■■ ^ •;tirne 

» One hundred and feventy thoufand pounds. 
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time commanding him,' as 'he was refolved to leave his fervice, 
to quit his dominions. Muftapha Khan, emboldened by the 
Teadmefe with which the navob fatisfied his demands, and re- 
garding it as a proof of weaknels and fear, made propofals ' to 
the Afghaun commanders of corps to depofe Mahabut Jung, 
and divide his territories equally among them. Shumflieer Khan, 
a confiderable chief, agreed to join him ; but the reft, as Serdaur 
-Khan, Rahim Khan, and others, declined, faying, , that if Mahabut 
Jung had injured him by withholding his jufl. demands, they would 
readily have affifted _him in enforcing redrefsj but to mutiny 
for no Caufe, lOr behave ungratefully to their benefedtor, they 
efteemed bafe and diflionourable. The navob took care to im- 
prove this good difpofition by prefent gratuities and promifes of 
fevour to the loyal chiefs and their followers; but, not willing 
- to hazard the fafety of his capital by proceeding to extremities^ 
againft the rebel, was content to guard the city from infult, 
and wait patiently for his departure. At length, Muflapha Khan* 
having ufed every art, but without effedl, to corrupt the army, 
marched from Moorfliudabad with upwards of eight thouland 
'horfe and a great number of foot, having previoufly fet fire to 
his cantonments, with the intention of poflefling himfelf of Rahar. 
The inhabitants of the city, who during the quarrel had been under 
the greateft alarm for their perfons and property, received new life 
from his' departure. The navob, having liberally rewarded his 
troops for their fidelity, particularly Serdaur Khan, Rahim Khan, 
•and Shumflieer Khan, who had been gained over from joining 
the rebel, -now prepared to purfue him. After a few days, 
leaving the city in charge of his nephew Shawamut Jung, he 
began his march; at the Jame time writing to Hybut Jung, 
governor of Ratna, the capital of Bahar, not to hazard an en- 
gagement in the field, and if, he thought that city -not defen-f 
fible, to crofs the river, and move down the oppolite bank, till 
he could form a junflion with his grand army., 

Muftapha 
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Muflapha ' Khan having plundered Raujemahal, and taken 
feme elephants and cannon ftationed there to his own ufe, pro- 
ceeded to Monghyr, of which he gained poffeffion with little 
lofs, :the fortrefs being in a ruinous flate. He next advanced 
towards Patna, hoping to make an eafy conquelh of that city,- 
but intelligence of his defedlion having reached Hybut Jiing, -who 
was then engaged in fome operations . on the oppolite bank of 
the Ganges, he returned expeditioufly, and^ encamped near the 
town, refolved, notwithflanding the contrary advice of his uncle 
■the navob, to oppofe the enemy, however fuperior in num- 
ber. He difpatched a meffenger to Muftapha Khan, defiring to 
know his intentions, declaring, that if they were to feize the 
city, he muft produce the imperial, orders for, his condud^ be- 
fore it fliould be given up 5 ,but, if his dedgn was only to 
pafs through the province into Benaras or Oude, he was wel- 
come to purfue his route any way but through the capital. The 
rebel infolently replied, ‘‘ That -he thought it incumbent upon 
. “ him to deftroy * heretics like Mahabut Jung; and .as the 
feripture faith, ‘ Territory is for him who can- conquer it,* ' 
‘‘ there was no occalion for the imperial grant.*' ^ He concluded 
by afking, “ By what authority was his uncle fupported in. feiz- 
iiig Bengal, and murdering his\ fovereign Serferauz KhanP”, 

Hybut Jung, .not intimidated at the rebel’s approach, pre* 
pared to receive him, though his army did- not confifl: of more 
than five or fix thoufand horfe, great part of them new levies, 
faifed in a hurry, and inexperienced. The enemy fbon appear- 
VoL. II. U u ^ ed, , 

i 

® Muftapha Khan was a Soonni, the feflaries of which are advocates for 
the juftice of the fucceflion to the prophet of the three firft kaliphs, Aboubeker, 
Omar, and Ofmaun," in prejudice to Alee, the prophet’s fon in law. Mahabut 
Jung was of the Sheea feft, who regard Alee as the fucceflbr of the prophet, 
and even his equal in holinefs. The fuperftiticus among them even fay, that 
God commiffioned the angel Gabriel to deliver his revelation to Alee, but that 
he, by miftake, gave it to Mahummud, 
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ed, and attacked his camp withbnt delay ; when Hybtit Jung 
was deferted by all his troops, except a few hundred veterans 
who ^guarded his perfon, on the firft onfet. Muftapha Khan 
was furioufly charging this finall body, when his elephant dri- 
ver being killed by a mufquet (hot, the animal became un- 
ruly, and at the fame time two of his principal officers, Oudal 
Shaw and Hakeem Shaw, were mortally wounded. Unable to 
manage his elephant, he alighted in order to mount a horfej 
but his troops, on miffing him from his 'howdah, fnppofed 
him flain, were feized with a panic, and retreated in confulion 
towards their own camp. Muftapha IChan endeavoured in vain 
to rally and convince them of their error, but was obliged to 
retire. Hybut Jung, not thinking it prudent to purfue, was 
contented with the repulfe of the enemy, and remained within 
his lines. A diftant cannonade and Ikirmilhing was kept up 
for feven days between the two armies, but on the eighth, the 
rebel, after fending off his baggage and tents fome miles, to 
the weftward of Patna, again attacked the lines of Hybut Jung, 
who defended his poft with gallantry and refolution. Muftapha 
Khan, ftill unfortunate,, in the beginning of the aflaiilt was 
wounded in the eye with an arrow, which obliged him to re- 
treat; and having now intelligence of the near approach ofMa- 
habut Jung, he judged it beft to give over Ms defigns on Pat- 
■ na,' and ’march towards the frontier of Bahar. He was fpon 
purfoed by the united forces of the navob -and his nephew- from 
place to place, till he had palled the borders into the territories 
of Suffder Jung; not chufing to hazard an engagement, as Ms 
troops were difpirited by their late repulfes, and the lofs of their 
two principal chiefs. He expefted alfo to be foon joined by 
a body of Mharattas, in conjunftion with whom he hoped to 
be more fuccefsful at a future period. He retired under the 


■ A feat ufed on elephants. • 
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' walls of the fortrefs of *Chunar, and Mahabut Jung did not 
chufe to run - the rilk of embroiling himfelf with the navpb of 
Oude by carrying the purfuit into his dominiohSo 

The navob had fcarcely returned to Patna, when he received 
intelligence, that Ragojee Bhofela, encouraged by alTurances of 
afliilance from Muftapha Khan, and eager to revenge the aflaffin- 
ation of Bofkar Raow and his officers, had marched towards Ben- 
gal with a large army, and was rapidly advancing. Mahabut 
Jung, leaving Hybut Jung to defend Bahar and watch the mo- 
tions of the rebel, haftened to Moorfhudabad for the defence 
of that city, and prevent, if poffible, a jundlion of the- Mha- 
rattas with Muftapha Khan. At the fame time he fent an 
ambaffador to endeavour to divert Ragojee from his invaiionj 
but that chief, fuppofing Bengal to ' be in a Rate of difafJec- 
tion, and the offers of the navob to proceed from fear, de- 
manded the, unreafonable fum of * three corores of rupees as. the 
price of his forbearance. Mahabut Jung,, though refolved not 
to confent to terms fo exorbitant and diffionourable, yet willing 
to gain time, in hopes , that the rainy feafon, now near, would 
ffop the Mharatta from action, and allow him effedually~ to 
puniffi MuRapha Khan, inRruded his ambaffador to amufe Ra- 
gojee with profeffions of compliance. In confequence of this, 
nearly two months were waRed in negotiation at Burdwan, where 
the enemy encamped ^ and, at the expiration of that time, Ma- • 
habut Jung received the happy intelligence of the defeat and 
death of MuRapha Khan, who had with, great additions to his 
former force invaded Bahar, thinking to make it an eafy con- 
queR, as the invafion of the Mharattas would preVent fuccours 
being .fent from Bengal .but the abilities and good fortune of 

Hybut Jung prevailed againR him. 

' U u 2 ' The 

^ Chunar is a diftria in-Beriaras, and -will be long celebrated in India for 
having been the refuge of Mr, Haftings during the rebellion of Chcyt Sing, 

^ Three millions fterling. 
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The navob,' who had contmued"*at his capital in order to 
convince Ragojee that he was fincere in his defire of peace, 
now ordered his ambaflador to return, and fent him this vaunt-' 
ing meflage: " Thofe who feek peace from an enemy, are 
“ guided either by a fenfe of their ^own lofs or inferiority, or 
“ hopes of advantage; but, praifed be God, the heroes of the 
“ faith feel no dread of encountering infidels. Peace therefore 
“ depends upon this. When the lions of Iflaum lhall fo engage , 
“ the monfters of idolatry, that they lhall fwim in' the blood 
“ of each other, and ftrugglc till one party lhall, overpowered, 
“ beg for quarter.’h Ragojee replied, “ that to obtain this crifis, 
“ he had already advanced near a thoufand jniles from his, 
“ own country; but the navob had not yet moved one hun- 
“ dred, to do him the honours of a meeting.” Mahabut Jung 
rejoined, “ that the rainy feafon being arrived, and Ragojee 
« having fuffered fatigue and inconvenience from -iris lohg march, 
“ it would’ be prudent .for him to fpend the inclement months 
‘‘ in fome convenient fpot, that his troops might refrefli, and 
“ prepare for engagement in the dry feafon, when he would 
“ refpeftfully wait upon him, even to his own dominions.” 
Ragojee, accordingly, encamped in Beerbhoom, and reduced the 
province of Cuttac and molt of Burdwan by his detachments. 

- ■ In the beginning of the cool fealbn of 1158, Mahabut Jung 
marched from his capital to offer battle to the enemy. Rago- 
jee had by this time moved into Bahar, in order to form a 
jundlion with the 'remains of Muftapha Khan’s adherents, who 
Hill continued to infeft the hilly, part of that province under 
Mortuzza Khan, fon to the deceafed chief, and B^lund Khan, 
a principal officer, but were too weak to venture into the open 
country alone. The navob, not being able to overtake the ' 
Mharattas, encamped at Baukipore, a Ihort diftance weft of 
Patna, for fome time; but on. hearing that the enemy had 

crofled 
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croffed the Soane to join the Afghauns, he proceeded to Mohib 
Aleepore, on the banks of that river. 

' Ragojee having effected his purpofe of joining the rebels, 
advanced towards the .navob’s army in great force, and feveral 
engagements took place, in all which the latter was vicStorious, 
particularly in one, when the Mharatta general was fd com- 
-pletely furrounded that he muft have been taken prifoner,. had 
not Shumfheer Khan and Serdaur Khan, two of Mahabut Jung's 
officers, who were privately negotiating a treaty with tlie ene- 
my, purpofely let him efcape. This difcovery of treachery 
alarmed the navob, and he again offered terms to the Mha- 
ratta, but Ragojee would not accept them ; and feeing no ad- 
vantage in oppoling Mahabut Jung in the' held, by advice of 
Meer Hubbeeb, he proceeded fuddenly by quick marches towards 
Moorffiudabad, in hopes of being able to plunder that city 
before the navob could reach it with his army. Mahabut Jung, 
however, moved with fuch expedition, that he arrived only one 
day after the enemy, who had only time to 'ravage part of the 
fuburbs, and retreated, on his approach, acrofs the river Bhau- 
gruttee. The navob followed Ragojee to Cutwa, near which 
he obliged him to engage, 'and defeated him with great daugh- 
ter, when the Mharatta retreated towards Midnapbre. Here, 
having received intelligence of infurre6tions in his own country, 
Ragojee returned haftily to Berar with the bulk of his army, 
leaving Meer Hubbeeb and the Afghaun chiefs for the defence 
of Cuttac ; upon which the navob, giving up for the prefen t 
the recovery of that province, returned to 'his capital, in order 
to refrefh his troops and correct fome abufes which he had 
difcovered among his principal officers. 

It has been already mentioned, that Serdaur Khan and Shum- 
Iheer Khan, during the campaign had fuffered Ragojee to efcape, 

. \vhen 
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when they might have made him prifoner. The navob had 
alfo, while the Mharattas were in the neighbourhood of the 
capital, entrufted the protedion of the roads between it and 
Bogwaungolah, from whence the city was furnillied with fup- 
plies from tlie diftrifts eaftward of the Ganges, to thofe officers, 
who, either through neglcS; or defign, allowed' the marauders 
more than once to plunder the convoys. The navob, upon this, 
removed them from that duty, which he entrufted to his nephew 
Sovvlut Jung, who fulfilled it to his fatisfaiftion, and intercepted 
letters from Ragojee to the former commanders, which proved 
their connivance. Mahabut Jung had concealed his fufpicions 
till the retreat of the Mharattas ; but, upon his return to Moor- 
fhudabad, he difmiffed them with their followers, about fix 
thoufand men, from his fervice, but allowed them to retire to 
their homes in the diftrid of Durbunga, on the eaftern fide of 
the Ganges, in' the province of Bahar. In this feafon of tem- 
poraiy repofe were celebrated the marriages of his grandlbn, 
Serauje ad Dowlah, and Ikraum ad Dowlah, fon to the late navob 
Alla ad Dowlah, who had been adopted by Shawamut Jung, 
who had no children. Upwards of two thoufand rich drefles 
were diftributed on this occalion among the attendants at court, 
and, during a whole month, the populace were feafted at the 
expenfe of the navob. The magnificence of thefe nuptials, the 
brilliant illuminations, fplendid pageants, and grand proceffions 
of the bridegrooms, are ftill fpofcen of with admiration by the 
inhabitants of Bengal. 

, Mahabut Jung, having now refolved to attempt ' the expul- 
fion of the Mharattas and Afghauns from Cuttac, appointed 
‘Meer Jaffier Khan to the command of a confiderable detach- 
ment for that fervice, giving him, by way of encouragement, 

the 

• The fame pcifon who, after the deceate of Mahabut Jung, by the afllft- 
ance of the EiigUlh, acciuired the mufnud of Bengal. 
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the fojedaurees of, Injalee and Midnapore, In addition to the 
office of paymafter general. Meer Jaffier,. on-hts arrival at Mid- 
napore,' defeated a finall body of the enemy, when, being much 

XV Hi„ i *2,““ jr cS “s 

my could be reinforced fro 

Janojee, was preparing . and Meer Jaffier, not 

SSnf to“rd trifence of Midnapore, towaffis 

Burdwan when "'^J““'5us^rr,° anVplunS his^M?- 

Mahabut Jung, upon this, difpatched 

Atta Oollah Khan with a reinforcement, to fuperfede him m the 
^ ^ ,nrl moved alfo himfelf from the capital with his 

command, and mov^ „eceffary. Atta Oollah at Burdwan 

XJ .1.™. bu, h.vb,g f.c„ay 

sxxrx—. ■>:= >“t“r 

■ 47 .ilw W a fanatic officer in- his fervice, who pretenaea to 

5 ;»pw, b. -x- " h: =x‘“ 

r^rMeiTa^L'by a of^t^ ^XrTaffier'attft 

if he .would affift ® remonftrances of his friends 

liftened to the propofal, b , _ ^ concurrence. In- 

on the danger of the attemp , _ however, having reach- 

telligence of this treacherous and, 

ed- Mahabut Jung, he determined to - g;„ Peverely 

on his arrival at Burdwan, chief refrained 

fot his condud in Midnapore, upon wffich thd chiet^^ 

from his j r ido^r ai not fufpeding that his evd de- 

thoufand horfe for Meer Alee Afgir, the fanatic 
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had prophefied his exaltation, and had greatly diftinguiflted him- 
felf in the afliion j but, this the navob refufed, and Atta Oollah 
being difgufted, threatened to leave the army. Mahabut Jung 
was not to be moved, and he accordingly retired with his fol- 
lowers to Moorfliudabad. The navob would now have over- 
looked the faults of Meet Jaffier, and, on the death of a re- 
lation, condefcendingly went to pay him a vifit of condolance, 
as a mark of returning favours but that chief, fuppofjng this 
honour^ to proceed from a dread of his influence, infolently ne- 
gledted the complimentary advance from his tent to meet him; 
on which the navob, in great wrath, laid afide his intentions, 
after he had gone half way, and returned to his camp. He 
now ordered him to give in the accohnts of his office, and 
fend Shujan Sing, his deputy, with them to the durbar. Meer 
Jaffier refufed; upon which the navob removed him from all 
his employments, and offered fervice to his followers in other 
corps, which they readily embraced. The general, finding him- 
felf deferred, would have made conceffions, but the navob or- 
dered him to leave the army, and retire to the capital, 

Mahabut Jung, notwithftanding this diflention and the loft 
of two of his generals, kept the held, and defeated the Mha- 
rattas in feveral engagements. Janojee attempted, like his fa- 
ther, to plunder the capital; but the navob followed him with 
fuch rapidity, that he had not time to execute his deligns; and, 
on the approach of the rains, retired to Midnapore, where he 
cantoned, and Mahabut Jung marched to Moorffiudabad, not 
chufing to purfue him farther till the dry feafon. Meer Alee 
Afgir, the propheiying ffinatic, tvas now obliged by the navob 
to quit the provinces, though Shawamut Jung ufed every en- 
treaty with his uncle to allow him to remain in the city with 
Atta Oollah Khan, whom the navob yet permitted to relide 
there. 


The 
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near the cityj when Hybut Jung again vifited “Serdaur Khan. 
The two next days were chofen for the generals to pay their 
refpeils to him feparately, at the palace, and the navob, in 
order to obviate any fears they might have of treachery, com-' 
manded that only his domeftic fervants ftiould attend him,i 
even to the exclufion of his ufual body guards. Serdaur Khan, 
came the firft day, and having received the cuftomary tokens 
of efteem, returned to his camp. The following morning Hy- 
but Jung repaired to his hall of audience, to receive the pro- 
mifed vtfit of Shumiheer Khan, and, as on the day before, 
would not permit any guards to attend, allowing only a few 
officers of his houfehold to be prefent. Firft came nearly a 
thoufand of the Afghaun infentry, with matchlocks and matches 
lighted, who, after faluting, arranged themfelves in the fquare 
of the palace. A chief, named Moraud Sheer Khan, next en- 
tered, with a crowd of officers, who filled the hall, and eagerly 
prefled to prefent their offerings. This being done, Hybut Jung 
enquired after Shumiheer Khan, and was told he was not far 
off". Moraud Sheer Khan now ordered his companions to take 
leave, and make room for others. They rofe, and according 
to cuftom, 4'eceived each a betel from Hybut Jung, who was 
earneft in diftributing it, when one of the Aighauns, fuddenly 
drawing a dagger, aimed a ftroke at him, but without efFedt. 
One of the navob’s attendants immediately cried out " Treachery j”, 
but Hybut Jung had only time to draw his fabre, when Moraud 
Sheer Khan cut him down, and he fell dead on the pillow of 
his mufnud. Several of his attendants were flain j and the pa- 
lace being filled with the traitors, alfo the flreets of the city 
by the foldiers of Shumiheer Khan, no refiftance could be made 
by the dependants of Hybut Jung. The AfgKauns committed 
great excelfes in the town, the inhabitants of which had no re- 

. medy 

» 

* It is faid, this chief was not a partner in the treafon, as far as tefpe£led 
the ananuiation. 
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medy but to fubmit to their autllorit3^ Shumflieer Khan ordered 
Hajee Ahmud to be brought before him, and demanded an ac-, 
count of his treafure ; but, declining a difcovery, he was tortu- 
red in various modes for feventeen days, till at length he expired, 
not unjuftly punifliedfor his treachery, and fliare in the murder of 
the unfortunate Alla ad Dowlah. About * feventy lacs of rupees 
vvere found buried in his houfe, belides jewels and other valu- 
ables to a great amount. The effedis of Hybut Jung were feized, 
and his Begum Ameena, the daughter of Mahabut Jung, with 
his other women, ' forcibly carried to the camp of Shumflieer 
Khan 5 who, leaving the city under charge of his deputy, fixed 
his head quarters at a little dihance, and engaged in raifing 
new levies with the plunder he had acquired, intending to in- 
vade Bengal. The wealthy inhabitants of Patna were obliged to 
pay large fums, to fave their houfes irom being plundered, and 
a heavy contribution was exadted from • the people at large by 
'the rebels. 

Mahabut Jung, though inwardly deeply affected at' the deaths 
of his brother and nephew, the difgraceful captivity of ' his 
daughter, and the lofs of Bahar, threatened alfo with that of Bengal 
by the invafion of the Mharattas at this alarming crifis, did not 
lofe his intrepidity of . mind, ‘ but fuftained the ftorms of -cala- 
mity with manly refolution, and prepared to' combat the attacks 
' of misfortune; He convened his principal ofiicers, fome of whom 
he had reafon to fuppofe connedted with the rebels, being of 
the iaihe 'tribes, and defired' their advice for his • condudt in the 
. prefent unhappy jundlure of his affairs. They unanimoufly de- 
clared, that they would loyally obey his commands. He replied, 
that his beloved brother and nephew being flain, and their 
Emilies plunged in difgraceful captivity, he found life, undet 
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fuch misfortunes unrevenged, intolerable, therefore knew no re- 
medy but to punith .the rebels, pr die in the attempt. If there- 
fore any .wdhed to follow him to this extremity, he would fpare 
nothing to reward them j but neither would he ' detain thofe 
who might chufe to quit his fervice, having already received 
more obligations from -them than he could repay ' and as he 
had refolved to feek death rather than lead a dithonourable life, 
but few followers where necellary to enable him to obtain the 
former. The chiefs, one and all, exclaimed, “ that they owed 
“ him inviolable gratitude .for his long experienced bounty to- 
“ wards them, and had .no views but to -facrifice their lives if 
“ necefl'ary in 'his fervice 5” to perform which, they bound 
themfelves by oath on' the Korann. Mahabut Jung, now con- 
vinced of their fidelity, paid up their arrears, and prepared to 
march againft the rebels. The Mharattas by this time had ad- 
vanced from Burdwan,' and began to lay wafte within a fhort 
diftance from the capital j but the navob knowing that to fol- 
low thefe marauders, who always avoided coming to adlion, 
would be vain, and give time to the rebels in Bahar to gather 
ftrength, was not to be diverted from his purpofe. He ftati- 
oned Sowlut Jung at Bogwaungolah, to preferve the communi- 
cation for fupplies open between the Ganges and the city, which 
he entrufted to Shawamut Jung, Atta Oollah, and Nowauzuth 
Mahummud Khan, with a body of five thoufand horfe. A 
proclamation was iflued, that he found it necefl'ary to, march 
againtt the rebels, though the Mliarattas were in the environs 
of the cityj and, recommending, to fuch as chofe it, to retire 
with their families to places of greater fecurity, previous to his 
departure. Moll of the inhabitants who could procure convey- 
ance, accordingly moved with their families and effedts acrofs 
the Ganges ; fo that fcarce any but the foldiery and poor re- 
mained. Having finilhed his preparations, he moved from 
Amaunee Gunge, with an army of twenty thoufand horfe and 
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as many foot. In order - to fecure' provifxons, he had colleaed a 
L.e fleet of boats, amply laden, to accompany hxs march up 
tire banks of the Ganges. Meer Jaffier on thxs occafion was 
again taken into favour, reftored to command, and the office of 

tpaymafter general. 

" Mahabut Jung reached Monghyr wjthout oppofition, except 
■in a trifling Liilh with the Mharattas at Bhaugulpqre, _ who 
had marclid to join the rebels. Here' a meffenger was inter- 
cepted with letters, from Atta Oollah 
which he encouraged Aem to ftand, -an o ere 
■their caufe at a convenient opportunity. The navo j 

at Monghyr by fome of the Bahar zemindars 
the late Hy but Jung, .who, informed him, that the re es 
left Patna, and ■ were encamped at Bar, m “““^er ^ ° ^ 

thoufand horfe and foot, expefting to be jomed by the M 

Janojee and Meer Hubbeeb having reached the 
-theibils’ camp, invited them to a -ference.mt whi J 

e„b»c=d r™ of /.SrSdtfrLi d.f, of 

.who. after his audience left, him to to 

goorf 0,0, of 

his own' camp, to detain him, „ „rmv for the fervice 

the expenfes he had incurred in levymg ^n “”7 

f TVThiirattas at whofe inftigation he pr 
of the Mharattas, at w 6 ^ 

aflaffinated Hybut Jung. Hubbeeb, he direft- 

to the knowledge of an 'attendant of Meer HuO ^ 

ed fome of the horfemen who a a P ^ enemy, 

.the camp, but to return 1 “ 

and fpread an alarm that ^ ® ^ j^-g rafter from 

hopes that, by this ' ftratagem. he might fave m 
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the intended treachery. The horfemen fprea'd the alarm, as 
diredted, and much confufion occurred in the rebel's camp; but 
notwithftanding the reprefcntations of Meer Hubbeeb, that the 
prefent was no time for fettling accounts, he was not allowed 
to depart till he had paid a confiderable fum, -and given the 
fecurity of merchants for a much greater. This difpute proved 
highly favourable to Mahabut Jung, by preventing the Mha- 
rattas from afting in conjundtion with the rebels, as the former 
now refolved to watch only an opportunity for plundering either 
army. The following day the navob offered battle to the ene- 
my, and, by his ufual good fortune, Serdaur Khan was killed 
by a matchlock ball in the beginning of the adfion, which in- 
volved one half of the rebels in confufion, and fpread alarm 
through the troops of Shumlheer Khan. At this jundfure the 
Mharattas appeared in the rear, hoping to effedt the plunder of 
the navob’s camp, while he was engaged. Upon Serauje ad 
Dowlah’s reprefenting that it was proper to detach a body to op- 
pofe them, he replied, “ that he would firft defeat his enemy in 
“ front, and then with cafe difperfe the Mharattas." Having 
faid this, he charged the rebels .with great fury, jand they fied 
panic-ftruck before him. Shumlheer Khan, being dclcrted, was 
attacked on his elephant by an officer named Hubbeeb Seg, 
who flew him, and cutting off his head, brought it to Mahabut 
Jung. The Mharattas, feeing the defeat of the rebels, withdrew 
from the field without ftriking a blow, and the navob quietly 
took poffelfion of the Afghaun camp j which they had left 
Handing, With all their tents and baggage, a prey to the vic- 
tors. Here the navob found his daughter, the Begum of Hybut 
Juug, and the reft of his family, ..who had been made prifoners 
at Patna. Having offered up thanks for this, on his fide, almoft 
bloodlefs viftory, and the happy ' retrieval of his infulted honour, 
he proceeded to -Patna, where he diftributed large fums to the 
religious and poor, in gratitude to God for his fuccefs, and 

took 
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/ meafures for repairing the Ioffes of government in the late re- , 
hellion. Having ■ fent for the women and ' children of the prin- 
cipal infurgents front Derbunga,; on their arrival he lodged them - 
in his own haram, treating them with humanity and kindnefs, 
and after a fhort time ' fet' them at liber tyi At this time alfo/ 
he permitted the. , women /and family of Meet Hubbeeb, who 
had been confined fince his joining the Mhafattas, to return to* 
him, and furniflied them with money, conveyances, and an ef- 
cort for their protedlion -to the enemy’s camp. Having refet- 
tled the government of Bahar,- he returned triumphantly to 
Moorlliudabad j but, previoufly to entering the city, obliged At- 
ta Oollah Khan to quit it^ and, as foon as poifible, his do- 
minions; permitting him, however, to remove with all his effedti 
and nearly * feventy lacs of' rupees; which he had acquired in 
his fervice, though he had repeated proofs of his ' having con- 
fpifed ■ againft his life ' and government. Atta Oollah Khan retired 
into the province of Gude, and was foon afterwards llain, in 
an: adliori in the fervice of Suffder' Jung againff the Patans of 
- Ferokhabad. Janojee, the Mharatta chief, after the defeat of 
Shumffeer Khan,' not thinking' himfelf equal to Mahabut Jung 
in the field, :ret^d with army into Midnapore ; and fooii • 
after, on receiving intelligence of the death of his mother, march- 
ed to Nagpore, leaving Meer Hubbeeb with a detachment ffor 
/ the defence of Cuttac. The riavob ftationed a confiderable body 
of troops at Burd wan, to. watch the< motions of the enemy. 

Mahabut Jung; at the conclufiph of .the rains, nidved again A.H. i 
from his capital, in order- to drive the Mharattas from Cuttac ; A. D. i 
and, on his approach, they evacuated the city. He followed " 
them from place to place, during- 'the dry feafon, without being 
able to bring them to adtion f but bn his return to Moorihiid- 
^ r •" '■ : ■- ' ' ; - abad 

/ ' • Seven hundred thoufand pounds. 
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abad, the enemy again obtained pofleffion of the province. Ben- 
gal was this year free from their depredations; a point, which 
the havob efteemed an ample reward for the fatigues of his 
campaign. The next year- he renewed his efforts, and the ma- 
rauders' evaded his purfuit as ufual j which made the navob 
refolve to canton for the rains at Midnapore : but buildings were 
fcarcely erefted, when he received intelligence that Serauje ad 
Dowlah, his favourite grandfon, had left Moorfliudabad, with 
intentions of taking poffeflion of Patna, which was governed in 
his name by Jaunejee Ram, and affuniing independance. 


\. D. 1751. 


Mahabut Jung, who loved his grandfon to . diftraftion, was 
. more alarmed for his fafety in any oppofition he might receive 
from the governor 1 of Patna, than any ill confequences to him- 
felf from the rebellion. He' inftantly left his army at Midna- 
pore, and with a fmall. force haftened to Moorfhudabad, where 
he’ remained ‘ only one day to refrefli his troops, and then fol- 
lowed the imprudent youths to whom he wrote in terms of 
the greateft afFeftion, , alfuring him that he meant him for his 
fucceffor, and entreating him to return to his proteftlon. Se- 
rauje ad Dowlah wrote an infolent reply, in "‘l^hich he accufed 
the navob of promoting his uncles to offices of truft, and treat- 
ing him, only with pretended fbndnefs ; that he ivas weaiy of 
bemg controuled like a child; and, lince he 'would not give 
him a fhare in authority, he was refolved to feize what he 
regarded as his juft right. Therefore, he hoped his grandfather 
would not attempt to oppofc him, as the confequence muft- be, 
that either he would have his head in his bofo'm, or his own 
muft be laid at the feet of the elephant of Mahabut Jung. 
The navob returned for anfwer, that Serauje ad Dowlah through 
imprudence and want of judgment had caufelefsly accufed him 
of want of regard; for, he not only intended him the fucceffion 
to his own dominions, but to the government of the empire, 

could 
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could he obtain it for him. He concluded his letter with the 
following fentences. "*' The, religious chainpion, eager for mar^ 
tyrdom, is unmindful that the martyr to love exceeds Hm. 
‘In the laid day they will not be compared together, for one 
‘‘ is- haiii by an enemy, but the other by , a: friend.’" ' 

Serauje ad Dowlah, on his arrival near Patna, fummoned 
the governor. Raja Jaunejee Ram, to deliver up the city and 
repair to his prefence ; affuring hifn of favour in . cafe of his 
obedience. The raja was at a lofs how to ad:, being fearful of 
furrendering - his charge 'without orders from the nayob, and 
alarmed^ led. any. accident friould happeii to Serauje ad Dow- 
lah if he oppofed him; but, at length, he refolyed on defend- 
ing .the city, till he fliould hear froni Mahabut Jung, The 
imprudent' young man ailaulted the town without delay ; but 
Mhadee NilTar Khan, the principal advifer and leader of his 
rebellion, being killed early in the attack, his followers ^de.d, and. 
Serauje ad Dowlah with difficulty ffieltered himfelf in' a hpufe in 
the fuburbs.., : The raja,, rejoiced that he had efcaped unhurt, 
immediately fent fqme of his principal officers to attend hina to 
a relidence befitting his rank ; and by the perfuafions of his 
friends, he^onfented to return to his grandfather. Mahabut 
Jung was overjoyed at his efcape, and hafiened to meet .him. 
Infread of reproaches, he received him with the greatefi: affec- 
tion, and a joy bordering on. weaknefs, as it made Serauje ad 
Dowlah. exert the influence he now fa'W he had over him, to 
his , difcredit and diflionour. The navob, ' having ipent a few 
days at Patna, returned - with . his^ grandfon to Moprfliudabad ; 

' but . was feized ' on the road by an intermitting fever, , which 
cdhtinued long\upon him. On his recovery,-, he marched againfl: 
the Mharattas^ who. yet infefted the province of Cuttac, and, as 
lifiial, unable to iDring. them, to a decifive 'engagement, -Ipent 
the' dry months, in purfuing them from place to place. The 
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'two' foUowirtg years \Vere expended ih the fam'e 'defultoty war- 
fare, when at length both 'parlies, bfeing tired of War, began equally 
to wiflr for an accommodation of their difputes. Mahabut Jung 
■ yielded to the Mharattas the province of Cuttac, and agreed t6 
pay annually twelve lacks of rupees, as the * choute of Bengal. . , 

The navob, by this peace, being freed from all his enemies, 
gradually difcharged his fuperfluous troops, and employed him- 
felf in ehcburaging his people to rebuild the villages which had 
.been deftroyed, and cultivate the lands in many diftrifts, long 
.waftej from the defertion of the inhabitants during the repeat- 
.ed invafionS. From this period we find nothing remarkable in 
Iris life, the remainder of his government being uninterrupted 
by viciffitude. ' As he had chofen Serauje ad Dowlah for his 
fucceflbr, he latterly entrufted him with a power, which was 
too often employed for the deftruflion of thofe, againft whom 
he had any pique, or was jealous of their attachment» Houfr 
fein Koollee khan and his brother, the favourites of his uncle 
Shawamut Jung, he affafiinated,. and put to death other pbrfons 
of rank. Without being punithed by his grandfather j which a£ls 
of cruelty efttanged from him the minds of the people, and 
prepared the way for his own future deftrudtion. ^ , 

s , 

1.D.1755. , In the, year 1169 died ShaWamut Jung, nephew to the navob, 
and fon to Hajee Ahmud. He poffefled many good quahties, 
and was much elleemed by the people for his clemency, and cha- 
rities to the friendlefs'and poor. His death Was fpeedily followed 
by that of his brother Sowlut Jung, who had, for 'many years go- 
verned the.diftridl of Poornea, with credit to himfelf and fatisfaihon 
to the inhabitants 5 his misfortune at Cuttac having corrected the 
warmth of his dilpofition, and taught him prudence and huma- 
, nity 

t ^ 

* The Mharattas flill keep up this claim, but, fince the death of Serauje »ad 
Dowlah, it has not been paid. 
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Jiity. ^Both diefe princes are well fpoken of by the -natives of 
Bengal, and their memory reipeded. Shawamut Jung died with- 
out ilTue ; and Sowlut Jung left only one fon, who fucceeded him in 
Ids goyernment, under the title of.Shokut Jungj but was flaortly 
depofed and fldn by his couhn Serauje ad Dowlah. , • ‘ , 

* / 

Mahabut Jung did not long furvive the death of - his ne- 
phews. In the eightieth year of his 'age, being feized with a 
dropfy, he fubmitted for' fqine days to the. advice of his phyii- 
oiansj but finding himfelf growing worfe, arid' judging that at 
his time of life a recovery was not* to be expeded, refrained 
- from medicine, and refufed Iqnger to follow any regimen. The 
expectations of his death caufed great diiputes among his rela- 
tions. His eldefi: daughter, Gpoieety Begum, widow of Shawamut 
Jung, retired with her treafures to * Mqoteejeel, and diftributed 
large fums among the follovvers of her late huftand, in hopes 
that they would fupport her againft her nephew Serauje ad Dow- 
dah on her father’s demife. Such policy was only the influence 
of her declining fortune.' When Mahabut Jung was .in his laft 
'agonies, fome of his wprnen defired he- would recommend them 
•to the care of his intended fucceflbr 5 but the • navob knowing 
his bad , qualities, obferved, fmilirig to them, that if he for 
three days fliould behave dutifully to his grandmother, then 
they might entertain hopes of his tendernefs.'” ' Shortly after this, 
he departed to the divine mercy, on the ninth of Rejib, Ji 6 g, A.D. 2 
after a government of fixteen years oyer the' three provinces' of 
Bengal, Bahar, and Orifla. He vvas buried the following night, 

-near the tomb of his mpther in the garden of Khoofli Baug. 

X X 2 “ Thou 

' I 

t 

" A country palace near Moorfliudabad. The principal building ftands in a 
piece of water called Mootee Jeel, or Pearl-lake. \It was erected by Shawamut 
"Jung, and is a ftately pile, being ornamented with many pillars of black marbl^ 
brought from the ruins of Gour or Lucnowty, the ancient capital of Bengal. 
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“ Thou didft guide him, O Lord, for he was among thy ferv- 
“ ants, O forgive him his offences, for thou art moft merciful." 

Mahabut Jung from his early youth was not addidled to 
idle pleafures, as wine, or * opiates, mufic, or the company 
of courtezans. He was regular in his devotions, and affiduoufly 
abftained from all things forbidden by the divine law. He ge- 
nerally rofe two hours before day, and after ablution and prayer, 
drank coffee with his felea companions. At day break he gave 
public audience, when' the commanders of his army, the civil 
officers, and perfons of all ranks who had any applications 
to make, yvere admitted without referve to fet forth their bufi- 
nefs,‘ and received fatisfaffion from his bounty. At the expi- 
ration of two hours he retired to a private apartment, where 
fuch only as were invited came. Thefe were generally bis ne- 
phews Shawamut Jung and Sowlut Jung, his grandfon Serauje 
ad Dowlah, and particular fiiends. Pieces of poetry were now 
recited, or hiftory or anecdotes read to himj and fometimes he 
even amufed himfelf with giving direafons to his cooks, who 
prepared viauals before him according to his palate. The offi- 
cers of different departments, if neceflary, alfo came for orders. 
He then fat down to eat with his friends, and, many fhared the 
bounties of his table. When the meal was over the company 
retired to repofe. At this time, a ftory-teller always attended to 
relate fome amufing narrative. He generally rofe about an hour 
after mid-day, performed his devotions, and read in the Koraun 
till near four. After faying the prayers for that time, and drink- 
ing a draught of water cooled with ice or faltpetre, he received 
feveral learned men, in whofe company he daily fpent an hour, 
hearing them difcufs points of divinity and law for his informa- 
ation. When they retired, the officers of the revenue, with Jug- 
gutt Sect, liis banker, were admitted, and gave him the intelli- 

' gence- 

; Commonly ufed in India to intoxicate. 
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^nce received from Dhely and every province of the ■ emoire^ 
alfo of each diftridt ‘ of his own governinent, when he ilTaed 
his orders to them as affairs required. An hour paffed in this 
manner, and fometimes his near relations were allowed to be 
prefent. By this time night fet in, lights were brought, and 
with tliem certain jefiers and buffoons, ' who entertained him with 
their repartees on each other for a fhort time. He then retired 
to prayers ^ after' which he fat in privacy with his own Begum, 
to receive the vifits of near female relations, till nine o’clock. 
The women then departed,' and men were admitted who had 
bufinefs vvith him, •' till he retired to lleep,' generally -early, and 
without eating. ‘ In this nianner He paffed his time, having. Rated 
hours for every employment. He was unequalled < in his benevo- 
lence to his relations, friends, and former acquaintance, in his lowfer 
fortunes, particularly to thofe .who had fhewn him the fmallefi 
kindnefs when he was. diftreffed at Dhely in his youth, fending 
for them or their children to his court, - and conferring favours 
upon them beyond their expedation. 'The people at large dur- 
ing his life experienced fuch care and fatisfadion from his gen- 
~tle adminiftration, ’ as could hot be exceeded by the indulgence 
of a parent ; while at the fame time the lowed: of his officers 
grew rich in his fervice.' He was intelligent in all affairs, and en- 
couraged the deferving' of every profeffion. Affable in manners,, 
wife in Rate affairs. Courageous as a general, he pofiefied alfo 
every noble quality. Wnen the French, general, Mr. Bully, after 
the death of ^Nafir Jung, 'wrote to him in pompous terms of his 
vidory, and recommended the fadory of ^ Chandernagore to his 
protedion, he refleded upon the Rmilarity of difpofition between 
his' intended fucceffor, Serauje -ad Dowlah, whofe enmity to the 

Englifh he was apprifed of^ and tlie unfortunate fbubahdar of 

' " Dekkanj 

r-' ^ 

“ Nafir Jung was Nizam of Dekkan.' He was furprized and /lain in a 
confpiracy of his nobles, , affifted by the French, in the year lySS* 

^ Belonging to the French in Bengal# 
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Dekkan; at the fame time faying, “ He feared that after his death 
the Europeans would become mafters of many parts of Hindooftan,” 
Muftapha Khan, his principal general, had endeavoured to pre- 
-vail upon him to expell the Englifli from Calcutta, and feize 
their wealth; but receiving no anfwer to his advice, urged it 
again, through, the navob’s nephews, Sowlut Jung and Shawamut 
Jung. Mahabut Jung returned no anfwer, but fliortly after faid 
in private to the latter, “ My child, Muftapha Khan is a fol- 
<* dier, and wifties us to be conftantly in need of his fervice; 
butfhow came you to join in his requeft? What have, the 
Englilh done againft me, that I ihould ufe fhem ill f It is 
“ now difiicult to extinguifti lire on land ; but * Ihould the fca 
“ be in flames, who can put them .out > Never hften to fuch 
/* advice as his, for the confequences avould be fatal.’’. 


* An allufion to the fleet. 


SERAUJE 
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^ER AU jE Dt^L AH 



ad Dowlah, after the cuilomary mourning, having 
^iTutntd the mufnud bf his gi'ahdfather without oppofitioni fent 
a party of hi^ troops to remove Goofeety Begum^ his aunt j from 
the palace 6f Mbbteejeel to a place of feeurity> and to cbnfiA 
bate her effeOis. Her adhefehts> wHo had received large, fums 
from her to oppbfe his ' acceflibn/ deferted rher immediately on 
the death of IVlahabut • Juhgj . except a few> who alfo were fo 
alarmed when the palace was fdrrounded, as to be incapable of 
relifiaiice. Meer Nuzzer Ali> who had been her chief advifer 
and confidant, having" bribed the officers of the parly to make 
his peace with the . navobi left the Begum, whofe perfoh was 
eOnfiiied> and her treafures' feized. Serauje ad Dowlah difplaced 
many of the officers of governrhenti and filled their places with 
young men, the companions ' of his pleafureS; He' treated the 
fervants of the late navob, mdftly perfons advanced in years, with 
fuch flight and difrefpedl, as gave them great offence, and eftranged 
them from his intereft. Not long after his acceffion, he march- 
ed towards Raujcmahal, with a delign to difpbfiefs his coufin 
Shokut Jung of the province of Poorhea^ but was diverted from 
his purpofe, by information that Kifhen Boollub, fon of Raiije- 
booliub, dewan of Shawamuf Jung, had fled to Calcutta, and 
was protected by the Englifh, Mr. Drake, the governor, hav- 
ing refufed to deliver him up at the demand of the navob s 
officers. Upon this he returned fuddenly to the capital of Moor- 
fhudabad. 

Serauje 
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Serauje ad Dowkh, in whofc brain the vapour of pride had 
arifen, and made him wander far from the path of caution and 
forbearance, having refolved on quarelling with the Englilli, was 
tortured with the fire of impatience. The companions and old 
fervants of Mahabut Jung dufft not breathe a remonftrance in 
his prefencej and many, from the degradation they had under- 
gone and the advancement of low perfons, vviflied the overthrow 
of his power ; fo that no one gave him proper advice, nor did 
he afk it, Thofe who were bis counfcllors and favourites, were 
moftly rafli, and weak of underftanding, unacquainted with the 
rules of policy, and infatuated with their hidden promotion; or, 
regarding oppofition to his will as deftrudtive to their own in- 
tereft, did not dare to contradift him. Serauje ad Dowlah was 
a weak man, void of ufeful qualities, and intoxicated with youth 
and profperity. The probable confequences of any meafure en- 
tered not into his mind; and the hearts of the men of un- 
derftahding about him were inflamed with dilguft at his unrea- 
fonable fury, or the dilpute vvith the Englilh might have been 
fettled eafily by negotiation. There was no caufe for kindling 
the flames of war;, but as providence had decreed the downfall 
of the family of Mahabut Jung, and other great calSmities, the 
reins of government over Bengal, Bahar, and Orifla, which form 
an extenfive empire, fell into the hands of two weak and ty- 
rannical youths, Serauje ad Powlah and Shokut Jong, who in 
the end fuffered for their crimes. 

To proceed ; Serauje ad Powlah in the beginning of Ram- 
zaun marched towards Calcutta ; and the Englilh, who had no 
Ibrce to opppfe him in the field, retired into their fadtoiy to 
defend themfelves. Their outpofts were foon taken by the navob, 
who had a great army; and Mr. Drake, 'the governor, being 
ftruck with a panic at the flate of his affairs, faw fafety only 
in flight. Without informing the whole of his countrymen of 

• " hit. 
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his intention; he hed ^ to a £hip. a/.few perfonsv^^^^^ 
mairiderj out oi* regard to their honour, fought T 

any ammunition, 'preferring deadi ' to ; difgraceful life, 'and drank 
the iherbet of . diflblution with heroic valoiir; , Some bein g 6ver-, 
come, fell prifoiierk into the hand . of providence. , An invaluable 
treafure. in money and effedts Ayas plundered from : the ware- 
hoiifes of tlie Company, the Englifh, -^Hindoo, and * Armenian^ 
merchants, by the foldiers and followers ofthe camp ; biit Serauje' 
ad Dowlah acquired nothing from ; his. conqueft, but the feeds 
of his deftrudiion. ‘ Having remained a few days at Calcutta; ’he - 
returned, to the • capital, leaving the command' pf the place ; to: 
Manneck Chund, de wan : of the , Raja of Biirdwan, a weak and, ' 
cowardly perfori, who ' had given proof of his treachery by de- 
ferting Mahabut Jung when he wakfurronhded by the^^]^^ 

Soon after the conquefe of Calcutta^ Serauje ad Dowlah-march- 
ed againft his coufin .Shokut Jung> : thp. fojcdaur Poorneah; 
whom he reduced with little oppofitiom^ and .acquired a great 
acceflibnj of treafure and territory by his yidory. He returned 
triufriphantlyi' to his capital ; but his fortune ; was' how at the 
higheft. ft'is theveftablilhed cuhto world, that when > 

any thing has reached the point of perfedtion,. it . begins to ' de- 
cay, and:, finally becomes annihilated; fb as to leave not k trace 
for enquiry behind it. An inftance . of this truth, ; and the caufe 
of Serauje ad Dowlah’s ruin, may- be feen in the following 

' /' ' , ■ / , 

: Mr. Drake, , the governor Calcutta, having efeaped on, 

•board a fhip w^ retired, to Madrafe, and other 

Bnghlhmen, eniployed in ;; merchandife. in various parts of Beny 
.gal, alfp found means vto efe^ fi-om the country. At this 

time, colonel Clive* commanded the company’s forces in the. 

p^ovmct . 

* A confiderable divifion of Bengal. 
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province of. Arcot, which he had rcfcued from the hands of the ’ 
French. . It was agreed by the government of Madrafs,, thatt 
he fliould repair with a force to Bengal, , and endeavour (to re- 
gain 'the faftory of. Calcutta, either by force, , or payment' of a 
fum of money. Being arrived with his troops in the river, he. 
caft anchors and as the chiefs of the Englilli are very cautious,, 
wife, and' valiant, having ftnt propofals of accommodation to. 
Serauje ad .Dowlah, he entreated his forgivenefs of Mr. Drake’s, 
faults, and offered fome lacs of rupees, on condition of being 
allowed to occupy the faiSory as formerly. Serauje ad Dowlah, 
'was the moft inconfiderate of men, and his minifters were weak, 
■and, ignorant of the valour and, abilities of the Englifli. .The 
intelligent had no power of oflering their advice, and the chief 
men of the country^ wifhed his ruin, wearied out with his op- 
• preffions. If any one did offer an opinion contrary to the navob’s, 
he and his foolifh companions, intoxicated with conceit, treated 
it fo difdainfully as to make 'him repent, and refolve on ijlence 
in future. No anfwer was returned, and at length “colonel 
Clive, tired of delay, and having obtained information of the 
charafters of the rulers of Bengal, refolved on war. He anchor- 
ed his fhips oppofite the reftdence of Manneck Chund, and be- 
gan to pky 'his artillery, which caufing , confufion among the 

- enemy, he landed his forces, and attacked them. Manneck 
( Chund, unable to refill, fled with his army,, and the colonel, 

- having taken poffeffion of the factory and town, exalted' the' 

llandards of- vidlory. Serauje ad Dowlah, upon intelligence of 
this, was awakened a little from his dumber of conceit, and 
prepared to marcj^nd punilh.the Englifh. , - 

Serauje ad Dowlaht had Ipent two months and twenty two 
' days in the enjoyment of pleafure, when at once, the meafure 

. - _ J 1 iPf 

» The author makes no mention of' Admiral Watfon, Colonel Clive being 
confidcred by the nati\es as, chief of the Englifli< 
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of liis crimes being full, the figns of his downfal appeared.- On November, 
Monday the twelfth of- Rubby al Sani, 1170, he marched A. D. 1756 
from his capital towards Calcutta, and having encamped in the 
vicinity of that city, fome days pafled in fkirmifliing with the ene- 
my. Tile Englilli opened a negotiation, with a view to find out 
the flatc of his army, Jiaving intentions of attempting a furprize by 
night. Under pretence of a mefiage to Serauje ad Dowlah, they 
fent » two perfons of their own nation, poffefied of the quali- 
ties of valour, ‘quick perception, memory, and judgment, who 
having obferved the fituation of the navob’s tents, might com- 
^mit particulars to, the treafury of their remembrance 5 and they 
well performed their coinmifiion. I forget whether it was the 
fame night, or one or two after, that the Englifii, being ready 
for the attack, embarked a body of their' troops in boats, and 
proceeded cautioufly up the river * to the fkirts of the camp, 
where they waited till about half an hour before day. Then, 
having entered in the rear of the line, they marched on firing 
without intermiflion, while thofe who remained in- the boats 
did the fame as they fell down the river. Great daughter was 
made among the troops of the navob, Dofte Mahummud,Khan, 

-a general of rank and merit/ was wounded; It was reported, 

“ -that tlie Englifli intended if pofiible to carry off Serauje ad 
Dowlah prifoner ; but at this time a " thick fog covered, the 
camp, which rendered it hard to difiinguifii perfons clofe to 
each other, fo that They mified the quarter of his tents, and 
marched another way, the navob by this accident efcaping cap- 
tivity. The Englifii regained the town in fafety. .Serauje ad 
Dowlah and his cowardly army, from “ the , alarm of this night, 
to them a lymbol .of the lafi: day, lofi: the powers of their 
minds, which were overwhelmed with terror and 'affright. Judg- 
ing it dangerous to remain longer fo near the city, the navob 
fummoned his father in law, Mahummud Eeruch Khan, and 

Y y a other 
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other ’chiefs, to confult on future proceedings; who, obferving 
his terror, .advifed the removal of the camp to a greater diftance, 
and to offer terms of accommodation, which counftl was imme- 
diately executed. The Enghfli, feeing the alarms of the pavob, 
now demanded a compenfation for their effefls plundered by 
his army when he took Calcutta;! which, after much negotia- 
tion, was agreed to, and Serauje ad Dowlah ^gave up , fix dif- 
trifts ‘in the vicinity of the faftory, as a fecurity till the fum 
fettled Ihould be paid up. A treaty havin g been ratified and all 
affairs fettled, through the medium of MiT’WafB, Serauje ad 
Dowlah returned to Moorfhudabad, and now refledted upon what 
in the days 1 of his pride he had never confidered. He trem- 
bled for his fituation, and was irrefolute how to regulate his 
condudt. Having become afhamed and repentant of feme of Jiis 
vices, he at length found out that there was a God. Dofle 
Mahummuct Khan had retired for the cure of his wounds jto 
Saffaram; Meer JafEer Khan, Raja Doolubram, and other old 
ofiicers, he found -difaffedled to his perfon, and wifhed to ex- 
tinguifh the flames of their dilloyalty, but knew not how. to ef- 
feft it. 'He had no refolution of his own, or might either haVc 
bound them to his intereft by a renewal of favour and kmd- 
nefs, or have put them to death, and raifed up miniflers capa- 
ble of condudling the 'affairs of his government. He had no 
^advifers free from felf-intereft to perfuade him to employ the 
experienced fervants of Mahabut Jung in preference to themfelves, 
or of fenfe to know that from his profperity theirs would alfo 
be derived. From thefe reafons, he would at one time, when en- 
^ raged with paffion, order cannon ^to_ be planted againfl the honfe 
of Meer Jaffier Khan, or command Doolubram ' to. obey his 
. favourite, Moin Laal, or treat Juggutt Seet jvith contemptuous 
threats. , , 
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At tills time> the' Englifli; having taken the faflory ofChan- 
dernagorc from the French, hlr. Law, with a band ofvfoldiers. 
and feme artillery, having efcaped from * tlie enemy, foiight--; pro- 
tedion at Moorflindabad, and odcred his fervices to Seraiije . ad 
Dowlah, who. readily received liim. Upon tliis the Englifli, 
either at the inftigation of the difaffeded chiefs, ■ or of their own 
accord, reprefented through their agent, that as there was a_treaty 
fubfiding between tliem and the navob, by the articles of /which ' 
the ^nends .or enemies of were to be confidered as 

inch both, he aded contrary tb. it by receiving the Ffehch, 
with whom they, were at war. The navob advifed^with Mi*. 
Law how to ad; who' obferved, that: if indeed he, affified/his 
nation againft the Englifli company in the -field, it would be 
a breach of treaty ; but that it - could be none Lor . him, who 
entertained tlioufands of every cafi:, if he kept a few French^ 
men alfo in his fcrvice. - An anfvver fimilar to'this was -convey- 
cd to die Englifii, who, however, renewed .their remonfirances 
at the inftigation of the difaffeded; and 'thefe perfons tirider 
pretence of regard to his welfare, obferved, that to quarrel 
wdtii.tlie Engii'fii for the fake of a few diftrefied Frenchmen 
was unwife, and would ■ occafion much confufion.' At length, 
Serauje ad Dowlah commanded Mr.- Law to retire to PamL 
Mr. Law at taking leave told him, that moft of 'his chiefs 
were difaffeded to bis perfon, and leagued with the Englifh 
in intentions to depofe him, which was the caufe oLadvifing 
•his difmiflion ; that on his departure they would fet him ;at 
variance with- the Englifh and deftrby him, '\which /they Could 
not efl^ed while he remained to affifi' him. fierkuje. a^ Dowlah 
^ /jfeit the tru obfervatioh, but 'Was too tirtiid tp keep him 

.at his '.capital. He promifed to/recall him wheh .ri^ 

\Mr. Law laid, ** I know we fhall never meet again.’* After 
his departure, the navob’s - diiputes w^ith. M Doolub- 

ram, and other chiefs, arofe to greater heights, infbmuch that 
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they, with Juggutt Sect, being in fear of their lives, fefolved, 
in order to fave themfelves, to effedl his defti-u£tion. Goofeety 
Begum alfo, who hated Serauje ad Do'vlah, and' was irritated 
at Ills feizure of her treafures and eftate‘, ufed every means to 
excite the refentment of her friends againft him, and to procure 
their afliftance for iVleer Jaffier, whom Are alfo fupplied with 
large fums of money, which Ihe had fecrete'd by means of her 
eunuchs and female attendants. 

Meer Mahummud Jaffier Khan and the other chiefs agreed, 
that the fureft method of depofing Serauje ad Dowlah, would 
be’ to excite the Englifh againft 'him. With this view, Juggutt 
Sect employed his^ agent, Ameen Chund, a principal merchant of 
Calcutta, Doolubram fome other perfon, and Jaffier Khan, Am'eer 
Beg, who had fome cohnedVion with theiEngliffi, to whom he 
had been of fervice when their faftory was taken. Thefe per- 
fons reprefented the 'outrageous condudl: of the navob to their 
principals, and .the general defire of the provinces for his re- 
moval. .They even produced a written requeft to the Enghfli, 
that they would march for this purpofe, and, by a little trou- 
ble, deliver a world from tyranny and oppreffion, for which they 
ftiould receive ’three corores of rupees, and other favours. The 
particulars of the navob’s cruelties to Goofeety Begum and olhers, 
were alfo ditplayed, and the paper was attefted .under the feals 
,of thofe perfons who fuffered injuries. i 

The Englifh, who are unequalled in valour and lentiment, 
(and who is it that does not wilh for conqueft ?) upon intelligence 
of thefe circumftances, determined on war with Serauje ^ad Dow- 
:]ah; but as it is their cuftom, and indeed of every wife peo- 
ple, not to break with any one withoutr a reafbn affigned, doubt- 

lefs they gave one to him, of which' I am not informed. It 

•, , 1 , , ‘ - 


Three milUons Herllng, 
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WAS, nloft probably, that of. his delay in payment of' money fet- 
tled by, treaty for the Ioffes at the capture . of Calcutta. v 

' , War being refolved on,> colonel Clive, . known ^ here by the 
title of Sabut Jung, prepared to march ; upon intelligence pf • 
which, Serauje adjDowlah, overwhelrned with dread, tried, when 
too late, to reconcile his dependants, who - pretended ^ to. be at- 
tached to his perfon, the better to cover their own defigns. He 
difpatched Doolubram, with the greateft part' of his army, to 
throw up intrenchments at Plaffey; but .he fpent his time in 
iecret negptiations with the ^Englifh, ' and fecuring the troops in 
^his own intereft and that of Jaffier Ali Khan ; who, renewing 
hiS' attendance at the durbar, and apparently reconciled' to 
Serauje ad • Dowlah, found means, .by promifes and other me- 
thods, to draw over ihoffc of the officers about .the’ nayob’s per- 
fon to his de%ns, lb that, very few remained loyd. Upon in- 
telligence ‘of colonel Clive's having begun ^ his " march from 
Calcutta, Serauje ad' Dowlah reludrantly, his heart divided with 
hope ,and terror; moved from Munfoor Gunge to Plalfey, where 
the' Engriffi, at the utmoib hot exceeding three thoufand men, 
natives and Europeans, Ihortly arriyed. On Thurfday, the fifth 
^of 'Shovvaul, 1 17.0, the flames' of battle were lighted up. As A. D. 
Europeans, and the Englifh in particular, are celebrated for the 
iialful . management of artillery, colonel Clive began his attack 
with a cannonade, fo uhremitted' and inftantaneous, as confound- 
ed the fight of his bppofers, ' and overcame their faculties of 
hearing. Meer^ Jaffier KHan and his afibciates in treache^ be- 
held the' enemy at^ a diftance, lafe from injury-; but Meer 
Mudduh and others, ’ ready to facrifice their lives or acquire vic- 
tory, bravely oppofed the enemy. They were, however, unable 
to charge from the violence of the cannonade, but kept retb- 
lutely, thobgh fiowly, advancing, till at length they gained the 
Grove ‘ of Plafley; and, it is laid, that colonel Clive, not cx- 

’ pedling 
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peiting fuch refiftance; afiufed Ameea Chund and : acrafed ' himi 
of, .treachery, faying, “ that he had feprefented the’ 'arniy' of ' 
“ Seirauje ad Dowlah as 'difaffedled to his perfon, but now die; 

contrary ^ appeared' from- their' valiant oppofition;’’ Amecn' - 
Churid -replied, “ that the prefeiit enemy was only Meet Mud.i. '■ 
“ diin-and a few chiefs,;. who were faithful :to the havobj 'b'ut ' 
“ when he was routed, the truth- of his repfefentations would 
'• appeari"- During, this converfation,' iis * revenge '.was decreed 
for , the crimes olF Seirauje ad Dowlah, Meer Mudduh, whoi waS ‘ 
truly brave, and eheriflied- the feeds' of' fidelity' in his heart, re-"',' 
ceived' ,a- 'mortal wound from 'a' cannon ball.' He was ■ earned ‘ ' 
immediately; to the navob, and -having 'litlefed a' few words ex- ' ; 
preflive of his loyalty, refigned''Jus.'fqui'tp the Creator 'of life., '; 
Serauje ad Dowlah by his ,lofs ;was involved in' ;defpair. ; -Hav-; 
dng feht^; for . Meer)' jaflier,' ;whd fefufed; for. fome, top' .to obe|: ' 
the .fummoris,' the 'navob ‘in ' abjedl: , terms,' befought his protec- 
tion) .and, 'I have heard; that" taking the turb’ah from' his j oWh'. S 
head,'’ ‘he placed it at' - the feei Of jfafficr, .laying,, “ 'i' how '.j 
" truly repent 'of- my behaviour towards, ypu, and 'bffir yOut , 
‘V obligations') to Mahabut Jiihg;' my -grandfiither, and.our'fe- 
“ latioh'fhip,. as interceffiofis for yoiir- forgivehefs., *1 how fe^rd , 
“ you as holding his. place, and . befcech for pardon, to your ' , 

“ Have;' conjuring yoU' to aft' as' becomes j your chafadtef ias a . ‘ 
■« defeendant from' the prophet,- and -your, ahcie'nt ohligatidns,. in,‘'.'' 
“defending my life arid repufotion.”, Meer 'Jaffier Man'; judg’. '' 
ing this a fit opportunity to complete his treachery, advifed, ' ' 
that as but little of the day was. remaining, the troops ihpuld . 
.be recalled to ' their , tents, and promifed in ' the morning, .to re-’i 
piilfe' the' eiienay. Serauje ad Dowlah, urged' ids fear? of 'another '; / 
night attack; but jaffier.affuring hitn he would guard againfo ! , 
It, he fent , orders to his .’.dewah Moin Laal, who" had 'acconi- 
panied , Meet -Muddun , and-, was ' ftiU | . engaging' , the, enemy, , fo,- 
return to' the camp. - The dewan-fent for anfwer, that the-pre- 

font' 
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fent was not a time for, retreat, for, if he should 
would fpread among' the trobp^^^ who WQuld probably fly in 
confuflon. ; The riavob a fecorid - dine advifed with Jaffier Khan^^ 
who infiflied on the retreat of .the dewan> or he would not 
adt ; upon .which he repeated his orders, and Moin Laal re- 
ludlantly obeyed* _• 

When a yman’s; ill fortune prevails, he does that which he 
Ihould not*' The troops, as had been ^ forefeen, V conftriiing the 
return to camp mto defeat, began to fly in great numbers.. 
.Serauje ad Dowlah feeing this defertion, much alarmed by the 
enemy in front, but much more apprehenfive of thofe about • 
his perfon, at length left the . camp, about half an • hour be- 
' fore funfet, and arrived early the next morning at Munfoor 
' Gunge. Here, ; though . hc' befought his attendants to remain 
with him till he could pcepare for .efcape^ and 'fix on ibme 
proper place of refuge, he could riot prevail, ' but was ‘ deforted 
' ,by numbers. Even his wife’s father, Mahummud Eefuch Khan, 
though the naVob begged him to flay and; colledl troops, either 
to defend- him where he was, or accompany him in his retreat, , 
refufed, and haftened to his own houfe at the city of Moorfliud- 
abad. As a lafl: refource, the .navob opened the doors of his 
treafury, and diftributed large fums to the foldiers,: who received 
his . bounty and deferted with it to their homes. An immenfe 
fum was thus, to him uriprofitably, expended. He was un- 
' generous when he jfhould have been : liberal, and oppreflive to 
mankind, and now law : the Corifequences of ‘his crimes, fulFer- 
ing in his own perfon for the calamities he had inflidted upon 
others. Having remained till night at Munfoor Gunge, and 
finding himfelf almofl: deferted by all, he took with him his 
jewels and fome Gther valuables upon elephants, and with Lootf 
al ’ Nifla Begum, and two or three favourite .women in cover- 
ed carriages, quitted his palace about three in the morning, 
Voi.. il- ' Z z ' and 
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and liaftencd to Bogwaungolali, where he embarked- upon the 
Ganges, with the defign.of fceking refuge in the fort of Patna. 
In' this proceeding he was alfo imprudent j for, had he. kept the 
land, and called the jemmautdars of the villages to his affift- 
ance, 'they would have efcorted him in fafety, in hopes of being 
rewarded, and he, would have been joined by numbers of Jiis 
troops, when recovered of their panic and hearing of his efcape 5 
but, alas ! who can remedy the ills of fate ? , His reafon for 
flying by water, was , the hope of meeting Mr. Law, to whom 
he had written prefiingly to haften to his afliftance, on the firfl; 
intelligence of the march of the Englifli, and to come , down 
the river for the greater fpeed. ^ Mr. Law received the letter, 
bat, according to, the ufual delay in Hindooftan, befoi;e he .could 
procure from Ramnarain the money , ordered, for -his expenfes", 
fome time elapfed. He left Patna, but hearing of the defeat 
and death of Serauje ad Dowlah, on reaching Raujemahal, , he 
retreated, and major Coote yvas afterwards fent in purfuit of 
him to the frontiers of the provinces. ^ . 

, When Meer Jaffier found that fortune had favoured his de- 
figns, by. the retreat of Serauje ad Dowlah, he remained at 
Plafley, ,and had an interview with colonel Clive, with whom 
and the Englilh troops he the next day entered Moorihudabad,^ 
and ifliied proclamations of fafety to the inhabitants in his own 
name. , His partners in confpiracy, and thofe who, loving quiet, 
were attached to no party, haftened to prefent congratulations 
and offerings j and fuch as did not approve his condudl and 
were fecretly attached to Serauje ad DowiaH, (they were but 
few) not chufing to be Angular, through fear did the fame. 
Having feated himfelf on the mufnud of the provinces, he 
founded high the trumpet of power' and exultation, and em- 
ployed himfelf in fettling 'affairs and dividing the treafures of 
the palace,' as had been agreed, between himfelf. Raja Dooluji- 

ram. 
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ram, and the Engliffi; As he , was ambitious . of copying -Ma- 

babut Jung, ^he affumed; the , fame titles r his feals,, and^ ra^^^^ 
ferred thofe of that navob’s' relations on his, own,,rife di pate e, 
his. Ion im lawvMeerVCaufim ; Khan, in- purfa.t,pf ad 

Dowlah, and iffiied; orders; to Meer,Papod, ,t;he somnian an _o 
Raujemahal, ' to ■ be vigilant in preventing 

province. "The unfortunate .fugitive, being arrival oiv the. .bank 
oppofite to .Raujemahal, and with hia women prefied. by hunger,. 

X. a faft of. two,.days, difembarked at the:^ 

pa ,hprl Dana Shaw, of whom he. alked 

tuals. -. TO this man,: in. the days of, power, he. had off^ed fane 
^ f ■ iKp memory of which Ml dwelt upon his, mind.. The 

£’rSS him^ouiteoully, and :proyided>pd, h^ 

dilpatche^T^rmaWn t^.; cell, aiid took him 

who,, with Meet Serauje- ad Dowlah 'now 

,ep„iho. 'H. tegsel » ‘H”'"! 

name, and luttered ... iiw ' Meer Gaufim Khan 

«d* ;S-=. 1 S« "£ i*'" “ 

obtained by, threats, a WK of the.- captors a va« 

Begum., to; .an imm^^ Laal .bad before this been feiz- 

luablev booty. The dewari , , ^ ^ ^ life were ; taken by 

ed at . Moorfliudabad, an ■ , of Showaul, Serauje- ad 
Dooluhra,m. ■ On Sunday, . th. , the hands of his fervants, 

Dowlah .arrived,; a. difgracedwptive in ,t^ 

Mbojud.^ 

dtion, they forgot, h ^ it with the fplendour they 

had , feen V him fur. . e bp* naffed their quarters, were 

feid,,that.faeralj™mdar^ - he^ 

fo peuetrated -with grief an expeQa- 

him, . but were; prevented by jjfat Me virtue of the weak 

tions.of reward frbm lus rival, fo *at tlie . . 
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of no effeft. Meer JafBep was at this time at Munfoor Gunge, 
but his fon Meeraun at Moorlhudabad. This young man fur- 
paffed his father in every evil quality, never hefitating to flied 
blood. He regarded readineft to punifh as good: policy, ' and 
mercy as folly. With fuch ideas he was fond of comparing 
himlelf to Mahabut Jung. He ordered Serauje ad Dowlah to 
be confined and put to death; but no perfon of rank uould 
undertake the murder. At length, a wretch named Mahdm- 
muddy Beg, who ’from his infancy had been' cherilhed by Ma- 
habut Jung and Serauje ad Dowlah, from whofe grandmother 
he had received a portion with his wife from charity, offered 
to execute' the horrid deed. When the unfortunate ' navob fiw 
him approach his perfon, 'he faid,'." Art -thou 'come to kill me?” 
and, upon receiving a reply in the ■ affirmative, began to prayj 
then fuddenly exclaimed, “ Will not they let me live fome- 
“ where in obfeurity ? No; no, it cannot be j ‘ I muff be facri- 
“ Seed for the murder of Houffein Koollee Khan.”. The aflaf- 
fin now inflidled feveral wounds, and the navob falling down, 
cried, •• It is enough, my talk is over, and ' revenge is finilh- 
“ ed.” Having faid thus, he refigned his foul to the Creator, 
and left this World of crimes by the fvvord of cruelty. His 
body was placed upon an elephant, and carried through the city, 
expofed to the populace. It is faid, that the driver of the ele- 
phant, by accident Hopping at the fpot where Serauje ad Dow- 
lah had aflallinated ‘Houffein Koollee Khan, fome drops of 
blood fell from the body upon the fame ground. 

“ Be warned by example, O ye men of underftanding, and 
“ view well the revolutions of fortune. Place nof yOur reliance 
“ upon the world’s fuccefs, for- it is uncertain and inconftant, 

“ like a publick finger, who goes daily from houfe to houfe. 

“ Give not thy affedhon to a damfel, who eveiy'day changes her 
. . “ gallant 

; A near relation of his own. 
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gallant. In the eye of the wife, fortune is as chaff, blqwnv 
** about by every wind. Didff thou poflefs the treafures of the 
'‘ world, what tliou haft expended in benevolence will alone 

“ profit thee."' ' • 

When the corpfe of the navob approached the refidenee of 
his affliaed mother, gueffing the dilalter from the clamour of 
the populace, flie burfl; from her apartments, and ran into the 
Itreet, beating her bread, but was forced back with blows, by/ 
order of Khadira Houffein Khan, who fat' upon the terrace^ of 
his houfe to view the expofure of the body of his lords fon. 
Taffier Khan was afleep when the unfortunate prifoner had ar- 
rived and did not wake tilfafter the murder, when being in- 
formed of his coming, he fent to his fon, ' commanding hinh to 
be careful of his , perfon. Meeraun, on receiving me _order, 
laughed, and faid, “ I am not fo weak as to be negleaful in 

« fuch afFairsj” and to his companions' he .vauntmgly exclaim- 
ed, “ My father juft now fent, but I had before completed 
« the affair, for am I not, my friends, foh _^^^ the hder 
“ Mahabut Jung? How then could I be 'Catelefs upon ue a . 

?« occafion?” 


MEER 
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MEER' JAFFIER KHAN. 


MeER Jaffier having thus become navob of Bengal, Bahar, 
and Orifla, fliortly after his acceflion prepared to march towards* 
Patna,, having fome doubts of the fubmiffion of Ramilarain, 
the deputy governor of that' city j and alfo to quell fome dif- 
orders which had broken out in the diftridl of Poorneah from 
the rebellion of fome principal dependants of the late fojedaur, 
7. Shokut Jung. In the month 'of Suffir, of ‘the year nyi, he 
moved to his camp, leaving his fon Meeraun in the 'direftion of 
affairs at Moorlhudabad. Here, -'having fome fufpicions of Meerza 
Mhadee, brother of Serauje ad Dowlah, he commanded him to 
be put to death. Some . report, that he was difpatched by poi-‘ 
fon, and others, that he was prefled to death between two 
hoards ufed to tighten bales of lhawls. The caufe of this ac- 
tion was the difaffedlion of Raja Doolubram, who now repent- 
ed of having efpoufed the caufe of Meer Jafiier, and was pri- 
vately confpiring to refcue Meerza Mhadee from confinement 
and declare him foubahdar. not having been rewarded for his 
late treachery, as he expedled. -i 


Upon Meer Jaffier s arrival at Raujemahal. having appointed 
Jihadim Houflem Khan fojedaur of Poorneah, he dilmiffed him 
to reftore order in that diftna; which was’effedted 'with little 
oppofition, the rebels being deferred by their adherents at the* 
ig t of his army. Ramnarain, upon the approach of the navob 

towards 
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towards Patna, unwilling to trufl: his promifes oF fafety for his 
perfon and continuance in employment', endeavoured to obtain the 
fupport of the Englifli ; for which purpofe he difpatched his 
agent Geeda Mul to procure affu ranees of protedion ftom colonel 
Clive, before he would agree to vifit the navob. Geeda Mul 
reprefented to the navob, that his mailer was fearful of vifiting 
him without the fecurity of the Englifli 3 to which Meer Jaf- 
her readily agreed. The vaqueel having gained over the fecre- 
tary, prepared a paper, and brought it /or the approbation of ' 
the ' navob, who being at that time fomewhat intoxicated, would 
not read himfelf, but ordered his fecretary to tell him the con- 
tents, which he did in a flight manner, and varying from the 
fpirit.. The navob being fatisfied, fent the paper to colonel Clive,’ 
requefling that he would copy and ratify it . with his feal, which he 
did,- and kept the draft. The contents, of the .paper yvere in thefe 
words : You may come with fafety and fatisfa 6 tion of mind, 

** The fecurity of your perfon, honour, fortune, and ^ continu-. 

ance in employ, without fettling your accounts, ■ refls upon 
" me.” Geeda Mul hafled upon the wings of fpeed to Ram- 
narain, .who repaired without hefitation ^ tOr the navob's camp 5 
where, however, he vifited firfl colonel Clive, who /ent an offi- 
cer of rank to introduce him to Meer Jaffier. . The navob Was 
offended at his difrefpedl in not coming firfl to him, and com- 
pianded him to remain in the camp, which -he did, till the 
arrival. of the army at the city of Patna. 

Meer Jaffier upon his arrival at Patna was vifited > by all the 
refpedlable inhabitants, to pay their allegiance upon his accef- 
fion to the foubahdary, and among them' were many, who hav- 
ing formerly lived w;ith him on terms of intimate equality,' hoped 
fo fhare the advantages' of his exaltation, but were moflJy dif- 
appointed, by a cool reception. Among thefe was Meerza Shumfe 
ad Dien, who, in the' days of his diflrefs, had affifled him with 

' , ' ' , a fum 
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a fum of money, and now. hoped to have it repaid, and to 
enjoy the favour of the navob ; who, however, aflhmed towards 
him a diftant behaviour, fearful, as the Meerza was a man of wit, 
and free of fpeech, that he might affume too much' upon their 
former intimacy. One day it happened, notwithftandmg, that 
Shumfe ad Dien being admitted to his prefence, was going to fpeak, 
when the navob, expefting a reproach, faid, “ I have not for- 
“ gotten jour former kindnefi, which I mean to repay; but at , 
prelent the expenfes of the Englifli army and other contingen- 
cies are fo great, it is not in my power. When God lhall give , 
“ me abihty and opportunity, I will not be unmindful of your , 
“ obligations.” The Meerza, pretending feelings of compaflion, 
faid with a fobbing accent, “ No more, my Lord, I am ftruck 
” with your fuferings ; but, alas 1 Serauje ad Dowlah plundered 
“ my houfe, or I Ihould now have efteemed contributing to 
“ your relief as an honour.” Meer JafRer was womanilhly fond 
of jewels, of which he always wore great numbers in his higher 
fortunes. On this day, his neck, arms, wrifts, and turban were 
more richly ornamented than ufual, and the Meerza wittily faid, 

'* To be fore, thefe few Hones about your perfon arc not of 
“ any great value to any one j but I Ihould think a blow from “ 

“ one of your highnefs’s hands as an honour and latisfadbon." " . 
Again, fome enemy of the Mecrza’s informed the navob, that 
his attendants had picked a quarrel with thofe of colonel Clive, 
who was much offended ; and the Meerza coming in foon after, 
Meer Jaffier reproved him, laying, " Know you not the rank 
“ of the colonel, that your people Ihould dare to infolt any of 
“ his friends?*’ The Meerza, putting on a look of fobmillion, ' 
exclaimed, “ My patron, how dare I even look the colonel in 
“ the face with Ileadinefs, who every morning of my life make 
“ three obeifances to his *als.” Meer Jaffier was lilent, and* 
pretended "not to underftand the meaning. * 

. . ’ After 

* Alluding to Meer Jafficr’s being fupported by the colonel/ 
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After fome days fpent in ceremony and entertainments, Meer 
Jaffier, who intended conferring the government of Patna . upon 
his brother Cauzim Khan, demanded from Ramnarain an ac-. 
count of his difburfeinents, and the balance of revenue due to 
government; but the wily Hindoo, who. had, expeding this de- 
mand, fecured th^ protection of the Englifli, complained to- 
colonel Clive, who reprefented it to the navob as a‘ breach of 
ftiith. The navob replied, that he faw no reafon* why he £hould 
T^Cign the province to Ramnarain, and injure his' own brother, 
fcr the promife of the colonel. Clive obferved, that he had 
before told his highnefs of the difagreement which the inter- 
ference of the Engliflis would occafion ; but as„ notwithftanding, 
he had importunately entreated him to write a letter of pro- 
tection under his own feal, he muft therefore^ now abide by 
.the contents^, for he could, not fuifer a breach . of his- promife. 
Meer Jaffier denied having fent. Jiim inftrudtions .tot write what 
he. had done.;, but the colonel,, producing: his own draft, he 
Was ffient. on, thc' fubjecft. to, him, but abufed his fe.cretary and ' 
Ramnarain’s vaqueel for impoftng'^ upon- him^v who, however, 
infilled that they had written- literally according to.- his inftruc- 
tiOns, which he had forgotten in- the multiplicity of bufinefs. 
He- was obliged, to confirm- Ramnarain, in his '‘employment, as 
the colonei, 'infilled- on his- obferving. the: engagement. This af- 
fair being- fettled,, the navob,- made a pilgrimage; tct the, tomb 
of a celebrated fakeer; and afterwards ■ convened a, numerous • 
afiembly of devotees, fbrr whom he| made an^ e^ntertainmcnt* oU. 
the- bank' of the Ganges, at: Batna ; where he^ alfo celebrated 
the -Hmdoo<. feall.'of Mooly/witb much feftivityr’ andr fplendour. 
He- then began- his' return, to, Moorlhudabad,. hunting on his 
march' with a- ielecft- party of his^ attendants at. a' dillance- from 
the- maim body /of his^ army* He, was: accompanied, as he mov- 
ed by troops of muficians and fingers ^ upon elephants, who en- 
tertained him with their harmony-. Amid fuch luxuries he re- 
V-OL. Ii: , A a a - . gulated 
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gulatcd;tlie country as hei paiiled;- and af lengthi-reachedXthe 
palace of ' Mahabut Jung ' at- Moorflilidabad, .-whefej s plunging 
more and more into prdfufion and vblupfuoufriefs/ he became; 
regardlefs of- all public affairs;' -MeerauhV his'- fon, puffed upiwidii 
vanit}^, copied .the manners' of the diffipated of' Dh'ely; 'about 
four- thbufand of ■ whom he ■' had ' taken' into his pay- "as 'Tol-t 
diets. Giving hithfelf ..up do'women and, debauch'eryi ■ with' equal' 

avidity as his father, dioiigli ;' inofe- eiccufeable, .being*'in -ftKe; 

Height of youth, -there, was no' one - to -attend 'to dhe 'bUfinefs'df 
government- The' troops • at 'length became- fb diftreffed' through- 
' Want;- of pay,- that they -pined -with hunger, and'.turned rtheir- 
hqrfes' loofe '^upom' the plains,' for want; of grain to feed '-them;. 
Except ' the' few' tlioufarid guards- of Meerauni his- women,' .‘and 
■ favourite • attendants, - with thole" of the-' naVob' his father,' ' no . one 
was •regularly, paidj -and the cohtroul -of^ tHefe; extenfive ' pro- 
vinces 'was Ibft to the -'dire'dlion-, of three fpies, Cheeny Eaal; 
Muniiy' Laalj^and' Akndbn Sing.' ' By their influence the. .renters 
were',profe(fted’in “'embezzling -the-rfevehuesj fo' that Ihbrtly' there 
was 'not nioney fufficieht '■'fcafried to the treafuiy to bear the 
expenfes'of the' -navob and iiis-.fbn;'- ■ 

':Wlien..dhly 'one year ''and “three' months 'oftHis -wretched 
'government- had.: ela'pfcd,. the' troops were driven .'to.'delpair,, and 
the knife had 'novy 'reached 'the bone; till,r at. length; .■Abd .al 
Hadee 'Khan' and other chiefe confpired ' to, remove Jaffier ;Khan 
froth- the-'.mufnud ■ by afTaffinationV . wheii' he - fhould , attend ;the 
J*aflembly of" mourning in the' month of Mohirrim; but many 
•perfons -being iii. the plot, Ibrnc. one betrayed it to the .navob 
oh the fecond evening' of the meeting, and he came Xnb more 
-ifitb public. ‘ Eriquiiy^was 'made- into "the particulars of'the -trea- 
■foh, and 'inany turned infbriners -to, fave.; their 'liveS.i-'.-Abd- al 
■- ■ ' ■ , ■'' ' ' ' ■' i '■ : ■ 'Hadee 

• In commemoration of thcideaths -of the Imaums, grandfons of Mah'um- 
mud. ' 
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Hadee fi fortified hitnfelf in his- 

owu;. houfe, till, at length, obtainirig ''leave, to quR the proviiiGes^ 
:he_ embarked : with ,his ./arniiy ; from fMborfliudabad I but . was/ 
^fteryrards vfeized and put ; to : death, bn his way up; the Ganges,; 
by / g;; band of AfghaunSj/ eommiffioned -by npob Tor that 
purpbfe. Meer ;■ Cafiuni ■ Khan> another , of- the r confpiratqrs, was. 
.alfo . afTaffinated.,, The - widow; of M . daughter 

Goofeety Begum and ' Ameeny Begum, .alfo . Loptf af the 

widow of - Serauje ad Dowlah, - and her infant daughter, being 
. fufpeifted iof - encouraging ' the ^ plot, were fent into ' confinement at 
Dacca. About three months after this, rumours were fpread of 
the.) prince : Ali Gbher’s; intention to ., enter . Bengal. This: intel- 
ligence , ;alarming, the . nayoh and his ; ton, < they, for their own 
fafety, .paid-, up 'part of the, arrears 'due to the troops, -and prb- 
mifed .ihbre attention ; and Tcgi^ferity / ■ -' 


f : ^(R&narain, ;the deputy governor ; of -Patn^ . waa • a; -man> of 
•much cunning ' and ;• intrigue, ; void: ; of any ; real regard ; to Meer 
•JafHer- Kh^ and.;his famdy,^ but; from ; the/ cphneftion; 'had 
^formed, with the Englifh;: he.: dared not openly/ abt contrary . to 
'treaty, i though fecretly- he wifhed his defi:rudtion> . and was^on the 
watch for opportunity to effect it;/ Rajas . Sunder hing and Pul wauj 
Sing, t wo. principal; zemindars, ;.out of gratitude: to the - protection c 
‘Mahabut . . Jung, hated Meef ; JafRer, as: . the .. deftfoyer of his fa 
:mily,: and iheaitn:ed Rebellion. 7 . The/greEUeft number of the prin 
cipai pebpie V of the .pfovinces,^^ d^^ with the bad qualitie; 

;andvtyranny of -the , jate navob,. had been pleafed at his depofal 
judging, ; that - as ;Meen:jaffier (was advanced . in years, and .hac 
dong ;ferved .Mahabut/Jung; he would follow, his example ^ bill 
mpon ■ : hiS -iac^eiifion.: ;tb( ,p (experiencing his behaviour, anc 
-more particLdaidy /the "cruel .(addons:; of fbn ' Meeraun,- a. mon- 

;;fi:er\bf his time, they now regretted the fall of .Serauje ad 
Dowlah,/ and the old : ^ ‘‘ Blefs our former , ruler,^’ was 

A;/'a‘ 'a,; a.- : d ‘ ' 
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revived on the tongues of the wife and the fimple.' Meer JaF- 
fier, who, when 'paytnafter to Mahabut Jung, was fcelcbrated 
among the troops for his proftife liberality, upon afcending the 
mufnud, became as much ''decried for his avarice. It is.faid, 
that a perfo’n afking him tlie caufe? of this Change in his be-» 
haviour, he (replied, that 'in Mahabut Jung's time the public 
treafure was another's; but now it Was liis own, his heart felt 
uneafy to part with it.* 

, . t i 1 ' 

, In this fituation of affairs, the 'prince Ali jOoher, eldeft fon 
of the reigning emperor, having made his efcape -from the hands 
of his father's minifter, who wifhed tof keep him in,i cOn* 
finement, fought protedlion with Mahummud Koollee Khan, 
the foubahdar of.Aleabad. This nobleman was a yourig ntta 
of courage, but of little conduft. Ambitious of enlarging the 
limits of his government, he was. eaiily tempted, by reports 
"of diforders in Bahar; and Bengal, to attempt ‘their coiiqueft 
under the royal fanaionj for which purpofe he ofFered his 
fervices Jo the fngitivet prince, who readily accepted them. Ma- 
hummud Koollee was v allb fapported in Ids ■ hopes by alTur- 
ances of aid from Shujah ad Dowlah, his coufin, and foubah- 
dar of Oude, who, however, was not fmcere in his promifes, 
and only promoted the expedition in order to remove his rela- 
tion from the fort of Aleabad, which he wiihed to feize for 
himfelf. .Mahummud Koollee Khan had alfo received invitations 
to invade Bahar from Sunder* Sing, Pnlwaun. Sing, and other 
difaffeCted zemindars. The former was truly attached to the &- 
mily of Mahabut Jung, and burned with ardour to| revenge the 
ruin of his femily. He poflefTed true honour, courage, and 
many other good qualities} fo that, had fate permitted him, he 
might have attained, his objeCl^jbut his- life was too fhort. 

' u ‘( Under 

i , { i? 

^ ■ In his plcafures, however, he was ridjculoufly profuf^ and laviflicd fiuns 

ttpon them, whicl^ paid to his troops, would have fecured his power. 
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Dridcr pfet^nce of regulatings Iiis diflrids, and vifiting Raja 
Ramnarain, he left his fortrefs of ‘'Teekaurry^ formed ah en- 
cailipmeht, And began tb leVy trbopfe. While making prepara- 
tions, a “favolirite officer defired the advance of a thoufand 
rupees^ 'which demand, as the like had oftbii been repeat- 
ed, caufed the raja to fay in a jefting manner to his attend- 
ants,' ** GholaUih Ghofe inherits much bravery from his fa- 
ther, but thi& meannefs of bbfrowing is from his mother, 
and darkens his better qualities.” Gholaum Ghdfe, hearing 
df this bbferVatioh, was much enraged, and refolved to -murder 
his patron. He camb and aflced for a thoiifand- rupees j upon 
ivhich the raja told him, Such irhportunity was not decent,** 
and begged • he would defift i ■ but the other impudently de- 
clared he fhould riot" rife till he had given him the fum. The 
raja, upon this, attempting to rife, he feized his garment, cry- 
ing, Sit down till you give me the money.” Sunder Siiig 
exclaimed, Are you ' mad ?’* ^O^rhAh the traitor ftabbed him inof- 
fally with a dagger^ then rufhihg on the attendants, he wound- 
ed feveral, and forced his way . through them. Mounting his 
horfe,' he fled from the camp, ' but waS overtaken by Soorut 
Sing, a relation of tbe'deceafhdy who called out, It is, cowardly 
to fly, return and fight me.” He flopped,- and ' difmounting 
from his horfe,. a bloody conflid: took place. .At length, the 
traitor’s fwbtd being brbkbh, hb ruflied upon his' antagonift and 
threw him Vo* the grouhd. At this time fome villagers appear- 
.iilg, Sborut SiTfg cried out', Why fland yoii'? behold here the 
ihlirderer' of ](^bur prince!’* Upon this,' they ran upon him 
and put him tb death With cluBS and fwords. Thus was- Sun- 
der Sing prevented in hiS • career of joining the • prince. 


' In the* ybar' tifd, Mahumihud Kbollee 'Kliah, under the a,D 
,^byal flandard' of AH Gohir, who had- procured from his father 
the emperor grants of Bengal, Bahar,- and Gri^^ began his 
‘ ‘ ’ • march 

' ‘ A mm- in Baliar.- ' ' ' 
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niarch tiSwards^Patha.-.-; Wheti;, Raja 'Ramriarain - heard of,' hiS; 
having ' approached beyond, Banaras,,,he r was > much, alarmed; . nei--- 
ther the navob ■ nor’ the .‘Englifh army ;having, yet moved from^ 
Moorlhudabad^. The dignity, of. ;the,| royal- narne,,,and-,the terror, 
of -the; Mogul j arnis, ^ filled. his mnd with dread, ,and .made him. 
aft with' caution, , He . pitched., his camp, at-, a , little -diftMce . 
from the. city,, refolving to .join-, eithpr.^the prince..or'.the,;nayob, . 
whoever .'£hould...firft- arrive in;his vicinity. Hearing .-that ; ;the 
royal.; army- had ; eroded; -the Caminnafla,._.and .,that,.,Meer Jaffier 
•had .not -yet left , the capital, he, thought, it, wifell, tb.^treat ;,with . 
the.jformer i ;but .firlir.aiked- the.. .advice of . Mr.-rA'myatt,_ the; 
chief, of the* Englifli .faftoiy ;atT .Patna, pbferying, .that^,“ witlir’ 
f‘, putrthe arrival, of the. navob’s . army,- he.' was unable; to'lcope. 

with ..the.^enemy.’j ...Mr.; Amyaftp-rpplied,', .thati'.' .as'-'to-hirn^ 
*' felf, ,if' amilance; arrived,-, .I}e;..wouid , 'fiimain ,at .Patnai, ^buti'^. 

not,’ .-on ;the near approach , of. ithe . enemy,' lie'; .vvduld ' /etife 
‘‘ fqnie. days’; journey to .the eaft^r4|'towafds Ben'll,', 'and. waif 
.‘I,the .orders,, of; council .•dt-,'pon4nge'nc^ 'ibf '_ eyents'i ' that' a^' for. 
/.'iiRamnarain; he Ihoiild .try,to'';.amule.'the enemy'.'as’ long as’lie. 

could, -..till-.; orders or,, help- arrived., from ' the., riayob j .'but .'iii r 
.“ cafe he; w.as...hard'| pu(hed,.,to, ‘proceed i 'af- he. fhduld ,'fihd'm6ft 
•ff.fpr.'his'ovvn'.adyantagc.’’,^.; ;■ : « 


;.r.-.-; The .Raja, having ‘ received .the _ advice . he wlihed' for, • began 
to.amufe .both parties. ,. He wrote -to MeOraun. and colonel Clive, 
that he.; was.’prep.ared tO;.refifl:--the;-enemy,^. but'.’could'.not , brave, 
them;. alone, ..therefore, hoped 'they- ■would.'- haften, to, his :.reliefi; ' 
. and;. at,,the.,&.me .time :die .fent;,emiflaries -to’ jfecu're, -the favour, 
of the prince, and Mahummud;Xoollee.lChan,,.,y Tjwas at. this 
.time . at- Patna, with 'my, mother and family^ .but ’ih ‘much’dreadj 
as;-;Mecr.,j Jaffier.-; and' r,.Meeraun., haying . heard, that^ my, .father, 
■Huddaiut ' _Ali/;Khan,-, wasj yyitlj . the prince, ; had written, to Rani- • 
naxain-to; obferye.. my.-, motions,. as they .believed 'that, I, and my-. 

' ■ ■-- . ' ' delations" 

* Gholautn the tnativc-TWnter of thefe event?. 
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, • ^ exciters of 'his expedition. But the truth is, 

leah ac— nor 

^^'“like^JeS of tte .lies, he .fpent his time in- diffi- 
aS td-married a .Caflr^ 

Ln at all- with us or ' j/l^lument.' WeV 

during wtiich he enjoye ® Mahabut ' jiing and his , 

from the kindnefs o ^afe-and affluence, nor wanted his. 

nephews, letter o'f ceremony now -and then, there 

“wTno - other ’communication between ms. ■ ; 

. ■ ■■ ■ ' ,'ii Informed of thefe particulars, and on 

- Ramnarain' was well -i protedion 

-the ■ receipt of the navo approach '.of the, prince -nearer 

from'-his-jealoufy. "Up® the Englifli ' embarked in 

Pktna,''Mr. Amyatt wi Uji^ty cofs towards Bengal, 

their' boats,,-and- retired- tw y of:Ramnarairi5 .who 

leaving their- f^^ory under h p 

by this ftep was wnfir'ned ‘however, advifed 

'and- Mahummud 5°°^‘ji:er • chief- of the .fpies, who. judged 

. -Meet -Jaffler would « \ n/. , but • Ramnarain was deeply 

■ the -Englifli; and he *°“S® -l"f/ the flownefs of the na- 
‘ Impreffed by the awe of ro/a y, -condud, he fent 

vob^nd the Englifli.' When.refolved upn^to 

. . for me -privately, and ® of my father. -I complied, 

.prince’s favour through the J j t feveral fpies, 

Ld fet out for the camp., " 'oach. Arriving at 

■who confirmed the news o P . ^ part 

. Aroul, I faw Muddar. ad Dowlah, who wa S S 
•of Ae . prince, and Meer.a. Mahuimnud Ahjn^ „„ 

'bummud Koollee K-han, .as agents, elephants, 

few days’ march from Pama. 
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eleph^ts, Avith one, hundred horfe..,! was aftoniflied,: that -any 
other ih'ould* be fent, Ofi ' this bufmefi than. ■ my . father, :who, was 
intimately acquainted-, with .the .province, and its principal iriha-. 
bltants., ; When-. J had, travelled, a little' farther, ; 1 heard that 
my ;brother,.Nukkee Ah J(Chap. had joined my: father, who had 
fpmmoned ; hini by letter..^. This .gave me much concern, as, 
'there was no. caufe for his thuS; fubjeiUng himfelf to. the re-i 
•fentirient of . the payob, qf Bengal, .^ibout funtet J reached the 
prince’s camp,.; hadi. an interview wifh my father, and foon, dif, 
covered, ..that; from: hh haughtihels; of difpofition,;' lip,.rKad. nqt 
courted the . attention of Mahomrnud hoollee hhan, like 'Jyiiid,-i 
dar ad Dowlah and others', under whofe influence the prince 
adledi - as'-.upbn him : indeed. he 'dQpended fqr fubflftance. ' I diked 
him, .fb Why,’ he; had joined'the: prince,.; fmce- it could, anTwer 
no.' purpofe,. but vexation^ of-, hearti and.. the:-lqfs, qf opr jag- 
hires in. , Bahar,, which we had ■ obtained; :a^’ the expenfe of; fo 
•f. niuch . time, and; .trouble.’' He. gave, mp-qn, aiig^ reply'-.' bpt 
!• perceived! that hhfelb the truth! • of; my chfemdohs. ■:,;,How^ 
ever,vit..cairie indeed! rather- tpQ,= 'l,dte»; and, his" f)tpation; wa? 
pitiable j . foriwhenever. the prince, ".-w.ho; was ha(ly;; 'ahd, iheph," 
fideratej.-adted; cqntraiy to'; th'er Aviflies ! pf-Mahummutt-KpolIee 
Khan,-.he;!conridered; his! condudl jas! briginatipg. from, 'the! a'd^ 
viceiofrmy father, Iri'thbrti 'Muddaf 'ad, Dowlah, ' bping ahiyed 
,at Patna, • perfuaded’ Ramnarain-' by, threats, and; probiifesjtp.-' vilit 
thel'prince; and.’Mahummud .lCoollee;Khan j', who,;on, their; parts, 
agreed! that he'lh'ould. he continued! in; the,' fobbahdaty, ^eard 
ing:d£ thisj. one; day. before that.-appdihted for/ the. interyieiv,. I 
reprefented Uo. my father, ‘f foat ''Ramriarain 'was .-'v.ery:’ artful 
ff. and'. circumipeA-;!; that .under aive of: the" pHnce's/ name-,' arid 
the Mogul- arms/ he- had-, been.‘led.'to'.''fubmiflibb'i but/ upon 
*5. feeing ith'e true Hate ■ of the camp/ vvoiildireperif of his timidity/ 
“.arid, if allowed- to- return to thp; city," would never coriri'p back.” 
My. father angrily Replied,'; “ that th’e family of ', Timur never 
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dealt ‘with ;treacheit 7 :t6 any.'dne?’; • I' anfwered, that I did 
Hint that treachery Jliould be ufed,. but only that the 
prince and his ahny. fliould enter Patiia with .the raja> when 
he , mull of neceffity become their , friend, and upon intelli-^ 
of the fall of the city, , the navob’s army/ would ; ad- 
yance lefs rapidly.” ; He anfwered,, '^/that MaHummud Koollee 
Khan had^ the . power.”; I advifed him to /inform him ;; but 
he faid, that,, as he never confuhed/him, -there was no caufe 
for his intruding his advice/” This enraged , me, and I told 
him, ‘‘ he had given our .family- to the ■ w He became 

more: angry, and I was hlerit; ; ' / ^ 

The, day following, I Went with my fother to . the . royal 
The arrival of tlie raja, and ; his being .long in private / With 
Mahumrnud Koollee . Khan, was announced; VLofing all patience, 
T mentioned rwhat I had obferved to my fother,. tq: ,M 
Do wlah: and others ; but in vainy • At length^ Mahumrnud KooIIee 
entered the royal prefence, arid,: having made: his obeifance> took 
his place , as- vizier on the, left of his> highnefs. ; He inftantly 
began to praife the raja, faying, He was a wife; Hindoo, and 
‘‘ fpbke7the Periian iwith grealt readinCfs ;' in ihort, that he was " 
% fo . much • pleafed with his abilities, ■ that he ; had appointed 
“ hirn -his. oWm dewan, and given .him the deputation of Ale- 
“ abad.’s The prince naturally • afked ■ him, “ How he could 
‘‘ place fuch Gonfedence in a perfon ^at fird light ?” when Mud- 
dar ad Dq wlah a.hd ; others, who/ Had been gratified by the raja 
with a few thoulands ; of rupees, immediately uttered forth his 

praifes for.; wifdom, fidelity, .and. all - good /qualities,; offering to 

be his ; pledges, f In , a/ little time the .. raja ; arrived, and being 
obliged; to >ufe .all ■ the ceremonies of royal audience, which he 
had .never tili' .now been' ,a^ to, he came up to the 

throne . with a .terrified afpedt - and ; parched lips, to prelent his 
ofiFerinff, which I forget, .whether, the prince or Muddar ad Dow- 
■:V^. "B.b b- . ■ '■ lah 
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lah took ’.from him. He was then inverted with a khelautf 
but, as he had himfelf till now been only a bertower of them, 
he was much wearied with the numerous . obeifances, neceffary 
at receiving every feparate part of the drefs. When this was 
over, having flood and recollefted himfelf a little, I faw him 
ohferving the wretched appearance of. the prince, and the ftrange 
manners of his attendants, with contempt, ftiame at his having 
come to an interview, and impatience to return. He was foon 
difmifled, and went with Mahummud Koollee Khan to his tents, 
who permitted him to leave the camp; and the raja, 'imme- 
diately upon his arrival at Patna, iflued orders to Ihut the gates, 
and man the walls of the city. For fome days, he continued 
to amuTe the prince and Mahummud Koollee Khan with trifling 
prefents and melTages, in order to prevent hortilities till the ar- 
rival of the navob’s army; and fuch was the weaknefs of the 
enemy, that they fuffered themfclves to be impofed upon by 
his excufes. At length, Mahummud Koollee Khan wiflied to- 
move his camp to the cartward of the city, through which 
was the common road ; but Ramnarain reprefenting to him that 
fome diforders might arife on the march, from the irregularity 
of the Mogul troops, he confented to go another way ; though 
this denial of'a paflage made it clear to all, but Bimfelfl that 
the raja was deceiving him itdl the approach of the navob’s 
army. He encamped for fome days near the gardens of JafHer 
Khan, and jhe raja kept up the farce of loyalty, by pretend- 
ing to prepare a flatement of the revenues of the province and 
the balance in "the treafury ; tdl, at length, intelligence of the 
march of MeeraunVand colonel Clive from Moorfhudabad ar- 
riving, and the enemys ^coming more urgent in their demands, 
he drove the melTengers of Mahummud Koollee Khan from 
the city, by the importunate advice of Moorlydher, who was 
apprelienfive of the navob’s fiilpefling his loyalty; otherwife, 

Ramnaraia 
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Ramnarain wod^ have . amufed them witho^ till the 

amval of 'the Bengal .arm}?-. ' : ^ 7 > ; . v V ' ^ ' 

. . It ds ; a juii ohfervatibn,' that the weak, man ' adts the fanie 
as the wife, only not till - after difgrace;’/ and fp it. was 
with Mahumtnud Koollee Khan. Gn receiving the raja’s, mef- 
.fage, which was, that he conlidered himfelf as a ; fervaht of 
‘‘ tlie navob of Bengal, and had only vidted him as a gued: of 
“ his mailer’s, but did not underiland his; demand , of the pro- 
vince,”. he flew into, a violentVrage, vowing that he would, 
bring him by force to the prince the next day. Accordingly, 
in the rhorning he began to cannonade, and the liege was car- 
ried on for fome . days v^ith' great brilknels, Tn all probability^ 
Patna would have fallen into his hands, had not the operations 
been interrupted by intelligence, which caufed him to, raife the 
liege~ a.nd retreat. . This was, that Shujah ad Dowlah, who had 
obtained .his, permiflion to Ihelter his women in the fort , of Ale- . 
abad^ oh . pretence - of marching to , j pin . hirn, ? -had -treacheroufly 
feized that place, and pbflelTed himfelf of; the province. . Ma- 
hummud Kbollee- retired from . Patna, , and the, prince, unable to 
abt with his own fmall army, reludantly accompanied . him. On 
his arrival at Phoolwawree, only ' four 'miles from the city, he 
was met by Mr. Law j who had haftened with his fmall band 
of F renchmen , from Chutterpore, (where he . had ;Tefided fince 
the fall of. Serauje ad Gowlah) to .oifer his fervices. Mr. Law 
remonflrated with , him, but; in . vain,' on: the. folly . of ja , retreat 
when he was ; fo near ; fuccefs. , He. marched onwards, .'and Mr. 
Law went . to viflt;, the ^prince, and offer ‘ .his afliflance. ■ ^ The 
prince .urihefitatingly informed him,. that, he depended on 
“ Mahumniud Kbollee: Khan even for his .daily expenfes, , and 
without him could not continue the .flege ; therefore mufl: re- 
tire" ; to : Chutterpore, in hopes of , fupport from the raja of 
that country.” , Mr. Law offered to accompany him, and 
; - ' B b b 2' ' marched 
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marched on in front. Being at’ Saflaram when he arrived there, 
I paid him a vifit; when he complained loudly of the folly 
of the nobles of Hindooftan, who, he faid, were ' cowardly, 
giving up their ' etnpire to ruin ; that he had travelled from 
the coaft of Bengal to Dhely, and been witnefs . of nothing but 
oppreflion of the poor and plundering of travellers. “ Though 
“ I," faid he, " have ufed every argument to excite fuch 
‘o powerful' nobles as ‘Shujah ad Dowlah and ‘Ummaud ^al 
•“'Mbolk-to regulate the empire, and attempt the recovery of 
" Bengal- from the Englilh; they would -not .attend to me, nor 
“ underftand their real interefts.” 

I . . , . • 

Soon after Mr. Law had polled, the prince, and with him 
'my father, arrived; who complained heavily of the behaviour 
of Mahummud Koollee Khan and his highnefs, alking my ad- 
vice how he fhould proceed. I obferved, " That as he could 
" not return to Dhely, from the enmity of Ummaud al Moolfc, 
“ and the ' prince was unable to fupport him, Aere was but 
' “ one refource left, which was, to join Pulwaun Sing, who had 
■ “ great intereft with Ramnarain, and could procure the refli- 
tution of our jaghires, forfeited" by joining the prince, .fhould 
' “ Pulwaun Sing fubmit.” This he agreed to ; and accordingly 
‘went to his camp, where the raja gladly received him. Pul- 
waun Sing, who was rich and powerful, offered, if the prince 
and Mr. Law would remain with him, to hazard an engage- 
ment with the Englifh and Meeraun; they would not con- 
fent, fearful that, as he was a zemindar, ne might treacheroully 
deliver them up to the enemy to make his own peace. It was 
then agreed, that the prince fhould, to fave appearances, write 
a letter to colonel Clive, demanding a fiim of money as the 

price 

» Kavob of Oude* 

, ^ Prime minifter of the empirek 
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price of his retreat j which he commanded me to compofe, and 

it was fenf by Nobut KJian to the colonel. ’ ' 

* \ - 

When Shujah ad Dowlah heard of the retreat of Ma- 
hummud Koollee Khan, he treacheroufly commanded Beny Ba- 
hadur, his deputy^ and Bulwaun Sing* of Banaras, to intercept 
his march, and take him prifoner. They accordingly encamped 
their forces near * Ramiiuggur, on the high road> and fent word 
to the prince and Mr. Law, that they did not mean to mole/t 
them, but would oppofe ^ the ’ progrefs of Mahummud Koollee 
Khan; upon which the former feparated from him,. and conti- 
nued their route to Chutterpore. Mahummud Koollee, againit 
the remonftrances of his friends, confented to di/band his army, 
and throw himfelf on the protearion of Shujah ad Dowlah; who 
immediately on his arrival, kept him a prifoner, and ihortly 
after put Mm to death. 


Meer Jaffier Khan, upon hearing of the. vidt of Ramnarain 
to the prince. Was much alarmed, and entreated the affiftalice 
of colonel Clive, who agreed to march with his fon Meeraun 
- to the relief of Patna ; but it was not the intention of. the En-- 
glifli, who at tliis time were unacquainted with the. low Rate 
■ of the empire, to oppofe, if it was poMble to avoid it, the em- 
peror’s fon, for whofe dignity^ they had much refped; and it is 
certain, had he and Mahummud Koollee Khan aded prudently, 
a treaty might have been concluded to their honour and advan^ 
.tage ; but their weak Conduct 'ruined fheif affkirs. Meeraun upon 
his march halted at Raujemahal, intending to allure Khadim 
' Houffein Khan, fojedaur of Poorneah,^ to an interview, at which 
he had refolved to ' aflaffinate' him, being jealous of his power, 

' and fearful of his joining the prince. This dedgn, however, be- 
ing reported abroad, the fojedaur, who was a prudent man, march- 
ed from Poorneah up the banks of the Ganges, giving out that 

he 


« The palace of the raja of Banaras, 
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ht meant to join the young navob ; but upon his arrival at 
Currangola, nearly oppofite Raujemaiial, he halted, and fent an 
agent to colonel Clive, reprefenting his fears of Meeraun’s trea- 
chery, and begging his protedlion. The colonel accordingly dif- 
fuaded Meeraun from> Iiis deiignj and having met the fojedauf 
in a boat on the middle of the Ganges, aflured him ,bf fafety. 
Khadim Houlfein Khan, however, not chuling to vilit. Meeraun, 
the colonel obtained for him the navob^s permilfion, much a- 
gainll: his inclination, to return to Poorneah, Clive being fecurity 
for his fidelity to the navob,- and the navob’s fincerity to tlie 
fojedaur. Meeraun then proceeded towards Patna with the co. 
lonelj but before their arrival the enemy had retreated. Near 
the city they were vifited by 'Ramnarain, who artfully exxufed 
his interview with Mahummud KooUee KJian, and became more 
favoured than before.^ Though, he had importunately entreated 
me to be his agent with the prince, and I had complied with 
his requeft againft my own inclinations, he now abufed me to the 
navob as a traitor, faying, “ It was a ftrange world,- that I lliould 
“ be fo deceitful as to defert his fervice, and join my father;’’ 
though he himfelf was indeed the traitor, for his refolution was 
to join the enemy, till he faw their wealcnefs. With fuch arts 
he preferred his own reputation; but it is furprizing how he 
could perfuade the Englilli that he was their friend, after having 
vifited the enemy. The fadb,is, he was immenfely rich; and, 
in thefe days, money can do wonders, even give vice the ap- 
pearance of virtue. After forae days flay at Patna, Meeraun and 
the Englilh marched againft Pulwaun Sing, who fled to the hilly 
country for fecurity; at the fame time fending offers of fubmiA 
fion, which were accepted. Ramnarain perfuaded the young na- 
vob to return to Patna; which he willingly did, being fatigued 
with the campaign, leaving Ramnarain and the colonel to adjuft ~ 
affiiirs with the zemindar. Pulwaun Sing honourably infifted on 
the pardon of my father and the continuance of his jaghires, 

before 
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befom He would feept his' own,/ which ' 'God be 

praifedi that what I had foremen,' came to pafs* The Engliili 
approved much the- letter I had \vm^ to them for the prince, 
and, being, moved ' ^ Clive fent him a 

fum of moiiey. All affairs 'being concluded with -Pul Waiin Sing, 
Rarhharaih and the Englifh returned to Patna. 

Meeraiin being now anxious to return to Moorfhudabad, pre- 
pared for his departure j but to drive from his fer- 

vice jAilaulut Khan and fome othq: officers, of whoFe at- 
' tachment he and his father had entertained fome fufpiciohs, 
but had concealed their jealoufies on -account of the prince’s 
invafioh, left 'they fhoUld have joined him. Meer Jaffier had 
inflrudted his fon to leave them behind him without their in- 
fonnatiori, left rage provoke them to attempt his perfon f 

but the', truth is, they had rid defigns inimical to the father or 
the fon; They had ever been attached to ; Meer JafSer, and on 
that /account were difplaced from the ferviee of government by 
Serapje ad Dowlah, and fuffered great hardfhips, . remaining, with- 
out employment for twelve month?. When, I was, by the acci- 
dent already related, /obliged to join the prince’s army, I wrote 
a letter • to Dilleer Khan, -with whoni I.’ had ® exchanged turbans, 
inviting him to; embrace the prince’s ferviee, and requefting him 
to efbort my family to the camp. He wrote me in anfwer, 
that his own head ftiould be fecurity for my horiour ; but that as 
for deferting Meer Jaffier, he never' would, though he fliould be 
forftkdri by all. V ■ . ‘ ' 

/ ' / Meetaun, agreeably to the inftih^ions of his father, till the 
hiTival of Ramnaraih pretended much friendfliip for Dilleer Khan, 
but afterwards ' forbad him his prefence, and departed fuddcniy 
in -boats towards the capital, leaving him and his followers un- 

■/ •■/•/ ■/•'■ /-O ■’ ' '■ ' . ' - 

^ By exchange of turbans, perfons adopt each other as brothers.. 
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der long afreara* of pay..- Finding he could obtain no fatisfadlion 
from Ramnarainj who pleaded that he had no orders to advance 
him. money, Dillee'r Khan, with his friends and followers, went , 
to Teekaviry, and offered.thehr fervices to Eutteh Sing and' Boo- 
niaud Sing, relations- of the late. Sunder Sing, 'who entertained 
them. Not long afterwards, Dilleer Khan joined Kaurogar Khanj 
the zemindar of Terhoot, in a, petition to the prince, that he 
would; march, again, towards ^Patna, and, , his,' highnefs readily , 
embraced their offers of -affiftancc. , Dilleer IChan would have , 
prevailed on-, me to join them, !but I refufed, and repaired to 
Patna. • Ramharain would . have, denied me a refidence, at the - 
iiiftigation .of Moorlydherj and .others; but .Mr. Fullerton,' fdr- 
geon„to the.Englilh faftoiy, by .permiffion of -Mr. Amyatt, the 
chief, gave me apartments at his own houfe, 1 being intimately 
acquainted - with thofe gentlemen. , Upon intelligence- of' the 
prince’s approach, Ramnarain encamped with his forces at .forne' 
diftance from the. city, and, was joined by captain ■Cochra'n,:-with . 
fome Englifo foldiers, .fepoys, and fome' pieces of artillery. ■: , 

The,' prince had croffed the Carumnaila, and juft entered the- 
proyince' of. Bahar, when he' received intelligence, of the' murder 
of his fother Aulumgcet ad ; upon which he di^atched an exprefs 
to my father, then' at Houffeinabad, commanding him, . to his pre- 
fence; and diking his. advice on this event. My father, in reply; 
recommended him to affuroe immediately the imperial authority, 
to fend the * inkftand , of.; the vizarut to Shujah ad Dowlah, Ibu- 
bahdar of Oude, and the khelaut, of ameer al. amra; to ;Nu- ^ 
jeeb ad Dowlah, a; powerful Afghaun chief; alfo to difpatch 
Munneer .ad. Dowlah. on an embaljy to. Ahmed Shaw Abdallee, 
to requeft his affiflance, and commands to the Afghaun duels 
of Hindooftan . .to acknowledge him as,.. emperor. ' The prince, 
, ■• ' J ' ■ ■ , accordC.' 

« The viaier is inveBed in office by a prefent.of an inkftand iuid canopy 
from- the emperor, - • , i ,r.‘ , ■ ■ ■ -..n 



according aibended tlie throne, <b^ the tide of : Shaw Aulum,; 
and afted ■ accoidmg ' to my fathers: adviced ;He 
- by 'Kautogar Khan ; with five thoufand ^hprfe,. Mleer ^han, and 
Aflaulut IChan, with their followers, when - he iprpceeded toeilr 
,gage.Ramnarain; v^o was; defe^^ with difficulty gained, 

the city. Captain Cochran and Mr, Barwell were Jkdled, with 
fomc: fbidiers ^ and ; fepoys ; but the remainder ; of ; thei Engliffi,. 
having fpifced one of theii* cannon^- retreated in good order to^ 
Patna. : Raja- Moorlydh^^ and Omar Khan, a principai chief, 
-Were taken The emperor and Kamgauf. Khan* did 

not. purfue the . enemy, having fuffered much in the . adion, and 
loft \the two gallant chiefs Dilieer- Khan and : Afiaulut Rhan*. 
Had the royal army followed the. fugitives, it is mofi: probable,. 
Paitna would ; have fallen widiout refiftance. For fonie days the 
city was in the utmoft corifufion ; hut at length,, no enemy ap- 
•pearing, the, fpirhs of the inhabitants Revived.* . ' . \ , 

The emperor next marched to attack Meeraun/ who was- 
adyaricing 'from Mdqrfiiudabad ; but .the roya army was defeated 
by the •gallantry pf the Englifh, • In this adion Meeraun was- 
Wounded; ; Shaw Aulum, by advice ' of Kaumgaf Khan, now 
hafiened; by forced ^marches through the hills, , in hopes of fur-^ 
prizing. Meer Jaffier in his . c but the nayob having timely 

intelligence from his fon .Meer^^ prepared ; upon which the 

. royal: army retreated, , and ^-marched by another route towards 
Patna, hoping,* as Meeraun had moved towards Moorihudabad 
tO'the affiftance of his, .father, -.'that the city, would' fall an eafy 
prey ^before he could return to^ ' r it^ Unfortunately for 
them, idiey halted a few -days at Bahar, which gaVe time to 

Raffindaih to prepde for defence; ■ for, part of his 

troops- wei-e with Meeraun, and^only a dbw fepoys in the Englffii 
fkdory. ; -Uponi intelligenGe of the; approach ^oF the enemy, as- 
as WWe in tW difirids were calkd 

— « - C c c hi. 
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in, and. Mr. Amyatt encreafed his force to about three com- 
panies of fepoys, from the fcveral ftations. At length the enemy , 
commenced the ficge, and o' few nights after, Mr. Law and 
his Frenchmen attempted an efcalade, but were defeated by the 
vigilance and aftivity of the^Englilh and Raja Shittabroy. They 
repeated their attempt a fccond evening in a different quarter, 
with the fame ill fucctfs j but the fpirits of the garnfon began 
to faU, efpecially of Ramnarain and his followers, when they 
were revived by . the arrival of an Englifli detachment under 
captain Knox, who had marched from Burdwan in thu-teen days, 
and reached the bank of the river appolite the city the morn- 
ing after the lall aflault. The following evening, the Englifli 
made a fally upon the befiegers, who were eafily defeated. 
Kaumgar Khan now retired towards Gyah Maunpore with the 
' emperor, and raifed contributions upon the neighbouring diflrifts, 
for 'his fupport. . 

Shaw Aulum repeatedly fummoned my father to his pre- 
fence, but he, unwilhng to offend" the navob of Bengal, evaded 
comings AH length, Kaumgar Khan, to oblige him, detach- 
ed Sheoput Mharatta to plunder his jaghires he was then 
forced to comply, being without help, and prepared for his de- 
parture td^ the royal camp. Upon this, Ramnarain endeayoured 
to excite the refentmcnt of the Englilh againft’me; obferv- 
ing, that my lather, notwithftanding the reftoration of his jag- 
hire, was leagued with the enemy and I with him, at the 
fame time that I enjoyed the Englifli proteOlion. .Mr. Amyatt 
fpoke to me on the fubjedt, and defined I would write .to per- 
foade my father from joining the emperor. I told him, “ that 
“ my writing would be of no effeOt, while my fether was'ex- 
“ pofed tct the ravages of the enemy; but that, if he fliould 
“ be allowed to come and refide in the city, he would w.il- 
“lingly avoid going to ‘the emperor; that as for myfelf, I,had 

'“•not 
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« not the leafl: correfpohdence witk the enemy, fmce my ar^ 
rival at Patna.’’ Mr. Amyatt ^ faw the juftice of my re- 
marks, and afTured me of his protection but defired I would 
write, which I did, declaring ,as bejfore, that my father mud: 
of neceffity obey the emperor, while he and his family were in 
the open country expofed to his dilpleafure. . It fo happened, 
‘he repaired^ to the royal camp againft his inclination, and was 
honoured with the firil- place in his majelly’s confidence.. 

The enemy continixed in the country of Kaumgar Khan and 
Teekaury, waiting the fuccefs of the embalTy to Ahnied Shaw 
•^Abdallee. At this period, Khadim Houfiein Khan,- being fear- 
ful of the treachery of Meeraun, relblvcd to join the emperor 5 
and hating feized all the' money he could from the inhabitantSi, 
marched from Poorneah with five' or fix thoufand horfe, about 
feven thoufand infantry,- and upwards of forty pieces of artil- 
' leiy, Towards Patna, and foon arrived near Hajeepore, on the 
bank of the river oppofite the city. Had he done this before 
'the arrival of captain Knox, Patna would, certainly have fallen 
into the hands of the emperor,^ and Khadim Houfiein Khan 
would have acquired great honour. Ramnarain, upon intelli- 
gence of his- approach, confulted with Mr. Amyatt; who ob- 
feryed, that as the emperor was at a difiance from the city,, 
the raja fliould' detach the greater part of the forces with cap- 
tain Knox, who had undertaken to crofs the river and engage 
with Khii&im ' Houfiein Khan. Ramnarain was' afiojiifiied he 
jfhould think of attempting it with fo finall a force; but Mr, 
Amyatt prefiing him, he promifed to prepare ' his troops to join- 
'the Englifii. Mr, Amyatt alfo defired the afiifiance of Raja 
- Shittabroy, who with great' willingnefs joined captfrn Knox with 
. his' followers, about two 'hundred horfe and foot. The Bnglidi 
detachment confided of three or four companies of fepoys, one 
of Europeans, and two field pieces of artillery. The troops of 

C c c Rzmnzrain, 
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Ramnarain, according to the ufage of the prefent times, delay* 
cd their march to fettle arrears of pay and other affairs,, fo 
that not one man of them joined the captain ; but on the con- 
trary, Hummeed adi Dien, la principal jemmautdaur, endea- 
voured to perfuade Shittabroy to return, by reprelenting the folly 
of attacking fuch a force as Khadim Houllein Khan’s with a 
handful of men, and infinuating that Ramnarain wiflied his de- 
ftrudtion, and would he iglad of the defeat of his own troops, 
to whom he owed confiderable arrears ; but that he and other 
officers had refolved not to rifk their lives and fortunes by 
joining the rafh, infatuated Enghfh. Shittabroy, however, was 
not to be diverted from his attachment, and accompanied cap- 
lain Knox acrofs the river to meet the enemy, who, contrary 
to the expedtation of Ramnarain and the inhabitants of the 
city, were defeated with great daughter, and the Jofs of great, 
part of their baggage and 'artillery. Upon this Khadim HoulTein 
Khan retreated towards the diftridt of Butteah, and captain, 
Knox, unable to purfue 'him, left the abfence of his detach- 
ment Ihould leave Patna expofed to the emperor’s army, re- 
croffed the nver a few days after the battle. Shittabroy, by 
his gallantry and fidelity, defervedly acquired the confidence of 
the Engliflj, who rewarded him with great liberality. , 

Not long- after this event, Meeraun, who had marched fi-om 
Moorftmdabad upon intelligence of the defeftion of Khadim 
‘Houflein Khan, arrived near Patna tvith his own arnjy and the 
Englilh forces under the command ’of colonel Calhaud, With- 
out entering the city, they crofted the river in purfuit of the 
rebels ; who , having already been defeated by fo few of the 
Engldh, ftrove now only to effedl his retreat from the pro- 
vinces. He kept up a fort of running fight for feveral days 
with the navob, till his progrefe was ftopped by the hills and 
the river Ghunduc j & that he muft inevitably, have ftllen into 

the 
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' the hands of-Meeraun/had not an unforefeetj - CT^^^ 

from defbra^tion. .. •: ' : . . 

■ • As it -was notv the\commencement bf . ‘Ae 

the decree of divine vengeance hung over Meeraun, ^ v -ype 

• the f ^ A.D.. 

hand. ■ 1173. ^ L aS^^foTendour of the 

I, of hU life ...d «So -S.™ “5 »h» 

deftruaion. About athir A „ero dbmiflba. M&raun, 

his companions, with p quitting -his Marge 

(O gouta .S.i.A *= «yj3_ that »,?.» :.f I. 

tent, retired to a fma.ler feured' by-.ftrong , 
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5ome time after the accident, when the fury of the ftorm had 
abated, the attendants whofe turn it was, to watch, coming in, 
faw them in the fleep of death, and immediately, without nolle 
or clamour, informed fome of the principal officers, whofe tents 
Were neareft. Upon examination, five or fix fmall holes were 
found on the ,back part of his head, and, on his body, ftreaks 
like the marks of a whip. His fcymetar, which lay near" his 
head on the bed, had alfo holes in it, and part of 'the point 
was melted. The tentpole appeared as if rotted. 

Meeraun was of a bloody and unrelenting dilpoCtion. With 
him, the flighteft jealoufy vvas fufficient to bring death on its 
objeft. By his inftigation, Khaujeh Hadee Khan and Meet 
Cauzim Khan were aflaffinated on fufpicion of difloyalty. He 
killed feveral women of his haram with his own hand, and 
would boaft of the adt, faying, “ this was the true mode of 
“ clearing up doubts, and eating the mind of jealoufies " With 
this lavage ferocity, he procured -'the death of Ameena Be^ta 
,and Goofeety Begum, the daughters, of Mahabut Jung, whom 
he caufed to be drowned; and among his papers was found 
a lilh of msny • perfbas whoai he had tefo2ved to cat off ’at 
.the conclulion of the campaign, determined, as he faid, to fid 
himfelf of the dilloyal, and fit down in repofe with his friends; 
'But the Almighty, who is protedlor of 'the univerfe, would riot 
i permit fuch barbarity. When he beholds a people. immerfed 'in 
t^vickednefs, he commits the guidance of power over them to 
.a 'tyrant, that he may punilh their offences t but he lets not 
tthat Qrrant remain for ever over his lervants.. Tire government 
of the oppreffive has no permanency, for the fcripture ■ truly 
fays, “ Dominion may continue even with infidelity, but cannot 
“ with cruelty. If, indeed, after neceflary . feverity, the cruel 
“ become juft, ’he may eftablilh their power; or elfe, reihedy^ 

' ■“ ing 
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of his fon in law Mecr Caufim Khan, to whom he Jiad a great 
averfioD, and font him to negotiate fome bufinefs at Calcutta; 
where, during his agency, he imprefled thfe minds of the coun- 
cil of his fuperiority of ability for government over Meer Jaf- 
fier or his fon; and, indeed, he was eminently dillinguilhed 
among 'his cotemporaries and family for penetiation and con-_ 
duft.. Having fimftied his embafiy, he returned to the navob, 
who, pleafed at his fuccefs, Ihewed him more kindnefs than 
formerly^ and he became of much influence at court. 

At this time the troops, being greatly in arrears, furrounded 
the palace in a mutinous manner, demanding payment and 
Meer Caufim had the addrefs to quell them, by offering him- 
felf as fecurity for the redrefs_ of their grievances. Soon after 
this it became neceflary for him to repair again to Calcutta, 
Meer Jaffier was unwilling at firft to permit him; but fate 
would not allow him to prevent him. 

I 

Mr. Vanfittart was by this time arrived. To him Meer 
Caufim related'the negleft of the navob in the affairs of hiS' 
government, the difordered ftate of the revenues and army, and 
the expenfes of the houfehold, owing to the influence of a few 
lUean people without ability, as Chceny Laal, Munny Laal, 
and Aknoon Sing Halkarrah, over every department. Mr. Van- 
fittart, who was unequalled among the Englifh for his judg- 
ment and abilities in ftate affairs, perceived that Meer Caufim 
iGian was among all the relations and fervants of the navob 
moft diftinguifhed iti underftanding, and he wrfhed to form fome 
plan for the regulation of the declining provinces. occurred 
to him, that Meer Caufim Khan fhould be entrufted with the 
adminiftration of the government, as the deputy of his father-' 
in law the navob, to whom he fhould regularly pay a fum 
adequate to the proper fupport of his dignity. He laid his plan' 

before 
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before the couhcil - for their advice and approbation, ■ and the 
majority affehted to its. execution;, but Mr. Amyatt, Mr. Ellis, 
Mr. Batfoh, : and majfor Carnac, difapproved the meafure. Though 
the inability of Meeir J affier ■ was not To ' problematical as not 
to be perceived by them> efpecially Mr. Amyatt ; yet^ as he 
wifoed his: own party to prevail over Mr. -Vanfittart, he op- 
pofed his plans, according to the maxim, “ ^ It is impoffibie to 

love Alee, and not hate Maweeah.’'- The two. parties ac- 
cufed each other, r in* their letters to Europe, of every mif- 
management; arid their mutual enmity caufed the; ruin of num- 
bers, as I fliall hereafter relate. The governor’s party being the 
tlrongefl:, his, meafures took place.; Meer , Caulim was congra- 
tulated on his fuccefs, and returned to Moorjfhudabad ; where 
it was agreed that Mr. Vanfittarf fo^ repair to execute his 
plan. This he did very Tpeedily, raccompanied hy Mr. Haftings 
and fome. other gentlemen, with a ' detachment of the army. 

Upon the governor’s ^ arrival . at Moradbaug, a garden houfo 
oppolite the , city,- on the bank of the river Baugruttee, Meer 
JafHer the next morning came to viiit him, , and was informed 
of , the plan agreed upon . by the . council, which he hrenuoufly 
refufed , to accede to, ; though Mr. Manfittart ufed every argu- 
ment to convince him that no hurt was intended to'Tiis dignity, 
but . that he only meant, by appointing Meer Caulim his deputy, 
to eafe . him of a .load of Cares, which his infirm hate of health 
rendered hira ; incapable, of bearing, and to refcue his honour 
and iafety from the dangers they fuhained by the ill behaviour 
of ignorant and : felfrinterefted minifters.^ After fome. time, the 
navob , took leave, and returned , to his palace. On the way 
back, he met Meer Caufim, who was coming to Moradbaug, 
VOL. JI. - V ; D d d and 

» The family - of . Alee, fon in law of Ma'hummud, was deflroycd by the 
caliph Maweeah, who isr held - in abhorrence by the fe<Sh of the forn»cr on 
that account, ; 
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and commanded him to return j but he pretended not to hear, 
and proceeded. 

When Meer Caufim heard what had pafled, from the gover- 
nor, he exprefled his fears that the navob’s having been in- 
formed of his plan, without being obliged to its execution, 
would prove hazardous to his fafety. Mr. Vanfittart exprefled 
uncertainty how to adt; upon which Meer Caufim was ftdl 
more alarmed, faying, “ If you are at a lofs, what mud: I be, 
“ who am without any other fupportf” It being now dinner 
time, the governor retired to table, and Meer Caufim to a 
feparate apartment. Here he -confulted with Ali Ibrahim Khan, 
who advifed him to wait patiently for another converfation with 
the governor, and to fee how he would aft: that if he gave 
up the plan, he could retire with his penniflion into ‘Beer- 
boom and join the emperor, who would gladly receive him. 
Meer Caufim refolved on this ftep, as a laft refource to fecure 
himfelf from the jealoufy of the navob, (hould the EngUlh give 
up their defign, and with much policy, for he' would have been 
joined by many perfons of rank, and the troops, for whofe 
arrears ,he had flood fecurity, were attached to him; which 
would have enabled him to have alTumed independance. Din- 
ner bemg concluded, Mr. Vanfittart renewed the converfation, 
and it was at length determined, that Meer Jaffier fhould be 
forced to accede to his meafures; for which purpofe he would 
accompany Meer Caufim to the palace the next morning. 

In the morning, Mr. Vanfittart, attended by the Englifh 'de- 
tachment, went to the palace, and was met by Meer Caufim 
and his friends. Repeated alTurances were fent to the navob, 
that no injuiy was intended to his peribn or dignity. Mr. 
Vanfittart endeavoured to perfuade him that the appointment of 

a deputy 


• A woody diflridt in Bengal. 
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, • npflr a relation, would- reinftate his affairs from 

a deputy they were involved by the mifmanage- 

the confufion “ prefent -favourites, but in vain. Some 

"tedl fending and receiving meffages, when the Eng- 

\T i f . Aat the navob would not confent to their requeft. 
lifh, findmg that tn mnfnud in his own name, 
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MEER CAUSIM KHAN. 


IVTeER Caufim Khan, on his acceflion to the mufnud, finding 
the treafury low, was diftrelTed to pay off the arrears due to the 
troops, for which he had given fecurity, and 'the debts of the 
Enghflij on which account he haftened to reform the revenues 
of the feveral diftridls. He gaVc' Burdwan in mortgage to the 
Enghfli, and pledged to them fome of his jewels. After muf- 
tenng the army, and detefling the impofitions of feveral officers, 
he fatisfied the troops, by paying them partly in money, and 
partly by orders on the colleilions. He fettled the dilburfements 
of his houlehold, fb as not to exceed his revenue, and reformed 
feveral ufelefs departments, hitherto kept up for fhew. He oblig- 
ed Cheeny Laal and Munny Laal to refund confiderable fums, 
which they had embezzled under the "late government. Meer 
Caufim, being well acquainted with the circumftances of the re- 
lations and dependants of the three late navobs, now exaified 
money from all whom he knew to be rich, and even obliged 
feveral courtezans to refund fums and valuable effedls which they 
had received from Meer Jaffier and his fon Meeraunj nor did 
he fpare the women and eunuchs of Mahabut Jung, who had 
retired from the court and its affairs. In fhort, the advice of 
Saadee'the poet, “ Why collcileft thou not from every fubjedf 
“ a grain of filver, that thou mayefl: form a treafureJ” He had 
attentively liftened to, and now ftrift'ly followed. Raja Suknut Sing, 
who had held great offices under Mahabut Jung, voluntarily ue- 

livered 
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livered up: all :his > who gave him up a 

part, and ever •treated>hirh with ^p)ardcu attention, 

lowing him to fit::cIofe ;tb h^ in public. : Having thus col- 

iedted a great treafure^; he fatlsfied the. army, and difbaiided fuch. 
of the troops as he could not truft, levying others in their room j 
after which he prepared to reduce the power of the refraftory 
zemindars.. In , fad:, this defcription of men ' are in general faith- 
lefs,- and ready upon the fmalleft, commotion to forget the in- 
dulgence of their governors j oh which account' former emperors 
hever relied, upon them, but; always mahaged the pergunnahs by 
■ their own officers.: On this account, in their days, the provinces 
were flourifhing, and men of all ranks fatisiied and fecure; but 
iince the zemindars have been left uncontrouled in the govern-- 
ment of their diftridls, confulion* has prevailed, and the country 
is, decaying. : Meer Caufim having marched from Moorffiudabad 
againft Affiud, Zummaun Khan, raja of Beerboom, who had re- 
fufed to pay an additional demand of revenue, eahly defeated 
him with the affihance of the Engliffi. 

' It is now" neceflary, for the fake of regularity, that I ffiould 
return to the affairs of Patna and the occurrences in that province,. 
Iince the death of Meeraun. 

At the conclufion of the rains, major Carnac with the En- 
glifh army, accompanied by Ramnarain, Raujeboollub, and tlie 
. forces of Meeraun, marched to Gyah Maunpore againft the em- 
peror and Kaumgar Khan, who were defeated, and Mr. Law 
Was taken prifoner. Major Carnac after the viaory Cent Raja 
■ Shittabroy with propofals of peace, and an offer to vhit tise em- 
peror, who at firh declined them, by advice of Kaumgar Khan, 
but on the remonftrances of my father, he fent again for * die 
' raja, arid confented -to an interview with the Englidi. Upon 
this; Kaumgar Khan retired to his own country. Shaw Anhim 
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having moved nearer the Englilh camp, appointed the next day 
to receive the major; who came agreeably to his promife, and 
after the cuftomary ceremonies, condudled his majefty to Gyah, 
/rom whence, in a few days, he attended the imperial ftandard 
to Patna. i 

Meer Caufim, , upon intelligence of this event, haftened from 
Beerboom to Patna, much alarmed at the connexion of the Eng- 
lifli with the emperor, eipecially as major Carnac was of Mr. 
Amyatt’s party, which had oppofed Mr. Vanfittart in his accef- 
fion to the foubahdary. He refufed to viCt his Majefty in his 
camp, either from fear of treachery, or pride, but, after much 
negotiation, confented to pay his refpefts to him at the Engliih 
faflory; which was accordingly- adorned for the occafion, and a 
throne placed upon the dining tables, which were 'covered with 
a rich mufnud. Shaw Aulum came to the faflory on the day 
appointed, an‘d Meer Caufim being introduced, made the cuftom- 
ary offerings, and was prefented with a khelaut and other marks 
of favour, when he agreed to pay the emperor ‘ twenty four 
lacs of rupees annually from the revenues of the three provinces. 
After ’the interview, the emperor took up his refidence in the 
citadel, and the navob returned to his own camp ; ^ but being 
jealous of my father’s attendance on his majefty, he prevailed 
on the Englifh to procure the royal order for his .return to his 
jaghire, which, they /did, though againft their inclinations, to 
guiet his fulpicions./ 

Shaw'Aulupi,^ after fome ftay at Patna, having received in- 
vitations from his vizier Shujah ad Dowlah and , other chiefs, 
marched from that city to join him, greatly to the , fatisfaftion 
of^the navob, who feared that the attachment of the Engliih to 
himfelf might be weakened by their regard for the royal caufe. 

Meer 
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, 'Meer Caufim , had long , wiflied demand of ; Ramnarain an 

account of the 'or°sS^'ad: Dow.- 
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This event rendering my farther flay at Calcutta necdlefs, 
I returned to Patna; and indeed it was in vain that I endeavour- 
ed to draw Mr. Aniyatt over to friendfliip for the navob. He 
one day faid to me, “ You well know, that I have no regard 
*' for Ramnarain, hut, on the contrary, dillike him; yet, as I 
“ have from the beginning taken an oppofite party to the go- 
" vernor, and our difputes are referred to England, I- cannot 
“ befriend Meer Caufim without contradidling my own afler- 
“ tions. If a decifion tliall arrive in favour of the governor's 
“ party, he will not feek niy'help; but if my opinions are ap- 
“ proved, and the government committed ''to my charge, fliould 
" the navob offer me his friehdfliip, I lhall have no objedlion 
'• to return it.” Upon this, I tvrote freely to Meer Caufim 
the determinations of Mr. Amyatt and his friends. 

The navob, upon permiffion from the council, demanded 
Ramnarain to give in -his accounts, which he did. In them the 
raja had put down large fums paid to jaghiredarsj but the 
navob required the receipts of the perfbns laid to have receiv- 
ed them, as vouchers for the payment; alfo mufter rolls of the 
troops, and the books of the feveral payoffices of each corps, 
as proof of the exadtnefs of the difburfements ; for which pur- 
pofe he ordered the fervants of. the raja in eacli department to 
■ attend with their papers. Ramnarain, confcious of his mif- 
'management and embezzlements of the colle(Sions, was alarm- 
ed, and at a lofs how to aiR, being no longer fupported in his 
contumacy by the EnglUh. Some of his friends advifed him to 
refift the navob by force; but, as he was void of perfbnal 
courage, he faw no remedy but fubmiffion, having firft pre- 
vailed on fome of the heads of offices to fly with their ac- 
counts, in hopes by that means to confufe the navob’s auditors, 
and cover his own defalcation. Meer Caufim, upon this, put 
a guard over his houfe, to prevent his efcape, and having de- 

. tedted 
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tefted embezzleiheiits of large fums from; the revenues, the jag- 
hires, arid pay of; the troops, ^confifcated his .effeds. About 
“feven lacs of rupees iii money and goods were found in his 
houfe, and; nearly,; the fame fum was recovered : from perfons 
to whom it had been entrufted by himfelf and his women. 
The effeds of Qongabiflien, his treafiirer, ;,and .Munfaram his 
banker, were alfo feized, under pretence, of having concealed his 
treafures. A large fum was alfo colleded from Moorlydher and., 
the cutwal of the: city, who'Jhadi.been partners in guilt with 
the raja j; , nor , was a' lingle perfon of' his dependants exempt 
from fines or confifcation ^ fp ithkt 'the navph acquired a' great 
trealure. 

^ 7 ; :: .''.''7 7 

Meer Gaufim having fettled thefe afiairs tofhisciatisfadion,. 
entered the fort of Patna .with much pomp^ ;as a proof to the 
inhabitants: of . his pofieffing; full: authority in his government,, 
which in fad he did not,: till the fubmiffion of Ramnarain. 
He kept him in confinement in the city, but fent Moorlydher 
prifoner to. Dacca, and Ameed Roy, the royroyan, with feveral 
other perfons, to Moorfhudabad. Having ; obtained from the 
emperor the dewanny of the province, the' government of Rhotas 
Ghur, * and .the jaghires of f Eatimaud /ad Dowlah, which had 
been mnder the diredion Of Raja Shittabroy,- he demanded of 
him an account .of his condudj hut he. fefufed to fubmit, and 
with fome faithful followers refolved to defend his houfe againfl 
the troops of;the navob ; , but the' Englifhi ■ who owed great 
obligations to Shittabroy for . his affiftance ■ in the battle with - 
. Khadim Houfiein Khan, , prevailed with 'Meer Caulim to fub- 
jiiit his claims upon him to the ^decifion of the council, which 
he did, depending on the governof s fupport of his caufe. Shit- 
tabroy accordingly accompanied major Carnac to Calcutta; but 
VoL. II. 7 Eee .as 
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HISTORY OF BENGAL. 


as, on enquiry, no fault could be proved upon him, the gover- 
nor and council granted him an efcort to conduft him in fafety, 
out of the provinces fubjedl to Meer Caufim, into the territo- 
ries of 'the navob of Oude, where he chofe to retire. 

( 

Meer Caufim, lince his' accelfion, had paid great attention 
to the forming his army, which he greatly ftrengthened by the 
addition of a regular artillery and-feveral battalions of fepoys, 
clothed and difciplmed like the Englilh; alfo a body of regu- 
lar cavalry. Thefe were commanded by Gregory, an Armenian, ^ 
who was diftinguilhed by the title of Goorgeen Khan, and was 
the chief confidant and advifer of the navob. With this force 
he refolved to reduce the power of .the Bahar zemindars, who 
had hitherto been too independant on government. He com- 
manded them all to attend his perfon. Kaumgar Khan, dread- 
ing punifhment for his fupport of the emperor, Iheltered him- 
felf in the mountainous parts of his country, and refufed to obey 
the fummons. Boonniaud Sing and Futteh Sing of Teekaury, 
relying .on their fidelity during the laft invafion of Shaw Aulum 
for. protedlion, came in, but were immediately ordered into 
confinement. Pulwaun Sing and other zemindars of Bhojepore 
refufed fubmiffionj upon which the navob prepared to march 
in perfon agalnft them, and detached a confiderable force' under 
his nephew Abou Ali Khan to reduce Kaumgar Khan. 

Upon the approach of the navob, the zemindars of Bhoje- 
pore evacuated their diftrifls, and fled acrofs the Ganges into' 
the dominions of Shujah ad Dowlahj and Meer Caufim, hav- 
ing appointed confidential officers for the protedtion of the coun- 
try, encamped for fome time at Saflaram, after which he re- 
turned to Patna, and from thence to Monghyr, which fortrefs 
he had ordered to be repaired, intending to, make it his prin- 
cipal refidence. During his flay at Saflaram, feveral perfons 

were 
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were put to death, and others confined on fufpicion of trea- 
cher)% which occafioned the Englifli to remonftrate upon" his 
cruelty j but as, by the articles of the treaty with him, they 
could not interfere in the government of the provinces, he little 
regarded it, thinking it fuflicient to inform them, that he had 
reafons for his condudl. 

As it is incumbent on the recorder of ^ events and adlions 
of men to fpeak the truth, I flialL now mention ■ fome of his 
good deeds, as I have already done the evil.* Though "Meer 
Caufirn from experience was very fufpicious of the fidelity of 
the troops of Bengal, and the attachment of the great to their 
patrons, and ' therefore, for flight olFences,* punifiied with confif- 
cation and death; yet, in judicial proceedings, in criminal and 
civil affairs, and difputes ‘ between * man ' ,and man, in regular 
payment of 'his army and houfehold, in attention to the* learn- 
ed, in a liberal (Economy and well-judged bounty to all, he 
was the mirror of his age. Two days in the week, after the 
ufage of former times, he held a court of juftice;' at which 
he revifed the fentences of the inferior courts, and examined 
himfelf the plaintiff and defendant, vvith ' their witneffes ; fo that 
it was not poffible for any officer of juftice to change wrong 
into right' for a bribe. 'He alfo protedled the “owners of fmall 
villages and farms from the rapacity of; the' great zemindars, 
who in the time of Ramnarain in Bahar had ufurped the 
rights of the poorer landholders. He coined the cofily deco- 
rations of the Imaum Bareh, 'prepared by Serauje' ad'Dowlah 
at the expenfes of fome lacs, into money, and diflributed it to 
the poor and pilgrims to the holy fepulchres, with an additional 
fum from his own purfe. His negle(!l: of the claims of his de- 
pendants I never heard one perfon complain of; but it is cer- 

E e e 2 tain 
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^ The place in which the celebration of the annual mourning for the Imaums, 

' cr family of Alee, is celebrated. 
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tain alfo, fuch was their dreads of his feVerlty, that no one flept 
with fccurity in his fervice. As Meer Caufiin wiflied to he upon 
an equality in rank with , the vizier, Shujah ad DowLih, . he 
procured from the emperor the rank of eight thoufand and title 
of “ Ali Jah j from iwhich lime he was never mentioned but 
by that appellation. . , ’ ^ , 

. Some difpntes having arilen between the agents of the Eng- 
lilli and the navob, concerning'idutics on > merchandize demand- 
ed by the latter, Mr. ,Vanlittart paid a vifit to Meer Caulim 
on his way to Patna, with) a view to adjuft them by amicable 
difcudion, and fettle, a plan for future colleftion, that might be 
agreeable to both parties. The navob came to meet him about 
fix miles from Monghyr, where he entertained him for fonie 
days with ‘ great Iplendour, and a review of his troops difciplin-j 
ed in the European manner. The governor took this occafion 
to give him fome friendly advice. He obferved, that he- cer- 
tainly had a fine army, but, for his fake hoped it never would 
be oppofcd to.anEnglith one, againfl: which it could not ftand; 
that at prefent the honour and welfiire of Hindooftan refted with 
him, and nothing but his breaking with the EngUih^cauid difr 
turb them. He advifed, him to combat his countrymen, only with 
the pen, when 'he would be fare of vlitory, and to follow the 
rules which he had laid down for Europeans and natives in 
their conduft to each other. 

At this interview Meer Caufim complained, that much mer- 
chandize pafled the cuftom houfes free of duty, under the name 
of Engliih trade, belonging to other perfons, by which his re- 
venues fuffered great lofsj therefore he hoped that all goods, 
but'thofe of the company, -■ fliould. be made liable -td the cuf; 
tomary duties. The governor obferved, that it would be diffi- 
cult 


“ Exalted in dignity. 
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cult to annul a privilege which had been for fome time ufual; 
but that he would, on his return to Calcutta, endeavour to 
redify tlie abufe; and advifed him, till he fliould hear from, 
him on the fubjed, to permit matters to remain as they wde. 
Meet Caulim, prefuming on this promife, rclblved to colled the 
cuftoms, and wrote to his officers, that as he expeded ffiortly 
penniffion for the purpofe, they fliould contrive to flop by one 
pretence or other, all goods till its arrival. The officers, eager ° 
to obc}'’, but not pofleffing fufficient caution, began immediately 
to enforce their orders and demand duties ‘with ' great rigour 5 
upon which the Englifli chiefs of Patna, Dacca, and other places, 
whofe agents they had ill treated, took the officers of the cuf- 
toms prifoners, and complained to their government, from whom 
they had yet received no intimation of the abolition of the pri- 
Yilcge of trade, which had not yet been agitated in council. ' 

* I 

The navob was at this time on his return from an unfuc- 
cefsful expedition againfl Neipal, a country to the north eaft of 
Bengal, faid to abound in gold, which he was eager to poffiefs. 
The intelligence of tlic boldnefs of the Englifh, made him re- 
turn to 'Monghyr with* greater expedition. He paffed Patna with- 
out viliting, as ufual, the Englifli chief, and ifliied orders for 
feizing their native agents in the feveral diflrifts, and fending 
them to his court. At the fame time, he difpatched an envoy 
to the emperor and Shujah ad Dowlah to fecure their affiflance, 

in cafe he fliould find it advifeable to break with the Englifli. 

^ \ 

By this precipitate conduct of the nayob, Mr. Vanfittart was 
prevented from procuring the -aflent of his council to the plan 
lie had intended, and obliged, • by a majority of votes, to de- 
mand fatisfaaion for the confinement v'of the agents, and 
emption from duties in future.. The navob upon this 1 ue ^ 
orders to excufl the merchandize belonging to 


413- 



HISTORY OF BENGAL. 


defcription 'from duty, declaring to the council, that as the richer 
traders pafled their goods under the Englilh name to evade the 
cuftoms, he muft, to avoid the oppreflion of the poor, wholly 
annihilate the . colleftion. 'With regard to the releafe of the 
agents, he wrote, that when his iliould be liberated from Cal- 
cutta, and arrive at Monghyr, he would fet theirs free. 

This determination offended ‘the prevailing party in council ; 
who faid it was intended to affront them, by putting them on 
a footing with common merchants; that if he meant to live in 
amity with the Englifli, he muft cxcufe their trade, as formerly, 
and colleft from others; to attain which objedls, they would 
fend two of their body to the navob as ambafl'adors. Mr. Van- 
fittart, being in a minority, was obliged to execute the refolu- 
tion of council, and Meffieurs Amyatt and Hay were fent to 
Monghyr; but he wrote privately to Meer Caufim, entreating 
him for his own fake to comply for the prefent with their de- 
mands, however difagreeable it might be to him, as a little time 
Would bring orders from Europe, that would fatisfy his utmoft' 
withes ; but if by his rafhnefs he fhould provoke a war, it 
Would be out of his power to Jieal the' breach. The navob 
fhewed this letter to Goorgeen Khan, and afhed his advice how 
to aft, thinking, that as he had lived among the Englifh and 
had a ‘ brother fettled at Calcutta, he was well informed of their 
genius and cuftoms. This man, inconfiderate, and conceited of 
his own abilities, recommended a diftegard to the governor’s ad- 
vice, faying, that the prefent was a ftruggle for fuperiority be- 
tween the navob and the Englifli, and if he gave up, he would 
daily become more degraded, but that if he now adled with 
refolution, they would be obliged to fubmit. Meer Caufim was_ 
overcome by his argument, and determined to follow his advice. 
Apprehending that the banker Juggutt Seet, in cafe of a war, 

might 


* Petrufe, an eminent Armenian merchant. 
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might affifl tip' Englifli, as .. he had before done in the , depofi- 
tion of Serauje ad Dowlah and bnt.his own acceffion to the 
mufnud, he . ,fent for him and his brother to Monghyr, where 
he commanded them to fettle> and placed fpies to obferve then 
conduct. ; " 

Thefe two perfons were grandfons to Juggutt Sect Futteh 
Chund, the principal merchant and banker of ; Hindooflan, and 
ihherited his ' immenfe ; wea^^^ , They , could pay a bill of ex- 
change at fight for. a >Vcorore of rupees/ When, during the firft 
invaiion of the Mharattas in the time* of Mahabut Jung, their 
warehoufes'were plundered of two corores, the lofs was cohli- 
dered by . them as trifling. . Even at this time, when, fince the 
power of the Englifh their bufinefs has decreafed, every one of 
their defcendants is in a flate of opulence and high credit.'! 

When Meer Caufim heard of the ambaffadors’ arrival at Moor- 
fhudabad, he fent Abdoolla SufFevee and me to -meet him; ob- 
ferving/ that as we were intimate acquaintance of Mr. Amyatfs, 
•he would fpeak before us. without referve, fo as to enable us to 
inform him of the true objed: of the miflion. He fent with us 
twenty runners, a writer, and two head fpies, who were to at- 
tend us, difguifed as fervanfs, whenever we fhould vifit the 
•Englifli gentlemen, or they us, with orders to communicate daily 
to the writer what at fuch times they might hear or fee; the 
particulars - of which were to be conveyed to the neared poft, 
and forwarded by , exprefs for-diis information. Under fuch cir- 
cumflances we proceeded, and mete Mr. Amyatt at Gunga Per- 

a A million fterllng. ■ . 

^ In the native adminiftratlons, this houfe was fecurity for the renters of re- 
venue; and thus the coJIeiSiions in general paffed through their hands: Of htt 
'years, the Sects have lellened their concerns. Their houfe was plundered of 2 
yaft fum by Meer Caufim, when he began his war with the Englilh, but is 
yet very wealthy and refpeilable, , 
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faud; but duririg our embrace at the lirft interview, contrived 
to hint to him that vve were accompanied by fpies, which pre- 
vented liini from talking too freely. We had feveral converfa- 
tions in our way to Monghyr, all of which were conveyed ta 
the navob, by ourfelves and the /pics ; but one day, to obviate 
his fufpicions of our referve, I faid to Mr. Amyatt, What 
“ are the true objefts of your cmbally ? we are well wifhers 
“ to both parties, and if you would communicate your fentimentS 
“ freely, we will declare'what we think for the benefit of both,” 
Mr. Amyatt, with a loud voice, replied, “ You, natives, Ipeafc 
“ before us what you think will pleafe us, and in prefence of 
“ the' navob, what will pleafc him, fo that neither can learn 
“ the truth; therefore I am come las ambaflador, that he ’ may 
"-know our real fentiments and we his, without intervention, 
“ and I have no occafion for >your confidence or advice.” Wc 
wrote the above to the navob, as did the fpies alfo; and vve 
often repeated our requeft to the Englilh gentlemen, that he 
might not fufpedl us to be negleflful of his commands. At 
length, on our arrival at Bhaugulporc, we received an order, fet- 
ing forth, that as the Englith gentlemen' would not open their 
minds to Us, our flay with them was unnecelTary. Upon this 
we took leave, and haftened before them to Monghyr. When 
we arrived, the navob afked us teveral quefbons, and then di/^ 
miffed US; but in a few hours after fent for me again^ When 
I reached the palace, Goorgeen Khan was fitting with him, to 
whom the navob was relating what I had faid. I fat down at 
a dillance with All Ibrahim Khan. At length the navob called 
me to him, defiring that I would repeat what I had heard from 
the Englilh, to Goorgeen Khan. I did fo ; and the navob fliew- 
ing figns of anger and unbelief^ Goorgeen Khan obferved, that 
if the breaft of an Englithman was to be cut open with a dag- 
ger, it would be impoffible to difcover the fentiments of his 
heart! then turning to me, he continued his quellions. I had 

not 
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«• What are the caufes of Amya 

tend treachery to the navo ^ s friendly or 
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« he, will he fo too; u 1 » ^he navob approved what . 

“ between his “ . hut Goorgeen Khan was much 
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lently without 'the pleafure of their mafler, and bore the affront 
in his mind, though, from politenefs he accepted the excufes. 

i t 

Another day, Mr. Gulfton'and captain Johnfon, agreeably to 
the cu/lom of the Engli/h, taking a ride into the country, were 
flopped by feme horfemen and “peons, who threatened to fire 
upon thena if they proceeded. They complained to the navob, 
who pleaded ignorance of the milbehaviour of his people. Such 
occurrences as thefe threw daily impediments in the way of 
friendlhip. The navob confulted with Ali Ibrahim Khan and 
other principal fervants, who advifed amity and forbearance to 
the Englifh; which he would often determine, upon, but as often 
altered his opinion, from the incendiary councils of -Goorgeen 
Khan. At length, Ali Ibrahim Klian freely told him, “ That 
“ if he chofe not to follow his advice, he .wiflred to be excufed 
" from his councils; but that whether he meant war or peace 
“ with the Englifli, it was unbecoming his own dignity and the 
“ ufage of flates, to affront their ambaffadors, whom he ought 
“ rather to diftinguifh more kindly than ever.” Meer Caufim 
Was alarmed, and altered his behaviour; upon which Goorgeen' 
Khan left off attending the durbar. 

At th'is time, fame Englifh boats laden with goods and five 
hundred mufquets on the way to Patna, were flopped by Goor- 
geen Khan ; upon which Mr. Amyatt remonflrated to the navob, 
but in vain. Ah Ibrahim Khan reprefented, that the navob was 
wrong in reflraining them, for, if the Englifh wifhed for war, 
the addition of five hundred ■ mufquets was of little confequence. 
'Upon this the navob afked, if he would declare this opinion 
before Goorgeen Khan. He anfwered. Certainly. Meer Caufim 
then fent him to him, with Raja Nobut Roy, to afk his opi- 
nion ; but the Armenian infolently exclaimed, I am a foldier, 

“ and 
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and Iiave no biiilneis tb advile ; let na^db confult with 
his miiliders, and -call for me raly in the .day 
Raja Nobut Roy. being intiniidated, . was; but Ali Ibrahim 
Khan replied, The navob afks the advice :Of his general, and 
it is plain he has ever adted from it. Why then do you not 
give ^our opinion what you think will be for his interefl.’^ 
Qoorgeen Khan, placing his hands expanded together,: faid, The 
navob and the Englifli are like thefe, equal.'’ Then,, fold- 
ing the fingers of one -hand, he exclaimed, If the navob re* 
iblntely oppofes Mr. Amyatt, he will be like .this hand, over 
'' the other 5 but. if he fubmits to liis demand, the contrary* 
crufhed and overpowered. He is the mader, let him ad as 
he' chufes." Ali • Ibrahim Khan communicated this to the 
navob without rcferve, - All thoughts of .conciliation were laid 
ailde, and he prepared for War. >Mr. Amyatt/ feeing , his flay 
was ufelefs, demanded his difmiflioii; which at firft was refufed, 
but, after- much argument, the navob permitted him .and the 
.other gentlemen to depart, keeping Mr. Hay as an hoftage for 
his agents in confinement at Calcutta, till they fhould be difcharged* 

' Mr. Amyatt on, his departure from' Monghyr wrote to Mr. 
Ellis, ' the chief of Patna, to be uppn his guard, as the difagree-. 
ment with 'the. navob, mufi: fhortly break out into an open rup- 
ture. Mr, Ellis,' who regarded a declaration ■ of war as certain- 
when Mt. Amyatt fliould reach Calcutt/ having allowed as many 
days as-, he thought, would carry him ' out of danger from the ■ 
-havob's troops, Tefolved to pofiefs himfelf of the city of Patna- 
by furprize. Accordingly, near day break, in the morning of 
- Friday, the twelfth of -! 2 eekaud, 1176,. captain Carfiairs, with a,A 
V detachment of Europeans and fepoys, fcaled the walls with little 
oppofition, the guards being mofily oif their pofts, not fufped- 
ing an . attack. He then formed his tropps into two divi/ions, 
and marched firing towards the citadel, each divifion by a fe- 
' >. V • . : F ff 2 
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parate ftrcet. Meer Mhadee KhanJ the Ibubaiidar, being inform- 
ed of the attack, colledled as_ many of his garrifon as he could," 
and oppofcd the enemy ; but, after a fliort ftruggle, fled by way 
of the eaftern gate, with his followers, out of the city towards 
Monghyr. An officer named Mahumraud Ameen Khan, retired 
into the palace of Chehul Settoon, refblved to defend itj and 
Laal Sing, the commander of the garrifon in the citadel, fliut 
the gates, and fired from the walls. Except thefe two places, 
the whole city was now in the pofleflion of the Englifli, whofc 
troops, contrary to their ufual cuftom, feparated and began to 
plunder the houfes of the inhabitants. Meer Mhadee Khan oir 
his arrival at Futwah, about fix miles from the city, met a de- 
tachment which had been fent to reinforce him from Mong- 
hyr, and hearing alfo of the refi/lance in the palace and citadel, 
he refolved'to attempt recovering the city from the Englifh,. 
and marched along the banks of the Ganges towards the eaftern 
gate. The Englifh on his approach drew up under the walls, 
with two pieces of cannon in their front, upon the bridge over 
the ditch j but were obliged to relinquifh their poft by a fevers 
difeharge of rockets j and having fpiked _ the cannon, , they re- 
tired towards their fadlory, and were purfued by the enemy. 
The remainder of the Englifli in the city, being alarmed, fol- 
lowed the example of their companions, and having gained the 
fadtoiy, fliut the gates. This being furrounded by the enemy, 
about midnight they retreated to tlieir cantonments at Baukipore, 
and from thence in boats up the river to Chopperah, and to-, 
wards the frontiers of Shujah ad Dowlah; but being attacked 
by the fojedaur of Sirkaur Saran, were obliged to lay dowa 
_their arms, aud furrender themfelves pcifoners, when they were, 
fent in confinement to Mongbyr- 

The navob Meer Caufim, upon intelligence of this fuccefs 
of his arms, ifliied immediate orders to the officers of the feveral 
. diftridls. 
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arrival on the banks of die river, the chiefs in command re- 
fufed tO' crofs, though 'Mahummud Tukkee reprcfented the ne- 
ceffity of< their addngi in conjundlion. 

At this time a fmall detachment of Englifli fepoys was on 
its way to Join die army, at Calcutta. Hybut Oollah Khan, 
the commander of the Monghyr troops, refolved to intercept itj 
but the Englifli defended themfelvcs in a village during a'whole 
day againfl: his attacks; and being joined by a battalion from 
Burdwan during the night, they marched out in the morning 
to give him battle, in which they were fuccefsful, and purfued 
their route. The next day Mahummud Tukkee Khan attacked 
them. . Succels was for fome time doubtful. He had two horfes 
killed under him, . and had mounted a third, when a ball lodg- 
ing in his forehead, he expired, and his followers fled, yielding 
up the vidloiy to the Englifli. In this engagement, Hybut Oollah 
and the other chiefs from Monghyr flood at a diflance, out of 
danger, and upon the defeat, fled towards the city. The Eng- 
hfti committed their wounded enemies to the care of their phy- 
ficianSj'and remained two or three days on the field of battle, 
when they proceeded. Syed Mahummud Khan, upon intelligence 
of the defeat, without taking any meafures for the defence of 
Moorftiudabad, or even fecuring the effedts of Meet Caulim, .fled 
from the. city; upon which Mahummud Eeeruch Khan, the, 
father in law of Serauje ad Dowlah, afluming the command in 
the name of Meer) Jaffier, went to meet him. In a few days 
Meer Jaffier with the Englifli army arrived at the capital, and' 
proclaimed fecurity to the inhabitants. After a fliort ft,iy, he, 
proceeded towards Monghyr, to engage the army of Meer Cau-- 
fim, which was advancing from that fortrefs. 

Meer Caulim Khan, upon intelligence of the defeat and 
death of Mahummud Tukkee Khan, was much alarmed. He 

• ordered 
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ordered the remnant of the beaten army to take poft at Sootee, 
nnd reinforced them with fix thoufand horfe under AfTud Ool- 
Ml Khan, fojedaur of Terhoot, the rocket men of Meer Nafir, 
and feven or eiglit battalions of Tepoys, with fixteen pieces of 
cannon, commanded by Maulkar an Armenian, and Sumroo a 
German, in oidcr to oppofc the advance of the enemy. Sheer 

Ali Khan, fojedaur of Poorneah, with the troops of that diftri(3r, 
alfo ' joined them. 

On Tuefday, the feventh of Mohirrim, 1177, the Englifh A 
army reached Sootec, and an engagement took place, which 
ended in the fuccefs of the enemies of Meer , Caufim, though 
they did not exceed more than three thoufand men, Europeans 
and fepoys. The defeated army fled without halting till they 
reached the brook of-Oodwah, on the banks of which Meer 
Caufiin had thrown up ftrong entrenchments. Meer Caufim 
had, upon the former defeat, fent his women and treafures for 
fecurity to the fort of Rhotas, and he now prepared to march 
in perfon to Oodwah from Monghyr. As he was naturally 'prone 
to filed blood, and tliis difpofition was encreafed by the infti- 
gation of Gorgeen Khan, in this feafon of alarm, he refolved 
on the daughter of feveral perfons, whom he had imprifoned 
on fufpicion of their fidelity. The principal of thefe were. 
Raja Ramnarain, • Raja Raujeboolub, Meeraun’s dewan, the Roy- 
royan, Ameed Ram, with his fon. Raja Futteh Sing of Tee- 
kaury, and feveral other principal zemindars. All thefe he 
put 'to death; and it -'is faid, the firft was drowned with a bag 
of fand tied round his neck. The -Englifli captives were con- 
fined more flrictly, and Goorgeen Khan advifed their death; but 
the navob had . a private realbn in his own ^breaft for as yet 
preferving their lives. His army, according to the wretched 
cufiom "of Hindooflan in a feafon of diftrefs, began to be dif- 
-orderly ; but he kept them from mutiny by gentlenefs,’ and 

marched. 
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marched as far as the Nullah of Chinnanuggur, where he halt- 
ed, and detached feveral bodies to join the troops at Oodwah. 
He would have fent Goorgeen Klran to command, but the Ar- 
menian evaded his wiflies, by pretending that he had vowed to 
remain for the defence of Lis perfon, from which he could not 
ieparate. 

At this time, Meerza Nujeef Khan, who had fled from the 
perfecution of his relation Shujah- ad Dowlah the vizier, came 
to offer his fervices, with his followers ; wlrich Meer Caufim 
gladly accepted, and fent him to join the troops at Oodwah. 
Thefe, confiding in the ftrength of their fifuation, were immerfed 
in floth and pleafure, felf-fecure from the attaek of an enemy, 
but too cowardly to offer battle. Meerza Nujeef Khan fliortly 
after his arrival at the camp, willing to deferve the favour, of 
Meer Caufim, having feledled a band in whom he could con- 
fide, iffued one night from the entrenchments, and fording a 
piece of water 'in the rear of the Englilh camp, where Meer 
Jaffier's tents were pitched, attacked the enemy about daybreak. 
Meer Jaflier fled to his bbats; but his allies coming ^eedily 
to his affiftance, repulfed Nujeef Khan ; who, however, fre- 
quently alarmed them by iimilar attacks. Thefe occafioned the 
Englilh to endeavour to explore the way by which he came 
upon them, but for fome days in vain. 

At length, a deferter from their camp, who had embraced ' 
the navpb Meer Caulim’s lervice, of which he had grown weary, 
and wifhed to return to his countrymen, having oblerved the 
route of Nujeef Khan, one night purfued it, and fording the 
lake, placed flakes to^mark the paffage. Rraching the camp 
of the Englifh, he communicated the difcovery he had made, 
.and offered himfelf as guide to furprize the enemy, on condi- 
tion that he fhould be pardoned his defertion, which was readily 

granted. 
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cranted. Scaling ladders being prepared, on the night .fixed for A. 

lie attack, the grenadiers of the army, putting their ' cartouch 

boxes on their, heads, began to ford the lake, 

tliat on their- afcending, the entrenchments a portfire .fliould be 
. lighted, as 'a .fignal to camp, when a„ _attack, 

be madb on a ' bridge over .the brook of. Oodwah. The g 
diers, after a difficiilt march of near a mile ^ ^ 

water, gained the lliore under .the entrenchment . Th juarf^^^ 

. depending on the improbability of an enemy sc . g 

.L .«=% . 

. - ladders, entered the camp; At this time, a 

dilcovered ^them. ^^t 

could found an ala .h y g ^ 

upon the' fleeping. guards.^ A^^^ ^ heavy dif- 

. from the camp attack , “^he grenadiers commenced 

charge of cannon and , dano-hter The enemy were 

a drUl fi»S 2J. S- ” '„w L, .0 

too much “ ® two fires, the Englifh troops 

elFea his . efcape from, between ^ 

. ■, having forced tl^ bje and ^he firft 

kaur :and Sumroo had^fi „ther troops 

' alarm, and fuffered l . gjjgjiflj, and many drowned- in 

were killed by the .fire ^ :.fl- i,, Affud Oollah Khan,' deferted 
croffing a brook ■ m , f : fome diftaiice on foot be- 

by his attendants,- was,.obhged ■ Khan with his 

fore he could . procure^ a ho i • ^ „reat plunder fell into- the 
. : . Thi- intelligence of ihis dofet P2'gi^ftfer,*bined to 

defpair. .He ,:left hisnamp^^^^^^^^ 

hdonghyr, and was , ^P^-^^ed a few days to fecure his 

diforder-. :At Monghyr he teimun,^ ^ 

Yot,- n.--' . . 
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effe£lSj and revive the exhaufted fpirits of the troops. At this' 
time, Ali Ibrahim Khan advifcd him to releafc the Englifli 
prifoners, and permit^ them to join' tlieir friends, as a means of 
foftening their' refentment; but, at all events, if he did not’ 
chufe to releafe the ' men, to ' fend the women in boats with 
a meflage to major Adams. ' Meet' Caufim advifed with Goor- 
geen Kiian, who refuftd his aflent. Arab AH Khan with two 
battalions' of fepoys, being left to garrifon Monghyr, the navob 
moved towards Patna, carrying with him tlie - Engliih captives, 
who fuffered great hardfliips from the want' of ' proper accom- 
modations’. When he approached the *Rowah Nullah, he halt- 
ed, intending to make a ftandj but this refolution was laid 
afide by the fudden death of Goorgeen Khan. 

This man' was univcrfally hated by the troops fori his fsventy 
and pride. ' He had introduced the Englilh difcipline, and wanted, 
like them, to keep* up the feme order and refpeft in' time of 
diftrefs as of good fortune, never* confidering that they poflefs 
qualities peculiar to themfelves, which enable them to maintain 
fuch order over their fervants at all times. He had the pre- 
fumptlon to Saner himlelh that an ' Armenian, always ufed to 
trade, could oblige ftrangers to fubmit ■ to a difcipline they had 
never been accuilomed to. 

To proceed: Meer Caufim halted a few cofs from- the. 
Rowah. Goorgeen Khari, according to' cuftom, -remained t» 
guard the rear of the army. He was fitting in a fmall tent, 
when fome troopers came to demand their pay. He gave them 
abufive language, which they returned; and. being enraged, he 
called for his attendants to carry them to the guard; but tlie 
troopers, drawing their "'fabres, cut him down, and made their: 
efcape. Confufion prevailed in the camp, and Malkaur fired 

Ibme 


* A livviltt in Bahar. 
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fome fliot at the murderersv ^The report of the cannon reached 
the navob,' who, : thinking- the ^Englith had ; attacked Goorgeen 
Khan, was fo alarmed, that he ^mounted his elephant and fled. 
The troops followed his ^example, and V the whole night 

Were employed in’ eroding a bridge of boats thrown acrofs the 
Rowah. Meer Gauflrn now advanced haftily to Patna. 

‘ On his way, he put to death .the two bankers, Juggutt Sect 
and Raja Serroop Chund. -On his arrival near- the city, he 
halted for fome days r at the gardens of'; Jaffierr Khan, and en- 
trufted : the 'defence of Patna to Mahummud Ame'Ti Khan. 
Upon hearing that the enemy had taken Mpnghyr,- in a flt of 
rage, he ordered Sumroo to i put the Englifli prifoners to death; 
who, notwithlfanding his being of one of the feds; of chriflians, 
complied- with . the orders, He proceeded daring the night to 
the houfe of Hajee Ahmud, brother to Mahabut Jun^, where 
they were confined, and : dlfpatched them^ his fepoys bring into 
their apartments. It is faid, they made, what refiftance they 
could, by throwing bottles and ftones . at their murderers. I 
have heard alfo,' that a few ; days before, they had endeavoured 
to bribe their guards to give them' arms, with a defign of 
eifeding their efcape, or ' dyings in the attempt. Dodor Ful- 
larton was the only one who was (pared, he having been of 
great fervice in: his profeflion to feveral chiefs,, and efteemed by 
Meer 'Gaufim* 

The morfiing after this 'maffacre, of which I was ignorant, 
j happened to ; go to the durbar, and after fome time was 
rifing to take leave, when the navob . defired me to flay, fay- 
ing, that a friend of mine was coming; but immediately .after 
ordered , me to depart, and he would fend for me when he came. 

I repaired to my tent, and in a jfliort time was called by a 
.meflenger from Meer Caufim. Soon after my arrival, Dodor 

G g g 2 Fiillarton 
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Fullarton was brought to the durbar in an Indian drefs, and 
according to the cuftom of our country, prefcnted fome rupees 
as an offering, which the navob rcfiifcd, faying, " This has not 
“ been ufual between us •" and embraced him, commanding him 
to fit near me, which Jie did. Meer Caufim, addrefling him, 
faid, “ How can you juftify treachery to friends f You received 
“ the Engliffi troops into your houfe, on pretence of indifpofi- 
“ tion, to furprize my people.” The Dodlor with much for- 
titude replied, “ I fear not death; you have murdered my 
“ companions, and may' kill me; but I am innocent of the 
" charge of treachery, as you may find on enquiry from my 
“ neighbours, and one of them, Ukkedutmund Khan, is prefent.” 
As this charge was without foundation, it was immediately dif- 
proved by the khan and others; upon which the navob Ipoke 
kindly, and told him he might go to Calcutta, or flay with' 
him; as fuited his inclination. The doftor prudently declined 
the former offer. Meer Caufim hoped, that 'through him Mr. 
Vanfittart might be induced to grant him peace, and defired me 
to retire with him, and found hta on the fubjeft. I did fo; 
but the Dodlor declared, that after the maflacre of Mr. Amyatt 
and fo many Englilhmen, a reconciliation was impoffible. Upon 
my communicating this, the navob called him to him, ' and . 
queftioned him himfelf; but receiving the fame reply, defifted 
from urging him further on the bufinefs, faying, that “ fince he 
“ would not go to Calcutta, he might flay where he pleafed." The 
dodlor requefted he would fix- him a refidence; and the navob 
ordered Ali Ibrahim Khan to give him a houfe in the city; but 
to put perfons over him, to take care that he did not.converfe 
with his people : he' alfo took the bail of Himmut Ali Khan for 
his fecurity. . ' i 

The Engliffi, having had Monghyr delivered up to them by 
the treachery of the governor, Arab Ali Khan, were advancine 

fall 
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fafl towards Patna; upon which Meer Caufim moved to' Bik- 
kroni Serai, fome diiftance from the city,’ Rationing troops in 
different pofts to keep up 'the "communication with his camp. 
■About this time. Dr. Fullarton having efcaped with his bail’s- 
man to the Dutch factory, - croiled the river in a fmall- boat, 
and joined- fome Englifli troops who were on the bppofite 'bank. 

The Englifli army, arriving at Patna, gained pofTeffion of that 
0 city with little trouble, the walls being in a ruinous ffate, and 
unable to ftand againff cannon. Meer. Gaulini now .retreated to- 
wards the frontiers of Bahar, and jfent for his women and trea- 
fures, from the fort of Rhotas, intending to , retire into the country 
of the vizier for protedlion. Meerza Nujeef Khan, who had 
experienced the treachery of, Shiijah ad Dowlah, . advifed him 
. againff putting himfelf into his power, offering if he would truft 
him with the command of his troops to tire out the Englifli, 
by falfe attacks and cutting off their fupplies from the country, 

" while Meer Caufim might : remain fecurely at Rhotas. The 
navob refufed his, offers, .alleging, that the air of Rhotas was 
dangerbufly unhealthy; but it is probable he. was fearful of giv- 
ing him the- command of the army. Nujeef Khan then pro- 
•pofed his returning into Bondelcund, and calling the Mharattas 
to his affiffance ; but this he declined, from a dread of the ra- 
pacity of thofe marauders; and refolved to join the emperor and 
vizier. Intelligence now • arrived that the Englifli were rapidly 
advancing, and had fent a detachment over - the river to oppofe 
his retreat on that fide ; which fo alarmed him> that he moved 
immediately to Saffaram, and. the next day continued his march 
to .the banks of the rivulet Dergautty. -Here the troops became 
clamorous; for payment of their ari'ears, and the camp was a 

fcene of confufibn. The next morning Nujeef Khan too ns 
\ ^ • . leave 

A territory weft of the Jumna, belonging to a tribe of Raajcpootcs called 
BondeJas, 
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leave, not chufing to truft himfelf in the vizier’s country, when 
the navob prefentcd him with a lac and half of rupees, and 
five elephants. At this time, a treaty under the vizier’s feal, 
promifing by oath on the Koraun protedtion and affiftance, ar- 
riving, Meer iCaufim crofled tlie ‘Carumnafla, and entered the 
di/lridt of Buhvund Sing, fubjed to Shujah ad Dowlah. He pro- 
ceeded to Banaras, where he halted feme days, and difcharged 
a confiderable part of his troops, keeping only his difciplined 
fcpoys, artillery, and a feledted body of cavalry. Meerza Nu- 
jeef Khan retired into Bondelcund, and entered into the fervicc 
of the raja of that country. 

The emperor and Shujah ad Dowlah being encamped at Ale- 
ahad, preparatory to an expedition into Bondelcund, Meer Cau- 
fim marched to join them. Upon his arrival svithin a few cols 
of the camp, the vizier came in great pomp to meet him, 
and was received with equal magnificence, fuperb tents being 
pitched for his reception, and the troops ranged in. two lines ">• 
from them to a great dillance. Meer Caulim and his principal 
attendants in rich drefles met him at the entrance of his tent, 
when the two ■ navobs embraced and fat down on the fame muf- 
nud. After a Ihort converfation and the ufual ceremony of va^ 
luable prefents of rich cloths, jewels and elephants on the part 
of Meer CauCm, they mounted an elephant together, and re- 
paired to vifit the emperor. The day following, Meer Caufim 
returned the vizier’s vifit, and was received with the highefl: 
honours, and encouraged by promifes of his utmoft efforts to 
recover Bengal from the hands of the Englilh. A few days 
after, he prefented to the vizier, jewels to the amount of fome 
lacs of rupees, a chariot drawn by elephants fumptuoully capa- 
rifoned with embroidered houfings to his begum, and very va- 

) luable 

* A river feparatmg Bahar and Banara^ then belonging to Shujah ad Dowlah, 
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liiable gifts to his mother, who had honoured 'Meer Caufim' 
with tlie appellation of‘fon* 

Meer Caufim preffing Shujah ad Dowlah to lofe no time in 
marching again ft the Engliih, he pleaded that he was at pre- 
fent employed againft the -Bondelas, who had refufed payment 
of their revenues; upon which Meer Caufim offered to reduce 
them with liis battalions; and the vizier confenting, he eroded the 
Jumna, and laid fiege fuccefsfully to one of their forts.' The 
enemy, alarmed at this lofs, and impreffed ’'with- awe by the bat- 
talions of fepoys clothed after the European mode, their fuperior 
difeipline, and the artillery, offered fubmiflion through Nujeef 
Khan; and Meer CaUfim, having ;adjufied affairs to the fatis- 
fadtion of the vizier, returned to his campi ' It was now agreed to 
march ' againft the Englifli, and the allied armies , moved to Ba- 
naras, . to make preparations, Meer Caufim promifing to pay the 
vizier » eleven lacs of rupees monthly, from the day he fhould 
crofs the Ganges into' the province of Bahar, till the conclufion 
of the war. 

A bridge of boats 'being thrown acrofs the Ganges,' the al- 
lied armies began their march, in numbers not to be reckoned, 
covering the country far as the eye could reach ; ■ but, from the 
ignorance of the generals,, and want of -difeipline, murdering 
and plundering each other.' It was not an army, hut rather, a 
moving nation. Some of his more difeeming minifters reprefented 
to the vizier, that he fhould not truft to fuperiority of num- 
bers againft the Englifh, or engage them in a general adion, 
but rather feled: his heft poops, and leave the reft, with his 
women and' the fuperfluous followers of the camp, on his fron- 
tiers, when he would be fure of vidlory harafling the ene- 
my -with ~ continued alarms and cutting off fapplies of provifions ; 

^ . in 


* One hundred and ten ihoufand pounds. 
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in which cafe, they would by degrees be obliged to retreat. 
The vizier, vain of his power, liftened not to advice, and thought 
meanly of the Englifli j who on their parts, fatigued with the 
late campaign during a rainy feafon, and alarmed at the reports 
of- the abdities of the vizier and the vaftnefs of his army, had 
marched from Buxar, and were retreating towards Patna. The 
emperor, Shujah ad Dowlah, and Meer Caulim, having entered 
the province of Bahar, followed them, their diforderly troops 
fpreading defolation for miles round their line of march j which 
fo much difgufted the inhabitants, who before were anxious for 
the fuccefs of the vizier, that they changed their wifhes into 
prayers for the fuccefs of the Englifli, who had never molcfted 
them. The Englifli having placed tlielr heavy baggage and' 
fuperfluous followers in Patna, returned as far, as Arole to op- 
pofe the allies j but, finding themfclves unable to keep the field, 
retreated again to the neighbourhood of that city, and threw 
up entrenchments to defend themfclves, being clofely purfued by 
the enemy j who, elated by this fuccefs, became Hill more 
confident of viftory, 

Shujah ad Dowlah, after halting one day at Phulwauree, 
about four Englifli miles from Patna, marched the next morning 
to attack the enemy, who defended themfelves gallantly againft 
three feveral aflimlts; and on the approach of night, the vizier 
returned to his tents, having loft: a great number of men by 
the enemy’s fire. Meer Caufim greatly offended his ally by 
flaying .at a great diftance with his battalions, and negledting to 
move to his afliftance when required. Nothing farther was at- 
tempted for feme days, the vizier being indilpofed, according 
to one report, from a wound he had received in the adlion, and 
by another, of a jiolent eruption of boils. On his recoveiy, 
he moved his camp to the fouth of the city, but did nothing, 
except now and then Ihewing himfelf under arms, major 

Camac, 
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Carnac, the Englifli commander, with Mhadee Khan, who had 
joined him from the army of IVIeer Caufim, and a few fepoys, 
heing" one day reconnoitring, met the vizier, who was riding 
for the fame purpofe, with feme of his attendants, ignorant of 
each other, they began firing at a diflance. Upon tJieir nearer 
approach, the vizier was known, and pointed out by Meer Mha- 
dcc to the maj'or, who fent for a reinforcement. ■ A fkirmifh was 
kept up, till more Englifli troops advancing, one of the vizier’s 
attendants rode haflily to his camp, to give the alarm of his 
danger, and the vizier, feeing the fuperiority of the enemy, 
turned his horfc and made iiis efcape. 

A month clapfcd in inadivity; and the rains approaching, 
the allies, not cliufing to remain longer before Patna, retreated 
towards Buxar, wJiere they continued, intending to return after 
the wet fcafon. My father, who had come from his j’aghire to 
pay his rclpedts to tlie emperor, was in the camp; and I, be- 
ing diiguflcd with Meer Caufim, had left his fervice and joined 
his majefly. Doftor Fullarton, with whom and feveral other 
Englifiimen I was intimately acquainted, had frequently written 
to me to perfuade the emperor to quit the vizier, and join them. 

I communicated this to my father, obferving, that fuch a fiiep 
would certainly prove for his majefly’s welfare, as, from the' ir- 
regularity of the allied army, the Englifii muft in the end be 
viftorious. My father and Moneer ad Dowlah propofed it to 
the emperor; who, weary of the.negledt and difrefjDed: fhewn 
Iiim by Shujah ad Dowlah,, wifhed to free himfelf from Mis 
hands, and join the Englifli. His majefty accordingly wrote a 
letter with his own hand, teftifying 'his wiflies of accepting the 
fervices of the Englilh, and defiring that they would regard as 
his fentiments only what was conveyed in his own hand writing, 
or through me by meflage. With this letter I departed for 
Patna, my father at the fame time retiring to his jaghire. Upon 
V0L..II. , Hhh . , my. 
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my arrival, I found that a great coolnefs had taken plaCe between’ 
major Carnac and Dr. Fullarton. I was however introduced to 
the former, in prefence of the navob Meer Jaffier, and deliver- 
ed the letter, which the major received with great refpeft, plac- 
ing it, according to cuftom, on his head. Upon hearing the 
contents, he told me, “ That as his majefty was not at prefent 
“ in a fituation to adt from himfelfj but dependant on the vizier, 
“ he could not obey his orders, or negotiate with him.” An 
anfwer was given mej but as I law my endeavours were vain, 
I fent it to the emperor by a courier, and returned home. The 
major having given the letter to his fervant Sadooram, he diC- 
patched a copy to Shittabroy, the deputy of Bcny Bahadur, mi- 
nifter to the vizier. 

During my ftay at my father’s jaghire, I heard of the vizier's 
confining Meer Caufim and confifcating his effedls ; the particu- 
tars of which, as given me afterwards by Ali Ibrahim Khan, I 
lhall relate. 

Meer Caufim had agreed to pay the vizier for his affiftance 
eleven lacs of rupees monthly during the war; but, finding -that 
it was likely to be of long continuance, he wifhed to be out of 
his power, in cafe his refources Ihould fad him before the 
conclufion. With this view he made a requeft to the vizier, 
through Ali Ibrahim Khan, that he would permit him to march 
towards Moorfliudabad and colledl the revenues of the coun- 
try, which he could readily effedt, whde the Englilh had the 
vizier to employ their attention. Shujah, in reply, exprefled 
fears that Meet Caufim might not return to him again, but 
laid, he would detach another perfon to raife contributions in 
his name; which however he never did, and Meer Caufim re- 
ceived no fupply from the provinces. A few days afterwards, 
the vizier demanded payment of his fubfidy, and Meer Caufim 

"pleaded 
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his fervice , witb tbe cannon, . Ugjonged ta 

Vr tmTo/tS^ndy replied, wilt the 

,ta(. «ta r“ffU”'h ‘ k>» “ W 

battalions to the vizier, ^ ^ 

a a as a great reflefliva on a patro 
■a Doine this is regarded as 



iilSTORY OF BENGAL. 


being now convinced that Meer Caufitn’ had a fecret treafurc, 
refolved to feize it. 

I > 

The following night, Monlieur Gentil, a Frenchman, for- 
merly in the fervice of Meer Caufim,’ but now of the vizier, 
coming with five or fix ^ liis countrymen to the tents of Ali 
Ibrahim Khan, with whom he was intimately acquainted, in- 
formed him, that on tlie morrow Meer Caufim would be taken 
prifoner and his 'efFedls feizcd by the vizier, when there would 
be much confufion in the campj on which account, left any 
injury Ihould happen to his friend, he had brought 'his country- 
men to ftay with him till the danger fliould be over. Ali Ibra- 
him Khan thanked him for his friendihip, but declined accept- 
ing his offer, as it would have the appearance of his having 
defected Meer Caufim, and put himfelf under the proteition of 
the vizier. 

About nine the next morning the vizier’s army furrounded 
the tents of the navob j guards were placed over them, and 
Meer Caufim, being forced to mount an elephant, was carried 
prifoner to the camp of his ally. Mr. Gentil again offered his 
fervices to Ali Ibrahim Khan, but he again refufed, determined 
to lhare the fate of his patron. In the evening he was called 
to the vizier’s tent, and received with much attention by him, 
who afked him feveral queftions concerning Meet Caufim, -hop- 
ing, from his replies, to draw fbme apology for his own con- 
duift towards him. 

Shujah ad Dowlah firft faid, “ What evil had I done to 
« Ali Jah, that, on the day of my attacking the Englifh at 
" Patna, he ordered Sumroo to fire upon me, as I was re- 
“ turning to my, tents in the evening Ali Ibrahim replied, 
“ I am ignorant of fuch an order; and woe be to the navob, 

“ if 
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if he could thus treacheroufly a6t towards a friend, who had 
left his own government, and encountered fuch an enemy as 
- tlie Enghfli, to rcRorc him to his loft POwer and dignity 

The vizier being angry, faid, « Do ^ ^ 

« call Sumroo to declare it in the prefence o i J ^ 
yourfelf” He replied, I do not contradid your ' 

** but at prefent my mafter is fo reduced, that t e e i 
« of his lowed menial may be brought agamft 

roo is a man of power compared to J Av^p- 

lah was aflramed, and began to foothe AU 
» I know your virtues, but Mecr Caulim was ,f 

: f r;ont of Tf nf 

Sfi' ir-ta-S j 1'™?'““ 

c„r,»,> Sh.j.h .a u— 

after fome compliments to 7 j^inifter, and other 

into his haram, leaving B^y a , defired, 

fervants to put further qpe ons o Caufim, to 

as he muft be ^ 1 deoofited his treafures, and to 

inform in whofe hands ^ ivbich Nuttoo Sing, Suin- 

deUver up forty thoufand gold -hors, win* Nu g 

fp,. h-a M «" “"S i “ wh?k b-a »»p“ 

that Nuttoo Sing mighty different offices, from the 

with, he obferved before him, that ^ S 

water- houfe to the jewels,, had bee 

roo. who had alfo received a la t. 

the navob, of whofe P—P® ^ Ibrahim Khan obferved 
Nuttoo Sing ‘^®rry“S,'*‘®’ffi^^„t:on^of one 'like himfeff - 
Bahadur, that fince the affirmation, , . confidence 

.One hundred and fifty thoufand pounds. 
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confidence of Meer Caufim, were not believed, he might judge 
what degree of credit was due to the information of a wretched 
fpy. Upon this. Deny Bahadur, convinced of his Cncerity, in- 
formed the vizier of what had paffed, and Ali Ibrahim Khan 
was permitted to retire without further moleftation, and to keep 
pofieffion of his effefts. A ftridt exaftion of the treafures of 
Meer Caufim was made by the vizier from his women, eunuchs, 
and fervants, to a great amount; but a coniiderable number of 
valuable jewels, which he had fent away before the alarm, under 
charge of a faithful domeftic, named Shekh Mahumtnud Aihuk, 
into the Rohilla country, were faved, and honeftly delivered up 
to him again, when he efcaped from the hands of Shujah ad 
Dowlah. It is probable, the women and eunuchs alfo might 
fave fomething, notwithftanding the ilriflnels of the feareh. 

The vizier, being defirous of poflefilng the fort of RhotaS, 
which ftill held out for Meer Caufim, fent Meer Solymaun to' 
negotiate with the kelladaar for its delivery. I had, before his 
arrival, received a letter from major Munro, through dodlor 
Fullarton, exprefiing his defire that I would endeavour to bring 
over the kelladaar to Meer Jaffier’s interefi:; and, accordingly, I 
reprefented to him the probability of the fuperiority of the 
Englilh, and the advantages, he would derive to himfelf and his 
family by fecuring their friendlhip. Raja Shawmul was a pru- 
dent man, and cautioufly weighed the propofals of Meer Soly- 
maun and myfclf; but at length he refolved to follow my 
advice ; and giving me a paper with certain conditions for the 
acceptance of major Munro. I fent it ’to him, with a requell 
that he would dilpatch a force to garrifon the fort, which 
would be delivered on his ratifying the raja’s demands. The 
major complied, and captain Goddard arriving with a detach- 
ment, Rhotas was put into his pofieffion; upon which Meer 
Solymaun returned to the vizier, and complained of my being 

the - 
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Meer Jaffier with the foie diredtion of his affairs. By his advice, 
Mahummud Reza Khan, the governor fif Dacca, was confined ; 
but afterwards releafed on the interference of the Engliffi. 

About this time, Meer JafHer being taken ill, continued to 
decline, till at length, on Tuefday, the fourteenth of Shauban, 
1178, he dep.arted from this unftable world.- He would wil- 
lingly have concluded a peace with Shujah ad Dowlah, 'and 
given up the province of Bahar to him, with a tribute to the 
emperor for Bengal; to which conditions it is probable the 
Engliffi alfo would have alfented on alTurances of protedlion in 
their trade. But the vizier was too haughty to be fatisfied with 
lefs than the conquefl: of the three iprovinces. Shujah ad Dow- 
lab, however, with fuch high pretenfions and fo powerful an 
army, had not condudt to exert his force, though too proud to 
liflen to the advice of his intelligent friends. 

The Engliffi council, feeing that the vizier would not liffeji 
to any reafonable terms of accommodation, iffued orders to ma- 
jor Munro, who had fuperfeded major Carnac, to march againfl: 
the enemy cantoned at Buxar. ’Accordingly, the major, having 
muftered his army, and provided ten days provifions, refolving 
in that Ipace to conquer or die, began his march. The vizier, 
informed of his intention, detached a body of Mogul horfe to 
harafs his line, and withdrew fome cannon which had been 
planted on the banks of the river Soan ; but the main army 
remained in cantonments, ftrongly defended by entrenchments, 
which the vizier hoped would defend him from the enemy, till 
they ffiould be obliged to' retire for frefli fupplies. 

At length major Munro arrived within a fliort diftanee, and 
encamped ori the’ border of a morafs, which now 'divided the 
two armies, who, remained in fight of each other inaftive for 

two 
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two days. On the third, the vizier altered his refolution, and 
relolved to attack the enemy, taking upon himfelf the command 
of the Mogul cavalry. Sumroo and Mr. Maddoc, with ' eight 
battalions of fepoys, and eight field pieces, formed the front 
Iinej to fupport which, Shujah Koollee Khan was ftationed in 
their rear with his own followers, about feven thoufand horfe 
and foot. The vizier took poft at a diftance on their right, and 
the ininifter Beny Bahadur ' occupied a ruined village on the 
bank of the Ganges, to their left. A iharp firing of cannon 
and mufquetry commenced, with great fiaughter on both fides 
The vizier harafied the enemy in fiank, and the Daranny horfe 
charging major Munro’s cavalry, penetrated his line, which be- 
gan to be confufed from this attack and the cannonade of 
Maddoc and Sumroo, whom the Engli/h could not charge, 
owing to the morafs which divided them in front. Major Munro 
detached a force to diflodge Beny Bahadur from the village, 
which being effecSled, occafioned fome alarm in the vizier's army, 
Af this time, Shujah Koollee Khan feeing Beny Bahadur en- 
gaged, anxious to have his fiiare in the adlion, quitted his Na- 
tion, in the rear of the battalions, and attempted to charge 
through the morafs in their front, by this means obliging them 
to defifi: from firing upon the enemy, left they ftiould injure 
their friends. He gained the bank, only to fall an immediate 
lacrifice, with nioft of his followers who had the valour to ac- 
company him, to the grape Ihot of the EnglMu and the far. 
vivors fled upon the death of. their chief. The party winch had 
routed Beny' Bahadur, at this inftant entered the camp of tlie 
vizier, which was now thrown into complete ^order. No one 
had time to regdrd his baggage, looking only for perfonal fafety 
by flight;, and the Mogul and Duranny caval^, feemg ^ 1 . 

dLrted their patron, and began to plunder 
ad Dowlah, left almoft alone, was obliged to follow th 
of his army. All the baggage of the vizier and h.s chiefs, vid. 
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a great treafure belonging to the bankers and merchants in mo- 
ney and goods, fell a prey to die enemy, and the treacherous 
deferters and camp followers above mentioned, who plundered 
each other afterwards. A great train of artillery and numerous 
tents were taken by the Englifh. It is impolfible to eftimate 
the amount of the plunder, as the cantonments refembled rather 
a populous city dian a camp. Great numbers of the fugitives 
were drowned in attempting to crofs a rivulet in their flight, 
Meer Caufim was releafed by the vizier, who alfo had prefent- 
ed him with a forry female elephant the day before the adtion, 
which enabled him to make his efcape from the field to the 
neighbourhood of Banaras. Shujah ad Dowlah fled to Aleabad, 
leaving his minifter Beny Bahadur to efcort the emperor; but 
Shaw Aulum, who was difgufted with the vizier, refiifing, to 
accompany him, Beny Bahadur after a few days crofled the 
Ganges, being fearful of the purfuit of the Englilh. 

The emperor being now his own mafter, by the advice of 
Munneer ad Dowlah, called upon the Englilh for their protec- 
tion, who obeyed the fummons, and conduced him to Banaras. 
They alfo invited Beny Bahadur to an interview, and held out 
offers of peace to the vizier his mafter, provided he would de- 
liver Meer Caufim and Sumroo into their hands. The raja pro- 
mifed the former,^ but pleaded inability to effedt the latter, as 
he was at the head of his battalions, who would defend him. 
While a negotiation was carrying on, Ali Ibrahim Khan difeo- 
vering- the intentions of the raja, informed Meer Caufim Khan, 
who found means to make his efcape into the Rohilla country, 
with his family and few remaining friends. At Aleabad he found 
his women, who, after being plundered by the vizier’s people, 
of what .little they had -left from the general confifeation, had 
-been releafed from confinement in the fort, and left without 
protedtion at an obfeure houfe in the city. 


Shujah 
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Shujah ad Dowkh thinking himfelf unfafe longer in his own 
dominions, on his arrival at Aleabad difpatched confidential fer- 
vants to his capitals 'of Lucnow and Fyezabad, to efcort his 
women and effbas at thofe places to Burrelli, the refidence of 
Hafiz Rhamut, a Rohilla chief;' where he alfo repaired with 
his mother and Begum from Aleabad. He refufed to liften to 
the advice of Beny Bahadur to accept terms from the Englifii, 
thinking it would degrade his charader in the empire, and hop- 
ing to recover his lofies by the affifiiance of the Afghauns and 
Mulhar Raow Mharatta; but in order to gain time, he fent his 
minifter to Lucnow, inftruaing him to amufe the enemy with 
negotiations, which would keep up his authority in the pro- 
vince. He, notwithftanding their family hatred, vifited Ahmud 
Khan Bungufh at Ferokhabad, and entreated his affiftance; who, 
with the other Rohilla chiefs, promifed to fupport him, as did 
alfo Ghazi ad Dien Khan, then at that city. By their advice, 
he called in Mulhar Raow, who was with an army of Mha- 
rattas in the vicinity of Gualior. Mulhar, on the promile of a 
large fum of money, joined him; but Ahmud Khan and the 
Rohilla chiefs amufed him only with promifes, and brought no 
troops to his afiiftance. 

Raja Beny Bahadur having proceeded to Lucnow, wrote to 
Shittabroy, who was employed by the Englilh, that Shujah ad 
Dowlah would not confent to peace on the preferred conditions; 
that Meer Caufim had efcaped from his hands, and he could 
not take Sumroo but by treachery, which he abhorred; therefore 
■ -relblved to continue the war. , The minifier, agreeably to the 
plan formed between himfelf and the vizier, declared his own 
readinefs to join the Englilh; and Shittabroy, deceived by his 
declaration, recommended his being received, to general Carnac, 
who had now reafiumed the command of the army at Banaras 
in the room of major 'Munro. The general accordingly invited 
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Beny Bahadur to an interview; upon which he came to the 
camp, and was gracioully received. He remained till fuch time 
as Shujah ad Dolvlah was joined by the Mharattas at Korah, 
when he left the Englilh, under pretence of fettling the diftridbt 
of the province, and returned with his followers to the vizier, 
a fmall efcort of general Carnac’s fepoys, which he had requell- 
ed might remain with him, being unable to prevent his flight. 
It is alfo faid, that Beny Bahadur would not have taken this 
ftep, being gratified by the confidence of the Englilli general 
and a promife of continuance in the management of Oude, but 
for the following circumftancc. Being very fuperllitious, he en- 
quired of a prophefyiiig fakeer, the probable event of the war. 
The fakeer replied, “ The Englilli were like a hurricane, vio- 
“ lent in progrefs, but foon gone.” The miniller, interpreting 
this as -a prognollic of vidtory to the vizier, thought it fafell to 
rejoin him. Shittabroy, who had pledged himfelf for the fide- 
lity of Beny Bahadur, was alarmed for his own fafety, left ge- 
neral Camac Ihould fufpeft him of being privy to his treachery; 
but the Englilh, having received fo many proofs of his attach- 
ment, were too generous to fuppole him capable of betraying 
their confidence, and upon his offering to go to Calcutta, and 
fubmit his fate to the council, ealed his mind of all alarm, by 
affnrances that they thought him as much deceived as them- 
' felves by the artful miniffer. 

Before the' laft mentioned occurrence, the Englilh had de- 
tached two battalions of fepoys to Lucnow.'and a force to 
beCege the fortrefs of Chunar. The former under major Stib- 
bert, were fuccefsful in their operations; but the latter failed in 
a night attack, 'and fufiered Ibme lofs. This, and the prepar- 
ations of Shujah ad Dowlah, caufed general Carnac to raife the 
fiege, and' march towards Aleafiad. The Englilh were now 
joined by Nujeef Khan with his followers from Bondelcund;' 

, and 
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and he, being well acquainted with the Tortrefs, pointed out 
die wcakefl; part, which was foon breached by the cannon; 
wiien the garrifon, not chufing to brave a ftorm, furrendered, 
and the Englifli marched' on to Korah in purfuit of the vizier. 
The conquered diftrids • were fettled by Raja Shittabroy, who 
made ftipulations with the zemindars, and levied native troops 
in the name of tlie Englidi. 

When Raow Mulliar had joined Shujah ad Dowlah, ^he ad- 
vanced towards the Englifh,- but his army was much difpirited, 
and Rill labouring under a panic from the defeat ' at Buxar. 
The Afgbauns delayed joining him under various pretences, and 
Ghazi ad Dien Khan, who did come, had only a few followers, 
incapable of fervice. An engagement, or rather a Ikirmiih, took 
place in the neighbourhood of Korah, in which the Mharattas 
were quickly dilperfed by the Engliih artillery, and ded acrols 
the Jumna to their own territories. The vizier retreated to 
Feroklmbad, irrefolute how, to a6t, when Ahmud Khan advifed 
him rather to throw himfelf on the clemency of the Engliih, 
than wafte the remainder of his property on troops, that would 
always defert him in the face of danger ; obferving,'^ that from 
the charader of the Englilh for wifdom and juRice, it was 
certain they would pay proper reipedt to his rank and dignity. 
After this fecond victory, the garrifon of Chunar, defpairing of 
reliei^ delivered up the fortrefs to the Engliih Aumil without 
a fiege, of their own accord. 

The vizier, having conlidered the advice of Ahmud Khan, 
refolved to embrace it ; and, accordingly, fet out in a palan- 
quin with a few attendants to the Englilji camp. Major Carnac 
being informed of his approach, advanced with leveral^ officers 
and Raja Shittabroy to meet him. Upon his appearing in % ^ 
the vizier alighted from his palanquin, and at meeting he and 
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tlie major embraced. The major and the company then pre- 
fented nuzzers, and accompanied their noble gueft on - foot to 
their tents, where a collation was provided, and every aflurance 
given him of reconciliation and future friendfliip. The vizier, ' 
after taking refrefliments, retired to fleep, and in the evening 
returned to his own tents, at fome miles diftance from the 
Englilh camp. Being now latisfied of the fincerity of major 
Carnac, he fent for his followers and equipage. Frequent vifits 
fucceeded between them, and a treaty was Ipeedily concluded 
to the ' fatisfadlion of both parties. The Englilh reftored the 
province of Oude to the vizier, on condition of' his paying 
• fifty lacs of rupees for the expenfes of the war, half in ready 
money, and half by a draft on the revenues ; the vizier to 
have credit for what had been colledled in Oude by the Eng- 
lifh. The province of Aleabad was fettled on the emperor, 
who was to refide in the capital, and have a detachment of 
Englilh for his protedtion. Nujeef Khan had a falary of one 
lac of rupees fettled on him from the royal tribute of Bengal. 
Bulwund Sing, colledtor of Banaras, who had deferted Shujah 
ad Dowlah, was reinftated in his favour and government at the 
requeft of the Englilh. The vizier, upon the conclufion of the 
treaty, endeavoured to raife the lum immediately due to the 
Englilh. He applied to his mother, begum, neareft relations, and_ 
dependants, to affift him ; but they all, except his begum, though 
well able to afford him the demands made upon them, pleaded 
inability, offering, fome half and others a third. The begum 
generoufly fent him all her money, jewels, and plate, even to 
the nofe-ring, and whatever cafli and ornaments fhe could col- 
left among her attendants, faying, that the fafety of Shujah ad 
Dowlah was her choiceff treafure. Though a woman, fhe adled 
like a man in conftancy and fidelity, juflifying this verfe of the 
poet, “ A virtuous and obedient wife makes a king of her' 
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hujfband, though poor.’* Shujah ad Dowlah, in return for 
tliis generous behaviour, always entrufted to her the favings of his 
revenues. Having paid all the money he could raife, he gave 
jewels in pledge for the remainder; and affairs being fettled 
with his new allies, took leave, and returned to Fyezabad, leav- 
ing deputies in his offices of vizier and “ meer atuffiee with the 
emperor. The fort of Chunar was given up to him by the 
Englifli, in exchange for that of Aleabad. 

When providence had clofed the pages of the life of Meer A. 
Jafficr, Mr. Vanfittart having returned to Europe on hearing of 
the appointment of lord Clive to fucceed him, the council 
placed upon the mufnud of the provinces Meer Phulwaree, eldeft 
fon of Meer Jaffier by Munny Begum. The young navob af- . 
fumed the title of Nudjum ad Dowlah. Nundcomar continued 
niinifter and dewan of Bengal, and Meer - Cauzim Khan, bro- 
ther to Meer Jaffier, nazim of Bahar, as his nephew’s deputy. 
Deerauje Narain remained dewan under him; but, upon the 
arrival of lord Clive, Nundcomar, though he had been his- 
^moonfhee when in Hindooftan formerly, was difplaced, and 
Mahummud Reza Khan appointed in his room; his lordffiip' 
being convinced from a reprefentation which the late governor 
had left for his examination in the hands of his brother Mr, 
George Vanfittart, tliat Nundcomar was unworthy of fo con- 
fidential an office. Lord Clive alfb demanded from a deputa- 
tion ofo the council, the prefents they had received from the 
navob ; but they refufed, obferving, that when his lord- 
fliip fliould pay to the company what fums he had received 
from the father, they would willingly reftore what had been 
given them by the fon. Thefe gentlemen at the fame timo 
redgned the company’s fervice; fb that the governor could not 
enforce obedience to his commands. 

Soon 
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Soon after his arrival, lord Clive repaired to Alcabad to ob-s 
tain the diredion of the revenues of the provinces for the 
company, and tlie funnuds were granted without delay j the 
emperor and vizier being, fubjeded as much by' the wifdom, as 
by the valour, of the Englilh. s An agreement to pay, annually 
■fix and twenty lacs of rupees, as the royal revenues for the 
three provinces, was given under the feal of the company t6 
the emperor. This important bufmefs was fettled without hefi- 
tation or argument, as eatily as the purchafe of an aft or any 
other animal, without envoys either to tlie king of England or 
the CQmpany.\ Lord Clive returned to Calcutta, leaving general 
- Smith to attend the emperor,- but who was in fad his ruler; 
for the general refided in the fortrefs.i and his majefty in ■ the 
town; and the found of the imperial ‘nobut in the fort being 
difagreeable to general Smith, he forbad the band (to -play, nor 
did the fervants of the emperor refufe. 

Lord Clive, upon his return towards Calcutta, flopped at 
Patna to regulate the government of Bahar, which was confer- 
red on Deerauje Narain, in the room of Meer Cauzim ' Khan,‘ 
who retired to Raujemahal on a penfion of one lac, of rupees. 
As the 'jaghires and " altumgahs had; been free lince Mahabut 
Jung’s acceffion, the Englilh with great generofity did not abo- 
^ lifh them, but' left to i every perfon what he 'held; and' for this, 
gratitude is due to God and them, for otherwife, the noble fa- 
milies of thefe provinces could not have fubfiiled. The Eng- 

lifh 
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' ^ The nobut is compofed of large and fmall , drums, (hrill trumpets, and feveral 
forts of wind indruments, horridly grating to a European 'ear; hiit, it is very 
poffiblc, the general might not have known the indignity lie was offering to 
majefty in forbidding them to play, the Englilh being then but little acquainted 
with the cuftoms of Hindooftan. A nobut was kept in every royal fortrefs, to 
play at dated hours of the day. 
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lifli defiled, that every perfon s jaghire or allowance fhould be 
in perpetuity to his family 5 thus fecuring it from the probable 
changes, in a fuccefiion of emperors, or interefted officers of 
govermnent. Praifed be God! this rule has. continW to this 
day, and by his mercy is likely to remain in force, from which 
numbers^ who are content with competence, enjoy eafe and 
fecurity. 

Lord Clive the following year advanced to Chopprah, to 
meet Shujah ad Dowlah, Munneer ad Dowlah, the emperor’s 
minifter, and Raja Bulwund Sing; when fome additions to former 
treaties were concluded between .them, the latter being lecured 
in the government of Banaras on the payment of a revenue of 
* twenty two lacs of rupees, the vizier giving fecurity to the 
Enghili not to > injure or remove him. Nudjum ad Dowlah 
drying of tlie fmall pox, was fucceeded by his brother Syef ad 
Dowlah as navob of Bengal, Bahar, and Orifia. Deerauje Narain, 
the governor of Bahar, being convidled of mifmanagement and 
peculation of the revenues, was difplaced, and fucceeded by Raja 
Shittabroy in conjundion with Mr. Rumbold. Mr. Sykes was 
appointed to ad in the affairs ,of government at Moorfhudabad 
with the deputy navob Mahummud Re^a Khan. Lord Cliye 
having fettled the 'provinces to -his fatisfadion, returned to Eu- 
rope, .and was fucceeded by Mr. Yerelft; and general -Carnac 
accompanying his lordfliip,- general Smith became .-commander in 
?chief of the Bnglifh :army. 

The adminiftration of the -provinces inow fettled in the 
.manner folio vwing:! Mahummud Reza Khan, the iNaib n^-vob, 
iConduded affairs ;at the capital, Shittabroy 'at jPatna, and Jeflau- 
Tut Khaa ,at -JDacca, in conjunaion .with a ;memher coun- 
V,0L.JI. 
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■cil qt each city, as chief, on the part of the Englifli. Two 
days weekly the naib communicated to liis Englifli colleague 
his tranfaffions, plans, ’difburfements, and receipts in cveiy de- 
partment, for his fatisfaftion, and the information and approval 
of the prefidency. Two days in each week were alfo fet apart, 
in which the naib and chief received appeals from the courts 
of juftice, and confirmed or reverfed their decifions by the aflifl:- 
ance of the chief magiftrates. By thefe means, government was 
properly condufted, and the Englifli became informed of the 
laws, revenues, and cuftoms of the country, agreeably to their 
ufage recording in books every cafe, and thc^ information re- 
ceived upon it from the native officers, for their, guidance. 

Mr. B-umbold returning to Europe, Mr. Alexander fucceeded 
him as chief at Patna, and Mr. Bccher was appointed refident 
at Moorftiudabad, in the room of Mr. Sykes, who retired to 
England. . - ' ' 

In the latter end of tills year a famine and epidemical dif- 
order began to rage with great violence. Of the latter died 
the navob Syef ad Dowlah, and fevcral perfons of rank foon 
after. Thefe united calamities continued for upwards of three 
months, carrying off more perfons than can be computed. Mu- 
baric ad Dowlah, third fon of Mecr Jafiier, fucceeded his ' bro- 
ther on the raufnud of the provinces, and • four and twenty 
lacs of rupees annually were fettled for the^ expenfes of his 
houfehold, of which Ali Ibrahim Khan was appointed dewan 
under Muzzuffir Jung. The Engliih chiefs lived on terms of 
friendfliip and intimacy with thofe of this country, anxious to 
obtain information of our laws and cuftoms, for the benefit of 
themfelves and their fucccflbrsj and every native officer, fearful 
of being outdone in communication, was eager to gratify their 

curiofity 
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curiofityj but they reprefented for their own intereft, -the abufes 
of our laws by oppreflive rulers, -as eftablilhed cuftoms conform- 
able to the , genius of the people. 

• I ^ 

I‘ myfelf was prefent at a court, when a fine was laid both 
upon plaintiff and defendant by Raja Mooflydher. Mr. Rum- 
bold, in whofe prefence this happened, and who was of a liberal 
mind, . dehrous of doing juftice,. being aftoniflied at the decree, 
obferved, that laying a fine on the perfon cafi, might be a pu- 
llifliment ufual in the country, but he could not fee the juftice 
of exadling it from the faccefsfal party. The raja and other 
officers replied, it was an offering of gratitude, and an ancient 
eftablifiied ufage of the empire. Mr. Rumbold expreffed fur- 
prize and difgufi:. The acquifition of wealth, however, is fo 
alluring to mankind, that it is not furprizing if fuch infinuating. 
arguments fliould work fome effedl on the Engliffi, whofe pro- 
feffed objed: here is to raife a fortune 3 but none of their chiefs 
.liave as yet been guilty of any evil or difreputable adion, 
though from their different form 'of government in politics, ad- 
miniffration of jufiice, and the incapacity of their native ferv- 
ants, fome people have fuffered. If they would perfonally 
inveffigate the complaints of individuals, and their charaders, 
the injured would be relieved from vexation. At length, the 
Englifh becoming informed of feveral abufes of their ^Hindoofian 
deputies, began to interfere, and regulate affairs according to 
their own opinions. • ' • . ' 

I 

Mr. Verelfi: returning to England, Mr. Cartier fucceeded 
him in the government. Obferving a deficiency of the reve- 
nues, and anxious to acquire- information of the particular, rnodes 
of colledion and ufages of the country, he divided the pro- 
vinces into feven diftrids, at each of which an Engliih council 
vvas appointed, to iniped and controul the zemindars and farmers. 

~ Kkk 2 Mr. 
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Mi". Vahfiftaft, who Was of great wifdotn an^ forbearance^ 
having cleared himfolf of the accufations of his enemies in 
Europe to tlie fatisfadlion of ..the Company, was requefted to 
return to this country for the regulation of 'their affairs; but, 
by the decree of providence, the vcffel on which he embarked 
was loft, without leaving a trace of her melancholy fate. Up* 
On this, the company confulted on appointing a fucceflbr,. and 
agreed, that after Mr. Vanfittart, no one was equal to the 
office, but Mr. Haftings, at that time a member of the court* 
cil at Madrafs; who w.as accordingly ordered to affumc the go- 
vernment of Bengal, and Mr. Cartier, three months after his 
arrival at Calcutta, refigned it to him. Mahummud Reza Klian 
and Maharaja Shittabroy were ordered prlfoncrs to Calcutta. I hav'C 
heard, that no orders from Europe had arrived to ^ confine the 
latter, but that Mr. John Graham, by his reprefentations, occa- 
fioned him to fliare the difgrace of the formei*, whom he 
wiftied to defend. Upon Mahummud Reza Klian’s departure, 
Munny Begum became the direftrefs of the navob’s houfehold, 
and appointed her chief eunuch, Eatibar Ali Khan, deputy de- 
wan, by whofe hands, numbers were oppreffed. Munny Begum, 
though not of a noble family, poffefieS a found underftanding 
and much refolution, and, had the a deputy of equal abilities, 
is fully capable of conducting affairs. Though offended at Ma- 
hummud Reza Khan, the generoufly tried every means in her 
power to relieve him from his difgrace. Her behaviour was 
manly in another inftance ; fhe would not join in the party of 
general Clavering againft Mr. Haftings, though fubjeCl, by her 
relidence, to much trouble. 

Mr, Haftings, foon after his acceffioii to the government, 
repaired to Moorthudabad, to .regulate the affairs of the nizam- 
ut; when the allowance of the navOb’s houfehold was reduced 
from twenty foUr to fixteen laCS of rupees. Mubaric ad Dow- 

lah 
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lah being a ymiiior, Munny Begum was appointed to manage 
bis expenfes. • The abovementioned allowance is not for the 
fupport of the navob only^ but for the families and dependants 
of former Nazims. As his deputy, continually changing, dif- 
burfes the whole, .the latter are frequently oppreffed by delays 
of payment, and deductions under various pretences ; fo that 
many fuffer fuch mifery, as heaven avert from any of his crea- 
tures. The navob and his immediate fervants attend riot to 
their complaints, though, if this fum was properly divided, 
numbers might enjoy repofe under the fhadow of their libera- 
lity ; hut alas i they wafte lacs in prodigality and idle expenfe, 
heedlefs of the fufferings of others. 

Upon the governor’s return to Calcutta, the committee com- 
menced an enquiry into the condud of Mahummud Reza Khan 
and Maharaja Shittabroy, As thd latter had his accounts ad- 
jured, and his conduCt was free from blemifh, he was fully 
acquitted of all guilt, after an invefiigatlon of a year and fomc 
months when the governor and all the committee, - having 
made many apologies, and fhewn him much kindnefs, reftored 
him to office, and gave him the following certificate; 

The fufpicioris, which for various reafons we had enter- 
tained of the integrity, of Maharaja Shittabroy, after the mofl 
<< minute and clofe enquiry, have been found ill-founded and 
« groundless, and we have proved his 'condud to be in eveiy 
point honourable and loyal to government." 

The raja was! alfo diilinguiflied by a " khelaut on his leaving 
the prefidency ; but ' his acquittal could not reftore his health, 
which had been much' injured by grief and the unwholefome air 

of Calcutta. He was met at Bhaugulpore by-all the principal 

inhabitants 


» Honorary drefs: 
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inhabitants of Patna ; by fonae, from real regard, Md by otliers, 
from the influence of his authority. When he' reached his 
home, he complained heavily to his friends of the condufl: of 
the Englifli, and with juftice, for a more able fervant than 
Shittabroy was never employed by them or any other Hate; a 
proper refpeft to his great qualities was incumbent on his pa- 
trons. Soon after his arrival, Mr. Haftings who was on his 
way to meet Shujah ad Dowlah at Banaras, Hopping at Patna, 
requefted the raja to accompany him,- but he was too ill to 
undertake the journey, and Ins diforder ending in a violent dy- 
fentery, he died Hiortly after the governor’s departure. Though 
his opinions and thofe of his fon were more inclined to the 
Mahummedan than the Hindoo religion, yet to fatisfy the fcruples 
of his relations and caft, his corpfe was burned, according to 
their cuftoms. Mr. Haftings, to convince the world that he 
had no hatred to the father, appointed his fon Raja Callean 
Sing to his office in the province, though very young, and of 
a weak capacity, with the fame jaghire and lalary. He allb 
fettled an additional penfion on the widow, mother to the young 
raja. 

Shittabroy was by call a Koyt, and a native of Dhely; in 
his youth a fervant of Akka Solymaun, the fevourite dependant 
of Sumfam ad Dowlah, fon of Khan Dovvraun, ameer al amra 
to the emperor Mahummud Shaw. Upon the death of Sumfam 
ad Dowlah, he obtained the office of imperial dewan at Patna, 
and the direftion of the lands of his late mailer, for his fuc- 
ceffor, in the province of Bahar. Attaching himfelf to the Eng- 
lilh in the feveral revolutions, he became their chief advifer in 
their connedtions with the countiy powers. He was an able 
llatefman, and underllood completely the dire&on of finance. 
He poflelTed many good qualities, and, in my humble opinion, 

excelled 



-HISTORY OF BENGAL. 


excelled all his contemporary chiefs in Hindooftan. Though 
properly a civilian, he was not deftitute of the military virtues 
of valour and conduct. Though, from his influence with the 
Englifli, he 'was at times the patron of the emperor, vizier, and 
the chief nobles of Hindooftan, he was not .haughty, or . vain 
of his power, but treated all ranks with affable refped: to their 
birth and charadler, liftening patiently to the requefls of every 
perfon. If rcafonable, and within the compafs of his power to 
grant, he complied without hefitation; or, if otherwife, refufed 
in fuch a 'manner, as to gain the efteefn of the petitioner. He 
underflood well the duties of private life ^ and was fo good an 
ccconomifl as to appear in ' fplendour without exceeding his in- 
come. His prefeuts to his guefts of high rank were becoming 
their dignity; and, upon feafons of feftivity in his family, the 
public fliarcd the bounties of his table. His modefty and tem- 
perance were remarkable, and alfo his forgivenefs of affronts, 
when in his power to revenge _ often proteding thofe m 

diflrefs, who had tried to prejudice the Enghfh chiefs agamfl 
him. His ■ bounty to hi§ old acquaintance m his lower for- 
tunes at Dhely, was diftinguifhed, and his refped and liberality 
to perfons of learned or facred charader among the Mahum- 
medans, more extenfive than thofe of their own nobility. The 
’ following is an inftance of his humility, and ree om rom pri e. 


A Hindoo of his acquaintance, and confidential dependant of 
Naggir Mul, ■ dewan to a former emperor, coming on a pd- 
grimage to Gyah, a celebrated place of devotion in the pro- 
vince rf Bahar, requefted a letter recommending him to Shittab- 
roy from his matter i but the dewan declined giving «, fapng, 

• that he could not bear to addrefs him by 

and, fliould he omit them, it might give offence. Thefe words 

' coming to the ears of Shittabroy, when the perfon 
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Patna, he treated him with the greateft attention, and at his 
departure committed to Jus charge a Jetter for Naggir Mul, with 
a prefent of rich goods and other things amounting to ten thou- 
fand rupees ; humbly rtquefting, that he would now, and then 
remember his abfent fervant with a line, when any of his de- 
pendants thould vifit Patna. Naggir Mul was covered with 
confufion and regret at liis omiflion. He immediately wrote a 
letter of apology to the raja for his behaviour j and prailing him 
among his friends, faid, " Shhtabroy has overcome me by his 
" wilHom and politenefs." , 

Daring * the great famine, Shlttabroy fent for large quan- 
tities of grain from Banaras, which he fold out at prime 
Coft } and he had a fleet of boats conftantly employed between 
Banaras and Patna to bring fupplies. Every day, during the fcar- 
city, he diftributed vidtuals and money to many thoufand poor 
at four appointed places in the city, as did alfo the Englifh «nd 
Dutch chiefs, fo that a great multitude was faved from perifli- 
ing, by their boimty. The feme precautions were not ufed at 
Moorflindabad, and the fcarcity was made matter of accufation 
againfl: Mahummud Reza Khan ; but God only knows the hearts 
of his creatures. Shittabroy -introduced into his province the 
cultivation of many fmits from Cabul and the more northern 
diftrias, with fuch fuccefs, that grapes and oranges are now 
cheap and common in the markets of Patna. 


He 

* It was for fqppofed moitqpoly and extortion, that Shittabroy was urd^ed 
by the diteflors of the company tn England to undergo a trial In Calcutta ; 
and as it was rumoured that thejr fervants rn India were partners with him and 
Mahummud Reza Khan in the oppreffion of the people, Mr. Haliings and the 
eouncil were obliged, in contradidbon to itheir belter knowledge of circumliances, 
to order them to the prefidency, where they were tried, and juflly acquitted with 
honour. 
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He had but tvvb blemiflies' in his ' character : One, his bur- 
dening the farmer deficient in payment with more " mohufliils 
than were necefiary, for liis own advantage; and the other, ob- 
taining films' frequently from the jaghiredars, by pretending that 
the Englifli chiefs intended ‘’infpedting their titles, but that he 
could prevent it by a prefenL For thefe exadions, he himfelf 
in the end fuifered the opprefiibn of ^ mohufibls from thofe, for 
whofe advantage he had impofed them on his countrymen ; and, 
through grief for his difgrace, retired to another world. His 
’condition there God only knows;- but the prophet of God has 
declared, that his mercy and jhrbearancc exceed the crimes' of 
man. ' , • . . 

Mahummud Reza Khan, upon the enquiry into his condiid, 
was deferted by all his dependants, except Ali Ibrahim' Khan; 
who, though newly entered into office, and unconcerned in' the 
• tranfadiions of former years, yet,' grateful to his patron, under- 
VoL. IL L 1 1 ' took 

* Bailiffs, ■who receive a daily allowance from the debtor, while they attend 
him for the liquidation of his debt. 'T heir numbers are more or lefs, accord- 
ing to the rank and power of the debtor. Many of the zemindars and renters 
Who hold large diftridls, keep up an armed force, and when they are deficient in 
their rents, it is neceffary to have many perfons fiationed over them' to prevent 
their efcape or rebellion. 

** Many of the jaghiredars, or pofTellors of lands and penfions. on the reve- 
nues, certainly hold them on forged grants, or grants given to unworthy perfons. 
This is ’well known to the native officers, who, it is to be feared, make a per- 
quifite by keeping fuch perfons in alarm of an infpeflion of their titles. 'I’he 
Englifh, when they obtained the colledion of the revenues, left all penfioners in 
poffieffion of their lands and falaries;’' and there is no doubt but this indul- 
gence was much abufed; but to attempt to reaify the_ abufe now would be 
tyranny, fo much time having elapfed, that it would be impoffible to diffinguifli 
the forged grants from the true,, the beftowers and the obliged being all dead, 
records loft in the revolutions of government, and the prefent pofiefTors, at 

leaft innocent of fraud ^ i 

Alluding to his. being under a guard- during his trial. 
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took his defence and in a fliort time made ijimfclfmafter of tl^ 
various accounts, and cleared up Jiis condudt to the tatisfadlicfn 
of the council. He was fet at liberty, and the guards remov^ii 
from his houfes at Moorlhudabad and Calcutta. He would not>' 
however, return to the former, hoping, like Shittabroy, to h® 
again reftored to office j and therefore continued at the lattfit- 
city, where the native dependants of adminiftration flattered hi^ 
for his money with favourable reports of the difpolitions of the^^ 
mailers towards him. One day he was told a certain counfel- 
lor had expreffed himfelf kindly ; another day, that his reappoint- 
ment was under conflderationj and a third, that orders for tt 
were difpatchcd from Europe. To thefe wretches he made coA- 
liderable prefents in hand, and prpmifes of indulgence, whfA 
he fliould regain his power. By-fuch imprudence and folly 1 >a 
incurred large debts. ' ' ' • 

At this crifis of his affairs, general Clavering, colonel MoA- 
fon, and Mr. Francis arrived from Europe, as members of goverA- 
ment, and alfo to inveftigate the conduit of the late adminiftrA” 
tion, of whom only Mr. Haftings and Mr. Barn ell were continued 
Iw office.. As. ffieCe ffisce tvese few! k>') b-fej t-Ad 

company to explore the faults' of the governor and 'lus 
colleagues, general Clavering being high rank in Europe, A 
fervant of' the king, and intended to fucceed to the chair, JVft- 
Monfon to the command of the army, and Mr. Francis to rife 
in council, they created a wonderful awe and refpeil. . They 
would not receive nuzzars, a cuflom peculiar to Hindooftan, noc 
even accept a prefent of fruit from any one. They invited the 
enemies of the governor to, join them, and Nundcomar, who 
had been rejefted by Mr. Vanlittart and lord Clive, alfo IVfc. 
Haftings, at this time became their confidant and moft favoured 
dependant. , Through him many feif-interefted and feditious pec- 
fons, in hopes of acquiring power, joined themfelves to the 
. . genefAl 
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general and his friends. .The inveftigation of the governor’s private 
tranfadlions began, and the ftrongeft difference of opinion in coun- 
cil prevailed ; which not only affected the dependants of either 
party, but the affairs of the three provinces were thrown into 
xpnfufion by the divifions of government^ The general and Mr. 
Harwell even fought with- piftols, according to the cuftoms of 
their, nation. The general having a majority over the gover- 
nor and Mr. Harwell, affairs were condudled moftly agreeable to 
the opinion of his party. Mr. Goring was fent to Moorfliud- 
abad, Mr. Fowke to' Banaras, and Mr. Briftow to Lucnbw. 
Mubaric ad Dowlah and his mother, who were governed by 
Munny Begum, having applied to the general through • Mr. 
Goring, they became the managers of the' nizamut, and were 
apparently freed from- her controul, but, as .the Begum pof- 
feffed great fortitude and wealth, fhe threatened the navob to 
make the Englifh her heirs in cafe he fhould offend, her j fo that 
in effedt fhe preferved her power. In fadt, Mubaric ad Dowlah 
is incapable of publick bufine^. No perfon dreads his anger, 
nor hopes advantage . from his patronage j nor is he at all am- 
bitious of power, only requiring the undifturbed enjoyment of 
his penfion and pleafures. 

During thefe ' difputes, were brought to light the crimes of 
Nundcomar,' He was convidted of a forgery of the name of 
Bollakee Dufs, and condemned to fufibr death. He was a wicked, 
deceitful, vain-glorious perfon, inimical tq^ all mankind, even to 
thofe who had conferred obligations upon him, and if any one tri- 
vially offended him, .never refled till he had efteffed his ruin. As his 
friends had affured him that no one could do him injury, and told 
\ him "not to be -alarmed though he might be led to the foot of the 
gallows ; fo that he :might fecurely ufe every meanis to prove the 

governor’s delinquency,' he, from his hatred, and confidence in the 
^ ■ general’s 


a Navob’s’ affairs. 
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general’s promifes, continued to accufe him; but Mr. Haftings 
refuted all his allegations. The guilt' of Nundcoraar being fully 
proved, he was hanged at the appointed place of execution. 
His treafure and effefts were given up to brs fon. It is faid, 
there were fifty two " lacks of rupee's in money, and about the 
fame amount m jewels and rich goods. -In his houfe were found 
'the feals of feveral eminent perlons, which he had forged; fo 
that his. wicked arts became publickly known. 

When it was univerfally believed .that the general’s party 
was the ftrongeft, Mahummud Reza Khan, who was rafti and 
unfteady, became defirous of, acquiring his patronage. Ali Ibra- 
him Khan advifed him to remain attached to the governor, 
who had protefted his life, fortune, and reputation; obferving, 
that if Mr. Haftings Ihould prevail, he would no doubt' reward' 
his fidelity, and even if the general Ihould fucceed, as he 
had done him no injury, he could not but refpeft his for- 
titude and honour. Mahummud Reza Khan, anxious to be 
reftored to office, neglefted this advice, and courted the general, 
who gave him the deputation of Mubaric ad Dowlah, and the 
fuperintendance of the native criminal courts of juftice. Khe- 
lauts were conferred upon himfelf, his fons, and dependants, 
when he returned to Moorfhudabad, and fbortly after quarrelled 
with Ali Ibrahim Khan, whole abihties and fidelity had refeued 
him from deftrudtion. 

The dilputes in council continued unremitting for three years. 
In the latter year, the general received intelligence from Eu- 
rope, that Mr. Haftings was recalled; when, without waiting 
for the difclofure of the pacque'ts, he aflumed the govern- 
ment, but was oppofed by Mr. Haftings; upon which the 
claims of both parties were referred to the opinions of the 

! Five hundred and twenty thoufand pounds fterling. 
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judges, who decided in favour of Mr. Haftings. The gen.i 
foon after was taken ill, and died of a dyfentery, fuppofed 
have proceeded from grief and difappointment. After his dp- 
many of his dependants were removed from office, and fucceed 
by thofe of .the governor. , Mahummud Reza was fucceeded 
Suddur al Huk KHan, and Raja Goordafs, fon of Nundcc < 
was appointed dewan to Mubaric ad Dowlah ; but the form* 
dying foon after his promotion, the office for fome time r- 
mained vacant, till at » length, the governor general and iV 
Francis coalefcing, Mahummud Reza Khan was at the ^ 
of the latter reRored to his employments. 


FINIS. 


Of the Rohilla war in 1774, a juft account has ahead 
been publiftied by the late captain Charles Hamilton, the trul 
learned editor of the Hedaya, a code of Mahummedan Lav 
It has therefore here been but curforily mentioned. Of the in 
vafion of Hyder Alee, I have not feen any refpedable acconr 
by a native of India, nor of the rebellion of Cheyt Sing, zemin 
dar of Banaras, or the tranfadions of the Britiffi, later than th- 
period at which I have- concluded this volume; and as my dc 
Ln was to give only the reports of native writers on the affiai 
of Hindooftan, I judged it right to ftop my pen, wJien the 
could not be procured. 



